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IN THIS ISSUE

the RWCS inducted Nancy Lambert into the 
RWCS Hall of Fame during its Annual Business 
Meeting on July 9. Nancy has contributed a 
myriad of accomplishments since becoming a 
member of the RWCS in 1997, including the 
following:
• RWCS Board of directors Historian, 2014-2022
• RWCS Foundation Board of directors, 2013-2019
• Wrote, photographed, designed and 
published Kansas/Missouri Advertising 
Stoneware from Red Wing, Minn., 2014

• “Wine-ing for Red Wing” Committee member, 2012-2019
• Founding member of “Friends of the Pottery Museum of Red Wing”, 2014
• Created and launched RWCS Foundation Capital 300 Club, 2015
• RWCS 40th anniversary Convention Chairperson, 2017 
• Compiled, designed and published Our Stories of Collecting, 2018
• Red Wing Collectors Society Convention Chairperson, 2021
• Contributed to the RWCS Newsletter and RWCS Convention Supplement and presented 
RWCS educational seminars

In introducing Nancy as the newest member of the RWCS Hall of Fame, past RWCS 
President Larry Birks credited Nancy for organizing the entire 2021 CrockFest Convention 
almost single-handedly, from start to ¿nish. 
“Many years ago, I learned from a sage marketing director that if you want to get a job done, 
give it to the busiest person in the of¿ce,” Larry says. “they will be organized, ef¿cient and 
know what it takes to do the job. that describes Nancy Lambert to a tee.”
Nancy has also promoted the RWCS and Pottery Museum of Red Wing through her time, 
writing and artistic talents. She created logos for the RWCS Trails West Chapter, Pottery 
Museum of Red Wing, Capital 300 Club and RWCS volunteer pin. She has also designed and 
produced posters for the RWCS Convention and Commemorative, membership brochures, 
a self-guided tour brochure for the museum, RWCS apparel, fundraising mailings and many 
other printed materials to promote the RWCS and Pottery Museum of Red Wing.

Congratulations for achieving this well-deserved honor, Nancy!

Newly inducted RWCS Hall of Famer Nancy 
Lambert and her husband, Wayne.
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ABOUT THE COVER

RWCS & RWCSF 

BOARDS ISSUE 

JOINT STATEMENT
The Red Wing Collectors 
Society (RWCS) Board of 
Directors and the Red Wing 
Collectors Society Foundation 
(RWCSF) Board of directors 
held a joint meeting on 
Sunday, July 11, following 
CrockFest 2021. the purpose 
was to discuss opportunities 
for the two organizations to 
work together for the good of 
both entities as well as collectors and members. Five RWCS Board Members and six 
RWCSF Board Members were able to attend (two via Zoom).

education is one of the key areas that the groups can easily work together on and is a 
cornerstone in both the RWCS and the RWCSF mission statements. A cooperative effort by 
both organizations has the potential to enhance membership and engagement in both groups.

the two organizations have unique methods of communicating with their members/
supporters and the joint plan will promote both groups using all avenues of communication. 
the RWCS and the RWCSF also want to let their members know that we want to – and 
need to – work together because we share the same interests in the collecting hobby, the 
friendships that have been formed, and want to ensure the long-term success of both.

as we move forward, it is easy to imagine that full, positive, joint support will be provided for 
each other in the endeavors of both the RWCS and the RWCSF. Although most people see 
us as one organization, we are two separate entities and will continue a shared mission to 
the legacy of the Red Wing clay industry.

          -RWCSF Board of Directors & RWCS Board of Directors

As a standard production piece shown in company 
literature, Red Wing Stoneware pitchers with blue sponging 
aren’t very dif¿cult to ¿nd. But considering how many of 
these pieces were made, it was surprising that the collecting 
world had never seen one stamped with a red wing.

that changed in fall of 2020, when collectors Jon & Nanci 
Julius shared pictures of their new acquisition on Facebook. 
after enjoying it in their home for about a year, they put it on 
loan at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing this summer so 
collectors could have a chance to see it in person. Pictured 
above, the owner of a one-of-a-kind fancy jug with the same 
blue sponging and red wing loaned their jug to the museum at 
the same time so the two pieces could be displayed together.

Nanci learned of the piece 2 years ago after attending a barn 
sale held by two pickers in Chicago’s northwestern suburbs.

“at their fall sale of 2019, I struck up a conversation with 
one of the individuals about blue shoulder bowls and 
identifying salt glaze,” Nanci explains. “I showed him a 
picture of salt glazed stoneware markings from one of the 
collector books. He asked if I could send it to him, so I 

texted it from my cell 
phone. He happened to 
keep my number, and 
a month or so after the 
sale, sent me pictures 
of the pitcher.”

Realizing they had 
never seen one like it, 
Jon and Nanci shared 
the photos with a few 
collectors they consider 
to be experts, and 
each believed it was 
legit. Unfortunately the 
owner wasn’t ready to 
part with it at the time, 
but they didn’t give up.

W W W. R E D W I N G C O L L E C T O R S . O R G

Please note that modifications may also need to be made due to weather. Be sure to follow the Pottery 
Museum of Red Wing’s facebook page and the museum’s website for additional details as we get closer 
to this exciting event.

RWCS President Paul Wichert (right) presents RWCS 
Foundation Member Dave Hallstrom with a $500 donation from 
the club at the RWCS Annual Business Meeting so the museum 
can restore and display a unique Àoral-decorated test or sample 
beverage server, sugar and creamer in the Futura shape.

News Briefs continued on pg. 6

Photo courtesy of Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director Char Henn.

About the Cover
continued on pg. 15.
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CROCKFEST REVIEW

Crocks, jugs, dinnerware and art pottery, fun events, great 
memories, perfect weather, connecting with old friends and making 
new ones – that pretty much sums up a fantastic CrockFest 2021. 

the attendance was higher than expected in spite of a very “iffy” year 
dealing with Covid-19. Members attending the keynote address 
during the Opening Session witnessed the Commemorative 
unveiling by Commemorative Manager Bob Morawski and enjoyed 
an entertaining and informative presentation by Ray & Cindy 
Brinkmann of Monmouth, IL. 

the thursday night CrockFest auction was the most successful 
in recent years. There were many rare items, and because the 
auction was also offered online, hammer prices were strong on the 
art pottery, stoneware, memorabilia and dinnerware pieces offered. thank you, auction Manager 
Dave Huisman, and volunteers who helped set up and run the auction.

the display room, hosted by trails West Chapter, looked a little different this year with a lineup 
of Mini-displays. Last summer the Convention Refresh Committee suggested making it easier 
for members to participate and offered this option of reducing the size of displays. the idea was 
implemented this year and proved very successful! displayers con¿rmed bringing fewer items to 
Red Wing was more manageable. thank you to all who pioneered this new option. Special thanks 
to the trails West Chapter and Chairperson Wayne Lambert for staf¿ng the room. 

all of the education sessions offered were well attended by members both at Colvill Park and offsite. 
the ¿rst of the “from the vault” series, Collector Classic Movies (CCM), was a new and added feature. 
Past recordings of experts in this entertaining format proved to be a fun addition. Special thanks to all 
the presenters and especially RWCS President Paul Wichert, Luke Wegner and Mike Stenstrom for 
setting up the tVs and speakers and to ann tucker and RWCS Hall of Famers Wendy Callicoat and 
Sue Jones Tagliapietra for orchestrating and setting up the CCM presentation and KidsView session.

Coffee and donuts from Hanisch Bakery were served to members waiting for the Show & Sale to 
open at Colvill Park on Saturday morning. It proved to be a fun social opportunity for members, 
and by all accounts everyone had a great time seeing each other one last time before heading 
home. thank you to RWCS Hall of Famer Gail Peck and her husband, Merv, for managing another 
successful Show & Sale!

It takes many hands to make CrockFest a success and RWCS members have always stepped 
up to help in so many special ways. There were several heroes who went above and beyond 
behind the scenes. the ¿rst group was the “heavy lifters” who were there to load the trailer with 
everything from the storage unit and of¿ce to Colvill Park and the armory. Paul Wichert, the 
tanakas (Heather, Matthew and emily), ann tucker, Wendy Callicoat, Wayne and Nancy Lambert 
and Miranda Reese loaded and unloaded boxes, stanchions, super heavy street signs and all 
the other supplies needed for the event. the next group was the “early birds” – Mitch and Julie 
Close set up tents for the CrockFest button and apparel sales tables at 7:30 each morning. tim 
and Roxie Lockhard assisted Merv and Gail Peck with the setup for Show & Sale and had the 
coffee brewing and the tables ready for donut delivery at 7 a.m. Saturday. the “support group” 
included Heidi Hahlen and her husband Rick Baker, who ran registration for three days, and 
Monica Natynski and Sue Buresch who worked the RWCS Gear table on thursday and Friday. 
We are so grateful for the tremendous help these members provided.

Finally, in addition to those previously mentioned, another big “thank you” to the more than 75 
volunteers who helped pass out registration badges, hang signs, check badges, serve coffee and 
donuts and Friday night appetizers, staff the display room, take down tables and chairs and clean 

up Colvill Courtyard. There were others who dropped what they were doing and stepped in 
to lend a hand when they saw the need. My sincere apologies if I’ve forgotten to mention 
anyone. you all helped make CrockFest a great success!

NANCY LAMBERT
2021 Convention Chair

BOB MORAWSKI
Commemorative Manager

It was great seeing all 
the familiar faces at the 
CrockFest Convention 
this year, and it was 
a pleasure to reveal 
the 2021 RWCS 
Commemorative at 
the welcome session 
on thursday, July 8. 
Pictured below, Rowe 
Pottery made three 
versions of the hen on 
a nest ¿gure originally 
made by the Red 
Wing Stoneware Company. Version a (zinc hen with 
brown head and tail, and zinc nest) was 60 percent 
of total production, Version B (a zinc hen with brown 
nest) was 25 percent, and Version C (brown hen with 
zinc nest) made up 15 percent of total production.

thanks to the success we had in 2020, members 
were again given the opportunity to order a set of 
the three versions. Those who did not order the set 
received a version at random. With all the different 
CrockFest events being held at Colvill Park and the 
Red Wing National Guard armory, there weren’t any 
secure rooms available to house Commemorative 
distribution. As a result, all pieces were sent out by 
mail, starting on Aug. 2.

We sold a total of 1379 commemoratives including 
180 full sets. the limited “COVId-19 Vaccine” mini jug 
was also a hit. Also made by Rowe Pottery, we sold 
376 of them.

the 2021 RWCS Special Commemorative is a hand-
turned sponged umbrella stand. Of the 19 specials 
produced, 10 have blue sponging and were awarded 
to display winners, while nine have blue and red 
sponging and were given away through various 
drawings at Convention. One of each version was 
auctioned off at the RWCS Show & Sale.

Once again, I’d like to thank everyone who helped 
pack and ship the Commemoratives. Sending 
out four times as many pieces as usual is quite a 
process! Since the CrockFest venues haven’t been 
determined for next year yet, we don’t know whether 
Commemorative distribution will return in 2022 or 
we’ll continue with the mail.
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and Roxie Lockhard assisted Merv and Gail Peck with the setup for Show & Sale and had the 
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Finally, in addition to those previously mentioned, another big “thank you” to the more than 75 
volunteers who helped pass out registration badges, hang signs, check badges, serve coffee and 
donuts and Friday night appetizers, staff the display room, take down tables and chairs and clean 

up Colvill Courtyard. There were others who dropped what they were doing and stepped in 
to lend a hand when they saw the need. My sincere apologies if I’ve forgotten to mention 
anyone. you all helped make CrockFest a great success!

NANCY LAMBERT
2021 Convention Chair

BOB MORAWSKI
Commemorative Manager

It was great seeing all 
the familiar faces at the 
CrockFest Convention 
this year, and it was 
a pleasure to reveal 
the 2021 RWCS 
Commemorative at 
the welcome session 
on thursday, July 8. 
Pictured below, Rowe 
Pottery made three 
versions of the hen on 
a nest ¿gure originally 
made by the Red 
Wing Stoneware Company. Version a (zinc hen with 
brown head and tail, and zinc nest) was 60 percent 
of total production, Version B (a zinc hen with brown 
nest) was 25 percent, and Version C (brown hen with 
zinc nest) made up 15 percent of total production.

thanks to the success we had in 2020, members 
were again given the opportunity to order a set of 
the three versions. Those who did not order the set 
received a version at random. With all the different 
CrockFest events being held at Colvill Park and the 
Red Wing National Guard armory, there weren’t any 
secure rooms available to house Commemorative 
distribution. As a result, all pieces were sent out by 
mail, starting on Aug. 2.

We sold a total of 1379 commemoratives including 
180 full sets. the limited “COVId-19 Vaccine” mini jug 
was also a hit. Also made by Rowe Pottery, we sold 
376 of them.

the 2021 RWCS Special Commemorative is a hand-
turned sponged umbrella stand. Of the 19 specials 
produced, 10 have blue sponging and were awarded 
to display winners, while nine have blue and red 
sponging and were given away through various 
drawings at Convention. One of each version was 
auctioned off at the RWCS Show & Sale.

Once again, I’d like to thank everyone who helped 
pack and ship the Commemoratives. Sending 
out four times as many pieces as usual is quite a 
process! Since the CrockFest venues haven’t been 
determined for next year yet, we don’t know whether 
Commemorative distribution will return in 2022 or 
we’ll continue with the mail.

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society



$2,800 (3 wings) $2,200 (Blue wing) $2,600 (back-stamped)

W W W. R E D W I N G C O L L E C T O R S . O R G
5

CROCKFEST JAW DROPPERS

A lot of museum-quality pieces were offered for sale at this year’s RWCS Convention, several of 
which are pictured here. Pieces are labeled with their asking prices if recorded. Unlabeled pieces 
were either brought for show, pictured after they sold or not recorded. Of course, condition varied 
piece-by-piece and actual sales prices were not disclosed.

At left: Hoping to 
take advantage 
of the strong 
market, RWCS 
Commemorative 
Mgr. Bob Morawski 
brought a lot of great 
items to sell from his 
collection, including 
the multi-stamped 
pieces shown on the 
bottom of this page. 
He had this pair of 1 
gal crocks priced at 
$7,500 and thought 
he had them sold 
twice, but each time 
the potential buyers 
thought they cost 
$75.00 due to the 
way he wrote the 
label. Ha!

$1,200 (cracks) $2,300 (2 ovals) $4,500 (2 wings)

$1,150$16,500 (signed)$3,450 (signed)$3,950 (signed)$11,900

$1,700 $3,495

$1,195

$995

$1,395

At left & above: Likely a special 
order piece, this cool 10 gallon 
self-draining jar had been 
for sale at Pottery 
Place Antiques for 
quite some time until 
it was purchased 
during CrockFest.

$2,995
At right: This 
impressive 
15 gallon 
salt glaze 
crock with 
four leaves 
sold at an 
online auction 
earlier in the 
summer and 
the winner took 
possession of 
it at CrockFest. 
It’s back-stamped “Red Wing Stoneware Company.”

Above: The snake handle on this incredible 
‘Lunch Hour’ jug is slithering out of a boot.

Below: Dated 
1888 on the 
bottom, this 
1 gal salt 
glaze crock 
is pictured on 
pg. 220 of Clay 
Giants 3.
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2021 KIDSVIEW REVIEW
Story by RWCS Hall of Famers and KidsView Founders
Wendy Callicoat & Sue Jones Tagliapietra

tHe BaNd WaS BaCk tOGetHeR aGaIN! We were both overwhelmed 
and excited to have brought the kidsView program back to the 2021 RWCS 
CrockFest Convention. First, we extend a big “thank you” to the Golden 
State Chapter for its $2000 donation to KidsView and the Indiana Wingers 
Chapter for donating all the proceeds from CrockFest button sales to the 
KidsView program. These donations will allow us to plan for big things 
going forward to help educate our future collectors.

If you stuck your head into the pavilion building at Colvill Park on Friday 
morning of CrockFest, you likely saw many familiar faces, as well as 
some new ones. Hung on the walls were sheets covered with participant 
handprints from all the years of the KidsView program. Many parents and 
grandparents snapped photos of the handprints from days gone by.

“Back to Basics” was the theme for this year’s program. kids learned about 
2 gallon crocks and the different designs and ovals on each one from 
RWCS Member Jeff tagliapietra. the kids were tested and had to put the 
crocks in order according to when they were manufactured. It was amazing 
how many of the kids knew the correct order. thank you to Larry’s Jugs & 
antiques for letting us borrow the crocks for our program. 

RWCS Hall of Famer Sue Jones Tagliapietra hosted a match game, where 
the kids had to look at different pictures of Red Wing items and then match 
them to what their purpose was. RWCS Hall of Famers Steve & Barb 
Brown brought examples of different dinnerware items that aren’t used 
much today, and the kids had to identify them and determine what they 
were used for. They also were introduced to all the different dinnerware 
patterns using a handout from RWCS Hall of Famer Ray Reiss’s Red 
Wing Dinnerware book. the kids also took home an authentic Red Wing 
dinnerware brochure, which were donated by a KidsView supporter who 
wishes to remain anonymous.

MIDWINTER TO BE HELD FEB. 4-6 IN 

BETTENDORF, IA
The RWCS Board of Directors recently voted to hold the 2022 
MidWinter event at the Isle Hotel & Casino in Bettendorf, IA from 
Feb. 4-6. the next issue of the RWCS Newsletter will contain 
everything you need to know about registering for MidWinter and 
booking your room. We look forward to seeing everyone there!

RWCS BYLAW CHANGE APPROVED AT 

CROCKFEST
the majority of RWCS members who attended the RWCS annual 
Business Meeting during the CrockFest Convention in Red Wing 
voted to approve the proposed change to the RWCS bylaws relating 
to membership dues. Until now, membership dues could only be 
increased by a majority vote of members at the annual business 
meeting, which made it dif¿cult for the Board to facilitate a timely 
budget process and react to changes in membership and other 
revenues. Now the Board has the Àexibility to change dues when 
needed. That said, RWCS President Paul Wichert announced during 
the meeting that the Board has no plans to increase dues at this time.

FINANCIAL REPORT CORRECTION 

FROM MAY RWCS NEWSLETTER
two ¿gures reported in the 2020 RWCS Financial Review on pg. 11 
of the May 2021 RWCS Newsletter were entered incorrectly. Listed 
under the “Income” section, we said the Convention generated 
$14,205 in income. The correct number is $11,305. We also 
reported that the Commemorative generated an income of $11,305, 
but the correct ¿gure was $74,377. We thank the member who 
caught these mistakes and contacted RWCS treasurer dan Beck. 
These amounts were incorrectly copied and pasted from the budget 
data ¿le, which had the correct numbers. We apologize for the error.

RWCS CHAPTERS RECOGNIZED FOR 

CROCKFEST SPONSORSHIP
a big thanks goes out to the following RWCS chapters that sponsored 
the “Party in the Park” event held at Colvill Park on the Friday evening 
of CrockFest. you made it a success!

Cannon 
    Valley 
      Collectors Club
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The most exciting part of the morning was the KidsView 
Show & Sale. Participants were given envelopes 
containing varying amounts of “Red Wing Bucks” to 
spend at the Show & Sale. Sue, RWCS Hall of Famer 
Wendy Callicoat and RWCS Member ann tucker 
taught the kids about different ways to collect, such as 
by sets, patterns or colors. We also discussed what to 
look for when shopping, like manufacturer marks, chips, 
cracks, hairlines, Àea bites, etc. Four tables were FULL 
of different Red Wing and other pieces priced to sell! 
the dealers and mentors helped kids identify pieces 
they liked, and the dealers taught them about negotiating 
on the price if the item was damaged, etc. the kids 
really ¿gured out the concept of collecting like items. 
the RWCS grew by 20 kids that day! the smiles were 
wide and the laughter was contagious. A raise of hands 
showed all the kids want to come back next year.

thank you to RWCS Member deb Giesen for helping 
secure some of the donations and thanks to all 
members who donated items. your donations brought 
big smiles and happy kids.

Fast forward to Saturday morning, when the ¿rst eight 
people waiting in line to get into the RWCS Show & 
Sale tent were kidsView attendees!!! kidsView also 
participated in this year’s RWCS Show & Sale. Hosted 
by RWCS Member Heather tanaka and her children, 
Mathew and emily, kids were allowed to shop and add 
to their collections with real money at the KidsView 
table and all proceeds went back to the kidsView 
program for future activities. 

Plans are already underway for next year. Parents 
and grandparents, make plans now to make the 2022 
RWCS CrockFest a family vacation. See you there!
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2021 DISPLAY ROOM RESULTS

Despite all the logistical challenges we faced this summer, we were really pleased that we 
were still able to offer the display Room at the 2021 CrockFest Convention. the club’s 
Refresh Convention Committee initiated some changes to the competition this year – the 
biggest being that mini displays replaced the large displays from the past to help encourage 
more people to participate. Hours were limited compared to years past, with the Display Room 
closing on Friday afternoon because the Red Wing National Guard had a training event taking 
place at the Armory the next day.

Being the 44th year of celebrating the RWCS, displays were limited to four pottery items for 
the Art Pottery, Dinnerware and Stoneware categories and four items for the Memorabilia 
category. Special Commemoratives were awarded to the People’s Choice winners in every 
category, including the dennis yaeggi Rare Item category. a big thanks goes out to everyone 
who participated and special thanks to the trails West Chapter (Wayne Lambert, Chairperson) 
for managing the display Room this year.  -Nancy Lambert, 2021 Convention Chair

Right: The Dennis 
Yaeggi Rare Item 
Award went to 
this 24 gallon salt 
glaze threshing 
jug displayed by 
Sheldon Bohnhoff. 
(Watch for more 
information about 
this monster jug 
in the November 
RWCS Newsletter.)
Michelle Mueller 
and Lowell Reed 
also displayed in 
the category.

DENNIS 

YAEGGI 

RARE ITEM 

AWARD 

ART POTTERY         

DINNERWARE

Below: People’s Choice and Best of Show winner “Four Stoneware Letterheads” by 
Wayne Miller. Michelle Mueller also displayed some of her favorite City of Red Wing 
items in this category.

MEMORABILIA 

Above: People’s Choice and Best of Show winner “Red” Red Wing Ash Trays” by Jean Miller.  Tim Broetzmann also displayed “Game Day - Black Bear vs. Polar 
Bear” in the Art Pottery category.

STONEWARE

Right: People’s Choice and Best of Show winner “J.H. Conradt & Co. Missouri 
Advertising Stoneware” by Dennis Weber. Lowell Reed also displayed “The 
6-Inch Wing” and Shelley Lange displayed “Mini Vacation” in this category.

Left: People’s 
Choice and Best 
of Show winner 
“Gypsy Trail 
Baking Dishes” 
by Jo Landis. 
Larry Roschen 
also displayed 
“Labriego Ware” 
in the Dinnerware 
category. 
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Despite significant damage, 
this signed 10 gal single-P 
cooler still brought $2,420.

CROCKFEST AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

We had a fabulous RWCS CrockFest Convention auction this year! Composed of about 260 lots, this year’s 
total sales surpassed $135,000 – the highest since the club’s record-setting auction reached $200k in 2007. 
Improved quality and the strong stoneware and pottery market were the two driving factors, so a big thanks 
goes out to all the RWCS members who consigned to the auction and everyone who bid.

another factor that contributed to the strong sales was that this was the ¿rst year we offered live internet bidding. 
Houghton’s auction service did a fantastic job running the sale. In addition to the gymnasium at the Red Wing 
armory being full of in-person bidders, we had 77 registered internet bidders and 28 items sold via the web to RWCS 
members. Only three of those pieces needed to be shipped, so most picked up their items the following day.

a prices-realized catalog can be downloaded on the RWCS website under “Latest News”. Prices and photos 
can also be viewed on Proxibid by searching the archived results of Houghton Auctions. The prices of the 
following auction highlights include a 10% buyer’s premium (15% online), which went to Houghton auctions 
for running the sale. (the $135,000 ¿gure above does not include the buyer’s premium.) 

In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone who contributed to this year’s Convention auction being a huge 
success. Our volunteers did a commendable job and I really appreciate their help. I’m already looking forward 
to next year!   -Dave Huisman, RWCS Auction Manager

Above right: RWCS Auction Manager Dave Huisman poses next to a large water cooler, which was made by fusing two 20 gal crocks together. 
This special-order piece was likely made for a railcar or somewhere else with limited Àoor space. It sold for an impressive high bid of $4,750.

With block numerals and a large 
oval in black, this 50 gallon 
crock with factory drain hole 
sold for $2,860.

From left to right, 
these Red Wing 
cookie jars sold 
for $660, $660, 
$275 and $495, 
respectively.

This front-stamped 6 gal 
Red Wing butterÀy cooler 
with lid was the star of the 
auction at $10,725.

Seldom found together, this mint 
and desirable Red Wing art pottery 
batter/catcher duo was a home run, 
selling for a jaw-dropping, $4,070.

The 2 gal 
water cooler 
and lid at 
left sold 
for $2,805, 
while the EE 
ice water at 
right brought 
$2,475.

The 18” 
squatty crock 
at right had 
a Potteries 
oval and the 
diameter of a 50 
gallon crock. It 
sold for $2,090.

$7,810 was the winning total 
for this “Red Wing Stoneware 
Company” back-stamped 30 gal 
salt glaze butterÀy crock.

It took $2,860 to take home this 
10 gal butterÀy crock, which 
was back-stamped “Red Wing 
Stoneware Company”.

Last appearing on the cover 
of the August 2016 RWCS 
Newsletter, this double-
stamped rarity sold for $7,150.

With Excelsior Springs adv. stamped on 
both sides, the quart jug above left sold 
for $2,420. The uber rare ½ gal “Music 
Hall Bath House” jug brought $5,390.

Shown next to a ½ gal jug for perspective, 
this large Albany slip vase was purportedly 
made for a landowner who supplied clay
to the MN Stoneware Co. It sold for $6,160.

The winning bidder of 
this 20 gal crock with two 
wings paid $2,420.
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for running the sale. (the $135,000 ¿gure above does not include the buyer’s premium.) 
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success. Our volunteers did a commendable job and I really appreciate their help. I’m already looking forward 
to next year!   -Dave Huisman, RWCS Auction Manager
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Story by Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director
Event photos by Rick Natynski, RWCS Newsletter Editor 

It was good to see so many of you during CrockFest 2021! 
We enjoyed talking with you and just seeing each other 
face-to-face. during Convention week we were happy 
to welcome nearly 2,500 people to your Pottery Museum 
of Red Wing. We are glad that the weather cooperated, and 
we had a lovely time celebrating the RWCS Foundation’s 20th 
anniversary. Isn’t that hard to believe?! thank you to everyone who 
volunteered, donated items to the auction and gift store, and supported us through 
auction purchases. you are the best supporters we could imagine!

Even though we are in a drought 
and the Mississippi River is as 
low as I can remember seeing 
it, we are once again welcoming 
riverboat passengers to your 
museum. We have already had four 
boats visit and 23 more stops are 
planned. that will keep us busy!

things are picking up at the 
museum. as I write this (July 
29), 6,115 people have visited the museum during the month of July! We are glad 
to introduce so many people to the wonderful items in your museum and to hear the 
stories of “seeing this at Grandma’s house”. as we welcome so many visitors, we need 
to keep up our stock of Red Wing stoneware, dinnerware and art pottery for them to 
buy. If you are downsizing, changing your collecting focus, or have extra pieces you 
no longer need, please think about donating them to the museum gift store. thank you!

MaRk yOUR CaLeNdaRS! the Fall antique Festival is back with vendors in the parking 
lot, food and good times. It is all happening Saturday, Oct. 2, and Sunday, Oct. 3. Please 
keep an eye on our website, Facebook and Instagram pages for more information.

RWCS Foundation CelebRateS 20 YeaRS!

Photo by RWCS Foundation Board Member Tom Dvorscek.
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C L A S S I F I E D S

RED WING FOR SALE

FOR SaLe: 82 pcs RW “Pepe” dinnerware, bean pot 
w/cover, covered butter dish & gravy bowl, (12) 10” 
& (18) 7-1/2” plates, (16) Cups & saucers, Casserole 
w/cover, serving tray, divided veggie dish, & much 
more. Original brochure, $275 for all, OBO. Contact 
duanegerdin@comcast.net for list and pictures or call 
630-768-6476.

FOR SaLe: Ray Reiss signed Red Wing Dinnerware 
(1997), $25 plus shipping; B.L. dollen signed Red 
Wing Art Pottery (1996), $20 plus shipping; nearly 
70 RWCS Newsletters from 1978-1980, 1982 and 
1993-2003) sold as one lot, best offer plus shipping. 
Contact Heidi at hshahlen@tds.net or 608-712-9335.

FOR SaLe: 45 Red Wing Commemoratives covering 
21 various years 1983-2011. Contact 612-961-6774 
or gw.anderson@comcast.net.

FOR SaLe: 25-year, 800-piece collection of RW 
dinnerware, cookie jars, dinner plates, patio trays, 
dinnerware water coolers, crocks, jugs, water 
pitchers, bread trays, seven egg trays with lids and 
other assorted pcs. e-mail rdwkenneth@aol.com with 
what you’re seeking and I’ll respond with asking price if 
I have it. Located in Lagrange, OH.

FOR SaLe: 2013 RWCS Special Commemorative 
spotted cow and calf $600: Complete sets of; 7 Red 
Wing paneled sponge bowls $850, 28 Iowa Chapter 
Commemoratives $900, 20 Nebraska Redwingers 
Commemoratives $600, 44 RWCS Convention 
badges $250. WdM, Ia. Contact 515-473-4844
or clreedinwdm@mchsi.com.

FOR SaLe: 1982 though 1995 Red Wing Club 
Newsletters, all to go. all years complete, except 
1990 and 1991. Best offer plus postage. Contact 
rbrwing44@gmail.com. 

RED WING WANTED

WaNted: Will pay strong price for RW bean pot with 
Westby, Wis. advertising. Contact Rich at 608-617-
7424 or repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org. 

WaNted: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any 
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye excelsior Springs 
bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 qt Macomb excelsior Springs 
bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red Wing advertising bailed 
jugs. Contact Larry at grn57tr@gmail.com or 
816-898-9260.

WaNted: Still searching for any Montana crocks and 
jugs! tired of dusting? I can help you with that. all 
you have to do is contact me and something good will 
happen for both of us! Contact me at 406-788-7851, 
adbliss@3riversdbs.net or drop Skyland Rider a note 
on Messenger. thanks!

WaNted: Looking for quart sized advertising jugs! 
Sell it to me before the cat knocks it off the shelf, your 
spouse sells it to buy something frivolous, or it gets 
lost in the couch cushions! Like the song says “Call 
me, call me any, anytime. you can call me any day or 
night.” 406-788-7851, e-mail adbliss@3riversdbs.net, 
or drop Skyland Rider a note on Messenger. thank you!

WaNted: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North 
dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too. the 
more rare the better! Will pay top $$ for the right 
pieces. Contact beehive@polarcomm.com or 
701-270-0242.

WaNted: advertising stoneware from Omaha and 
Lincoln, Ne and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs – 
albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque. Still 
looking for mini & salesman sample Àower pots in any 
colors, too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or 402-598-
1315.

A D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a ¿rst-come, 
¿rst-served basis. In addition to appearing in the 
newsletter, classi¿eds and display ads are posted 
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

display ad Size  Ad Rate
Full page    $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)    275
1/4 page    150
1/8 page   85
display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

DISPLAY AD DImENSIONS

Full Page    8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)    8 x 5.25
1/4 page    4 x 5.25
1/8 page    4 x 2.125
Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or 
PdF ¿le. there is an additional 10 percent fee for 
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).
DEADLINES

Issue            Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25      Nov. 15      Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10      Feb. 1      March 15
May               April 10      April 1         May 15
September    Aug. 1      July 25      Sept. 1
November     Oct. 1      Sept. 25    Nov. 1

EDITOR ADDRESS

e-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to: 
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072. 
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with 
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

MoRe CRoCkFeSt PhotoS RWCS Member 
Kevin Williams 
gices a restoration 
demo at the 
Pottery Museum of 
Red Wing. 
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   INCREDIBLE Stoneware auction!
Rock Falls Community Center  •  Rock Falls, Iowa (7 miles NE of Mason City, Ia.) 

ABSENTEE and LIVE BIDDING is available online through Auction Flex at www.seeckauction.com. NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!
Email: jimjan@seeckauction.com

Terms: Cash or Check, VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted w/proper ID.  4% Clerking Fee on all 

purchases made using credit cards. Statements made day of sale take precedence over any printed ad.                                                   

Jim & Jan Seeck                                                                
641-424-1116

Saturday,  Nov. 6, 2021 – 9:30 a.m.
Preview:  3-6 p.m. Friday,  Nov. 5

Seeck Auctions is pleased to present the fantastic 

Blondell Redwing Stoneware Collection at auction. 

This is an auction of a lifetime! The Blondells 

collected Red Wing Animals and Lunch Hour pieces. 

Many of these pieces are one of a kind or one of 

just a few known. Other items in the auction include 

Pantry Jars, Spongeband, Mini Jugs, Salt Glaze, Cherry 

Band Pitchers, Crocks, and more!  The auction 

will also include several wonderful Scandinavian 

pieces, country items, cast iron stoves and a 

variety of other items!  The auction will be on 

our website one month in advance of the sale. 

E-mail us and request to be put on our stoneware e-mail list for easy notiÀcations. 

15

“I reached out to him again around the holidays, but he still 
wasn’t interested in selling,” she says. “Going into 2020, they 
didn’t have their spring sale because of COVId-19. Once 
things started opening up later in the year, they had their usual 
sale in September. I messaged them through Facebook to 
see if the pitcher would be at the sale. they said they’d look, 
but I didn’t hear back after that.”

Nanci got to the sale as early as she could in case it was on 
the Àoor. She went through both barns, but didn’t see it. But 
then the owner recognized her and said, “the pitcher”.

“apparently he had sent me a message saying that it had a 
hairline, so he didn’t think I’d still want it,” she says. “I didn’t 
get that message, so he must have sent it to someone else 
on accident. I told him I was interested though, so he went into 
the house to get it. He came back out with the pitcher under 
one arm, a vase under his other arm, and he was texting on 
his phone as he walked back to the barn. all I was thinking 
was “don’t drop it, don’t drop it, don’t drop it”.

Heart jumping out of her chest and trying to stay calm, Nanci 
asked how much he wanted. He shrugged and asked her to 
make an offer. She offered $250, and the deal was done.

“Saying we’re stoked to own it is an understatement,” Jon 
adds. “We wanted everyone to get a chance to see it and felt 
that lending it to the museum would be a great way to show 
our support for everything they do to promote the awareness 
of Red Wing stoneware and pottery.”

About the Cover continued from page 3.

a monumental four-handled, 25 gallon alkaline-glazed 
stoneware jar made in South Carolina’s edge¿eld 
District by enslaved African American potter David 
drake sold to a museum for $1.56 million at Crocker 
Farm’s stoneware auction that concluded on aug. 7. 
($1.3 million hammer and 20 percent buyer’s premium).

dated april 12, 1858 and signed by “dave”, the massive jar 
pictured at right also carries an inscribed poem that refers 
to its use as a meat storage container sealed by candle 
wax: “a very Large Jar which has 4 handles / pack it full of fresh meats then light candles.”

According to an article reviewing the auction results on the Antiques And The Arts Weekly 
website, four museums were the ¿nal bidders on the jar. the market for drake poem 
jars has steadily increased in recent years; fewer than 35 are known to exist and are 
considered to be the most historically important examples of his work 
since slaves and other people of African descent were not taught how or 
allowed to read and write during that period in American history.

at right, the 23-inch tall anna Pottery “Liberty Monument” containing 
various slogans and political commentary at right quickly became the 
second highest selling piece of stoneware ever, selling for $600,000 at 
the auction ($500,000 hammer and 20 percent buyer’s premium).

the previous stoneware auction record belonged to a 7 gallon salt glaze 
water cooler decorated with an incised cobalt eagle with shield across 
its chest. attributed to Baltimore potter Henry Remmey and circa 1812 to 
1829, it sold for $483,000 in 2015. ($420,000 hammer and 15% BP). 

STONEWARE RECORD 

SHATTERED AT CROCKER FARM

Photos courtesy of Crocker FarmPhotos courtesy of Crocker Farm
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E-mail us and request to be put on our stoneware e-mail list for easy notiÀcations. 
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“I reached out to him again around the holidays, but he still 
wasn’t interested in selling,” she says. “Going into 2020, they 
didn’t have their spring sale because of COVId-19. Once 
things started opening up later in the year, they had their usual 
sale in September. I messaged them through Facebook to 
see if the pitcher would be at the sale. they said they’d look, 
but I didn’t hear back after that.”

Nanci got to the sale as early as she could in case it was on 
the Àoor. She went through both barns, but didn’t see it. But 
then the owner recognized her and said, “the pitcher”.

“apparently he had sent me a message saying that it had a 
hairline, so he didn’t think I’d still want it,” she says. “I didn’t 
get that message, so he must have sent it to someone else 
on accident. I told him I was interested though, so he went into 
the house to get it. He came back out with the pitcher under 
one arm, a vase under his other arm, and he was texting on 
his phone as he walked back to the barn. all I was thinking 
was “don’t drop it, don’t drop it, don’t drop it”.

Heart jumping out of her chest and trying to stay calm, Nanci 
asked how much he wanted. He shrugged and asked her to 
make an offer. She offered $250, and the deal was done.

“Saying we’re stoked to own it is an understatement,” Jon 
adds. “We wanted everyone to get a chance to see it and felt 
that lending it to the museum would be a great way to show 
our support for everything they do to promote the awareness 
of Red Wing stoneware and pottery.”

About the Cover continued from page 3.

a monumental four-handled, 25 gallon alkaline-glazed 
stoneware jar made in South Carolina’s edge¿eld 
District by enslaved African American potter David 
drake sold to a museum for $1.56 million at Crocker 
Farm’s stoneware auction that concluded on aug. 7. 
($1.3 million hammer and 20 percent buyer’s premium).

dated april 12, 1858 and signed by “dave”, the massive jar 
pictured at right also carries an inscribed poem that refers 
to its use as a meat storage container sealed by candle 
wax: “a very Large Jar which has 4 handles / pack it full of fresh meats then light candles.”

According to an article reviewing the auction results on the Antiques And The Arts Weekly 
website, four museums were the ¿nal bidders on the jar. the market for drake poem 
jars has steadily increased in recent years; fewer than 35 are known to exist and are 
considered to be the most historically important examples of his work 
since slaves and other people of African descent were not taught how or 
allowed to read and write during that period in American history.

at right, the 23-inch tall anna Pottery “Liberty Monument” containing 
various slogans and political commentary at right quickly became the 
second highest selling piece of stoneware ever, selling for $600,000 at 
the auction ($500,000 hammer and 20 percent buyer’s premium).

the previous stoneware auction record belonged to a 7 gallon salt glaze 
water cooler decorated with an incised cobalt eagle with shield across 
its chest. attributed to Baltimore potter Henry Remmey and circa 1812 to 
1829, it sold for $483,000 in 2015. ($420,000 hammer and 15% BP). 

STONEWARE RECORD 

SHATTERED AT CROCKER FARM

Photos courtesy of Crocker FarmPhotos courtesy of Crocker Farm

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society
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RWCS “PARTY IN THE PARK”

Convention Week in Red Wing is usually sunny, hot and humid, so there were concerns about most 
CrockFest activities being held outdoors or in buildings without air conditioning this year. But believe it or 
not, the weather couldn’t have been much better. Temperatures stayed in the 60s and 70s and it only rained 
on Monday, before most members arrived in town. So mix in some food and music, and it’s no surprise that 
those who attended “Party in the Park” in Colvill Park were all smiles on the Friday evening of CrockFest.

Above: RWCS Members 
John & Julie Germann, Todd 
Avery and David “Yoshi” 
Hoffman. What’s with the 
puppies? Todd offers the 
following explanation: “John 
and Julie and Yoshi have 
dealt with a breeder in 
Missouri in the past for their 
previous dogs. They decided 
to get pups again from the 
same person. The breeder 
had two big litters that came 
out black, and apparently 
nobody really wanted a black 
golden doodle. The breeder 
offered a buy two get one 
free deal, and unbeknownst 
to me, they conspired with 
my wife Nora…all while I was 
on a road trip with friends, 
broken down in an Oregon 
desert. It’s a sad story.” W W W. R E D W I N G C O L L E C T O R S . O R G
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