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Decorated with a black and rust totem pole design, 
the 9 ½” Red Wing dinner plate on the cover is 
believed to have been made as a test or sample 
piece for the Thunderbird Hotel & Convention 
Center. RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Roschen & 
Terry Moe report that these Hotel or Restaurant line 
plates have glaze codes on the back instead of the 
standard ink stamp. Judging from the small number 
of examples known to exist, an order wasn’t placed 
and the design didn’t go into production.

The once iconic Thunderbird Hotel opened in 1963 
near the old Metropolitan Stadium in Bloomington, 
MN – the ¿rst home of the Minnesota Twins and 
Minnesota Vikings. Ramada purchased the hotel 
in 2005 and operated it until 2016, when the 
Bloomington Port Authority bought and demolished 
it, intending to sell the land to the Mall of America 
for expansion. The parcel remains vacant today. 

This particular plate, which belonged to RWCS 
Members Duane & Cindy Smith, sold for $715 
($650 gavel plus 10% buyer’s premium) when A 
New Day Auctions LLC of Cannon Falls, MN sold 
the couple’s collection on July 10 – the Monday of 
Convention Week.

3

ROCK N’ BBQ RAISES $12,000 FOR RWCS!
With much excitement and gratitude, it’s our pleasure to report that the ROCK N’ BBQ at CrockFest 
raised approximately $12,000 for the RWCS and a $1,000 donation to the Pottery Museum of Red 
Wing! A huge number of people helped support this event – far too many to ¿t here. But we’d like 
to recognize the following RWCS members: Chris Nielsen, for roasting the pork to perfection; 
Wendy Callicoat and her merry band of volunteers for staf¿ng the event; the Osterholz family 
for running a bene¿t auction on Facebook; RWCS Commemorative Manager Bob Morawski for 
commissioning custom BBQ mugs and pigs (see back cover), which Dick Houghton auctioned off 
at the event; each RWCS Chapter that contributed to the event; the RWCS Board of Directors; 
and every member who made a ¿nancial contribution, donated an auction item, or volunteered in 
some capacity – you know who you are, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

It’s important to note that the event proceeds were much higher than our goal going forward; 
we hope the event will annually raise at least $3,500 for the RWCS. We just had a really, really 
great opening year in 2023, with a lot of donations from individual members on top of the chapter 
contributions, event ticket sales, and silent and live auctions.

An added bene¿t of the early donations and Facebook auction proceeds is that we utilized some 
of the funds to buy tents and other items that we’d normally have to rent year after year. That 
means they went down as one-time expenditures that we’ll able to utilize next year and into the 
future. So in addition to the $12,000 in pro¿t, we also have these supplies bought and paid for.

Later in September, we will post our budget sheet from the event on the RWCS Facebook page. 
This will include all revenues, expenditures and income from the event. We’ll also do a Facebook 
Live video around that time to dive into the numbers and answer any questions you might have. If 
you’re unable to attend, please contact either of us with any questions or comments. We’re always 
looking for ways to improve the event and make it a good experience for members. Thanks again!  
	          -Chris Tincher & Doug Perkins, RWCS Reps at Large & ROCK N’ BBQ Chairs

2024 MIDWINTER SET FOR FEB 1-3 IN DES MOINES
The 2024 RWCS MidWinter event will be held Feb. 1-3 at the Holiday Inn & Suites in Des 
Moines. RWCS Reps at Large Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher will chair the event again.The next 
issue of the RWCS Newsletter will contain everything you need to know about registering for 
MidWinter and booking your room. Until then, watch for updates on the RWCS Facebook page.

Nominations Open for 2024 Elections

news briefs

It’s that time again! The Red Wing Collectors Society is looking for of¿cers 
to serve on the Board of Directors. This is a wonderful opportunity to give 
back to the club that we all so deeply care about. In 2024, elections will 
be held for President, Secretary and the three manager positions: Auction, 
Education and Commemorative. Each position carries a term of four years. 

Please contact me if you are interested in running or have any questions 
about what each position entails.

As RWCS Vice President, I serve as Chair of the Nominating Committee, 
consisting of four other members, at least three of whom shall not be 

members of the Board of Directors. In that capacity, I am asking any 
members who might have an interest in serving on the Nominating 
Committee to please contact me. Nominations and bios of all candidates 
for the election shall be published in the RWCS Newsletter at least four 

months prior to the election. They will appear in the January 2024 issue, so 
bios must be submitted by Monday, Dec. 11.

Voting will be done electronically. A link to the online RWCS election ballot 
will be e-mailed to all primary and associate members in good standing when 
the election window begins. If you’re unsure if we have your current e-mail 
address on ¿le, please e-mail Angie at angie.degreeff@redwingcollectors.org 

to con¿rm. Remember, every member must have their own unique e-mail 
address entered into the system to vote. This means couples or family 

members who share an e-mail address will only be able to cast one ballot 
with that particular address. If you don’t have an e-mail address, we will 
provide a different way for you to cast a ballot; we’ll share more information 
on that closer to the election.

Please note that we’re shortening the length of the election window in 2024. 
In the past, members had more than 2 months to cast their ballot. That length 

of time was set when all members had to vote by US mail. But now that nearly 
99 percent of the ballots are cast electronically, there is no need for that much 

time. We will provide more details on this in the January 2024 issue.

You must cast your ballot by June 30, 2024 for it to be counted. A member 
must also be in good standing as of the June 30 closing date to have his/
her ballot count. The successful candidates will be announced at the Annual 
Business Meeting to be held during the RWCS Convention on Friday, July 
12, 2024. Thank you for your interest. My contact info is on pg. 2 and 
I look forward to hearing from those of you who are interested in 
running or serving on the nominating committee! 
                  	     –RWCS Vice President Russa Robinson
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Crockfest REVIEW

The 46th RWCS CrockFest Convention is 
in the books! Thanks to River Bluff School 
Executive Director and RWCS Member Cherie 
Johnson and her staff for the warm welcome 
and excellent hosting job. We are happy to 
report that we had an increase in attendance 
again this year, with a total of 622 registered 
members plus 20 children at CrockFest. 

Attendees enjoyed everything from pottery 
sales on the streets to a picture-perfect Rock 
N’ BBQ at Pottery Place and everything in 
between! Thank you to everyone for coming 
and joining in on the fun. Special thanks to the 
approximately 150 volunteers that shared their 
time and energy to make this Convention another wonderful experience for 
everyone. It takes many hands to put on event like this. We couldn’t do it 
without you. Thank you!!

Commemorative Manager Bob Morawski unveiled the awesome 2023 
RWCS Commemorative at the Thursday morning welcome session, 
followed by a moving and educational keynote address, “A Dump Diggers 
Tribute to Steve Showers” presented by RWCS Members Paul Boudin, 
Connie Mathison, Austin Fjerestad, Phyllis Showers and RWCS Hall of 
Famer Dennis Nygaard. 

Following chapter meetings and an auction preview, members enjoyed a 
wonderful live auction. Auction Manager Dave Huisman accepted auction 
entries provided by RWCS members that included such a variety that there 
was something for everyone at every budget. He received a lot of positive 
feedback on the earlier start time, and it will be the norm going forward.

The 2023 Convention Button sold out on Thursday. Due to demand, we’ve 
ordered a limited quantity for those who still want to purchase them. They’re 
$5 plus postage. Please contact the of¿ce to place your order.

Education Manager Aarika Floyd provided a nice variety of educational 
options, which were very well attended. The new Lunch & Learn program 
was a huge success. Thank you to every speaker who presented this year, 
and thank you, Aarika, for ¿nding presenters and organizing the sessions.

A big thank you to Monica Natynski for chairing the Display Room, 
managed by the Badger Chapter this year. Monica went above and beyond 
to make sure everything was ready to go for attendees to view the entries. 
This was the third year an RWCS Chapter managed the Display Room. 
Chapters, please consider volunteering to do this for CrockFest 2024.

KidsView Chairs and RWCS Hall of Famers Wendy Callicoat and Sue 
Jones Tagliapietra presented a wonderful KidsView session for our young 
members. There were lots of happy faces leaving the room when it ended, 
followed by parents carrying large boxes of treasures. Thank you to all the 
volunteers that helped with KidsView.

Friday afternoon, following the Annual Business Meeting, which was held 
at the Pottery Museum this year, attendees enjoyed our new ROCK N’ BBQ 
celebration on the grassy commons area of Pottery Place. Special thanks 
to RWCS Reps at Large Chris Tincher and Doug Perkins for chairing this 
event. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the event and to all 
the chapters and individuals that made donations.

Saturday morning, the ever-popular Coffee & Donut Dash was enjoyed by 
members before they were welcomed inside the RWCS Show & Sale at 
River Bluff School. There were 66 tables of pottery and antiques available 
to buyers, and according to many sellers, sales were strong. Thank you 
to RWCS Hall of Famer and Charter Member Gail Peck and her husband 
Merv, who set up tables and chairs on Friday and managed the show on 
Saturday. It was a great show and we plan to hold it at the air-conditioned 
River Bluff School again next year. 

Many RWCS members gave up precious time in Red Wing to volunteer 
during CrockFest and handled a variety of tasks, too numerous to mention. 
Several “behind the scene heroes” provided amazing support to make 
CrockFest fun and enjoyable for all, putting in more hours than most. 
Loading and unloading items stored in the RWCS of¿ce and storage unit 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, getting them to the school and also returning 
them to storage following the event is always a big undertaking. 

A special thank you to RWCS Hall of Famer Nancy Lambert, who though 
“of¿cially retired” as CrockFest chair, provided enormous support for the 
current CrockFest chairs. Her support went well beyond what anyone 
could expect! We were also very thankful that Nancy organized, wrote and 
dealt with the printers to produce our 2023 CrockFest Supplement. 

A special thank you to Wendy Callicoat, Brenda Schwab, Paulette Floyd, 
and Aarika Floyd for spending almost the entire day Monday to clean out 
and reorganize our storage locker in 95 degree heat, as well as Cameron 
Stewart, who helped put up the new heavy duty shelving in the storage 
locker earlier this spring. 

Finally, thank you to our staff, Angie DeGreeff and Luke Wegner for all 
that you do. We’re already looking forward to the 47th RWCS CrockFest 
Convention next summer, July 11-13, 2024.

PaUL WICHERT
RWCS President & 2023 
CrockFest Co-Chair

CrockFest’s educational program was a great success thanks to our speakers and volunteers, and to the members who 
attended the events! Thursday started with a new Sip & Share event for members to bring a mug or piece to share with other 
members to get to know one another, network and wait for the Welcome Session. Our keynote address, the “Dump Diggers 
Tribute to Steve Showers”, was attended by 172 members. RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis Nygaard and RWCS Members 
Austin Fjerestad, Connie Mathison, Paul Boudin and Steve’s wife, Phyllis, spoke of memories and wisdom they learned while 
digging with Steve, along with members who shared their stories as well. We are forever thankful for the dedication and the 
contributions that Steve gave to the RWCS. 

The wonderful and packed educational seminars on Friday featured RWCS Members Dr. Danae Prock, Linda & Terry 
Stewart, Chris Osterholz, Austin Fjerestad, myself, and RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Roschen, Terry Moe and Rick 
Natynski. The new Lunch & Learn event had 80 attendees who came to see amazing ‘Lunch Hour’ and unique 

Aarika Floyd
Interim Education 
Manager“CrockFest Review” continued on pg. 6.
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As usual, some fantastic pieces showed up at this year’s RWCS CrockFest Convention, 
several of which are pictured here. Pieces are labeled with their asking prices if recorded. 
Unlabeled pieces were either brought for show, pictured after they sold or were not 
recorded. Condition varied piece-by-piece and actual sales prices were not disclosed.

Crockfest Jaw Droppers

$3,450

$3,750

Above: These two incredible ‘Lunch Hour’ items were shared at the 
Friday Lunch & Learn session. RWCS Hall of Famer Sandy Short 
brought the small salt glaze turkey, which has “Red Wing” and “9/14/87” 
scratched into the bottom. RWCS Vice President Russa Robinson 
showed her unique grouping of lion cubs covered in Nokomis glaze.

Above: RWCS Member Doug Evans 
brought this impressive Red Wing 
churn, the star of his collection, to the 
Pottery Place parking lot so collectors 
could see it in person.

Above: Fresh off presenting a session on 
southwest Pennsylvania stoneware at the 
Pottery Museum the day before, RWCS Member 
David Sinclair showed this 20 gallon behemoth in 
the Pottery Place parking lot so more could see it.

$2,400 each

Salt glaze floor vase 
de¿nitely made in 
Red Wing, purchased 
in the parking lot

$2,495

At right: RWCS 
Member Beth 
Zamzow collected 
these cool glaze-
skipped pieces over 
the years. She parted 
with them and others 
when Houghton’s 
Auction Service 
sold her collection 
on Wednesday of 
Convention Week.

$220 (3 gal) $425 $100

“Make offer”

$575

Shown next to a 20 oz. bottle and a quart-sized 
wax sealer, the miniature wax sealer on the right 
might have been made as a salesman’s sample.
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After not having Commemorative pickup 
at the CrockFest Convention the past few 
years, it sure was nice seeing all the smiling 
faces again when they came through the 
Commemorative distribution room back in 
July. A big thanks to all the volunteers who 
helped me staff the room. As always, your 
help was invaluable.

I enjoyed revealing the 2023 Commemorative 
at the welcome session on Thursday, July 
13. Pictured below, Rowe Pottery made 
three versions of Red Wing’s blue-banded 
advertising mugs. Version A (Raise a Mug to the RWCS – Collect • 
Friends • Learn) was 60 percent of total production, Version B (Atlas 
Malt Products Co., Janesville, WI) was 25 percent, and Version C 
(Brodie’s Inc. Bottlers Supplies, Seattle, WA) made up 15 percent of 
total production.

Thanks to the success we had over the past three years, members were 
again given the opportunity to order a set of the three versions. Those 
who did not order the set received a version at random. We sold a total 
of 1,041 Commemoratives including 141 full sets. Also made by Rowe 
Pottery, 217 of the limited RWCS Friendship coin bank jugs were sold.

The 2023 RWCS Special Commemorative is a miniature stoneware 
bottle. Of the 19 specials produced, 10 have a red wing and are stamped 
“Souvenir Red Wing, Minn.” and were awarded to display winners; nine 
are stamped with “Mercury” and a star inside a circle and were awarded 
for various drawings at Convention.

We started shipping Commemoratives in mid-August, so everyone should 
have received their order by now. A big thanks goes out to those who 
helped pack and 
ship everything. I’m 
already working on 
some ideas for 

next year’s 
piece!

BOB MORAWSKI
Commemorative Mgr.

Crockfest REVIEW (Cont’d)

pieces from RWCS Hall of Famers Nancy Lambert and Sandy Short, 
President Paul Wichert, Vice President Russa Robinson, and RWCS 
Members Ann Busse Tucker and Sheldon Bohnhoff (who wowed us all 
with his collection). The pre-ordered lunches from Big Dawgs in Red 
Wing were a hit and will be available for next year. RWCS Hall of Famer 
Dave Hallstrom was unable to give his seminar, but we hope he gets well 
soon. The adult plate painting seminar will also be a seminar for next 
summer, so more members will have a chance to paint their own piece 
of Red Wing dinnerware to take home.

Again, I would like to thank all my speakers, attending members, 
volunteers and my parents for helping make my ¿rst CrockFest as 
Education Manager a great success – THANK YOU! If you have an idea 
for a seminar or would like to give a seminar at MidWinter or CrockFest, 
please contact me!
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KidsView 2023
Story by RWCS Hall of Famers and KidsView Founders
Wendy Callicoat & Sue Jones Tagliapietra
Another successful KidsView is in the books! We had 20 kids in attendance, and they 
were treated to learning about Red Wing bowls from the Queen of Red Wing Bowls, 
Barb Williams, and a surprise visit from the King of Red Wing Bowls, Chuck Hanson. 
Each child made their own ‘Lunch Hour’ sponged bowl. They did a great job!

Then, leading up to the annual kids-only Show & Sale, Sue Jones Tagliapietra and her 
husband, Jeff, taught the kids about grading pieces, negotiating prices and collecting by 
sets, marks or color. Using “Red Wing Bucks”, the kids shopped amongst the ¿ve well-
stocked dealer tables. There were several kids who shopped for speci¿c items to add to 
the collections they started last year. We heard from several parents and grandparents 
that the kids unpacked their treasures after they left the school and held a show & tell 
for their friends and family. Lots of proud smiles were reported.

The RWCS KidsView program is successful because of all the RWCS members who make 
donations and/or volunteer. Volunteer Deb Giesen will again collect donations at various 
pottery events. Stay tuned to the RWCS Facebook page and other pages for updates.

A special thank you to Paul Schaffer for donating back the KidsView churn from the 
35th RWCS Convention to be resold to raise money for the KidsView program. RWCS 
Auction Manager Dave Huisman was able to include the churn in the 2023 CrockFest 
Auction. A BIG thank you to Joan Brinkman for the winning bid of $410; she immediately 
donated the piece back to be auctioned again and the winning bid from John Bergfelter 
was $250, raising a total of $660 for KidsView programs!

KidsView works like a well-oiled machine thanks to our volunteers that have worked with 
us for years. Parents and grandparents, thank you for bringing the kids to 
CrockFest to help educate and ensure the next generation of collectors.
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2023 DISPLAY ROOM RESULTS

Once again, the RWCS CrockFest Convention Display Room had a great turnout in both 
displays and overall attendance. A big thanks goes out to everyone who wowed us with their 
submissions. Another thanks goes out to the judges, everyone who visited the Display Room 
and voted, and each of my fellow RWCS Badger Chapter members who volunteered their time 
to staff the room this year. I’d also like to thank past display chairs Glenn & Laura Beall and 
Doug Perkins for their advice in helping pull the whole experience together, and Angie DeGreeff 
and Nancy Lambert for their coordinating support! If you’ve ever thought about displaying at 
Convention, but haven’t taken the leap, I encourage you to give it a try next year. If you want to 
start small, put together a mini display – just a small part of your whole collection. Bringing in a 
single rare item is even easier! In closing, the RWCS is looking for a chapter to oversee the 2024 
Display Room, so please contact Angie if your group is willing to help out. The Badger Chapter 
and I really enjoyed running the room this year. This is a fun experience and it brings us crazy 
collectors together.  -Monica Natynski, 2023 Display Chair

Right: The 
Dennis Yaeggi 
Rare Item 
Award was 
won by a 
Red Wing 
dinnerware 
plate displayed 
by Wayne 
Zarn. Hand-
painted by 
designer 
Charles 
Murphy, it has 
his initials and 
the word “Sample” on the back. Sheldon Bohnhoff also 
displayed in the category.

Dennis Yaeggi Rare Item Award 

Above: People’s Choice winner “Chickens Galore” by Lowell Reed.  
Below left: Best of Show winner “Red Wing Salt Glaze Churns” by Laura Beall.

At left: People’s 
Choice 
winner “Red 
Wing Candle 
Holders” by 
Judy Peacock. 
Left bottom: 
Best of Show 
winner “RumRill 
RumRill 
RumRill” 
by Barbara 
Kearn. Monica 
Natynski also 
displayed “A Mix 
of Art Pottery” in 
this category.

At right: 
People’s 
Choice 
& Best 
of Show 
winner 
“These 
Are a Few 
of my 
Favorite 
Red Wing 
Things” 
by Nancy 
Lambert.

Above: People’s 
Choice winner 
“Colored Kitchenware” 
by Paul Boudin. 
At right: Best of 
Show winner “Cups 
and Bears” by Tim 
Broetzmann. Glenn 
Beall also displayed 
“Red Wing Dinnerware 
Coffee Cups/Mugs” 
in the Dinnerware 

category.

STONEWARE

memorabiliAmemorabiliA

At right: RWCS Hall of Famer 
Gary Tefft displayed a collection 
of Red Wing souvenir spoons that 
belonged to his late wife, fellow 
RWCS Hall of Famer Bonnie Tefft.

art pottery

DINNERWARE

BONNIE 

TEFFT 

MEMORIAL 

DISPLAY

art pottery

DINNERWARE

STONEWARE
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Crockfest AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

I’m excited to report that the 2023 Red Wing Collectors Society CrockFest Auction was a great success. Total 
sales reached $153,000, which exceeded last year’s total by $20,000. The best thing about this is that the 
quality of items submitted was up across the board. Last year one really good item accounted for about half 
of the total sales, but this year it was spread out better. We had 26 items reach or surpass the $1,000 mark – 
three of which reached ¿ve ¿gures. The highest selling item was the 2 gallon Red Wing salt glaze double leaf 
churn, which hammered down for a cool $23,000 high bid ($25,300 including the 10 percent buyer’s premium).

Thanks to all of the consignors, bidders and especially volunteers – some of whom helped out all three days 
in preparation for the big event. Prices realized and photos can also be viewed on Proxibid by searching the 
archived results of Houghton Auctions. The prices of the auction highlights pictured here include a 10 percent 
buyer’s premium (15 percent online), which went to Houghton Auctions for running the sale. (The total sales 
¿gure mentioned above does not include the buyer’s premium.) 

It is not too early to start thinking about what you would like to sell at next year’s auction. In recent years, we 
have proven that the top buyers will show up to compete for premium pieces. So if you’re ready to cash in, 
we’re here to help. Happy collecting!  -Dave Huisman, RWCS Auction Manager The only 2 gallon Red Wing salt glaze double leaf 

churn known to exist sold for $25,300 – the top 
piece at this year’s RWCS CrockFest Auction.

Some collectors questioned 
where this impressive 10 gal 
bird churn was made, but it 
still sold strong at $13,200.

At right, the 5 lb. Red Wing 
butter crock with Michigan, 
ND advertising sold for 
$3,300. The salesman 
sample churn from an 
unidentified pottery brought 
$297. Both were mint.

The repaired line on the back 
of this 5 gallon Red Wing 
Àoral churn kept the price 
“reasonable” at $10,450.

Left: These attractive 
Town & Country serving 
pieces came with the 
original wooden lazy 
Susan, which is quite 
difficult to find. This 
made the sale price of 
$412.50 a steal.

This tall and heavy blue-
banded Àoor vase with 
strong Red Wing charac-
teristics brought $3,960.

Standing beside a 10 gal cooler for perspective, 
this massive Nokomis Àoor vase sold for $3,300. 
It’s pictured on the cover of the April 2006 RWCS 
Newsletter. The damaged cooler brought $440.

It took $12,650 to take 
home this 10 gallon 
primitive butterÀy cooler.

This pair of Red Wing art 
pottery cowboys lassoed a 
high bid of $2,475.

Always a head-turner, this Red Wing brushed 
ware bread crock sold for $2,420. It didn’t have 
a lid and had a small, albeit hard to detect repair. 
The pristine 1 gal Ladner advertising jug next to 
it sold for $1,100.

The rarest of Red Wing’s Gray 
Line items, the 12” mixing bowl 
sold for $1,980 and the cake 
stand brought $2,310. Both 
had slight condition issues.

Despite a line near 
the oval, this 10 gallon 
birchleaf churn sold for 
$3,080.

Selling for 
$4,620, this 
“Happy New 
Year 1894” mini 
canteen made 
for Milwaukee’s 
L.M. Pierron 
brought a 
premium due 
to its excellent 
condition.
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Story by Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director & 
Danae Prock, RWCS Foundation President
Photos by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

Wow – what a great CrockFest! All of us at your 
Pottery Museum of Red Wing were happy to have our 
Summer Sizzle Indoor & Outdoor Antique event again, 
especially with the beautiful weather we had that week. It 
couldn’t have been nicer!

“When We Wish Upon North Star”, our Wednesday evening event, was well attended 
and included the surprise information that your museum has entered into a purchase 
agreement for the kiln. In the next several years we will stabilize and restore the kiln 
as an addition to the museum campus. More details to follow soon.

In addition to seeing everyone at Convention and getting caught up on news, we 
also welcomed several riverboat and bus tours. These groups provided additional 
excitement to the week, and it was wonderful for collectors and boat guests to see 
each other.

Having David Sinclair give a presentation on Museum Day about the stoneware of 
southwestern Pennsylvania was a highlight. Several people stayed afterwards to talk 
to David in more depth.

We were excited to be the launchpad for Danaè and Bill Prock’s new book, Cobalt on 
Clay: Red Wing Salt Glaze Stoneware Decorations. This beautifully illustrated book 
is a welcome addition to the stoneware cannon. You can order it directly from the 
Procks or through Amazon.com.

All-in-all, it was a busy and fun-¿lled week!

Kiln Purchase ANNOUNCEMENT Leads 

“WHEN WE Wish Upon North Star” EVENT
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RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis Yaeggi:

A Collector Before His Time

A Paid Advertorial from Millers Auction Co.

by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski 

Imagine this: a passionate and well-liked Red 
Wing stoneware collector pounds the pavement 
in the 1970s and 80s, acquiring every good 
piece he can ¿nd. And by “good”, I mean really 

good. Desirable and hard to ¿nd items – several of 
which would be the centerpiece of many collections. He amasses 
one of the best collections of his time before his untimely death, 
and then his collection sits mostly unchanged for 30 years.

While his family continues to enjoy his collection, it becomes 
a thing of legend during that span, because few others have 

the opportunity to lay eyes on it. Salt glaze water coolers, 
seldom seen advertising items, rare mini jugs and several 

other unique pieces that most collectors didn’t even know 
existed, having never appeared in any book or Red Wing 
Collectors Society Newsletter. Can you imagine how 
incredible it would be if that collection was auctioned off?

You can stop imagining, because this describes the 
collection of RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis Yaeggi to a T, 
and Millers Auction Co. will sell it all on Saturday, Nov. 11, 

2023 in Tomah, WI. As the pieces in his collection attest, 
Dennis was a man before his time when it came to collecting 

Red Wing stoneware. The foresight he had to seek out the 
unique and hard to ¿nd was matched by few others in his day.

As one who always liked antiques and the history they 
represent, stoneware immediately caught Dennis’ eye in 

the mid 1970s, which happened to be when he met his 
future wife, Nona. Although they started the stoneware 
journey together, she says he was always the driving 
force. Long before the luxury of the internet, cell 
phones and other resources that collectors have 
today, he quickly ¿lled a rolodex with the contact info 
of fellow collectors and began building his collection.

“Collecting took us to dozens of auctions, Àea 
markets and sales all over, and we met a ¿ne bunch 

of people along the way that were just 
as crazy about this stuff as we were!” 
Nona recalls, fondly. “Calls were 
made on land lines. Photos and 
correspondence were sent through 
US mail. And the weekly issue of 
Antique Trader connected us all.” 

Things really got cooking when they 
found their way to the city of Red Wing.

“The Red Wing Collectors Society was just 
what Dennis needed,” Nona says. “He was 
such a people person that it was easy for 
him to start up a conversation with anyone. 
And we all spoke the same stoneware 

language! He listened, learned, and was 
happy to share his knowledge with anyone. 

That’s when he discovered that there was more to it than just buying 
anything with a wing and he started honing in on the uncommon.”

Outside of collecting, Dennis taught music to handicapped 
children at Lakeland School in Elkhorn, WI for 20 years.

“He especially enjoyed working with the very young, sitting on 
the Àoor with his guitar and them with their rhythm instruments,” 
Nona explains. “Outside of school, Dennis was a horn instructor 
for the Pioneer Drum & Bugle Corps out of Milwaukee. He also 
wrote drills for winter color guard competitions.”

Dennis and Nona got married in 1980, and daughter Sara was 
born three years later. All the while, searching for good Red Wing 
continued to drive him.

“Dennis constantly hunted for pieces that few people had the 
pleasure of owning,” she says. “He collected like a mad man, as 
if he knew his time was short.”

Sara was only 8 years old when her dad passed away from a fast 
growing brain tumor in 1992. The RWCS named the Convention 
Display Room’s rare item award in his honor the following year, and 
he was posthumously inducted into the RWCS Hall of Fame in 1997.

“Receiving a rare item award like that is something that Dennis 
would have savored.” Nona says. “Equally as important for his 
legacy was the induction into the RWCS Hall of Fame. He would 
have been humbled to be in the company of such fellow recipients.”

While Nona has always enjoyed collecting stoneware, she 
admits it never reached the level of intensity that it did for 
Dennis. She eventually remarried, and she and husband Skip 
Knapp occasionally added pieces to what was ultimately Dennis’ 
collection. But now after all these years, the time has come to sell.

“Now as Skip and I are getting older, we are focused on divesting 
ourselves of collections that we both have so our daughters will 
not be saddled with such a monumental task,” she explains. 
“There are a few pieces of advertising stoneware from local areas 
that I am keeping. Skip also has things of sentimental value that 
aren’t going anywhere too soon as he thins out his collections.”

The Knapps approached Glenn Miller last summer because 
his full-service auction company was a natural ¿t for Dennis’ 
collection. His well-organized auctions are held live in-person 
and online to make bidding easy for everyone.

“This will likely be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to acquire some 
of these pieces, so it will be a fun auction,” Glenn says. “There’s 
no buyer’s premium for those who bid in person, and we’re treating 
all attendees to lunch and beverages on the day of the sale.”

Yaeggi’s collection can be previewed from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 10 and 7-9 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 11 at the Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, 1625 Butts Ave, in Tomah, WI, 54660. It will start at 9 
a.m. CST. There are 10 hotels in the area. Visit millersauctionco.com 
for a complete listing of items and links to online bidding.
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Despite being cut short by a strong wind gust and 
a storm threat that never really materialized, we’re 
pleased to report that the inaugural RWCS ROCK N’ 
BBQ event was a huge success! Nearly 270 RWCS 
members attended the Friday night event during 
CrockFest. A huge thanks goes out to all of the 
individuals and RWCS chapters that sponsored the 
event, and all the volunteers who helped make the 
party the success it was.

When all was said and done, the BBQ raised more 
than $12,000 for the RWCS! The RWCS Board of 
Directors also donated $1,000 to the Pottery Museum 
of Red Wing. Check out the News Briefs article on 
pg. 3 of this issue to learn more.

We’re looking forward to putting on another great 
party at the 2024 RWCS CrockFest, and we hope to 
see you there!  -Chris Tincher & Doug Perkins,     
      RWCS Reps at Large & Rock N’ BBQ Chairs
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