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The RWCS inducted two members into the RWCS Hall of Fame during the Annual 
Business Meeting on July 15 – Past RWCS President Larry Birks, and RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.

A member of the RWCS since 1988, Larry served as RWCS President from 2014-
2016, during which time he played an instrumental role on the RWCS Foundation 
Litigation Committee. In addition to spending countless hours on RWCS history, bylaws, 
procedures and manuals, he has maintained a focus on education. He’s presented 
several educational seminars on topics like auction grading, bail-handled jugs and faked 
advertising jugs to beware of. Most recently he served on the RWCS Board of Directors 
as Interim Education Manager and created the “Did You Know” education series for the 
RWCS Facebook page.

After serving as RWCS Trails West Chapter Vice President from 2006-2008, Larry 
served as Chapter President from 2008-2014 and again from 2020 to present. In addition 
to being a Pottery Museum of Red Wing Capital 300 Club Member, he helped renovate 
the current pottery museum interior, helped move the Schleich Pottery Museum to Red 

RWCS HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Birks and Rick Natynski, with family in tow, pose with the plaques they were 
presented at the RWCS Annual Business Meeting during the 45th CrockFest Convention on July 15.

Hall of Fame cont’d on pg. 15.
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Stephens

news briefs

2023 RWCS MIDWINTER EVENT TO BE HELD 

February 2-4 IN Des Moines
The RWCS Board of Directors recently voted to hold the 2023 MidWinter event at the 
Holiday Inn & Suites in Des Moines from Feb. 2-4, and RWCS Representatives at Large 
Doug Perkins and Chris Tincher will chair the event. We’re looking forward to returning to 
this venue and we’re excited to see everyone there!

The next issue of the RWCS Newsletter will contain everything you need to know about 
registering for MidWinter and booking your room. Until then, watch for updates on the 
of¿cial RWCS Facebook page.

2022 RWCS ELECTION RESULTS
First, a big thanks to our outgoing RWCS Board of Directors members. Past Treasurer Dan 
Beck and past Representative at Large Richard Natynski didn’t seek re-election, and past 
Representative at Large Diana Bailey didn’t win her bid for another term. We truly appreciate and 
thank each of them for the time and effort they gave to the RWCS over the past several years.

This was the ¿rst contested election we’ve had since transitioning to electronic balloting 
in 2016, and there were also some write-in campaigns this year. Thus, it was even more 
important that all members in good standing were able to vote. We used the balloteer.com 
platform for the election, which meant every member needed to have his or her own e-mail 
address on ¿le in order to receive a ballot (i.e. couples and family members couldn’t share 
an e-mail address). Thanks to a lot of work on the technology side by RWCS Technology 
Committee Chair Mike Stenstrom and Luke Wegner, the process ran smoothly. Members who 
didn’t have an e-mail address were able to call the of¿ce to request a paper ballot be mailed 
to them. This requires time and resources, so we strongly encourage all members to get an 
e-mail address on ¿le going forward. Here are the numbers of ballots sent and returned:

E-Ballots sent: 1,374  Returned: 398  •  Paper Ballots mailed: 281  Returned: 167
Total votes recorded: 565

Thanks to everyone who ran for a position, and congratulations to Russa Robinson (Vice 
President), Larry Birks (Treasurer), Nancy Lambert (Historian) and new Representatives at 
Large, Doug Perkins and Chris Tincher for being elected!

BIRKS STEPS DOWN FROM RWCS Board; 

stephens appointed as treasurer 
On Aug. 22, RWCS Hall of Famer Larry Birks announced his resignation from the RWCS Board of Directors. Larry rejoined the board as Interim Education 
Manager in 2021 after serving as President from 2014-2016. His accomplishments and contributions to the RWCS and collecting as a whole are numerous, 
and we owe him a debt of gratitude for his service. Thank you, Larry! He explains the reason for his departure below.

“After Convention this year, my wife Linda and I decided that it was the time in our lives to do some serious traveling while we still have our health and each 
other,” he says. “Knowing that there was a very well quali¿ed candidate for Treasurer available to take the position, we decided 
that now was the time for me to resign as Treasurer and continue chasing clay across this beautiful country. Thanks to all my 
friends who have voted for me and given me their support all these many years. We’ll see you at Convention.”

Following Larry’s announcement, the Board acted quickly and appointed RWCS Member Trevor Stephens as Interim Treasurer, 
as he ran a write-in campaign for the position in the recent election. Welcome, Trevor, and thank you for volunteering! He 
introduces himself below. -RWCS President Paul Wichert

I’m rather new to the RWCS, but I’ve been collecting, buying and selling antiques since age 12. I attended my ¿rst Convention 
in 2019 with my partner, Joey, and have made it to every one since. We live on the West Coast, but have really enjoyed the 
connections we have made through the society and collecting. I’ve focused on Red Wing advertising stoneware from the West 
Coast and a few other states. I also love really unique pieces and have been very fortunate to add a few more to my collection 
thanks to the relationships I have developed through the RWCS.

Auction attendees witnessed history at the RWCS 
CrockFest in July, when the 20 gallon bird crock on the 
cover shockingly sold for $73,700 (10% buyer’s premium 
included). That eclipses the previous assumed record-
holder, a large “Director’s Jug” that sold at auction in May 
of 2010, by nearly $20,000. RWCS Auction Manager 
Dave Huisman credits the power of an auction for the 
price, and wonders whether the bird crock would have 
even sold had it been set out for sale for $50,000 in the 
parking lot sales during CrockFest.

When it comes down to it, I think this was great for the 
hobby. True, this price is far out of reach for most collectors, 
but it validates the appeal of Red Wing stoneware and 
pottery as a whole, and raises it up a few tiers in the eyes 
of those who collect American antiques and folk art. That 
said, it’s still a far cry from the prices received for high 
quality salt glaze stoneware that was made on the East 
Coast in the 1800s, which routinely brings $30,000-
$75,000, with premium examples reaching $200,000-
$400,000 or more.
               	         -Rick Natynski, RWCS Newsletter Editor
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Crockfest REVIEW

The 45th Anniversary 
RWCS CrockFest 
was a wonderful 
celebration by all 
accounts! Attendees 
enjoyed everything 
from pottery sales on 
the streets to a picture-
perfect dinner cruise 
on Lake Pepin and 
everything in between!

It’s exciting that we 
can report an increase 

in attendance this year, bringing the total count to 
575 RWCS members. The air-conditioned River Bluff 
Education Center provided a perfect venue to set up 
the display room, education, the auction and a busy 
commons area where friends shared many hugs and 
conversations. The 45th Anniversary Jug was very 
popular, as members lined up to write their name 
on RWCS history and snap a photo next to it. River 
Bluff Executive Director and RWCS Member Cherie 
Johnson was wonderful to work with in planning and 
executing the event.

The Thursday morning welcome session provided 
an opportunity to view the 2022 Commemorative 
unveiled by creative Commemorative Manager, 
Bob Morawski. Following chapter meetings and an 
auction preview, members enjoyed a wonderful live 
and online auction. Dave Huisman, Auction Manager, 
accepted auction entries provided by RWCS 
members that included such a variety that there was 
something for everyone and at every budget. Thank 
you to Bob, Dave and their volunteers for all their 
time and talent working on the Commemoratives and 
Auction – both a big piece of CrockFest.

Education Manager and newly inducted RWCS 
Hall of Famer Larry Birks provided a nice variety 
of educational options and they were very well 
attended. A big thanks goes out to each and every 
speaker who presented this year, and thank you, 
Larry – ¿nding presenters and organizing all of the 
sessions takes time and dedication.

RWCS Hall of Famers Wendy Callicoat and Sue 
Jones Tagliapietra presented a wonderful KidsView 
session for youngsters. You can read all about it on 
pg. 6. There were lots of happy faces leaving the 
room when it ended. Thank you to all the volunteers 
that helped with KidsView.

Friday afternoon, following the Annual 
Business Meeting, attendees enjoyed 
a 45th Anniversary celebration as they 

viewed a historical photo presentation showing 
members through the years, munched on Hanisch 
cupcakes, and participated in RWCS trivia and 
drawings for door prizes.

Saturday morning, the ever-popular coffee and 
Donut Dash was enjoyed by members before they 
were welcomed inside the RWCS Show & Sale at 
the Red Wing Armory. Nearly 60 tables of pottery 
and antiques were available to buyers and sales 
were strong, according to many sellers. Thank you to 
RWCS Hall of Famer and Charter Member Gail Peck 
and her husband Merv, who set up tables and chairs 
on Friday and managed the sellers on Saturday. It 
was a great show! Thank you to RWCS Members 
Dan & Cindy Gustine and Anne Marie McDonald for 
helping set up and run the show.

On Saturday evening, 88 RWCS members journeyed 
to Lake City and cruised Lake Pepin onboard the 
Pearl of the Lake paddleboat. The smooth waves, 
gentle breeze and clear skies added to the success 
of the sold-out sunset dinner cruise. By all accounts, 
it was a great way to end a wonderful CrockFest. 

Many RWCS members gave up precious time in Red 
Wing to volunteer during CrockFest. More than 65 
volunteers handled a variety of tasks, too numerous 
to mention. Everyone who attended 2022 CrockFest 
owes them their thanks.

Several “behind the scene heroes” provided amazing 
support to make CrockFest fun and enjoyable for 
all, putting in more hours than most. Loading and 
unloading items stored in the RWCS of¿ce and 
storage unit on Tuesday and Wednesday, getting 
them to the school and also returning them to storage 
following the event is always a big undertaking. A 
giant thank you to those special people who gave up 
some of their time in Red Wing to help.  

Thank you, RWCS Members Ric Baker and Heidi 
Hahlen, for your amazing help all day Wednesday 
hanging signs, organizing apparel and many other 
tasks. RWCS Members Gary & Sharon Ingles, 
thank you for helping at the school on Friday and for 
manning the donut tables all morning on Saturday. 
Thank you, RWCS Members Dennis & Jeanne 
Weber, Wayne Lambert and Jacquie Rice for working 
the Liberty’s pizza concession at the Show & Sale. 

Apparel sales totaled $1,600 this year; thank you 
to those who manned the RWCS gear table on 
Thursday and Friday. There were many others who 
dropped what they were doing and stepped in to 
lend a hand when they saw someone needing help. 
You ALL helped make the 2022 CrockFest a huge 
success!

NANCY LAMBERT
2022 Convention Chair
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I enjoyed 
seeing 
everyone 
at the 2022 
CrockFest 
Convention, 
and had fun 
revealing 
the 45th 
Anniversary 
Commemorative 
at the welcome 
session on 
Thursday, 
July 14. 
Pictured below, Rowe Pottery made 
three versions of Red Wing’s advertising 
beater jars. Version A (RWCS 1977-
2022) was 60 percent of total production, 
Version B (Frank E. Ebner, Wabasha, 
MN) was 25 percent, and Version C 
(L.W. Williams, McCool Jct., NE) made 
up 15 percent of total production.

Thanks to the success we had over the 
past two years, members were again 
given the opportunity to order a set of the 
three versions. Those who did not order 
the set received a version at random. We 
sold a total of 1179 Commemoratives 
including 152 full sets. The limited 45th 
RWCS Anniversary mini jug surpassed 
expectations. Also made by Rowe 
Pottery, we sold 406 of them!

The 2022 RWCS Special 
Commemorative is a blue-banded 
advertising Àoral vase. Of the 19 specials 
produced, 10 have Rotterman Bros., St. 
Paul advertising and were awarded to 
display winners, while nine have Frank 
Tobisch, Stillwater, MN advertising 
and were given away through various 
drawings at Convention.

We started shipping Commemoratives 
in mid-August, so everyone should have 
received their order by now. A big thanks 
goes out to those who helped pack and 
ship the Commemoratives. Work on next 
year’s Commemorative starts now!

BOB MORAWSKI
Commemorative Mgr.
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You ALL helped make the 2022 CrockFest a huge 
success!

NANCY LAMBERT
2022 Convention Chair
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I enjoyed 
seeing 
everyone 
at the 2022 
CrockFest 
Convention, 
and had fun 
revealing 
the 45th 
Anniversary 
Commemorative 
at the welcome 
session on 
Thursday, 
July 14. 
Pictured below, Rowe Pottery made 
three versions of Red Wing’s advertising 
beater jars. Version A (RWCS 1977-
2022) was 60 percent of total production, 
Version B (Frank E. Ebner, Wabasha, 
MN) was 25 percent, and Version C 
(L.W. Williams, McCool Jct., NE) made 
up 15 percent of total production.

Thanks to the success we had over the 
past two years, members were again 
given the opportunity to order a set of the 
three versions. Those who did not order 
the set received a version at random. We 
sold a total of 1179 Commemoratives 
including 152 full sets. The limited 45th 
RWCS Anniversary mini jug surpassed 
expectations. Also made by Rowe 
Pottery, we sold 406 of them!

The 2022 RWCS Special 
Commemorative is a blue-banded 
advertising Àoral vase. Of the 19 specials 
produced, 10 have Rotterman Bros., St. 
Paul advertising and were awarded to 
display winners, while nine have Frank 
Tobisch, Stillwater, MN advertising 
and were given away through various 
drawings at Convention.

We started shipping Commemoratives 
in mid-August, so everyone should have 
received their order by now. A big thanks 
goes out to those who helped pack and 
ship the Commemoratives. Work on next 
year’s Commemorative starts now!

BOB MORAWSKI
Commemorative Mgr.
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$6,400 with lid

$3,250 (repaired)

A lot of great pieces showed up at this year’s RWCS CrockFest Convention, several of which 
are pictured here. Pieces are labeled with their asking prices if recorded. Unlabeled pieces were 
either brought for show, pictured after they sold or were not recorded. Condition varied piece-by-
piece and actual sales prices were not disclosed.

Crockfest Jaw Droppers

5

Below: This 
3 gallon 
target crock 
might not 
look like 
anything 
out of the 
ordinary, 
but it had 
the exact 
same 
decoration 
on the 
other side! 

$1,700$24,950

$350

$1,600 each

$950 (pair)

$6,750 (repaired)

Signed

$3,200

At left: This spectacular 3 gallon crock 
attributed to North Star appears in 
Clay Giants 2 and Clay Giants 3. The 
piece had significant grease staining 
back then, but after it sold at an auction 
this year, the new owner successfully 
cleaned it. At right: Brushedware funeral 
urns aren’t difficult to find, but finding a 
matching husband and wife pair is a tall 
order. The same applies to the green Red 
Wing jug and cups at far right. Individual 
items from the set turn up occasionally, but 
a complete set with stopper is hard to find.
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$1,400 (MN oval)

$1,795

$4,750
At left and right: The dealer who 
offered these brass valves acquired 
them from a former pottery worker 
who said they were used on boiler 
equipment at the Red Wing Potteries.
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KidsView 2022
in REVIEW

Story by RWCS Hall of Famers and KidsView Founders
Wendy Callicoat & Sue Jones Tagliapietra
The 2022 CrockFest KidsView room was electric! We feel this was one of the 
most successful KidsView events ever held. We had 18 kids participate in this 
year’s activities. Not only were they were attentive, but many were also able to 
remember the lessons we taught last year. 

KidsView highlights began with a visit from our friend, proli¿c Red Wing Designer 
Charles Murphy (played by RWCS Hall of Famer Steve Brown). He shared 
examples of several of his favorite designs and taught the kids about the things 
that inspired his creations, such as nature, color, Àowers, etc. 

RWCS Hall of Famer Diane Hallstrom also joined us this year, providing Àowers 
and her Àoral arranging expertise so the kids could arrange Àowers in actual 
Red Wing vases. Because his train was late leaving Red Wing, Mr. Murphy was 
able to come back to the KidsView room to look at the kids’ creations. He was 
impressed that they remembered some of the ideas that inspired him and used 
them in their Àower arrangements.

Thanks to all the members who donated items to the KidsView Show & Sale! 
You helped make it another successful sale this year. We had ¿ve vendors at our 
sale, each of whom were KidsView graduates who come back each year to help 
us with the program. There were smiles all around as the kids packed up their 
treasures. We will keep you advised as to our needs for next year as we work to 
plan the curriculum for 2023.

Special KidsView T-shirts, tote bags and the annual KidsView pottery necklace 
(pictured above), which was donated by RWCS Members Mike & Russa 
Robinson, all were carefully placed amongst their possessions. Smiles were 
everywhere. A big “thank you” to our KidsView volunteer team! We’ve worked 
together for a long time and it’s always great fun reuniting.

I have a law degree (JD) and an MPA, and I’m currently the business 
manager for our county’s Community Justice Department, where I 
oversee large budgets, grants and contracts, and play a major role 
in program development. I spend much of my day in spreadsheets 
and I’m constantly working on strategies to increase our ¿scal and 
administrative ef¿ciencies. While I don’t practice a speci¿c area of 
law, I am a licensed attorney and have experience in legal research, 
contract drafting and contract management. Using my education 
and professional experience, I’m excited to give back to the society 
in the role of Treasurer!

Floyd appointed to RWCS Board
The results of the 2022 RWCS Board of Directors election created 
a vacancy on the board, with past Interim Education Manager 
Larry Birks elected to the role of Treasurer. Shortly after the 
RWCS Crockfest Convention, the board was excited to hear from 
RWCS Member Aarika Floyd, who expressed interest in ¿lling the 
position. It’s my pleasure to congratulate Aarika and thank her 
for volunteering! She was of¿cially appointed Interim Education 
Manager during the Aug. 17 RWCS Board meeting. Aarika 
introduces herself below. -RWCS President Paul Wichert

Hello, everyone! I am so excited 
to start my position as the Interim 
Education Manager! Yes, I have 
never missed a summer coming to 
Red Wing since birth – even in 2020! 
I’ve been a volunteer for the Society 
in many roles since I was 7, starting 
with the Auction Committee run by 
my parents, Jeff & Paulette Floyd. 
I have over 20 years of volunteer 
experience with the Society, and 
a working background in the ¿eld 
of education being an instructor 
for international students learning 
English and an Academic Director for 
an English language school.

I’m very appreciative to the Board 
for appointing me after I expressed 
my interest in the position. I hope to 
draw in and educate new members 
along with our diverse group of 
current members and collectors that 
we already have. I believe the RWCS 
membership, the people, make our 
events fun and worthwhile, and 
we have a wealth of knowledge and 
collecting experience within. I’d like to 
invite anyone who would love to tell 
stories about their collection, share how it has shaped the design of 

their home, what drew them to collect – anything you’d like to 
share – let me know! We’d all love to hear from you!

Continued from page 3.

News Briefs cont’d on pg. 14.

FloydFloyd

Aarika poses with her 
KidsView plate at her 15th 
RWCS Convention in 2001.
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2022 DISPLAY ROOM RESULTS

The RWCS CrockFest 
Convention Display Room 
didn’t disappoint, as we 
had several solid displays. 
I’d like to thank everyone 
who displayed this year – 
they did a great job and the 
voting was pretty close in most of the categories, I was really impressed by the foot traf¿c. More 
than 300 RWCS members viewed the displays and voted, which was awesome. Upon learning 
that the Society was in need of a chapter to oversee the 2022 Display Room, I was excited that 
the RWCS Lewis & Clark Chapter stepped up to the task. A big thanks goes out to all of my fellow 
chapter members who volunteered their time to run to the room. Thanks again to everyone to 
participated! The RWCS Badger Chapter has already volunteered to oversee the 2023 Display 
Room. -Doug Perkins, 2022 Display Chair & RWCS Representative at Large

Right: The Dennis 
Yaeggi Rare Item 
Award went to this 
5 gallon salt glaze 
beehive jug with 
“Wine.” written 
below a cluster of 
grapes displayed 
by Rick Natynski. 
Russa Robinson 
and John Key 
also displayed in 
the category.

Dennis 

Yaeggi 

Rare Item 

Award 

Above: People’s Choice winner “Chicken Feeders & Poultry Waterers” by 
Maxine Paxson. Nancy Lambert also displayed “2 Churn Butter” in the 
Stoneware category.

Above: People’s Choice and Best of Show winner “Now Appearing…Harmony Sextet with 
Friends” by Mary Lynn Headrick. Lowell & Corrinne Reed also displayed “Red Wing Art 
Pottery with a Heart” in the Art Pottery category.

Above: People’s Choice winner “Connecting with Sewer Pipe by Dan 
DePasquale. Jo Landis also displayed “Convention Buttons” in the 
Memorabilia category.

Above: People’s Choice winner “Red Wing Egg Plates & Spoon Rests” by Charles 
Murhpy and Belle Kogan” by Glenn Beall. Tim & Jo Ellen Broetzmann also displayed 
“Beater Jars” in the Dinnerware category.

DINNERWAREDINNERWARE

STONEWARESTONEWARE

art potteryart pottery

memorabiliAmemorabiliA

Above: People’s Choice winner “Dinnerware Quilts made by Grace Farr in 
the Mid-1980s” displayed by Kathy Roschen.

MULTIMEDIAMULTIMEDIA

10 Above: The RWCS Golden State Chapter displayed its Chapter Commemoratives, 
most of which were made by Mike Robinson. The RWCS Lewis & Clark Chapter 
also displayed North Dakota advertising pieces (pictured at top of page).

Lewis & Clark ChapterLewis & Clark Chapter

GOLDEN STATE CHAPTERGOLDEN STATE CHAPTER
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Crockfest AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

The Red Wing Crockfest auction was a success, once again. Total sales surpassed $133,000, but mainly 
because of the 20 gallon Minnesota Stoneware-signed salt glaze bird crock, which sold for $67,000. Yes, 
sixty seven thousand dollars! That’s $73,700 after ¿guring in the 10 percent buyer’s premium, which is 
believed to be the most money ever paid for any piece of Red Wing stoneware or pottery.

Thanks to all of the consignors, bidders and especially volunteers – some of whom helped out all three days 
in preparation for the big event.

To everyone who attended in person, I apologize for the way the printed auction catalog was formatted. I just 
used the format that our auction company uses for making catalogs. Next year, we will make the type larger 
and include a line to record selling prices. Prices realized and photos of every item sold can be viewed on 
Proxibid by searching the archived results of Houghton Auctions. The prices of the auction highlights pictured 
here include a 10 percent buyer’s premium (15 percent online), which went to Houghton Auctions for running 
and clerking the sale. (The total sales ¿gure mentioned above does not include the buyer’s premium.) 

It is not too early to start thinking about what you would like to sell at next year’s auction. In recent years, we 
have proven that we do have the buyers for that premium piece that you would like to turn into cash. Happy 
collecting!  -Dave Huisman, RWCS Auction Manager

Above: Auctioneer/RWCS Member Todd Houghton 
calls for bids for this Minnesota Stoneware-signed 
20 gallon bird crock. With the 10% buyer’s premium 
factored in, it hammered down for a record $73,700.Several 

collectors 
thought
this 
“Oconto 
Cash 
Store” adv. 
Cherry-
band 
pitcher was 
made for a 
Wisconsin 
merchant, 
but newspaper ads from the 
early 1900s prove it was 
actually located in Nebraska. 
The high bidders surely knew 
this, however, because it sold 
for $3,740!

At right, the Union 
Stoneware Co. 
mini jug sold for an 
impressive $2,090 
high bid. The cow/calf 
figure with chipped 
horn brought $1,375.

Front-stamped “Red Wing 
Stoneware Company”, this 20 gal 
butterÀy crock had a 5” hairline 
on back and sold for $1,540.

Although it had some handle 
chips, it still took $825 to take 
home this 5 gallon crock 
with a desirable fat leaf.

Left: At 11 ½” 
tall, this nice 
#569 Rum 
Rill Athenian 
Group vase 
in Suntan 
glaze sold for 
$385.

Left: This glossy 
green Red Wing 
#890 lamp featuring 
oxen pulling a 
covered wagon sold 
for $577.50. Right: 
The #660 Red Wing 
mailbox planter 
sold for $165.

Red Wing 
made this 
desirable 
“Chocolate 
Cooler Co.” 
adv. piece 
for a Grand 
Rapids, MI 
company that 
manufactured 
furnishings 
for ice cream 
parlors. It 
brought 
$1,760 and 
included a bar-handled petal lid. Two 50 gallon crocks with 

damage sold in the auction. 
This one brought $1,210; the 
other sold for $1,100.

Stamped to the lower right of 
the leaf tip, this attractive 10 
gallon Minnesota Stoneware 
crock sold for $2,200.

The back-stamped Red Wing Stoneware 
12 gal butterÀy above left brought 
$1,347.50. The mint Red Wing #1122 
boy figure sold for $247.50.

Complete with lid and 
stand, this mint Bob 
White water cooler sold 
for $550.

These quart and ½ gallon fruit jars with 
advertising from a Madison, NE merchant 
sold for $2,035 and $1,705, respectively.

At $2,035 (above) and 
$770, a pair of cobalt stag 
coolers with lids brought 
wildly different prices.
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coolers with lids brought 
wildly different prices.
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Story by RWCS Foundation Board
Event photos by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

Your Pottery Museum of Red Wing welcomed hundreds 
of guests in the days leading up to CrockFest. On 
Tuesday, July 12, the Summer Sizzle Antique Market 
commenced in the parking lot outside of your museum. 
Upon coming into the Pottery Museum, guests were able 
to see many new items and displays created including double-
stamped crocks, double-handled jugs, ‘Lunch Hour’ pieces, the 
shoulder jugs on a wagon, and the art pottery animal display (pictured at left with RWCS 
Hall of Famer Ron Linde).

Museum Day began on Wednesday with a wide array of fun activities and educational 
opportunities. During “Red Wing on the Run,” stations were set up inside where fellow 
collectors could get together to learn and share about topics including Red Wing 
Lamps, Salt Glaze Transition Stamps, Life in and Around the Clay Pits, Minnesota 
Rubber Stamps, Mold Making, Rumrill, Dinnerware and the Red Wing Saloon. During 
the evening feature, “A Night at Your Museum” guests received Àashlights and enjoyed 
hot dogs and hors d’oeuvres followed by ice cream. More than $5,000 was raised from 
donations, a silent auction, wine pull and a 50/50 draw. A special thanks goes to the 
winner of the 50/50 draw, Becky Anderson. It was moving to watch as her name was 
drawn as the winner and then immediately upon accepting, she donated ALL of her 
winnings to your Pottery Museum (pictured at left).  

Although most of our CrockFest friends have left, your museum is still busy because 
riverboat season is upon us. We love sharing passion for Red Wing with folks from 
around the world. With the new potter’s wheels, guests can take home memories of their 
hands-on experience in addition to pottery items they are able to buy in the gift store 
because of your donations. THANK YOU!

Come One, Come All 

to the Greatest Museum of All!

Above: RWCS Foundation Board member Gary Tyc and Nancy 
Barth played the roles of Red Wing potter Emil Shotola and his wife 
Skulfrid Shotola at an entertaining skit during the pottery Museum 
of Red Wing’s “A Night at Your Museum” event. The Shotola estate 
was sold at auction in the 1980s and several pieces from that sale 
are currently part of a special display at the Pottery Museum.

Photo courtesy of Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing DirectorPhoto courtesy of Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director
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C L A S S I F I E D S

RED WING FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Commemoratives: 1977 through 
2019. Three sets of spongeware panel bowls 5” 
through 11” ($725 per set). Very good condition. 
Also about 150 Hummels for sale. Call Tom at 
608-838-8926.

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: 5-inch Royal Blue REED mixing 
bowl; Pelican Ash Receiver #880 Matt Burgundy 
glaze; Magnolia Group shape No. 1020 Pitcher, 
1027, 1216, 1234 Vases and 1032 Plate in 
Oxblood (burgundy) glaze. Contact Jay at 
jayjuergens@mac.com or 952-881-1676. 
Hoping to hear from you!  11/22

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from 
Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, 
and Utah. WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR RED 
WING pieces from Wyoming. Always looking for 
other rare and unique items. Contact Trevor at 
tstephe4@gmail.com or 541-480-3016.  3/24

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, and 
colors of Michigan advertising. If you have a piece 
just sitting around not getting the love like it use 
to anymore, let’s change that! Call or text Eric at 
906-282-1180 or e-mail edeyaert@mtu.edu. 11/23

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with 
North Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & 
churns, too. The more rare the better! Will pay 
top $$ for the right pieces. Contact 701-270-
0242 or beehive@polarcomm.com 

WANTED: Red Wing “D.K. Lundberg” 
advertising bean pot with “See you tomorrow” 
saying. Call or text Clint at 414-416-2401. 11/22

WANTED: I’m a life long Montanan working hard 
to improve my collection of Montana, Idaho and 
Wyoming stoneware. If you happen to have, or 
know somebody that has an example, PLEASE 
let me know and let’s talk! I promise you won’t 
regret it! Call or text 406-788-7851, e-mail me 
at sawtooth5150@gmail.com, or drop a note to 
Skyland Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 3/24

WANTED: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any 
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye Excelsior 
Springs bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 qt Macomb 
Excelsior Springs bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red 
Wing advertising bailed jugs. Contact Larry at 
grn57tr@gmail.com or 816-898-9260.

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Omaha 
and Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing 
mini jugs – Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze 
and bisque. Still looking for mini & salesman 
sample Àower pots in any colors, too. Contact 
cobe142@cox.net or 402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, 
WI advertising, RW salt glaze salesman sample 
crocks, and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline 
vase. Contact Rick at 414-416-WING or 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org

A D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a ¿rst-come, 
¿rst-served basis. In addition to appearing in the 
newsletter, classi¿eds and display ads are posted 
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size		  Ad Rate
Full page 			   $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 275
1/4 page 			   150

1/8 page			   85
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions

Full Page 			   8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 			   4 x 5.25
1/8 page 			   4 x 2.125
Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or 
PDF ¿le. There is an additional 10 percent fee for 
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).
DEADLINES

Issue      	      Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25	     Nov. 15	     Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10	     Feb. 1	      March 15
May               April 10      April 1         May 15
September    Aug. 1	      July 25      Sept. 1
November	    Oct. 1	      Sept. 25    Nov. 1

EDITOR ADDRESS

E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to: 
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072. 
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with 
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

RWCS BYLAW CHANGES REJECTED
Proposed changes to the RWCS Bylaws failed to receive a vote of 
approval from two-thirds of the members in attendance at the RWCS 
Annual Business Meeting held July 15 during the 2022 CrockFest 
Convention. As a result, the bylaws remain unchanged.

RWCS FACEBOOK CHAPTER 

UN-CHARTERED; GROUP PAGE RENAMED
The Red Wing Collectors Society Board of Directors voted on July 13, 
2022, to un-charter the RWCS Facebook Chapter in conjunction with the 
RWCS Facebook Chapter of¿cers. The new name for the Facebook page 
is “Red Wing Stoneware and Pottery Collectors Group”.

The Facebook Chapter was established in 2015 and chartered in 2016 
with the express purpose of providing a venue on Facebook for Red Wing 
collectors to visit for education and fun without the requirement of being a 
member of the RWCS. Chapter of¿cers felt it would be a wonderful place 

for attracting new members for the RWCS, as their members 
realized that belonging to the Society and attending Convention 
and MidWinter would offer even more fun and education. 

The of¿cers of the Facebook Chapter have seen a change over the years 
regarding their ability to increase the membership in the RWCS, and as a 
result decided that being a chapter was simply hindering the drive to get 
new members for the Society. Of¿cers of the former Facebook Chapter 
page assure that their goals for the new page will be the same: to provide 
education, information and fun. They have pledged to continue to support 
the RWCS and all its endeavors, and share information provided by their 
membership, which at this point is over 6,000 members strong. The group 
donated the remaining funds in its treasury to the RWCS.  
				        -RWCS Board of Directors

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE OF YOUR 

RWCS NEWSLETTER
RWCS members, don’t forget to renew your membership online before it 
expires! Before you toss the envelope that this issue was mailed in, clip 
out and save the address box, which includes your membership number 
and expiration date – it will come in handy when logging into the RWCS 
website. Also, please keep your contact information up to date so you 
receive important RWCS information. If you have any problems logging 
in, please contact membership@redwingcollectors.org.

“News Briefs” continued from page 6.
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45 YEARS

Wing and worked with the Trails West Chapter to provide 
signi¿cant donations of time and money to make the 
Pottery Museum of Red Wing a success.

Rick is the youngest of the 34 people inducted in the 
RWCS Hall of Fame in the Society’s 45-year history. He 
joined the RWCS in June 2001 and has served as RWCS 
Newsletter Editor from 2006 to present. During that 
time, he has produced nearly 100 issues of the RWCS 
Newsletter, taken thousands of photos at RWCS events, 
completed countless interviews and authored hundreds 
of articles.

He’s presented educational seminars on Red Wing salt 
glaze stoneware at several RWCS Conventions and 
Midwinter events and he’s won the “Dennis Yaeggi Rare 
Item Award” in the Convention Display Room six times 
since 2007. He’s also a charter member of the RWCS 
Badger Chapter.

Rick’s passion for uncovering the history of Red 
Wing’s clay industry and helping RWCS members 
tell their stories is clearly evident in his work. His love 
of stoneware and pottery coupled with his writing, 
photography and page design skills has rewarded 
his fellow RWCS members with a highly informative 
and attractively presented newsletter for 17 years and 
counting. -Nancy Lambert, RWCS Historian

“Hall of Fame” continued from page 2.
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RWCS Hall of Famer steve showers: 1943-2022
Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

The RWCS lost one of its best-known members May 10, 
when RWCS Hall of Famer Steve Showers passed away 
at the age of 78. Likely the ¿rst person to ever turn a 
spade in the Red Wing Pottery Dump, Steve started dump 
digging long before it was cool. He unearthed thousands 
of shards in a digging career that spanned more than 50 
years and linked many pieces of questionable origin to 
Red Wing’s pottery industry in the process.

Born in Rochester, MN as the second of six children to 
Howard & Arlene Showers, Steve’s ¿rst run-in with the 
Red Wing Pottery Dump occurred in the mid-1950s when 
his mother brought him along to shop for dinnerware.

“I would nose around down there when I was about 12 
or 13 years old, while my mother shopped around up in 
the Pottery Sales Room,” Steve recalled in a December 
2007 RWCS Newsletter article. “Sometimes an employee 
would chase me away, but for the most part, nobody 
cared when I took a few shards home.”

Steve’s beloved wife of 49 years, Phyllis, says he often 
spun stories about tossing discarded dinner plates around 
the dump like they were Frisbees. But it wasn’t until he 
left the service in the late 1960s that “Showers”, as she 
affectionately calls him, discovered his passion for digging.

“He was in his late 20s when he dug up a jug at his 
sister’s house,” Phyllis explains. “Instead of just throwing 
it away, he decided to do some research and found out it 
was worth some money.”

That experience reminded him of all the stoneware that 
was sitting in heaps behind the Potteries. He assumed 
there had to be intact pieces down there that still had 
value, so he took the 20-minute drive to Red Wing 
from his home. Lo and behold, he was right; the vast 
wasteland of pottery was ripe for the picking, and pick he 
did. Many of the whole crocks he brought home quickly 
found themselves as planters for Phyllis’ Àowers, while 
others were saved or sold. Before long, Phyllis started 
joining Steve on digs and she too was hooked. In the 
early days, their kids would even go along, and when 
they found something of interest, Steve often bought it 
from them to keep them engaged.

“He would go digging whenever he had a chance,” Phyllis 
says. “I usually went with on weekends and we’d spend 
the entire day digging. It was a great way for us to spend 
time together. After we had been there for awhile, he’d say 
‘Just a couple more hours’ or ‘Just one more piece.’”

The couple joined the RWCS in 1978, and sharing 
knowledge with fellow collectors soon became a priority. 
Steve gave his ¿rst educational seminar on dump digging 
at Convention that year, and with Phyllis by his side for 
most of them, he went on to give presentations at more 
than 50 Conventions and MidWinter events about his 
¿nds. Many collectors attended his presentation year 
after year, which led to some of the best friendships he 
ever built. He often sold his ¿nds at RWCS events and 

always extended an open invitation to collectors to join 
him on digs. A few of the local RWCS chapters even held 
special digs with him over the years. He was inducted 
into the RWCS Hall of Fame in 2011.

The biggest complete crock Steve ever pulled from the 
dump was 40 gallons. Despite having some cracks and 
being warped to the point where a lid wouldn’t ¿t it, it was all 
there in one piece. Phyllis says he always hoped he would 
¿nd a 20 gallon crock ¿lled with mini jugs, but never did. 
In addition to collecting Red Wing, Steve also collected 
bottles and often dug in dumps and privy sites in other 
Minnesota towns like Faribault, Mankato and New Ulm. 

Most people don’t consider digging holes in the woods to 
be their cup of tea, especially while encountering critters. 
But Steve never stopped loving it. Even a week before 
he died, he was down at the pottery dump, wearing 
oxygen tubes to assist in breathing (photo at lower right). 
He explained his passion for digging best in that 2007 
newsletter article.

“Some people are big into things like hunting, ¿shing or 
racing, but for me, this is my hobby,” he said. “It gives 
me good exercise out in the fresh air, it’s a great stress 
reliever and I’ve met people from all over the country 
through collecting stoneware – some who are better 
friends than people I went to school with or worked with 
for many years. It’s the bonds that you build with people 
that make collecting Red Wing so much fun.”

The weekend before Steve passed, he and Phyllis 
attended the Iowa RWCS Chapter meeting. She says it 
was as if he knew he didn’t have much time left, and he 
wanted a chance to say goodbye to longtime friends.

More than 150 people turned out for Steve’s funeral – 
many of whom were friends from the RWCS or the bottle 
club he belonged to. Phyllis extends her thanks and 
appreciation for all the cards and donations she’s received 
since then. Several collectors and even a few RWCS 
chapters sent her checks to help her cover expenses.

Phyllis says she’s keeping some of Steve’s favorite 
pieces, but she’s starting to dispense of the rest of 
their extensive collection. In fact, she has a booth at 
Countryside Antiques in Cannon Falls, MN, where she 
can occasionally be found working at the counter. She 
and one of their sons also brought a small batch of 
Steve’s shards to the RWCS CrockFest Show & Sale in 
July, where sales were strong.

“Everybody wanted a piece of Showers to remember him 
by,” she says. “I miss him very much. Everything we did, 
we did together.”

An ode to dump digging appears in a permanent exhibit 
at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing, where a diorama 
depicts shards embedded in layers of dirt and clay. 
Steve’s shovel is included in the display.
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RWCS Hall of Famer steve showers: 1943-2022
Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

The RWCS lost one of its best-known members May 10, 
when RWCS Hall of Famer Steve Showers passed away 
at the age of 78. Likely the ¿rst person to ever turn a 
spade in the Red Wing Pottery Dump, Steve started dump 
digging long before it was cool. He unearthed thousands 
of shards in a digging career that spanned more than 50 
years and linked many pieces of questionable origin to 
Red Wing’s pottery industry in the process.
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Red Wing Pottery Dump occurred in the mid-1950s when 
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“I would nose around down there when I was about 12 
or 13 years old, while my mother shopped around up in 
the Pottery Sales Room,” Steve recalled in a December 
2007 RWCS Newsletter article. “Sometimes an employee 
would chase me away, but for the most part, nobody 
cared when I took a few shards home.”

Steve’s beloved wife of 49 years, Phyllis, says he often 
spun stories about tossing discarded dinner plates around 
the dump like they were Frisbees. But it wasn’t until he 
left the service in the late 1960s that “Showers”, as she 
affectionately calls him, discovered his passion for digging.

“He was in his late 20s when he dug up a jug at his 
sister’s house,” Phyllis explains. “Instead of just throwing 
it away, he decided to do some research and found out it 
was worth some money.”

That experience reminded him of all the stoneware that 
was sitting in heaps behind the Potteries. He assumed 
there had to be intact pieces down there that still had 
value, so he took the 20-minute drive to Red Wing 
from his home. Lo and behold, he was right; the vast 
wasteland of pottery was ripe for the picking, and pick he 
did. Many of the whole crocks he brought home quickly 
found themselves as planters for Phyllis’ Àowers, while 
others were saved or sold. Before long, Phyllis started 
joining Steve on digs and she too was hooked. In the 
early days, their kids would even go along, and when 
they found something of interest, Steve often bought it 
from them to keep them engaged.

“He would go digging whenever he had a chance,” Phyllis 
says. “I usually went with on weekends and we’d spend 
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The couple joined the RWCS in 1978, and sharing 
knowledge with fellow collectors soon became a priority. 
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at Convention that year, and with Phyllis by his side for 
most of them, he went on to give presentations at more 
than 50 Conventions and MidWinter events about his 
¿nds. Many collectors attended his presentation year 
after year, which led to some of the best friendships he 
ever built. He often sold his ¿nds at RWCS events and 

always extended an open invitation to collectors to join 
him on digs. A few of the local RWCS chapters even held 
special digs with him over the years. He was inducted 
into the RWCS Hall of Fame in 2011.

The biggest complete crock Steve ever pulled from the 
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there in one piece. Phyllis says he always hoped he would 
¿nd a 20 gallon crock ¿lled with mini jugs, but never did. 
In addition to collecting Red Wing, Steve also collected 
bottles and often dug in dumps and privy sites in other 
Minnesota towns like Faribault, Mankato and New Ulm. 

Most people don’t consider digging holes in the woods to 
be their cup of tea, especially while encountering critters. 
But Steve never stopped loving it. Even a week before 
he died, he was down at the pottery dump, wearing 
oxygen tubes to assist in breathing (photo at lower right). 
He explained his passion for digging best in that 2007 
newsletter article.

“Some people are big into things like hunting, ¿shing or 
racing, but for me, this is my hobby,” he said. “It gives 
me good exercise out in the fresh air, it’s a great stress 
reliever and I’ve met people from all over the country 
through collecting stoneware – some who are better 
friends than people I went to school with or worked with 
for many years. It’s the bonds that you build with people 
that make collecting Red Wing so much fun.”

The weekend before Steve passed, he and Phyllis 
attended the Iowa RWCS Chapter meeting. She says it 
was as if he knew he didn’t have much time left, and he 
wanted a chance to say goodbye to longtime friends.

More than 150 people turned out for Steve’s funeral – 
many of whom were friends from the RWCS or the bottle 
club he belonged to. Phyllis extends her thanks and 
appreciation for all the cards and donations she’s received 
since then. Several collectors and even a few RWCS 
chapters sent her checks to help her cover expenses.

Phyllis says she’s keeping some of Steve’s favorite 
pieces, but she’s starting to dispense of the rest of 
their extensive collection. In fact, she has a booth at 
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can occasionally be found working at the counter. She 
and one of their sons also brought a small batch of 
Steve’s shards to the RWCS CrockFest Show & Sale in 
July, where sales were strong.

“Everybody wanted a piece of Showers to remember him 
by,” she says. “I miss him very much. Everything we did, 
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at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing, where a diorama 
depicts shards embedded in layers of dirt and clay. 
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