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FROM THE EDITOR

Just for fun, | decided to have a little contest in the
September RWCS Newsletter, and I'm pleased to %U
announce that RWCS Hall of Famer Barb Brown won. She ;,r'

was the first person to identify that the Thunderbird plateon |\
the cover was pictured upside down, and for her effort, she |
will be awarded an all-expense paid trip to the Red Wing & -
Pottery dump, where she can dig to her heart's content.

Wait, hold up. | can't lie about this. To be honest, | was
completely unaware that the plate was upside down until
Barb texted me when she received her newsletter and
noticed my glaring error. Then, a few hours later that day, RWCS Member Peter Ullrich
called to share the same information. Both have a Thunderbird plate in their collections,
and Peter shared that he often dined at the Thunderbird restaurant when he had tickets for
the Minnesota Twins, Vikings and North Stars games that were played nearby.

“Itis a strange kind of design, so | can see how that could happen,” he said, trying to make
me feel better. At this point | figured the floodgates were about to open and I'd be fielding
call after call about my ignorance. But as it turned out, only four members reported my
mistake, which leads me to believe one of the following:

A. You didn’t care...you were just disappointed that stoneware wasn’t on the cover.
B. You saw that | messed up, but didn’t want to embarrass me.
C. You're just finding out now.

Whatever the case, bless you. In the end, Barb and Peter were the only ones who personally
contacted me, and RWCS Member Services Manager Angie DeGreeff shared that two
people reached out to the business office. RWCS Member Larry Everett sent an e-mail, and
another member left a voice message that was deleted before their name was recorded.

I've photographed three of these plates at collectors’ homes over the years, so | looked
back at my photo archives to see if | pictured any of them right side up. Nope. In two
situations, | grabbed the plate, and positioned it incorrectly before snapping the photo. One
of those plates belonged to Barb and her husband, RWCS Hall of Famer Steve Brown.
They couldn’t have noticed, or else they would’'ve corrected me. And in the third situation,
the plate was — get this — displayed upside down on the wall. That person, who will remain
nameless to protect their identity, doesn’t know which way it's supposed to go either!

This whole thing is pretty embarrasing, but I'm also quite proud. Why? Because | created
102 issues of the RWCS Newsletter before making this mistake. That's an impressive
streak, right? A new one starts with the cover of this issue, which | got right...| think.

P.S. Peter has three other Red Wing plates that have
been attributed to the pottery’s attempt to secure the
Thunderbird's business, but they lack the stenciled
figure. He’s kindly invited me to visit and photograph
his collection, so watch for more in a future issue.

Rick Natynski, Editor

Primary membership in the Red Wing Collectors Society is $45 annually;
associate membership is $15. There must be at least one primary member
per household in order to have an associate membership. Members can
pay for up to two years when renewing their membership. Contact the
RWCS Business Office for additional details.
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MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR THE 2024

MIDWINTER WEEKEND, FEB. 1-3

After a very successful event last February, we're excited to be back in Des
Moines for the RWCS MidWinter event Feb. 1-3, 2024! Page 12 contains
everything you need to know about the activities we have planned, registering for
MidWinter and booking your room at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites on Merle Hay
Road. Our Friday keynote speaker will be historian and privy digger Tom Askjem,
who's earned national notoriety through his presence on social media platforms
like YouTube and Facebook. Learn more about him on the next page.

The event registration form is on page 13 and online registration is open on the
RWCS website. We've already e-mailed members a link for the booking page on
the hotel's website, but if you missed it, visit www.holidayinn.com/desmoinesia
and use the group code, RW4. We can’t wait to see you there!

RWCS ELECTION NOMINATIONS DUE DEC. 9

As announced in the September RWCS Newsletter, the Red Wing Collectors
Society is looking for officers to serve on the Board of Directors. In 2024, elections
will be held for President, Secretary and the three manager positions: Auction,
Education and Commemorative. Each position carries a term of four years.

Please contact RWCS Vice President Russa Robinson if you're interested in running
or have any questions about what each position entails. To submit an intent to run,
e-mail your biography and headshot to vicepresident@redwingcollectors.org no
later than 11:59 p.m. (Central) Saturday, Dec. 9.

VOTING ELIGIBILITY

+ Voting will run from June 1 through June 30, 2024.

+ Both Primary and Associate members may vote. Members must be in good
standing, with an expiration date on or after June 30, 2024. New members need to
have a paid membership, with full payment received by the RWCS office no later
than May 25, 2024.

* Voting will be 100% electronic via the secure website, Balloteer.com. No paper
ballots will be used.

* On Saturday, June 1, the RWCS will e-mail members a link to the Balloteer voting
site along with a unique PIN number. Members will follow the link in the e-mail
to the voting site and use this PIN number to log in and vote. A space for write-in
candidates will be provided. Ballots must be cast by 11:59 p.m. (Central) Saturday,
June 30.

0 Each member will receive their voting PIN number via e-mail; therefore, each
voting member MUST have a unique e-mail address associated with their
RWCS account (i.e., one e-mail address per member, rather than the same
e-mail address for the entire household).

0 Members who don't have a unique e-mail address associated with their RWCS
account may request to have their Balloteer.com unique PIN number mailed to
them. Members must allow sufficient time to receive the PIN number via U.S.
mail. Mail requests to: Red Wing Collectors Society, Attention: 2024 Election
Committee, PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066-0050.

* These members will still need to use a computer or smartphone to vote. All
voting will be done electronically via Balloteer.com, and instructions will be
included with the PIN number they receive via mail. If these members don't
have internet access in their home, they're encouraged to visit a public library
or ask a friend or relative to help them cast their ballot.

. _ WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society

Above: A scene from the inaugural Red Wing Street Fair in 1897,
courtesy of the Goodhue County Historical Society.

ABOUT THE COVER

Appearing for the first time in any publication, the spectacular
image of the Union Stoneware Company exhibit on the cover was
captured in 1897 during the Red Wing Street Fair, an annual fall
event that began that year and ran until at least 1923.

RWCS Hall of Famer Gary Teftt acquired the photo on eBay
several years ago. Listed with other pictures from the same Red
Wing Street Fair, the auction listing lacked good keywords and
wasn't included in eBay’s Red Wing pottery category. Judging
from the bidding and final price, only a few collectors saw it.

In addition to exhibitions from local manufacturers like the
Union Stoneware Co., the Red Wing Street Fair’s carnival-like
atmosphere consisted of parades, a hot air balloon launch, circus
acts, rides, music, food and more. Downtown businesses took
advantage of the increased foot traffic by peddling their wares
on sidewalks and offering special discounts, like the piano sale
advertised in the photo above. The excerpt below from the Sept.
2, 1897 issue of Wisconsin's River Falls Journal shows that
visitors from miles around were invited to attend:

“We have received an announcement from C.A.
Rasmussen, president of the Red Wing Street Fair
Association, telling of the elaborate preparations
being made in that stirring city for a street fair
to take place in the business thoroughfare on Oct.
5, 6 and 7. Prizes are to be generously awarded
and all the exhibitions are free.”

As interesting as this information is, you'd
probably like more analysis of the incredible
cover photo. Don't worry, we have you 4
covered. Turn to pages 8-9 to see the
stoneware display in its entirety, along with
two other iconic Red Wing clay exhibits.

The Red Wing Street Fair souvenir pin on the
cover is likely from 1897. This one is from 1899.

i RED WING, ihe best Streel Fair and Caraival
1 WA N I E D Town in Minnesols, warls a limited number of
high-class moral shows, on 8 percentage basis.
. | far the lask week in Septamber, 1902,
A RELIABLE LUNETTE
STATUE TURKING TO LIFE DOG AND PONY SHOW
FERAIS WHEEL and & few other pood shows

are new here 3nd sure of making big money. Nothing of & fake or immoral nalure
« | tolerated, Address PRESIDENT RED WING STREET FAIR, Red Wing, Minn,

GLASS BLOWERS

Above: The Red Wing Street Fair Association placed this ad in the
March 29, 1902 issue of The Billboard, a trade paper for vendors and
entertainers that traveled the country to perform at street fairs, circuses
and carnivals. The ad strictly states only “moral” shows will be
tolerated, and requests a literal “dog and pony show”. Ha!




C L U B N E W S by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

ANDERSON COLLECTION DONATED TO RWCS
It's with a great amount of gratitude that the RWCS thanks the family of late RWCS Member Norman

Ronald “Andy” Anderson for generously donating his collection to the Society for the specific purpose
of auctioning it off, with the proceeds to benefit the club’s website redesign project.

Unlike most Red Wing collectors, Andy and his wife, Nancy, acquired a majority of their stoneware
collection in the eastern United States. As the southern Florida natives shared in the “Collector Q&A”
feature in the February 2020 RWCS Newsletter, they found their first Red Wing crock at a Miami
Beach antique show in the late 1980s and joined the RWCS a couple of years later. Many finds were h
made when driving up to their cottage in upstate New York every summer. They made it to Red Wing J &
only once, attending an RWCS Convention in the early 1990s. M A

Andy was a career educator, serving as a high school math teacher, football coach, vice principal, By R WCS Member
student activities director and principal in Florida’s Miami-Dade County before he retired 26 years ago. E- A ndy A hderso n
At that time, he and Nancy moved to Atlanta to be closer to their daughter, Kellie, and her young family. . | 194 0 2 023

i

“Collecting Red Wing stoneware and the thrill of the hunt was a big part of Andy’s life,” Nancy explains.
“He and | talked about it at one point, and we agreed that when the time came, the collection should be passed on for others to enjoy. And since
the Red Wing Collectors Society played such a huge role in our collecting, we thought this would be the best fit. The newsletter, in particular, is
outstanding, and it kept us connected since we only made it to Red Wing one time. | kept in touch with Rick Natynski since he interviewed us a few
years ago, so | asked him to help facilitate the donation. When he mentioned the board of directors had discussed the need of updating the website,
I knew this would be the way to recognize Andy’s passion for collecting and honor his legacy.”

“We have so many great memories from collecting. Andy was famous for reading aloud from the Red Wing Stoneware book when someone else was taking a
turn driving up to our cottage, giving us word-for-word descriptions of what we should look for during antique stops. And | always giggle when | think about
the time | found a 1 gallon crock with a large wing at a shop in Florida for only $30. A newsletter had just come out with an article about how somebody
was putting wing stamps on them, and he was convinced it was one of those fakes. He spent an hour trying to scratch that wing off until he gave up.”

Andy passed away in May at the age of 82, and Nancy says everyone in the family has had an opportunity to pick a favorite item or two to keep in
memory of him. The remaining 50 or so pieces are going to the RWCS, and they will be included in the 2024 MidWinter auction. Highlights include a
30 gallon wing crock with hex bung, a 20 Ib wing butter crock, a 1 gallon wing crock, a Success Filter, water and iced tea coolers, and other crocks,
jugs and churns. Nancy hopes the gift will inspire others to consider donating to a cause that's important to them.

“Being able to pass on a legacy like this is something all of us should strive to do in one form or another,” she says. “In our case, it's great to be able
to help the Red Wing club and | hope the people who buy each of these pieces are as excited to own them as we were. Hopefully the new RWCS
website helps attract more new members to the club.”

"We've had to delay improving the website due to budget constraints, so this is a big win for the Society,” notes RWCS President Paul Wichert. “We're
incredibly thankful to the Anderson family for donating Andy’s wonderful collection, and the board of directors will ensure the proceeds are spent wisely.”

In addition to donating the collection, Nancy pledged to cover up to $1,000 in the expenses to transport the items from Atlanta to Des Moines. RWCS
Representative at Large Chris Tincher has volunteered to pick up the collection and bring it to MidWinter. Watch for photos of auction highlights in
the January issue of the RWCS Newsletter.

RENOWNED PRIVY DIGGER TOM ASKJEM TO HEADLINE 2024 MIDWINTER

We're pleased to announce that well-known privy digger Tom Askjem (pronounced Ashum), has signed on to give the keynote presentation at the
2024 RWCS MidWinter event on the evening of Friday, Feb. 2. Tom, who hosts his own “Below the Plains” YouTube channel, started digging for
discarded relics when he was 14. His first dig was the original outhouse pit at his grandparents’ 1898 farmhouse in Buxton, ND. A convenient dumping
site of the day, privies often received small items like bottles or dishes that couldn’t be disposed of by burning. Tom uncovered a significant cache of
bottles on that first dig, and he hasn’t looked back.

A bottle collector at heart, he was able to make privy digging his full time job by age 23 by selling his finds (he estimates he has uncovered tens of
thousands of bottles over the years). He’s dug more than 1600 privy sites over the past decade — an astounding total that grew by at least 200 sites in
2023 alone. Privies from train stations, hotels, pool houses and saloons tend to yield the best finds. He finds potential digging sites by researching
old Sanborn maps (detailed maps of cities and towns in the 19" and 20™ centuries) and knocking on doors, and he even receives leads from
social media followers and fellow collectors. Most of his digs have taken place in the Dakotas, but he’s also dug far away as Maine to the

east, Galveston, TX to the south and California to the west.
“Club News” continued on
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Story & photos by Pottery Museum of Red Wing staff & volunteers

It's been a busy summer at your Pottery Museum of Red Wing.
Nearly 60 boat and group tours have visited this year to date, with
more than 10,000 people visiting in July and August alone. Now
that the tourist season has wound down, we are looking back on
what we have accomplished and looking forward to what is coming.

Although we had record temperatures during our recent Fall
Antique Festival, it was still well attended. Many folks left with new
treasures and fond memories of great conversations and fun times.

Your museum is also looking brighter these days. After applying
for a grant from the Port Authority, the Pottery Owners Annex
Association (the Red Wing Area Seniors and the Pottery Museum
of Red Wing) received funding to upgrade our sign to LED. Not
only is it brighter, it is also more energy-efficient, saving us money
on utilities!

Our gift store has been a huge hit with our visitors. We had more
than $9,000 in sales in July (Thank you, Convention attendees!)
and almost $24,000 over the last three months. This is wonderful!

We are looking for more inventory to keep the store stocked. If you ¥ .

have any stoneware, art ware or dinnerware to donate, we would
love to have it in the store. All sales support your Pottery Museum!

Another bright spot in our lives is our group of incredible
volunteers. We absolutely could not run your museum without our
passionate tour guides, committee members, gift store workers,
greeters and other amazing volunteers who cheerfully give their
time to make your museum run. THANK YOU!

Give to the Max Day is rapidly approaching. This year it falls

on Thursday, Nov. 16. We are entering a season of giving and
thankfulness, and we will accept all donations that come in during
November as Give to the Max donations. Think of it as Give to the
Max Month. Thanks for your support! =+

Immediate right: A pottery tile made by one of the Viking River Cruise
guests. Far right: New LEDs bulbs light up the outdoor Pottery Museum
sign at night.
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CHAPTER 12: ARTICHOKE

PLATES, BEAN POTS, SHIRRED EGG

DISHES, BALL PITCHERS AND A
COMPARTMENT TRAY

© Copyright 2023 RWCS Member Marilyn Moe and RWCS Hall of

Famers Terry Moe & Larry Roschen. Photos by the authors and
www.redwingdinnerware.com and used here with permssion.

This series is designed to remedy the lack of published information
about Gypsy Trail, Red Wing’s earliest full dinnerware line and the least

familiar to collectors.

Gypsy Trail had an amazing number of individual items introduced

during its nine or so years of production. Of these, the Reed #136
Artichoke Plate and the Plain #178 Compartment Tray make up a

particularly interesting pair. Introduced in 1938/39 and appearing last in
Red Wing's January 1942 Price List, the Artichoke Plate (Fig. 1)
measures 9 inches in diameter and is one of the most beautiful

of the designs. (Well, at least Terry says so.)

The Plain Compartment Tray (Fig. 2) also measures 9 inches

in diameter and was produced during the same years as the
Artichoke Plate. The Compartment Tray is much harder to find
and is often overlooked by collectors because there aren’t
many good photos of it to refer to when identifying it. Terry has
only had the opportunity to buy two of them in all his years of
collecting. It actually looks like the Artichoke Plate without the
Reed decorations. Marked examples are not known for either of
these items.

Reed #138 (Fig. 3) is an interesting set of items to collect.
There are five sizes of Reed Ball Pitchers available if you wish
a complete set. Like the aforementioned pieces, they were
introduced in 1938/39 and last listed in January 1942. They
were listed in sizes of 8, 11, 16, 24 and 32 ounces. It is easy

to see the Reed design around the lower part of the pitchers. It
took many years to find the set shown in the photo. However,
Marilyn & Terry found three of the 8 0z orange pitchers in

three different locations within a 3-day period, so don’t give

up. Marked examples are not known for any of these sizes.
Interestingly, these were all listed as being part of the Plain
Pattern rather than the Reed Pattern in two Red Wing Price
Lists (June 1941 and January 1942). We believe that the Plain
listing was made in error since we have not found any examples
of these sizes without the Reed markings. There are two ball
pitchers in the Plain Pattern, but they are both much larger than
the Reed Ball Pitchers.

If you are a collector of Red Wing Bean Pots, you need these
#144 Gypsy Trail Plain Boston Bean Pots & Covers (Fig. 4) to
have a complete bean pot collection. They were listed as 15,
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23 and 32 ounces, when they first

appeared in the 1938/39 price

list. Like the others, they were last
listed in January 1942. We know
of some marked examples and
Larry even has some photos of
markings. These are not easy to
find in any of the sizes. The bright
colors give them away in shops
and flea markets. They often
appear sans lid.

We have a perfect dish for all of
you who are shirred egg lovers.
The dish is the #145 Reed

Shirred Egg Dish (Fig 5). We
have a feeling a number of you
have been anxiously awaiting a
definition of “shirred”. We could
force you to wait until the next
issue, but Larry thinks we should
go ahead and tell you that shirred
means “baked”. We guess then,
that “half-shirred” would be
“half-baked”, much like most of
Terry’s ideas. In any event, these
dishes were introduced in 1938/39
and listed for the final time in the
February 1943 price list. We are
still looking for our first marked E ——

example. = :
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RED WING SAFFRON WARE BOWLS

AUTHOR’S NOTE: Red Wing Saffron Ware was an extensive line of
kitchenware produced in the mid to late 1930s, including a number of
different types of bowls. For an introduction to the line, refer to the article
‘Red Wing Saffron Ware” in the April 2013 RWCS Newsletter. The only
company documentation | know of for this kitchenware line is a Red Wing
Potteries, Inc. price list dated June 1,1938 that includes some Saffron
Ware items, other stoneware specialties, plus a general line of stoneware.
This price list included two types of shoulder mixing Saffron Ware bowls:
‘banded” and “Reed mottled”. But, it doesn’t contain a complete listing of
Saffron Ware items. In this article, | will provide additional information about
the different types of Saffron Ware bowls I've encountered.

The Red Wing Potteries used similar molds for the Gray Line (aka
“Spongeband”) and Saffron Ware kitchenware lines. Based on a study of
dated advertising, the production of Gray Line and Saffron Ware overlapped
in 1935, and then Gray Line production ceased. The 1938 price list includes
most of the other Gray Line mold styled Saffron Ware items.

Shoulder Mixing, Banded: These bowls
are decorated with stripes or banding on the
shoulder, and were made from molds that
have impressed ‘petals’ or ‘scallops’ on the
body of the bowl rising up from the foot. These
. examples were produced in diameters of 5 to
10 inches, and 12 inches. (The 1938 price list
doesn’t show an 11-inch size.)

“ = 1 £
Y ]

The most common decoration on this shape is
. two blue stripes; Fig. 1 shows a complete set.
. This type of bowl can be found bottom-marked
- with the ink stamp, and some can be found with
merchant advertising. Advertising is usually found on bowls that are smaller
than 10 inches in diameter, although | do have one 10-inch example with
an ad. Other decorations found on banded bowls include the typical Saffron
Ware brown/white/brown stripes (Fig. 2), all over ‘mottling’ (aka “sponging”,
Fig. 3), two white stripes and ‘plain’ or no decoration (Fig. 4). The bowl |
have with the two faint white stripes (below, on the right) is ink-stamped and
also has the number “2612" scratched into the bottom, which indicates it
was an experimental decoration. | also have an unsigned bowl decorated
with the brown/white/brown stripes that has advertising. In more than 40
years of collecting, I've only seen unsigned plain bowls, and | don’t know of
any that have
advertising.
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Story by RWCS Member
Brent Mischke © Copyright 2023
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Red Wing used similar molds to produce stoneware versions of the banded
shoulder mixing bowls. Fig. 5 shows an illustration from an undated Red
Wing Potteries catalog, in which the stoneware versions of the Saffron
Ware banded shoulder bowls were called “Colonial Shoulder Bowls”. They
were produced in the same sizes as the Saffron Ware bowls.

Based on the characteristics of the signed banded Saffron Ware shoulder
mixing bowls that | have seen, I've made the following observations:
1. These bowls only have bands or stripes on the shoulder, not the body.
2. There is a very distinct bottom edge to the petals.
3. They have fewer petals than similar yellow ware bowls.

Depending on the diameter of the bowl, they have anywhere from 32 petals
(5-inch bowl) up to 50 petals (12 inches), and several integers in between.

Shoulder Mixing, Reed Mottled: As the
most commonly found Saffron Ware bowls,
these are characterized by an impressed reed
design originating from a small foot and ending
at a point below the shoulder. They were
produced in sizes ranging from 5 to 10 inches
in diameter. The most common decoration
found on these bowls is a red (brown) and
blue mottled decoration. These bowls can be
found bottom-marked with the ink stamp and
are frequently found with advertising. Other
decorations and mold variations have been
found on these bowls.

Fig. 6 shows the usual mold design, and
Fig. 7 shows a variation in the mold around
the base seen on some 10-inch examples.
Also, 9-inch bowls can be found with ‘finger-
hold' indentations on the bottom edge of the
shoulder. A variation of Red Wing's mottling
decoration, perhaps a special order, has
a sponged body with a plain rim, so the rim
could be used for the advertising (Fig. 8). This
is the only example of this style of decoration '
that I've seen. It's likely 9 inches due to the fi nger—holds but | don’t recall if
it was bottom-marked.

Another decoration found on this style is three

—
blue stripes on the shoulder of an otherwise S=————"""-
plain bowl (Fig. 9). These can be found bottom- 1. '

marked with the ink stamp, but | don’t know of 0 ) L

any that bear advertising. A similar variation,
which might have also been a special order, has two blue stripes on the
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shoulder of an otherwise plain bowl (Fig.
10). The ad reads: “‘MIX WITH WICKER'S
MEDFORD'S LEADING GROCERY”. It
measures 8 inches and is the only Reed
Saffron Ware bowl I've seen with two bands.
Similar molds were also used to produce
stoneware versions of the mottled Saffron Ware Reed shoulder mixing bowls.

Gray Line Style: Gray Line
mixing bowls were produced in
sizes ranging from 4 to 12 inches
in diameter. Pictured in Fig. 11, |
have only seen an unsigned 4-inch
Saffron Ware bowl similar to the

Gray Line bowls. This example is decorated with two blue stripes.

Rolled Rim: Red Wing produced two sets of yellow bowls and a set of zinc
glazed bowls in the 1930s using a mold that had straight sides, a raised
foot and a heavy ‘rolled rim’ rather than a shoulder. These bowls range
from 5 to 13 inches in diameter, plus a monster 15-inch bowl. The Saffron
Ware bowls were decorated with the typical brown/white/brown stripes,
and were usually signed with the “Red Wing Saffron Ware” ink stamp on
the bottom. Fig. 12 above shows a complete set of these bowls. | don't
know of any that feature advertising.

Incidentally, a similar
mold was wused to
produce the blue-banded,
zinc-glazed bowls from
“‘---_;-.:_._ﬂs - \-___‘_;t___..f “The Red Wing Line” in
—_— the mid-1910s, which
measure 5 to 11 inches in diameter. Pictured next to the Saffron Ware
version in Fig. 13, they were unsigned except for a size number impressed
on the bottom. Some can be found with merchant advertising.

\""-—_n--"'

set of

— \ The second
: yellowish bowls
produced from these
molds was made from
| clay that was either
F completely new to Red
e Wing's production, or
a mixture of Saffron
Ware and stoneware clay. Impressed “Red Wing USA” on the bottom,
these bowls were also decorated with three stripes, but in this case, the
stripes are white/dark blue/white. Fig. 14 shows it next to its Saffron Ware
counterpart. Although not strictly Saffron Ware, | included it because these
appear to be the “Pantry Bowls” that are pictured in the undated Red Wing
catalog shown in Fig. 5. This is the only illustration currently known to
depict Pantry Bowls.

A
4,
\ i

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com.

Embossed:

A subset of Saffron
Ware items includes
a nest of bowls, a
pitcher and a 6-cup
teapot — each of
which has a series
of embossed ridges around its body. When producing Saffron Ware, Red
Wing started experimenting with other types of kitchenware, such as the
limited Pansy and Wreath lines. A comparision reveals these two lines are
related to the embossed Saffron Ware pieces. Fig. 15 shows that the area
of the molds encompassed by the embossed ridges and brown/white/brown
stripes could readily be replaced by the Pansy or Wreath designs. Plus,
bowls from each of these three lines nest together perfectly.

Every  embossed
Saffron Ware
item I've seen is e
decorated with the oy
prowniwhiteforowny TN S
stripes. I've never
seen a signed pitcher
or teapot, while .~ ; Rk "
bowls, which range between 5 to 10 inches in diameter, are rarely bottom-
marked with the ink stamp, and have been found with advertising. Only
the teapot was listed in the aforementioned 1938 price list, but the bowls
are illustrated in a 1937 catalog from Haley R. Caley’s Our Own Hardware
Store in Elk River, MN (Fig. 16), along with other types of Saffron Ware.
This catalog also includes several other Red Wing products.

ATTRACTIVE) INEXFENSIVE HEAT FROOF OVENWARE (¥
O THE TABLE. HOT WATEN AMD OVEN MWEAY WONT AEEAN T

Other Saffron Ware bowls: Fig. 17 shows a
plain bowl with embossed grapes and vines
around the body, plus a repeating reverse
picket fence design on the shoulder. I've seen
these only in the 10-inch size, and usually
they're bottom-marked with the ink stamp. |
don’t know of any advertising examples. Red
Wing also used the mold for stoneware bowls.

Fig. 18 shows an unusual
Saffron Ware milk pan
decorated with two blue :
stripes, impressed “1/2 =5 2

PT” on the bottom with an
)

ink stamp. This is the only

size Saffron Ware milk pan

I'm aware of; very few exist.

A third unusual Saffron Ware bowl is shown in
Fig. 19. These bowls were produced using a
mold similar to the one that was used for the
hex bottom shoulder bowls. To date, | only
know of a few unsigned examples, and each
has measured 10 inches in diameter.

Saffron Bowl Shards: Dump diggers,
especially RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis -
Nygaard, have uncovered some intriguing shards that hint at what
other Saffron Ware bowls have yet to be discovered.

WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society



RED WING

MID WINTER
2024

WEEKEN

DES MOINES, IA
FEB. 1-3, 2024

Can You Di 72

After hearing lots of positive feedback from those who attended the RWCS
MidWinter weekend last February, we're excited to co-chair the event
again in 2024! We hope to see you Feb. 1-3, 2024 at the Holiday Inn Hotel
& Suites on Merle Hay Road in Des Moines.

Friday will be education day and RWCS Education Manager Aarika Floyd
has lined up three sessions for you to choose from. RWCS Member Mike
Orgler will present his collection of Red Wing jardiniéres, giving a timeline
of production pieces with test glaze samples and historical records.
RWCS Foundation President Danae Prock will provide an update on the
Foundation’s efforts to restore the kiln that was used to fire some of our
favorite pieces. And finally, RWCS Hall of Famer Sandy Short will present
on the Red Wing animal figurines that she and her family have collected
over the years.

Advanced privy digger Tom Askjem will give the keynote presentation later
that day at the Friday night social. Tom has located and dug artifacts from
more than 1,600 privies in his time — a number that's even more incredible
considering he’s accomplished it in less than 10 years of professional
digging. He shares videos of his digs on YouTube and has also authored two

LODGING”

LOCATION: Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 4800 Merle Hay Road,
Des Moines, IA 50322. Phone: 515-278-4755.

FOR RESERVATIONS: Visit www.holidayinn.com/desmoinesia or
call 515-278-4755 or 800-HOLIDAY and indicate you are a Red Wing
Collectors Society MidWinter attendee. If you're a room seller, request
a lower floor. The group block name is MidWinter GetTogether. The
group block hotel code is RWCS MidWinter and the group code is RW4.

DEADLINE: Jan. 9, 2023 for the RWCS room block discount
TYPES OF ROOMS:
STANDARD: 2 queen beds ($89) or 1 king bed ($89) + 12% tax

JUNIOR or EXTENDED STAY SUITE: king bed and sleeper
sofa at $139 per night + 12% tax (About 1% rooms with large bed-
room and small living room)

FAMILY KING SUITE: king and sleeper sofa at $159 per night +
12% tax (About 1%2 rooms with small bedroom and large living room)

FAMILY DOUBLE QUEEN SUITE: 2 queen beds and
sleeper sofa at $179 + 12% tax (The size of two rooms)

books on bottles. A delicious spread of free food and a cash bar will follow.

Room sales have always been a highlight of the MidWinter event, and
it will be no different in 2024. More than 40 dealers and fellow collectors
sold goodies from their hotel rooms back in February, and we’re hoping to
exceed that number this time. (If you plan on selling out of your room, be
sure to request a room on the lower floors. Carts are limited, so bring one
along if you have one.) Once again, we also have nice auction scheduled
for Saturday morning, with about 200 items already lined up.

Remember, you must be registered for MidWinter to attend the auction,
Friday night social and education events. Two daily buffet breakfast
vouchers will also be included in the room rate for all members registered
for MidWinter, and the RWCS lowa Chapter will host everyone for a wine
& cheese event on Thursday evening. So, what are you waiting for? Visit
the RWCS website, call or mail in your MidWinter registration form today to
secure your place at one of the best Red Wing events of the year!

—Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher, MidWinter Co-Chairs and RWCS Reps at Large

DEADLINES

HOTEL RESERVATIONS EVENT PRE-REGISTRATION
Jan. 9o book at group discount  Jan. 13 (mail) & Jan. 20 (online)

SCHEDULE ....coesmmes

THURSDAY, FEB. 1:
* RWCS Board Meeting
+ ROOM SALES
* MidWinter Wine & Cheese Welcome Reception by lowa Chapter
FRIDAY, FEB. 2: EDUCATION DAY
* Timeline of Red Wing Art Pottery Jardiniére Colors by RWCS
Member Mike Orgler
* INSIDE the Kiln with your Pottery Museum of Red Wing by
RWCS Foundation President Danae Prock
+ Sharing Red Wing Animals featuring RWCS Hall of Famer
Sandy Short
* ROOM SALES
* Headline Presentation: Below the Plains by Privy Digger Tom
Askjem (including free food & cash bar)
SATURDAY, FEB. 3:
* Red Wing Auction hosted by Harry Lahr Auctions and the RWCS
SUNDAY, FEB. 4:

"Ratgginpludedwo vpicherp fesRenniaan s egkfastiPéffsin. Copy riBenuis &goffee it RWES lowaddaptyr
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SAVE TIME - ORDER ONLINE!

 “Collectors Society Inc. PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

MidWinter Weekend DEADLINES:
MAIL REGISTRATION: Jan 13, 2024

Online Registration:

Des Moines, lowa - February 1-3, 2024

Jan 20, 2024

SAVE $10 PER ATTENDEE BY REGISTERING BEFORE DEADLINES — ONSITE REGISTRATION IS $50

Name #1:

Member #

Address:

Check here if contact info has changed. Phone:

Email address:

Registration (#1) Adult=$40 Child = $0 (under 16)

RWCS Membership:

Child Date of Birth (Month/Year)

$
Primary= $45 for 1 year or $90 for 2 years :

Associate= $15 for 1 year or $30 for 2 years

TOTAL#1 §
Name #2: Member #
Address:
__ Check here if contact info has changed. Phone:

Email address:

Registration (#2) Adult=$40 Child = $0 (under 16)

RWCS Membership:

Child Date of Birth (Month/Year)

$
Primary= $45 for 1 year or $90 for 2 years $
Associate= $15 for 1 year or $30 for 2 years $

TOTAL #2 §
Name #3: Member #
Address:
Check here if contact info has changed. Phone:
Email address:
Registration (#3) Adult =$40 Child = $0 (under 16) $
Child Date of Birth (Month/Year)
RWCS Membership: Primary= $45 for 1 year or $90 for 2 years $
Associate= $15 for 1 year or $30 for 2 years $
TOTAL #3 $

WAYS TO REGISTER:

SAVE TIME BY
REGISTERING ONLINE
REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG

OR

MAIL THIS REGISTRATION TO:

RWCS

PO BOX 50

RED WING, MN 55066
or phone 651.388.4004

. SIGNATURE:
Licensed to beau'brewe%

RED WING COLLECTORS SOCIETY DONATION (NON TAX DEDUCTIBLE)

POTTERY MUSEUM OF RED WING DONATION (TAX DEDUCTIBLE)
NO CREDIT CARD FEES GRAND TOTAL INCLUDING TOP SECTION

PAYMENT TYPE: CREDIT CARD CHECK/CASH
NAME ON CARD: EXP DATE:
CARD #: CVVv#

=@ romaioom—Eooyright-Red- Wim-Sot Soc



AD RATES

Classified ads are 20¢ per word for members
and 30¢ per word for non-members; $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis. In addition to appearing in the
newsletter, classifieds and display ads are posted
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size Ad Rate
Full page $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) 275

1/4 page 150

1/8 page 85

Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

DISPLAY AD DIMENSIONS

Full Page 8x10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) ~ 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 4x5.25
1/8 page 4x2.125

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or
PDF file. There is an additional 10 percent fee for
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).

DEADLINES

Issue Ads Editorial  Mail Date
January Nov.25 Nov.15 Jan.6
March Feb.10 Feb.1  March 15
May April 10 April1 May 15
September  Aug. 1 July25  Sept. 1
November  Oct. 1 Sept. 25 Nov. 1
EDITOR ADDRESS

E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org.

Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to:

Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072.

If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

CLASSIFIEDS

RED WING FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Collection of approx. 175 Red Wing
teapots in excellent condition, to sell as one lot.
Located in Little Falls, MN. Contact Keith at 320-630-
1922 or kolsonLF@gmail.com for details & photos.

January 1919 Red Wing Telephone Company
book. Includes list of rural subscribers. Asking
$100. Great condition. Call Dorothy at 952-446-
9662 For information.

AUCTIONS

Collection of RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis
Yaeggi to be auctioned at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 11 by Millers Auction Co. in Tomah, WI.
See ad in September RWCS Newsletter or visit
millersauctionco.com for more information.

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, and
colors of Michigan advertising. If you have a piece
just sitting around not getting the love like it use to
anymore, let’s change that! Call or text Eric at 906-
282-1180 or e-mail edeyaert@mtu.edu. 11/23

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from
Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada,
and Utah. WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR RED
WING pieces from Wyoming. Always looking for
other rare and unique items. Contact Trevor at
tstephe4@gmail.com or 541-480-3016. 3/24

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North
Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too.
The more rare the better! Will pay top $$ for the
right pieces. Contact beehive@polarcomm.com or
701-270-0242. 9/26

WANTED: I'm a life long Montanan working hard
to improve my collection of Montana, Idaho and
Wyoming stoneware. If you happen to have, or
know somebody that has an example, PLEASE
let me know and let's talk! | promise you won't
regret it! Call or text 406-788-7851, e-mail me

at sawtooth5150@gmail.com, or drop a note to
Skyland Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 3/24

WANTED: I'm looking to buy collections of Red
Wing stoneware. Zinc or salt glaze - no collection
is too big or too small. | will travel to you. Please
e-mail photos to Unclewilbur13@hotmail.com or
text them to me at 715-520-0888. 11/23

WANTED: Salt glaze and Albany pieces attributed
to North Star Stoneware Company; Salt glaze lids
with button tops (2 gal - 30 gal); any Red Wing

or Minnesota Stoneware animals. Please send
photos to quirkdr@gmail.com or text 715-716-
8009. 11/23

WANTED: Adv. stoneware from Omaha and
Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs
— Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque.
Still looking for mini & salesman sample flower pots
in any colors, too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or
402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, WI
advertising, RW salt glaze salesman sample
crocks, and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline
vase. Contact Rick at 414-416-WING or
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org.

JOIN YOUR LOCAL RWCS CHAPTER!

Participating in your local RWCS Chapter is a great way to network with fellow collectors, learn and actively improve your collection. If you'd like
more information about your local chapter, complete the form below and mail it into the RWCS office or e-mail the information to angie.degreeff@
redwingcollectors.org. We'll connect you with a contact person from your local chapter. You can also view our chapter contact list online at
www.redwingcollectors.org/chapters and reach out directly.

Arizona (Southwest Redwingers)

California (Golden State)
Colorado (Rocky Mountain)
lllinois Chapter

Indiana Wingers

lowa Chapter

Kansas & Missouri (Trails West)

Name:

CIRCLE
CHAPTER(S)
OF INTEREST

Nebraska Chapter

North Dakota & Montana (Lewis & Clark)
Michigan (Wolverine)

Minnesota (Cannon Valley & Gopher)

South Dakota (Siouxland Redwingers)
Pacific Northwest (Puget Sound)

Wisconsin (Badger & Wisconsin)

Member #

Address:

Phone:
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BIRD CROCK BREAKS FACEBOOK

I met a man at our booth at Gold Rush in Rochester, MN who told me he had two
15 gallon crocks at home that he couldn’t carry around anymore and wanted to
sell. He explained to me what sounded like a regular big wing 15 gallon crock. |
told him those didn’t bring much money, but we would stop and see what he had.
When Gold Rush ended Sunday we stopped over, and pulling up to the house
we saw the two crocks and our hearts raced! There was a regular big wing and
a beautiful salt glaze bird!! We struck a deal with the guy for both and John tried
not to drop it on the way to the truck. He was shaking with such excitement! And
that's how we accidentally stumbled on the beautiful piece, in the wild. Shortly =~
after sharing a photo on Facebook, a collector made an offer we couldn't refuse, ' |

but we'll always have the memory of finding this incredible piece. Above left to right: RWCS Members Grant Marquardt, John Marquardt
-RWCS Member Cejay Finstad a5y Cejay Finstad pose with their find of a lifetime.

The other known vase,
in a slightly darker shade
. of blue. Shown next to a

AN EARLY ART POTTERY SURVIVOR

Back on Sept. 8, | found this interesting cobalt vase at an estate sale in Goodhue, MN. It's cracked and chipped, but I love the mark (signed “MADE BY
MINN. S. W. CO. RED WING.”) and it was only a dollar. It measures 5% inches tall and has a diameter of 6 inches across the rim. The family | got it from
was cleaning out their mother’s house. Her daughter said she used to shop at the Pottery Salesroom, but knowing this piece was likely made in the late
1800s, she probably picked it up somewhere else locally. | spoke with another member who has one just like it. He said it isn't made from stoneware
clay, but rather more of art pottery/dinnerware clay and our two are the only examples he’s aware of. Note that Minnesota Stoneware also used this
ink stamp on small crocks and jugs (butter crock example pictured above right). -RWCS Member Dan Barry

ANOTHER BIRD ISLAND BREAD BOWL SURFACES

“Where the hell is Bird Island?” That was a 1970s bumper sticker, back when cars had chrome bumpers. It was
a PR stunt by a local Lion’s Club member to promote Bird Island’s virtues.

The article you did about a Bird Island bread bowl in the June 2020 RWCS Newsletter with RWCS Members
Jon & Nancy Henslin and RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis Nygaard (all fellow Gopher Chapter members) ledtous
making the Bird Island Roller Mills bread bowl as our 2021 Gopher Chapter Commemorative. How cool is that?! &

Jon Henslin indicated that according to a long time Bird Island antique dealer, the bowl was a rarity. As luck |
would have it, while recently glancing at a local online auction, there was this box with just the inside of another E
Bird Island bowl visible along with some other antiques. Without Dennis’ obsessive archeological interests and
the informative newsletter article, | would have totally missed the bowl. From what | could see, with just the one
photo, the bowl appeared to have no cracks with a few nicks around the rim. | won the bid!! It is an 18-inch Red
Wing Stoneware Co. bread bowl, measuring about 6 inches tall and weighing in a little over 10 Ibs.

There was a West Central Daily Tribune (Willmar, MN) newspaper used as a liner in the box, dated Tuesday, |~

Jan. 25, 1972. 'm guessing this is when the items were boxed up, and where they remained for the last 50 =

years. The paper was addressed to Merton Roske, Rt. 1, Olivia, MN. Rt. 1 suggests a farm and Olivia is 5.1 [ #kss . .
miles west of Bird Island on US Hwy 212. An obituary suggests that the bowl was in the possession of the Roske famlly for four generat|ons

So, “Where the hell is Bird Island?” It is in Renville County, MN on US Hwy. 212 — about 92 miles West of Minneapolis. Collecting Red Wing is

fun! -RWCS Gopher Chapter President Jay Juergens WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society




“Club News” continued from page 4.

“This has never been about the money as much as it has
been about uncovering and sharing the history,” 32-year-
old Tom admits. “I really enjoy learning about the people
who lived at the places | dig based on the items that | find.
I'd never recommend the digging part of privy digging as
a fulltime job, because | was barely scraping by selling the
items | found, and | had to sell all my finds to do it. [t was E&F2=
frustrating, because I'd find bottles that I'd want to keep
for my collection, but | couldn’t afford to. Launching my
YouTube channel has been a perfect resolution though,
because now I'm making a more livable wage.”

Tom started sharing videos of his digs on YouTube in &
January of 2022, and in that time he’s attracted 75,000 }

subscribers, making it what he thinks could be the biggest ¥
YouTube channel of its kind. He has another 25,000 &
followers on Facebook. While he uses a tripod-mounted
video camera to self-record most of his videos, a partner
handles the editing side of the production, which includes

iqserting nqtes that pop up on the screen thgt provide  Apove: Privy digger Tom Askjem poses with finds from a recent dig, which included an intact 3
history on his finds as he pulls them from the dirt. gallon Red Wing salt glaze dragonfly-decorated crock.

“I'd be happy carrying on at this rate 10 years from now, although I'd like to spend more time digging out East,” he says. “Most of my digs in the Plains
states take place on homesteads setftled after the Civil War, but there’s phenomenal American history from the late 1700s and early 1800s still buried
along the East Coast. And the pilgrims landed in Massachusetts as early as the 1600s.”

Although he takes a few digging trips to warmer states after the ground freezes in North Dakota, Tom spends most of his winter focusing on writing
and traveling to photograph bottle collections for books. He's authored two so far — Nebraska Soda Bottles: 1865-1930 and A History of North Dakota
Bottling Operations: 1879-1930. His third book, Glass Icons of the American Frontier, will feature a comprehensive history on the earliest and most
desirable bottles from states west of the Mississippi River. He's also working on 2™ editions of his Nebraska and North Dakota bottle books, and
a book on North Dakota’s Fort Pembina, where soldiers were stationed from 1870-1895 to protect railroad construction and settlers from Native
Americans of the Sioux tribe that took refuge nearby across the Canadian border. (Tom was allowed to dig the site last year, which he says yielded
the best finds of his career.)

Although many of his finds center on soda, liquor and medicine bottles, he’s also unearthed some good pieces of Red Wing advertising stoneware
over the years. Examples include a Peterson, Rygg & Co. butter crock from Clifford, ND and an Olson & Wolff advertising jug from East Grand Forks,
MN. He also found a 20 gallon salt glaze double leaf crock with a hairline sitting on the hillside of an old dump.

Tom’s an interesting guy, so be sure to attend his presentation at MidWinter this February. In the meantime, you can learn more about him and his
fascinating profession by following him on Facebook or watching his “Below the Plains” channel on YouTube.

UNIQUE RED WING HAMM'’S BEAR TOPS $7,500

Although Red Wing's black Hamm'’s Beer Bear coin bank statues generally aren't difficult to find, they
are desirable, usually selling in the $500 -/+ range. Reddish-brown tinted bears, on the other hand,
are incredibly hard to find, so they bring a premium when offered for sale. The example pictured at
right sold for an impressive $6,600 high bid in an online auction on Sept. 14. That's $7,590 when
factoring in the 15% buyer’s premium. Pictured at far right, another uncommon variation — a black
bear holding a Hamm's sign with a blue border — sold for $3,000 on eBay back in July.

- "~ WAY TO GO, RAY!

Congratulations to RWCS Hall of Famer Ray Reiss, whose
Chicago inn, Ray’s Bucktown B&B, was nationally recognized
as one of America’s Favorite Mom & Pop Shops by Entrepreneur magazine! While most of us collectors know
Ray best for his Red Wing Art Pottery books, he founded his 11-room bed & breakfast in Chicago’s vibrant
Bucktown neighborhood in 2005. It's only 4 miles from downtown, so if future travel plans are taking you to the
Windy City, view his lodging options at www.raysbucktownbandb.com. If you hope to catch Ray when you're
visiting, be sure to call in advance; he’s officially retired from day-to-day operations and often travels, so his
presence has become less frequent. And just in case you're curious, yes — Ray displays a large portion of his
Red Wing collection at the inn. In fact, breakfast is served on Orange Ceramastone.

: _ WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
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