This monumental Union Sewer
Pipe Co. exhibit might have
also been displayed during

the 1897 Red Wing Street Fair.
The Union Sewer Pipe Co. was
formed in 1896 when John H.
Rich Sewer Pipe Works joined
with the Red Wing Sewer Pipe
Co. The union dissolved in
1901, when the companles
offi c:ally
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Making its debut to the collecting world, this amazing Union Stoneware Company street display photo helps us
identify what Red Wing’s stoneware industry was and wasn’t capable of by early autumn of 1897, the latest time
that any of these items could have emerged from the kilns.

Topped by a massive bisque lawn vase, the display includes items like large salt glaze crocks decorated with
cobalt leaves and butterflies (sized 8 gallons and up); zinc glaze crocks and water coolers with Elephant Ear
leaves that appear to lack the Union Stoneware Co. oval (sized 2 through 6 gallons); 4 gallon zinc glaze Success
Filters with lids; a stork umbrella stand and a vase of some kind; Albany slip bean pots, milk pans,
bulldogs, cow & calf figures, and a bail-handled jug; zinc glaze mini jugs, butter jars, chamber pots, _
poultry fountains, bail-handled packing jars and jugs; a fancy jug with advertising, bisque flower ==
pots and hanging baskets (resting upside down). It’s possible that the two umbrella stands -5
flanking the lawn vase at the top of the display are sponged, but it’s difficult to tell without = -
color. There don’t appear to be any churns in the photo, but they certainly could be '
present on the side of the display that faces the building.

But since it's not dated, how can we be certain the photo was taken during
= the 1897 Red Wing Street Fair? First, when RWCS Hall of Famers Gary
- & Bonnie Tefft acquired the photo from an eBay auction, it was

bunched together with other images attributed to the maugural 5

Red Wing Street Fair, which took place Oct. 5-7,1897. i
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From there, we can confirm that the photo was indeed

taken during the fall season, thanks to the 4

carved pumpkins displayed on the building, to _ 1-
the right of the umbrella stands in the exhibit.

The sign above, posted on the exhibit’s white
e = frame, says “UNION STONEWARE COMP’Y RED
.._:.,,...r'-rF*h;""* 3 WING, MINN” and carries the tagline “WE LEAD e
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We can erase any doubt over whether the photo could
have been taken in 1896 or 1898 by identifying what zinc
glaze stoneware is and isn’t present in the display. When
Red Wing’s stoneware companies began transitioning
from salt glaze to zinc glaze, they started with smaller
items because they were still using wood and coal to
fuel the kilns. The soot and ash would ruin white-glazed
wares, so they had to be placed inside larger salt glazed
crocks in the kiln to be protected from the impurities.

First, the Teffts cited two important references in their
book, Red Wing Potters & Their Wares. The Oct. 1, 1896
Union Stoneware Co. Price List offered a lot of “white-
| glazed” wares, but the largest was only a 20 Ib. bailed jar.
About seven months after that price list was published,
the author of a June 16, 1897 Red Wing Daily Republican
# article described seeing a whole load of white-glazed
& stoneware being taken out of a Minnesota Stoneware kiln.

Second, we know the display couldn’t have been set up
for the Red Wing Street Fair in 1898 because of all the
large salt glaze crocks that are present. By fall of 1898,
the transition to zinc was nearly complete. If the potteries
were still turning out salt glaze at this time, they surely
wouldn’t set it out in a display of this magnitude, which

was intended to show off their latest and

= Above: The Union Stoneware Co. booth at the 1898 Trans-Mlss:ss:ppl International
Exposition in Omaha displayed a large quantity of rare and desirable pieces. The
expo ran from June 1 to Nov. 1 of that year, and at least seven large items were

greatest wares. Proof of that is shown made specifically for the trade booth, as they’re boldly covered by the Union
in the photo G = . Stoneware name in large ornate script. None of those have surfaced to date, but
above right, 3 there are a few similar items on dlsplay in the Pottery Museum of Red ng

Ty which shows = ——
" the Union Stoneware Co. exhibit at h‘"‘“ e -:&VH\ "
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the summer 1898 Trans- MISSISSIppI Exposition. The expo opened in

r 1 -— -
w ' = Omaha on June 1, 1898, which means the pieces in that phot_o were ﬂm .
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produced no later than May of that year. Not one salt glaze piece

appears in the photo, and the largest item is a 40 gallon crock. “'h .
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Based on the buildings in 88
the background, Gary Tefft
believes the photo was
taken at the corner of 3 and
Bush streets in downtown
Red Wing. Note the jack-o’-
lanterns pictured up above the
American flags, and the Red
Wing Beer sign directly above.
: e Big thanks
~- 1\: to Gary for
: { b sharing
the photo!
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