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FROM THE EDITOR

Declining membership is the biggest challenge most antique collecting clubs have faced in
recent years. There will always be a variety of reasons why a person doesn't renew their
membership, but the main cause for attrition in the RWCS is that longtime die-hard collectors
are aging out of collecting and there aren’t enough younger people joining the club in their place.

Alot of factors play into this and it's easy to place blame. But when it comes down to it, each
and every one of us has a responsibility to pass the torch for collecting Red Wing to younger
generations, and we all need to do our part if we want the club to be around long into the future.

It's easy to get discouraged when young people seem to lack interest in old things. Of course
new technology will always have the advantage of being “new and exciting”, while antiques are
by definition a thing of the past. But as collectors, have a valuable asset on our side that we're
not taking advantage of: emotional connections.

We have an emotional connection to our collections, and our loved ones have an emotional
connection to us. So one of the most impactful ways we can ignite the spark with younger
generations is to pass along a piece or two that is special to us so it becomes special to them.

OK, it sounds like I'm eating too many Fruit Loops, but stay with me for a sec. Take for example
RWCS Member Lucas Beseke. As you'll read in this issue, he started collecting at a young
age, all because of a 5 gallon crock that his grandmother gave him after he showed some mild
interest in it when he was 18 years old. His grandma isn’t a collector, but she used the crock
on the farm back in the day and that's why Lucas admired it. He happily accepted it when she
gave it to him, and before he knew it, he started buying a few pieces on his own. Eventually
he became a full-fledged collector and even passed along the collecting bug to his wife, Staci.

To this day, that 5 gallon crock is his favorite piece. While it's not his best piece in terms of value
or overall appearance, it will always remind him of his grandma, and that's why it's special.

Spend some time talking about your collection with your kids, grandkids, nieces or nephews,
or even a family friend. Explain why you enjoy it and what makes it special to you. Share some
great memories from collecting and tell them about the friends you've made. Then, when the
time is right, pick out one or two pieces to give to them. It doesn’t need to be rare or valuable.
They might not appreciate it that much at first, but view it as more of a marathon than a race.
Someday it might light the fuse that lit within all of us at one point or another.
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Rick Natynski, Editor
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NEWS BRIEFS

TIME TO REGISTER FOR 2019 MIDWINTER IN
BETTENDORF, 1A!

This issue contains every-
thing you need to know
about registering for the 2019
MidWinter GetTogether and
booking your room at Isle
Casino Hotel in Bettendorf, IA. We're excited by the opportun|t|es this venue offers and
we think you'll be pleased with the quality of the facility. Plus, its location in the Quad
Cities puts it only about 15 minutes away from Antique Archeology — the American
Pickers' shop in LeClaire, lowa.

We start with hotel details and room booking instructions below and continue with
some more general information about the event itself on page 12 and the MidWinter
registration form on page 13.

+ The hotel has two towers — our room block is in the North Tower for the

convenience of our attendees. Whether you're selling from your room or just buying,

we'll all be in the same area. Be sure to mention the group code “Red Wing” when
booking your room and confirm that you're given a room in the North Tower.

* If you're not a fan of casinos and gambling isn’t your thing, don’t worry. The casino

is separate from the lodging area, and you won't need to walk through the casino to

reach the restaurants or the meeting rooms where MidWinter activities will take place.

+ Single King, Double Queen and Junior/Parlor Suites are available. Room rates are

listed on page 12. Check out the hotel's website (islebettendorf.reztrip.com) to get

an idea of what the different room types look like.

+ A buffet breakfast at the Farmer’s Pick Buffet is included in the room rate for all

RWCS members registered for MidWinter, up to four members per room!

* Although dogs typically aren't allowed, the hotel has made an exception to earn

our business. If you'd like to bring your pet, please book your room directly through

Ann Klundt, Isle sales representative, at 563-441-7115 or ann.klundt@islecorp.com.
Reservations can be made by:

1. Dialing the call center at 800-843-4753, identify group code “REDWING”

2. Logging on to islebettendorf.reztrip.com

+ Click on the “Book a Room” button at the top right-hand corner of the page
* Input desired dates in “Arrival & Departure”

* Enter group code REDWING in the “Offer Code”

* Click “Check Availability” (The room types in the block will auto populate)

If guests have any questions or want to request a different room type or book dates
outside the block, please contact Isle sales rep Ann Klundt (contact info above).

CONNECT WITH COLLECTORS WHERE YOU LIVE

The RWCS has 17 chapters across the country! While most members will find at least one
local chapter is convenient for them, we also have some members who live in areas that
don’t have a chapter. If this applies to you and you'd like to see if there are any other RWCS
members near you, please contact the office and Stacy will see how she can connect you. As
always, the RWCS Facebook Chapter is available to everyone, regardless of location.

GIVE THE GIFT OF RWCS MEMBERSHIP

Do you have a friend or family member who loves antiques? Can't figure out what to get
them for a birthday or Christmas gift? Don't get stuck gifting them the typical last-minute gift
card. Instead give them the gift of RWCS membership this holiday season! We can send
a membership packet and welcome card to you or mail it directly to them in time for the
holidays. Contact the office and Stacy will assist you.

WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG

With a tobacco stick flag created by longtime RWCS Member
Pete May in the background, the photo above showcases the
impressive black-stamped Red Wing Mason jar collection of
RWCS Member Becky Anderson. From left to right are the 1983
RWCS Commemorative, a 1 gallon jar, a sideways-stamped
quart with the label going towards the opening, a standard quart,
a quart stamped diagonally, a sideways-stamped quart with
the label facing away from the opening, a half gallon jar and a
squatty-shaped quart. Thanks to Becky for submitting the photos!

ABOUT THE COVER

When RWCS Member Becky Anderson showed me pictures
of her newly acquired Red Wing Mason jars at Convention, |
knew | could check the October cover photo off my list.

Having just one of these oddly stamped quart-sized Mason
jars in a collection to complement the commonly stamped
jaris difficult enough, but to have two jars stamped sideways
(one in each direction) and a jar stamped diagonally is
almost unheard of. Was the worker who stamped these jars
experimenting, just having fun or inhaling too many noxious
fumes from the kiln? We'll never know, but we're thankful
that they still exist!

The only thing more impressive than the photos Becky
submitted is how quickly she acquired the jars. She bought
the first sideways-stamped jar from antique dealer and RWCS
Member Bill Prock back on May 11 after being the first person
to express an interest when he posted a photo on Facebook.
Around the same time, the other sideways-stamped jar was
offered for sale at Larry’s Jugs. RWCS Member Jim Stiller
had also inquired about both pieces, because he owned
the diagonally stamped jar and thought the three would
make a great set. When he learned Becky bought the first
jar from Bill, he decided they all belonged together, so he
took his to RWCS Member Lawrence Peterson at Larry’s
Jugs. Lawrence contacted Becky on June 2 and offered her
the pair, which she eagerly agreed to purchase. Congrats,
Becky! -RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

Awestruck by the blue sponge Mason jars that professional potter
and RWCS Member Wyn Painter has made in recent years, Becky
commissioned him to ak these sponged versions of her jars.

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2018
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CONVENTION VENUE UPDATE

Story by RWCS President Paul Wichert & RWCS Executive Director Stacy Wegner

If you recall, it was fall of 2016 when we learned that Red Wing High School
would not be able to host the RWCS Convention in 2017 or 2018 due to
construction. At that time, we acted quickly and signed a two-year contract
with the Minnesota State College Southeast’s Red Wing Campus and the
Red Wing National Guard Armory.

As we zero-in on deciding where to hold the 2019 Convention, we've had
the luxury of having more time to make a decision and more flexibility
with the location. The high school is available again, and as announced
in the August issue, members present at the Annual Business Meeting at
Convention last July voted to approve a change to the bylaws that allows us
to hold Convention activities in or near Red Wing. Therefore, a committee
made up of RWCS Executive Director Stacy Wegner and RWCS Board
members Paul Wichert, Diana Bailey and Bob Morawski researched nearly
20 different venue options and toured many of them on Sept. 13-14. Our
objective was to leave no stone unturned when seeking the right place
to hold Convention activities like chapter meetings, education seminars,
displays, Auction and Show & Sale. The following guidelines were top of
mind as we visited these facilities:
+ Could all Convention activities be held onsite? (This isn't a deal
breaker, but it is a nice convenience.)

+ Is there auction seating for 500 people?

+ |s the auction space air-conditioned?

+ Is there convenient and ample parking?

* |s the auction space on the first floor?

+ |s the location convenient and easy to find?

In addition to touring these facilities, the group had the opportunity to tour
the new Holiday Inn Express. The facility looks wonderful, but does not have
a meeting space large enough to meet the needs of the Auction or Show &
Sale. We are working with the property management company for member
accommodations and other ways they can get involved with the Convention.

The chart below provides a closer look at how different venues in and near
Red Wing stack up. Please note that the committee is still gathering costs
and other details to narrow down the options for the full RWCS Board of
Directors. No decision has been made; no contracts or agreements
have been signed. The board will decide on the location during the
2019 budgeting process. The selected venue(s) will be shared with the
membership in the December newsletter. If you have further questions,
would like more details on a specific venue, or have other feedback you
would like to share, please contact Paul or Stacy. =+

Venue All Large Space is air
Convention | enough for | conditioned
activities auction
could be
held onsite
Red Wing High School

River Bluff School
(adjacent to high school)

Treasure Island Hotel &
Casino

Burnside School Gym
MN State College SE
Red Wing Armory

Goodhue High School

Minnesota Correctional
Facility Meeting Room

Sheldon Theater

Welch, MN Ski Village

The Bluffs in Hager City, WI
Red Wing YMCA Gym
Anderson Center Barn & Silo

Prairie Island Arena
Twin Bluff Middle School Gym

Cornerstone
Community Church Gym

Convenient | First floor | Convenient Notes
& ample accessible location
parking

*No AC in gym. Auditorium has AC,
but stage size a concern for viewing.
Rooms spread out; lots of walking.

* Gym is same size as Armory; we're
reviewing AC tonnage capacity

15 to 20 minutes away from Pottery
Place, limited parking

* Far west side of town on Hwy 61

Rooms close together for less walking.

Limited parking, but good traffic
exposure for Show & Sale.

* 20+ minutes from Pottery Place.

Room not available to public.

* Stage not large enough for viewing,
very limited downtown parking.

* 20 minutes from Pottery Place.

Seating capacity is only 300 people.

* Very limited downtown parking.

Seating capacity is only 100 people.

Dates not available (hockey games).

No concessions area, small bathrooms.

* Tricky to find, no concessions area.

*Tight viewing area, very limited parking.

* 350-person capacity, obstructed
views & very limited downtown parking.




Story and photos by Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director

Museum Manager Nancy Featherstone and | have settled into our positions at the
Pottery Museum of Red Wing during a busy summer season. In addition to our walk-
in visitors, we have welcomed tours and almost a dozen groups from paddleboats
including the American Queen and the Queen of the Mississippi. We will greet several
more of these groups in October before the sailing season ends. The photo at right
shows a group from Roxie’s Tours who visited the museum during a Mystery Tour
destination back in August.

All of this means that we've been relying on our volunteers quite a bit to provide

great tour experiences for our visitors. One of those volunteers was Dave Hutchson,
who died unexpectedly back on Sept. 1. We will miss his laugh, his upbeat attitude,

his passion for Red Wing pottery and his pride in the work performed by his father —
longtime Red Wing Potteries moldmaker Teddy Hutchson. See Dave Hallstrom’s article
about Dave and his contributions on the back cover of this issue.

A group of businesses, calling themselves Diggin’ Old West Main, have worked
together to sponsor events, music, games and other special offerings during special
open hours on the third Thursday of the summer months, with the hope of attracting
more people to this part of town. We have stayed open later during those Thursdays,
offering games to take visitors through the museum. The last regular session of the
season was held in September.

Nancy has some new ideas for the gift shop and new clothing has arrived in the recent
weeks. She has added hats to the inventory and they have been a good seller for us.

Finally, Minnesota’s Give to the Max Day is coming up on Thursday, Nov. 15. This is
our main fundraising effort of the year, so please consider making a donation. Your
support helps keep your world-class pottery museum in operation! See the ad below
for more information.

In closing, please be sure to check our Facebook page — we update it regularly with
news and photos! =+

Bl

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

“GIVE TO THE MAX” IS OUR ONLY
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

and its success is critical to help pay the ongoing monthly
expenses and educational projects at your Pottery Museum.

THE 2018 GOAL IS $30,000

Please use the envelope inserted in this newsletter or go online to
PotteryMuseumRedWing.org to donate — together we can do it!

Revenue generated from the Museum Gift Store Sales and special fundraising events

do not cover the annual expenses to operate your museum.

WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2018



I
COLLECTOR Q &A: =

Lucas, Staci & =
Charlie Beseke

Q. When did you begin collecting Red Wing and what attracted you to it in
the first place? What was your first piece?

e

Lucas: | first became interested in Red Wing after talking with my grandma
about a 5 gallon crock that she had used for many years. After showing
interest in it, she gave me the crock and that started my love of collecting.

Staci: My interest started in 2008 when Lucas and | took a trip to Gold Rush
in Oronoco, MN. Hours of wandering booths and searching for everything
Red Wing, my eyes were opened to the variety of pieces that were actually
made. I'm not positive what my first piece was, but it was likely the 2009
RWCS Commemorative | purchased at my first Convention.

Q. When did you guys join the RWCS and how did you hear about it?

Staci: Lucas joined the RWCS in 2008 and | joined in 2009 when | was fresh
out of college and we were still dating. Lucas found out about the club while
doing research on one of the many pieces he got from an auction or shop.

Q. What kind of Red Wing stoneware do you collect?

Staci: We collect anything that catches our eye, but our main love is salt
glazed North Star crocks of all sizes. We also have quite the collection of 3
gallon crocks, jugs, churns, etc.

Q. Word has it that Staci likes the blue and green Chromoline. How
did you get interested in that? Do you collect any other art pottery or
dinnerware?

Staci: | love the blue and green Chromoline! | like it so much because it's an
antique that can also be perceived as modern and it blends in with both our
‘antique’ and ‘not-so antique’ décor. The first time | saw it | knew |

wanted to start saving my pennies to be able to purchase a piece or

two someday. That “someday” came last year when a good friend

made through the RWCS mentioned that he was parting with a few

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2018
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Story' & photos by
RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

of his pieces and asked if we'd be interested. With little hesitation we took
him up on the deal and I'm now the proud owner of several gorgeous pieces.

| collect things that catch my eye. | tend to like bright colors and unique shapes
and patterns. Stripes and polka dots are my absolute favorites. | can honestly
say there is no rhyme or reason to my collecting, but once the pieces find their
place in our house, they all seem to work together. It's so fun to hunt for things
that speak to me and not have an agenda or list of things to hunt for.

Q. Is your hometown of Jackson, MN a good place to find Red Wing?

Lucas: It is difficult to find nice Red Wing pieces in Jackson. If you do find
them at auctions, the pieces are usually not in perfect condition and sell for
more than they should. For this reason, we do a lot of traveling to find and/or
buy most of our pieces. We travel to Convention and MidWinter every year
as well as many member auctions, flea markets and antique stores.

Q. Which of your pieces are your favorites?

Lucas: My favorite is the 5 gallon crock my grandma handed down to me.
It's hand-thrown and irregularly shaped. We've used it to make sauerkraut
and now we store a wide variety of items in it while it's proudly being
displayed at our house. It is currently being used to store hats and gloves
for the cold weather approaching.

Staci: | would have to say that my favorite pieces are the beautiful blue and
green Chromoline purchased last year. As | said, their color and antique, yet
modern design makes my heart happy. | also really enjoy our 20 gallon salt
glaze crock with an upturned leaf.

Q. Do you own all of the Jackson advertising pieces that Red Wing
made? If not, which ones are you still looking for?

Lucas: We have all of the Jackson bean pots and a few other local pieces,
but do not own near all of the advertising pieces that were made for Jackson




Of all the items
pictured here, the 20
gallon leaf crock, local
advertising stoneware
and Chromoline

art pottery rank
among the Besekes’
favorites.

businesses. We would love to obtain a few Gray Line pitchers, butter
crocks and bowls with local advertising that we have seen in other
collections, as well.

Q. Are there any other specific pieces you’re hunting for, but
haven’t been able to find yet?

Staci: Not really — we typically just buy pieces that speak to us or that
we can afford.

Q. Do you have any fun stories to share about how you discovered
and acquired a certain piece?

Staci: On our very first Red Wing inspired trip in 2008, we happened to see
a flyer in a booth while attending Gold Rush in Oronoco that was advertising
two 30 gallon zinc glazed crocks for sale. Lucas asked the owner of the booth
for more information about them and discussed prices. He decided that it was
too good of a deal to pass up and said we'd take them. We ended up having
to drive an hour and a half out of our way to pick them up. When we got to
the owner’s house, we noticed that there was quite a bit of “residue” in the
crocks. When we asked about it, she proceeded to tell us stories about how
they used to pack meat in them when she was growing up. Once we got them
home, it took quite a bit of elbow grease to get them clean and we now use
one of them as a blanket crock in our living room, residue-free.

Another find happened when we were in Wisconsin, 5 hours from home. We
decided to go to an auction on a whim and saw the 20 gallon salt glazed
crock with upturned leaf. We fell in love and stood outside in the pouring rain
for hours with our son Charlie, who was 9 months old at the time, waiting for
the crock to sell. While waiting to load it in our vehicle after purchasing it, we
watched multiple vehicles get stuck and slide around in the muddy yard, but
fortunately we made it out without issue. This crock is now proudly displayed
as a focal point in our living room where we appreciate it every day.

Q. Does Charlie like Red Wing yet?

Staci: Ha - he’s too little to appreciate Red Wing yet, but he has ‘collected’
a lot of new friends after attending the RWCS Convention and MidWinter
with us a few times.

Q. We don’t have many members from your age group and of those
members, an even smaller number actually attend RWCS events like
Convention and MidWinter. What makes you guys different? What do
you think the club can do to attract younger members?

Piora § 11
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Staci: We really feel the potential exists for young people to be more
interested in the RWCS. The key is getting the word out, letting people know
we exist. | think we're on the right track with the Facebook Chapter and think
that other social media (like Instagram) could be helpful as well. We know it
sounds cliché to talk about the young and social media, but it is how most
Millennials obtain information these days, right, wrong or otherwise.

[ think the other hurdle is simply encouraging people to attend events and
give the society a chance. It wasn’t until | attended our first MidWinter event
that | really understood what the RWCS was all about. Everyone together in
one hotel really allowed the opportunity to get to know fellow collectors and
make lasting friendships. From then on, we have looked forward to every
event and have made trips to meet with collector friends outside of planned
RWCS events.

Q. Is there anything else you’d like to mention that we haven’t discussed?

Staci: We have met a lot a really fun people through the RWCS and have
made lasting friendships. We're extremely grateful that we were welcomed
with open arms when we first joined and have been able to learn so much
from other members in the past 10 years.

Through the process of collecting, we have also found a lot of local friends
and acquaintances that we never knew collected. Mention of visiting Red
Wing and attending Convention and MidWinter started conversations about
different pieces they own or have seen and we have been able to share
information with them that was learned at various RWCS events. It’s neat to
not only be continually learning about Red Wing, but also to be able to share
that knowledge with others.

If you have a piece you think the Besekes would be interested in, you
can contact them at heavyequipment08@gmail.com.

WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
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NARROWING THE
PRODUCTION DATES
FOR GRAY LINE &
SAFFRON WARE

Story by RWCS Member Brent Mischke
© Copyright 2018

Red Wing's Gray Line kitchenware, also referred to as
“Spongeband” by collectors, shared many molds with the
Saffron Ware line of kitchenware. Did the production dates of
these two lines of kitchenware also overlap? Company literature
shows that Gray Line was being produced in the early 1930s,
and a 1938 Red Wing Potteries price list includes Saffron Ware,
but there’s no concrete company literature known to state when
Photo either line started or ended.
courtesy of

RWCS Members
Kevan & Terri Stepp.

| thought perhaps dated advertising pieces from each line might help
to determine the actual production dates, so | asked collectors to send
me photos over the past few years. | recorded a list of all the examples
I've seen, most recently finding additions at the 2018 Convention.

LI The table included at right shows the dated advertising pieces I've been
‘P*' ' &"f able to confirm for both lines of kitchenware. Based upon the dated

advertising, spongeband production likely began in 1929 and continued

m IIAHIIS until 1935. There was an overlap with Saffron Ware production in 1935,
CMEH Cﬂ. after which only Saffron Ware was made until 1940. Of course, Saffron
Ware came in a few different finishes — blue-banded, red and white-

1935 & i '
% banded, and blue and rust sponge. Do you know of any pieces that don't
h‘ appear on this list? If so, please contact me at bmischke@centurytel.net

— | welcome any additions and/or corrections to this table.

- Ofthe dated advertising
pieces Brent Mischke is
- aware of, Saffron Ware

outnumbers Gray Line

Photo courtesy of RWCS Member Dan Braasch
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ADVERTISING SHAPE
1929* X Compliments of Chas. J. Kotas & Co., General Pitcher
Merchandise Milligan, Nebr.1929
’ 1929* X Compliments of Oelke and Oelke 1929 Bowl
| 1920 X Compliments Brammer’s Store Alpena, S.D. 1929 Pitcher
; 1930 X Compliment's Kummers For 1930 Bailed Butter
1930 X Compliments of Snorthum’s 40" Anniversary 1890-1930 | Casserole
1931 X Merry Christmas from Fred Weidenboch 1931 Avon, ND | Bowl
1932 X Compliments of J.J. Wolfram 1932 Hart, Minn. Pitcher
1932 X Quality and Service Darien Hdwe. T. C. Snyder, Prop. | Bowl
1932 Darien, Wis.
1933 X Compliments of J.J. Wolfram 1933 Hart, Minn. Casserole
r' 1934* X Compliments of J.J. Wolfram 1934 Hart, Minn. Hanging Salt
1934 X Compliments of Scannell Merc. Co. McGregor, Minn. 1934 Pitcher
1935 X Compliments of J.J. Wolfram 1935 Hart, Minn. Bailed Butter
1935+ X Compliments of Grand Rapids Creamery Co. 1935 Casserole C U STO M E R
Grand Rapids Minnesota
Story by RWCS Member Brent Mischke
1935 X Spring Valley Dairy 1935 Winterset, IA. Bowl © Copyright 2018
1936 X Compliments of J.J. Wolfram 1936 Hart, Minn. Nappy J.J. Wolfram of Hart, MN pIaced orders
1936* X Season’s Greetings from Helmers Cash Store Dec. Bowl with Red Wing for at least seven years.
257, 1936 Marblo Rock lowa In addition to reflecting back upon a time
1937 X Compliments of Larson Store 1937 Bowl when Wolfram’s business experienced
1937 X It Pays to Mix With J.V. Rambo Jan 1, 1937 Bowl success, these orders do a marvelous job
Clarksville, lowa in illustrating the production dates of Red
1937* X 1887-1937 50 Years of Progress Hahn’s Cash Stores | Bowl Wing's Gray Line and Saffron Ware lines.
1937+ X Golden Anniversary 1937 Lampert Yards, Inc. Bowl After ordering a bean pot in 1931, Wolfram
1937 X Mix With T.O. Nelson 1937 And Save Dough Bowl commissioned a series of Gray Line pieces
1937 X Compliments of J.J. Wolfram 1937 Hart, Minn. Pie Plate from 1932 to 1935. (The hanging salt above
1937 X Mix with 1937 Cashman's and Save Dough Bow was made in 1934.) In 1936, he ordered a
1937 X Mix with J.E. Kelly in 1937 and Save Dough Bowl SEfil e T, E foIIowgd Lz WIt.h
an order for a Saffron Ware pie plate in
1937 X Mix with J.E. Kelly in 1937 and Save Dough Pie Plate 1937. Pictured below, the original written
1937 X Mix with Thada’s 1937 and Save Dough Bowl order for 130 of these pie plates is in the
1938 X Wolf & Jagow Mix with Us and Save Dough 1938 Bowl Pottery Museum of Red Wing’s archives.
g Lomira, Wis. .
1938* X George Alderink Pease and Long Siding, Minn. 1938 Pitcher
1938* X It Pays to Mix With Surenson & Thompson 1938 Bowl
Viroqua, Wis.
1938 X Mix With Us 1938 Strandquist Creamery Strandquist, MN Bowl
1938 X Christmas Greetings James Vrba 1938 Protivin, lowa Bowl
1938 X Christmas Greetings Bristol Merc. Co. 1938 Bristol, IA | Bowl
1939* X Make Our Store Your Store Koehler's 1939 Tappen, ND Pitcher
1940* X Your Home Grocer Henry Lien 25% Year - 1915 to 1940 | Bowl
X
WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG

1940 Compliments of Klun’s Store 1940 Ely, Minn. Bowl
1940 Mix with Thada’s 1940 and Save Dough Bowl
| * Photo included in this pictorial.

} CopyrightioRed\Wing[Collectors



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SLEEPING LATE YIELDS A “SKIP DAY” POT

| watch estate sales in the Twin Cities area pretty much daily to see if any good
Red Wing is coming up on a sale. Well, | was scrolling through some pictures
shortly after the July Convention and saw this flower pot with signatures on it.
The description called it a “skip day pot”. | was curious, so | e-mailed the estate
sale company and asked what the story was. The answer was very short,
basically just repeating that it was a skip day pot made in Red Wing. At
that point | decided that | needed to attend the sale to see it.

If you know how estate sales go, the people here will sleep overnight in their
cars to be the first person through the door. | have to admit that | slept in
that morning on accident and was going to be 90 minutes late. | figured the
flower pot was gone by that point, but | decided | better go anyway just in
case it was still there.

It was raining when | got there and there was a line of 20 people. They
were letting three to four people in every 5 to 10 minutes, so after a
40-minute wait | finally got in. It was a very packed house with people
everywhere. | finally made it to the room with all the cases, and there it
was, sitting in the case. | hurried over and asked the lady to see it. The
person who was running the sale told me it was a flower pot that was made
in Red Wing. Apparently a bunch of employees skipped work one day and
the ones who did signed the pot. It reads: “Red Wing Pottery Plant, May 3,
1946 Skip Day”. All the names are written in pencil and some are hard to
make out. | counted about 17 or 18 signatures.

| like unusual pieces, but I still had to think about it before buying it
because it was not cheap. | was on the fence because I didn't really know
if the story was true, but | just had to have it. | have included some photos
for everyone to see. It stands 3 inches tall. I'd love to learn more about the |
history of this piece, so if anyone out there recognizes any of the names on
it, please e-mail me at paulieb79@msn.com.

Oh, | also stopped at the local thrift store on the way home and found this little gem — a mini Red Wing spittoon in really good shape for the price of
$1.09. So it sure turned out to be a good day, even though it started with me sleeping in. —RWCS Member Paul Boudin

“WHERE IS CONNOR?”

Editor’s note: Many of you probably recall the article about RWCS Member Connor Tlusty that appeared in

the RWCS Newsletter way back in 2006. Although he’s no longer that 11-year-old boy bidding on stoneware at
auctions in and around lowa, his parents report below that he still collects from afar when not busy serving our
country in the United States Air Force.

“Where is Connor?” This is the question we have been asked often over the last five years, and we want to thank
everyone for their curiosity regarding where our son is and what he’s been up to.

Connor’s journey started back in high school. He graduated with honors in the top few percent of his class for

his outstanding academics and he could have chosen any college he wanted. But, his love and passion for our
country led him to the Air Force. Connor’s hard work and dedication led him to the top, where he was the number
one grad among thousands of others. He also received the ACE Award when he received 100 percenton allhis [ ¥
testing, something that hadn’t happened at basic training in a long time. , \Staff Sgt. Connor Tlusty

He continued his hard work, which resulted in him being chosen as the Most Outstanding Airman in Flight 041 for his leadership and teamwork. He
also became an expert marksman (Dad gets a little credit for that). From there he kept honing his skills and was chosen to participate in a mock
fight in a F-16 fighter jet, where he even got to take over the controls for awhile at the ripe old age of 21. Striving to be his best, he has been
coined twice by two colonels for his outstanding skills and knowledge he puts into the jets as an F-16 avionics specialist.

Continued on page 14
Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2018



LESS COMMON ?
; le 5 CHAPTER 2:

CUPS AND MUGS

© Copyright 2018 RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Roschen & Terry Moe, along with RWCS Member Marilyn Moe

This series is designed to remedy the lack of published information about Gypsy Tralil, the
earliest full dinnerware line and the least familiar to collectors. Since the first chapter dealt
mostly with specialty cups, this chapter will show the remainder of the less common cups

as well as the less common mugs.

Gypsy Trail was introduced in 1935 and included the Reed Coffee Cup and Saucer
(Figure 1). The first brochure did not list a Tea Cup - the cup most often listed in the other
early lines. The Reed Coffee Cup was made from 1935 to 1941 and is much more difficult
to find than the Tea Cup. We have not found any marked examples. For some reason, the
Coffee Cup is often found with glaze imperfections. The Coffee Saucer is unique to the
Coffee Cup and measures 6 3/16” in diameter while the Tea Saucer measures 5 11/16” in
diameter. (Figure 2). It is easy to differentiate between the Coffee Cup and the Tea Cup.
Figure 3 shows the Coffee Cup on the left and the Tea Cup on the right.

Although more common than the Coffee Cup, the Plain Chocolate Cup and Plate (Figure
4) are sometimes misunderstood by collectors. The plate is sometimes sold by itself as

a divided tray, as it has the indentation for the cup. Some of the cups were glazed with

a white interior and others have the same interior color as external color. We have not
found any documentary evidence to explain why Red Wing used different color schemes.
The cup is often marked “RED WING” in impressed letters, but the plate is not marked.

A Plain Coffee Mug, (Figure 5) was introduced in 1938 and was last documented in
January 1942. It did not have a saucer to go with it, hence the “mug” moniker in the
brochures. It is often marked “RED WING” in impressed letters like the Chocolate Cup.
Although only a small number have been found, all of them have the same color interior
and exterior. A Plain Tea Cup was not made, but Chevron and Fondoso also had a tea
cup and saucer.

Another less common item is the Plain 10 oz Mug (Figure 6). It too was introduced in
1938 and last documented in January 1942. It looked like Red Wing took this 10 0z mug,
made it shorter, put a handle on it and the result was the Plain Coffee Mug.

The Reed Pattern also included a mug. The first offering was an 8 oz mug that was only
listed in the brochure that introduced the line in 1935. A mug was also listed the following
year, but it’s described as 10 oz in size. The larger mug is reasonably easy to find, but
very few of the smaller size seem to exist. It is difficult to tell the difference without a
measuring cup or a tape measure, as the photo indicates. The 8 0z mug measures 5
1/16” tall, 2 4" at the bottom, and 3" at the top. The 10 0z mug measures 5 1/8" tall, 2
5/16” at the bottom, and 3 1/16” at the top. The Yellow mug is the 8 oz mug between two
10 oz mugs (Figure 7) and is all one color. The available sample is so small that we don’t
know if all of the 8 0z mugs were made with the same color on the inside and outside, or
if some have white interiors. =+

Editor’s note: Terry & Larry presented their “Less Common Gypsy Trail” educational seminar
at the 2018 RWCS Convention. The seminar was recorded and a DVD of this presentation
and several others from previous Conventions can be checked out from the RWCS office.

WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
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The RWCS MidWinter GetTogether will take place at Isle
Casino Hotel in Bettendorf, IA for the first time in our club’s

history on the weekend of February 22-24, 2019. It's sure to be a
great time!

| ‘ ;‘* P Whether you have attended MidWinter in the past or this is

@ y:* \b your first time, it's a great place to buy and sell, connect with
. old friends and new, and learn more about all things Red
Wing! From stoneware to dinnerware, to art pottery and
memorabilia, MidWinter 2019 will have it all!

Friday night will once again kick off with an evening social.
It's a great time for members to network, talk and have some
casino-themed fun! We'll also have a raffle at this year’s event.
Raffle tickets will be sold onsite and winners will be announced on
Saturday. We'll have more details on raffle prizes soon.

In keeping with the fun theme of our venue, I'm also looking for
f " * some members interested in being “dealers” for a RWCS Poker
Crawl through MidWinter. If this intrigues you, please contact the
=y ’ ! office. If you have decks of cards you can donate, please let

0 W -. me know!
0 1

@‘-u/ LODGING

. ’* LOCATION: Isle Casino Hotel 1800 Isle Parkway,
u [ ’. Bettendorf, IA 52722. Phone: 800-843-4753

p ! “.  FOR RESERVATIONS: 800-843-4753 or online at
islebettendorf.reztrip.com. Identify group code “REDWING” &
request NORTH TOWER. If you plan to sell out of your room,
please request the 2™ or 3 FLOOR in the NORTH TOWER.
More floors will be added to the room sales area if needed.

DEADLINE: Feb. 9, 2019 for the room block.
.i'*?j.v' TYPES OF ROOMS:

SINGLE KING*: Mon. & Tues. $69.99...Wed. & Thurs.
$89.99...Fri. & Sat. $99.99...+13.5% tax & $6 facility fee.

DOUBLE QUEEN*: Mon. & Tues. $79.99...Wed. & Thurs.
$99.99...Fri. & Sat. $109.99...+13.5% tax & $6 facility fee.

Volunteering at the event is a great way to meet other collectors and
get involved in your club. We're looking for help with MidWinter set up,
registration, Show & Sale and more. Contact me at the office to sign up.

Finally, you can help us advertise MidWinter by downloading the
MidWinter promotional poster or requesting it from the office. It's
available in two sizes — 8%2x11 and 11x17; it can even be foam core
mounted. Hang a poster at your local antique mall or show and post to
the MidWinter event page!

To register, you can call the office at 651-388-4004, visit
www.RedWingCollectors.org or use the form on page 13. Online
registration should go live in mid- to late-October. Watch your e-mail
for an announcement as soon as it goes live.

| look forward to seeing everyone at MidWinter 2019 in Bettendorf, IA.
-Stacy Wegner, RWCS Executive Director

DEADLINES

PRE-REGISTRATION: SELLERS TABLE CONTRACT:

Feb. 1 (mail) & Feb. 8 (online)

SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Request by Feb. 1 & return by Feb. 8

Board of Directors Meeting  1:30 p.m. TBA

lowa Chapter Hospitality 5p.m. TBA

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Registration 3-6:30 p.m. Lobby

Room Sales All day North Tower Rooms
Member Meet Up 6-8 p.m. Salon B-C
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23

Registration 8-9:30 a.m. Lobby

Buffet Breakfast for hotel guests* served at Farmer’s Pick Buffet
Welcome/General Session  8:30-9:20 a.m.  Salon B-C
Education Seminars Session1 9:30-10:30 a.m. Room TBA
Education Seminars Session2 10:40-11:40 a.m. Room TBA

Show & Sale Seller Move-in Noon-1 p.m.  Salon B-C
JUNIOR/PARLOR SUITE*: Mon. & Tues. $119.99... Show & Sale 1-3:30 p.m. Salon B-C
Wed. & Thurs. $139.99...Fri. & Sat. $169.99...+13.5% tax =~ Auction Preview 2-4:15 p.m. Salon A
& $6 facility fee. Auction 4:30 p.m. Salon A
i 6\' ‘ * Guestroom rate i ‘@opyrlght CO'||éGt53'S'béiety GXOFers per room.
B



— DEADLINES:
S Wi REGISTRATION FORM MAIL ReG FEBRUARY 1, 2019
)* Cuffecturs “Society Inc. MIDWINTER GETTOGETHER ONLINE REG FEBRUARY 8, 2019
] _\,.:.f"’ - Feb. 22-24, 2019 Isle Casino Hotel Bettendorf, IA SELLERS TABLE FEBRUARY 8, 2019

ALL REGISTRATIONS AFTER DEADLINES WILL PAY THE ONSITE $35 REGISTRATION.
MEMBER #1: MEMBER #

ADDRESS:
[ CHECK HERE IF YOUR ADDRESS HAS CHANGED. PHONE #:
EMAIL ADDRESS:
REGISTRATION (MEMBER #1): ADULT = $30  ONsITE = $35
CHILD REGISTRATION:
UNDER 15 FREE DATE OF BIRTH (MONTH/YEAR)
MEMBERSHIP: PRIMARY = $35 FOR 1 YR OR $70 FOR 2 YRS

AsSOCIATE = $15 FOR 1 YR OR $30 FOR 2 YRS TOTAL #1
MEMBER #2: MEMBER #
REGISTRATION (MEMBER #1): ADULT = $30 ONsSITE = $35
CHILD REGISTRATION:

UNDER 15 FREE DATE OF BIRTH (MONTH/YEAR)
MEMBERSHIP: PRIMARY = $35 FOR 1 YR OR $70 FOR 2 YRS

ASSOCIATE = $15 FOR 1 ¥R OR $30 FOR 2 YRS TOTAL #2
MEMBER #3: MEMBER #
REGISTRATION (MEMBER #1): ADULT = $30 ONSITE = $35
CHILD REGISTRATION:

UNDER 15 FREE DATE OF BIRTH (MONTH/YEAR)
MEMBERSHIP: PRIMARY = $35 FOR 1 YR OR $70 FOR 2 YRS -
AsSSOCIATE = $15 FOR 1 YR OR $30 FOR 2 YRS TOTAL #3

SELLER'S TABLES & BOOTHS

No PERCENTAGE RULES WILL BE APPLIED FOR THE 2019 MIDWINTER SHOW & SALE. VENDORS SELLING AT MIDWINTER SHOW AND SALE WILL HAVE
THE FLEXIBILITY TO SELL A QUALITY MIXTURE OF STONEWARE, POTTERY, SOUVENIRS, AND ANTIQUES.

IT 1S ENCOURAGED THAT VINTAGE POTTERY AND SOUVENIR PIECES SOLD AT MIDWINTER BE AMERICAN-MADE, STONEWARE OR POTTERY THAT HAS BEEN
REFAIRED, RESTORED, IS A KNOWN FAKE, OR IS DAMAGED, IS TO BE LABELED AS SUCH IN COMPLIANCE WITH RWCS REQUIREMENTS. THE SELLER AGREES NOT TO
MISREPRESENT ANY MERCHANDISE OR TO USE THE NAME OF RED WiING COLLECTORS SOCIETY ON ANY ITEMS NOT PRODUCED BY RWCS,

OTHER ANTIQUE ITEMS OR FURNITURE MUST BE GOOD QUALITY AND MADE PRIOR TO 1970,

TABLE: 2 1/2' X 8’ AND ONE CHAIR —geprarey—  —200 —
BOOTH SPACE: 10 FT WIDE X 8FT DEEP $55

[ Check here if you need a table for your bootf space.

LIMITED SPACE, ALL TABLES ARE SOLD ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. CONTRACTS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE OR VIA EMAIL. TO RECEIVE A PAPER
CONTRACT, PLEASE ENCLOSE A SELF —ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE. SIGNED CONTRACTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 8, 2018.

RWCS FOUNDATION DONATION (TAX DEDUCTIBLE)|E]
NO ONLINE SERVICE FEES GRAND ToTAL 5
Method of Payment:
] Visa ] MASTERCARD [0 Discover  [] CHECK/CAsH
NAME:

WAYS TO REGISTER
1. ONLINE: www.ERWCS.org

CARD NUMBER:
2. PHONE: 651-388-4004 : = B
3. MAIL: PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066 LAST 3 DIGITS ON BACK: EXPIRATION DATE:

Copyright © R'Ga‘WﬁiEg Collectors-Society-2018




AD RATES

Classified ads are 20¢ per word for members
and 30¢ per word for non-members; $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis. In addition to appearing in the
newsletter, classifieds and display ads are posted
on the RWCS website.

Ads are divided into the following sections:

Red Wing For Sale, Red Wing Wanted, Other
Pottery For Sale, Other Pottery Wanted, Events,
Auctions, Clubs & Publications and Websites,
Announcements and Services. You will not be
charged for these words, but please indicate which
section your ad should be placed in. If ad is to run
in more than one issue, please indicate at time of
placement. (Note: the small number at the end of
an ad tells when the ad expires, e.g., 2/19. Ads
without dates are one-time ads.) Please type or
print clearly and proofread before submission.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size Ad Rate
Full page $500

1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) 275

1/4 page 150

1/8 page 85

Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.
DISPLAY AD DIMENSIONS

Full Page 8x10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) ~ 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 4x5.25
1/8 page 4x2.125

Display ads are accepted on a first-come, first-
served basis. The publisher reserves the right to
refuse ads for any reason.

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS

or PDF file. If you are unsure about acceptability,
inquire with the editor. There is an additional 10
percent fee for design and makeup if needed ($10
minimum).

DEADLINES

Issue Ads Editorial  Mail Date
February Jan.10  Jan.1 Feb. 15
April March 10 March 1 April 15
June - Contact Stacy Wegner at 651-388-4004.
August July25  July15  Aug. 31
October Sept. 10  Sept. 1 Oct. 15
December  Nov. 5 Nov. 1 Dec. 5
EDITOR ADDRESS

Make checks payable to RWCS and mail with ads:

Rick Natynski, RWCS
PO Box 198
Pewaukee, W1 53072

You can also submit ads by e-mail. Send to

newsletter@redwingcollectors.org and send

checks separately. Or, call Rick at
414-416-WING (9464).

CLASSIFIEDS

RED WING FOR SALE

FOR SALE: RW salt glazed 20 gallon crock in
excellent condition. Wisconsin advertising Sponge-
band pitchers also available. Text 206-898-0030 or
e-mail chrisandnick2017@gmail.com for pictures
and additional information.

FOR SALE: Red Wing King of Tarts cookie jar —
$500 plus SHI. It's multicolored and used, but in
great condition. Contact Theresa at 951-733-6175
with questions.

FOR SALE: Set of 12 Oomph Bakeware place set-
tings + 12 serving pcs and several accessories pcs
and mugs. Call Sue in Edina, MN at 952-922-7893.

FOR SALE: Crocks Birch Leaf and Red Wing 2
thru 30 gallon. Some with lids. 10 gallon Water
Cooler with lid. Churns 2 thru 6 gallon. 5 gallon
with lid. Jugs-Red Wing 3 thru 5. Commemorative
Collection 1981. 1984 thru 2005 Mason Jar with lid.
Chicken Feeder. 30 Red Wing vases. Call Betty @
205-531-7266. 12/18

FOR SALE: Large variety of Albany slip Minnesota
Stoneware pieces, Birch leaf & Red Wing crocks &
churns, RW Shrimp Boats and a variety of Safety
Valve jars. Call Billie at 573-231-6727.

RED WING WANTED
WANTED: Still, and always looking for jugs
and crocks with Montana advertising. Working

hard to improve my collection. Contact Aaron at
adbliss@3riversdbs.net or call (406) 788-7851. 2/19

Letters to the Editor (continued from pg. 10)

When Connor was back home visiting in 2015, he casually
mentioned, “Oh, by the way — | was chosen ‘Airman of the
Year’ while out in South Carolina.” He’s so humble of his

achievements.

When he was deployed to Afghanistan, his commitment and
knowledge of the F-16 amidst the bombs, rockets and hell

fire going on was noted by his commanding officers. Back ¥
state side, he was assigned to serve as F-16 Integrated By
Avionics System Instructor at Shaw Air Force Base in South .|
Carolina in June 2017 and was promoted to his current rank

of Staff Sergeant in August 2017.

These are just some of Connor’s accomplishments and we
are so very proud of him. He wants to thank everyone for

WANTED: Bob White: 4 oz. juice tumblers and
supper sets; Delta Blue: coffee mugs & beverage
mugs; Capistrano: 2 dish tidbit tray; Roundup: 2
mugs; Water Cooler bar petal lids, winged 2, 8 &
10 gal; Wing crocks: 40, 50 & 60 gal with or without
lids. Contact Herb at hdaniels000@gmail.com or
417-876-7104. 2/19

WANTED: Will pay strong price for RW bean pot
with Westby, Wis. advertising. Contact Rich at
repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org or
608-617-7424.

WANTED: Mini & salesman sample flower pots in
any colors. Contact cobe142@cox.net or
402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing Daisy Chain dinner plates and
salad/cereal bowls serving pieces. Contact Nancy
at nancy194805@gmail.com or 785-691-7213.

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North
Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too.
The more rare the better! Will pay top dollar for the
right pieces. Contact 701-270-0242 or
beehive@polarcomm.com.

WANTED: Looking for a Willow Wind pattern Spoon
Rest - the last one | need to complete my collection
of RWS spoon rests! Call Margaret at
651-388-9729.

WANTED: #687 Blue Chromoline vase & RW
adv. bean pots from Shamokin, PA & Frazer, MT.
Contact Rick at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org
or 414-416-WING.
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their support when he was growing up in the world of collecting Red Wing and trying to find his
next treasure. While he may not be at the auctions in person these days, Connor’s still adding
to his collection. He goes online to see what’s coming up at local sales and ‘old Dad’ sends him
pictures from auctions and still bids on his behalf. Hopefully in the near future Connor can take
leave in July and we can hang out with all the Red Wingers up at Convention. Thanks again,
everyone, for being involved Connor’s journey growing up to become an outstanding young
man. —-RWCS Members Mark & Erica Tlusty

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2018



Did you find a rare piece or a great deal worth sharing? Briefly describe the item, date
purchased, city and venue (store, auction, etc.) and price paid. Send to editor Rick
R E C E N T F I N D S & D E A L S Natynski via e-mail or mail (contact info on page 2). Multiple submissions result in

multiple entries in the Newsletter Special Commemorative drawing. All submissions
received between July 2018 and June of 2019 are eligible whether published or not.
Please keep submittals with purchase dates within six months of the newsletter issue.

ITEM LOCATION DATE VENUE PRICE & o ——
RW Brushedware bird bath stand (Bottom signed) Columbus, OH 3/18 Antique shop $75.% ] =
Large RW Bob White pitcher Wisconsin 4/18 Antique shop $45.0

RW Gray Line cake stand 4/18 eBay $3,300.%

2 gal “King’s Old Country Stone Ginger Beer, Minnesota 4/18 Flea market $40.%

Winnipeg, Man.” advertising jug

Rare RW Bob White pepper mill 718 eBay $898.% ?

2" Hand-turned RW Albany Slip mini jug SE Wisconsin 8/18 Auction $85.%0 3”
Brown RW stoneware mini shoe, 4.25” long 8/18 eBay $636.% &]&l
Three white RW mini flower pots, each mint 8/18 eBay $159.15 ;._ _:

Large RW salt glaze mug Pardeeville, WI 8/18 Antique mall $33.%
RW “Lines & Circles” sponged bowl Minnesota 9/18 Antique mall $8.0
RW #3007 Pink Fleck Decorator Line vase 9/18 eBay $100.%

(shipped)

U. OF C. RED WING
LABORATORY JAR
OPENING

| picked up this piece at an
auction several years ago. It

has some damage, but certainly
has the same opening as the

20 gallon piece in the museum
(photo at lower left) that was
shown in the October 2017 RWCS
Newsletter article about Red
Wing's laboratory jars. It is roughly

fgaloninsizeandhas*U.of  CROCKS JAM TRAFFIC IN WALNUT, IA
C. Neuropathology” advertising.

I'm not sure, but my best guess As always, | had a great time at the Walnut Antique Fall Festival that

is that stands for the University took place in Walnut, IA in the middle of September. A lot of RWCS

of California (probably at Davis, members were on hand buying and selling Red Wing and having fun
CA). | picked it up because of my just hanging out. | took several photos at the event, but this pic of
connection to the medical field. RWCS Member Jim Hackett pulling a crock-filled trailer through Walnut
| haven't seen any other pieces with his tractor is my favorite. Olé the day!

with medical advertising on them. —RWCS Member Scott Spompinato

-RWCS Member Dr. Bob Rowe
WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
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DAVID HUTCHSON: 1944-2018

Story by Dave Hallstrom, RWCS Foundation President

Many of you probably heard that the Pottery Museum of
Red Wing recently lost a great friend and supporter when
longtime collector and museum volunteer David Hutchson
died unexpectedly on Sept. 1 at the age of 73.

David and his wife, Bonnie, donated their entire collection
to the Red Wing Collectors Society Foundation back in
2006. This wasn't just any collection, but rather the most
historically important collection of its kind. This is because
David's father, moldmaker Teddy Hutchson, was a longtime
employee of the Red Wing Potteries and the last person
to work there when it went out of business in 1967. Aside
from salable inventory, owner Richard Gilmer directed
Teddy to dispose of what remained in the buildings when
the Potteries closed, but thankfully he and his wife Alice kept
much of it. They passed it on to David and Bonnie, who kept
it safe for many years before donating it to the museum.

David lived his entire life in the Red Wing, Frontenac and
Lake City areas. He started his career at the correctional
facility in Red Wing, and when his father started Hutchson
Pottery Mold, he and Bonnie joined his mother and father as
mold makers. Together they traveled to many pottery shows,
making many friends along the way. When the family closed the business,
David went to work at NSP Nuclear Plant on Prairie Island, which later
became Excel Energy. He went on to work for, and later retire from Black
and McDonald in Canada. He served on the RWCS Foundation Board of
Directors from 2005 to 2007.

David was a great friend and | learned a lot from him. | will never forget the
time when he and Bonnie invited Larry Peterson, my wife Diane, and me
to their home to look at some of their Red Wing collection.

We had no idea what to expect, but when we saw the collection, we nearly
fainted...to put it mildly. There was another house on the property full to
the ceiling with box after box of pottery, records, molds and more; many
items no one had ever seen before, or even knew existed.

Today the Pottery Museum of Red Wing has an incredible display depicting
the mold making process and an irreplaceable archive of historical catalogs,
documents and rare pottery pieces. The love that David, Bonnie and his
father Teddy had for working with clay all those years made this possible.

In his retirement, David spent many days volunteering at the museum,
giving tours to anyone who wanted to know about Red Wing’s wares and
the role his father played in creating them. His passion shined through
every time he talked about his father’s skills and he explained the difficult
process of mold making to visitors. David knew everything about the
molding process and was the expert to go to if you had a question. You
could always get a detailed explanation and a little chuckle to go along
with the story.
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Above: Longtime RWCS Member David Hutchson stops for a photo while volunteering during the 2018
RWCS Convention. Below: Bonnie & David pose during the Pottery Museum’s grand opening in 2014
with the “Mold Room” display items they donated.

David was committed to preserving the history of the clay giant just like
his father was. David and Bonnie gifted their collection to the Pottery
Museum of Red Wing for everyone to learn, enjoy and preserve. We are
eternally grateful for all you have done and given. We will always treasure
the memories.

HUTCHSON COLLECTION ITEMS AT THE POTTERY MUSEUM INCLUDE:

+ Awide-range of Red Wing catalogs, pamphlets and other historical
documents dating from 1877 to 1967.

+ Aledger containing orders for advertising stoneware
pieces commissioned by owners of mercantiles, saloons,
grocery stores and other businesses from 1909 to 1912.

+ Hamms ashtray form molds.

+ Alunch hour bear that Teddy made for David when he
modeled the Hamms Beer Bear (A).

+ The only Birch Bark pitcher ever produced (B).

+ 50 different Charles Murphy colored-pencil drawings (C).

+ The last Red Wing “Lunch Hour” piece ever produced,

which Teddy | lT%I;'?qt'-f_'ﬁg.ll =]

made for

David as

the final

Potteries

employee (D).
+ Glaze and
color
formulas.




