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FROM THE EDITOR

In June, RWCS Member Matthew Degenstein took on one of the most ambitious projects I've
ever heard of. He announced on a Red Wing Facebook group page that he was compiling
a master list that contains an example of every Red Wing advertising bowl known to exist.

“Everybody kept saying we need this list, but nobody was stepping up to do it,” Matthew
explains. “I figured somebody's got to do it, and | wanted it for myself. So, | guess |
volunteered myself when | asked people to send me pictures of their advertising bowls.”

Matthew began collecting Red Wing bean pots in 2018 and joined the RWCS a year later, so
he’s benefitted from the bean pot master list that RWCS Member Kent Williamson created,
which sits north of 620 examples. RWCS Member Jeff Birchman also created a beater jar
list with collectors Frank Korosec and Grant Radke; it contains more than 320 examples.
But there’s a big difference in what Matthew's attempting to do. He’s not limiting his list
to just one line of advertising bowls. He's including ALL advertising bowls! We're talking
sponge panel, sponge Saffron Ware, Gray Line, Greek key, blue band, pink and blue band,
shoulder bowls, milk pans...I'm sure I'm forgetting a few and | don’t even want to think about
it. | bet there will be well over 2,500 different examples on there when all is said and done!

“I'm including casseroles, nappies and pie plates, too,” he adds. “I like to torture myself.”

Dear God, somebody stop the insanity! Matthew tells me he spent 3-4 hours a night for the
first month scouring eBay and Facebook looking for different examples. Now he’s down to
about 4-5 hours a week; he also took pictures of every example he saw in Red Wing during
Convention Week.

OK, we need to help this guy out. After all, he’s not just keeping this list to himself. He’s
sharing it with all of us. He’s asking fellow collectors to send lists and pictures of every
advertising bowl they have so he can add it to the list. So far, he has 500+ examples.
One collector sent him a list of 250 different Wisconsin advertising bowls, and the list of
Missouri/Kansas and North Dakota bowls is nearly complete thanks to the work already put
in by RWCS Hall of Famer Nancy Lambert and RWCS Member Chris Nielsen, respectively.
He plans to upload updated versions to the RWCS website and some of the Facebook
pages so people know which examples have and haven't been recorded. He's keeping
all contributors completely confidential, and promises not to hassle anybody about selling
to him. To contribute, text him at 701-340-9013, e-mail degenstein@yahoo.com or private
message him on Facebook. We'll share progress reports in future issues. Good luck, Matt!

-Rick Natynski, RWCS Newsletter Editor
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NEWS BRIEFS

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR THE 2023

MIDWINTER EVENT

We're back in Des Moines for the RWCS MidWinter Weekend and we're pulling out all
the stops in 2023! As announced on the RWCS Facebook page in October, we have two
big names joining us for the Friday night entertainment. Turn the page for more in-depth
coverage on that! Page 12 contains everything you need to know about the activities we
have planned, registering for MidWinter (February 2-4) and booking your room at the
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites on Merle Hay Road.

The event registration form is on page 13 and online registration is open on the RWCS
website. We've already e-mailed members a link for the booking page on the hotel's
website, but if you missed it, visit www.holidayinn.com/desmoinesia and use the group
code, RWC. We can’t wait to see you there!

MEET THE NEW RWCS
MEMBERSHIP SPECIALIST

The RWCS Board of Directors is pleased to announce the
hiring of Angie DeGreef as RWCS membership specialist
and event coordinator. Angie will work out of the RWCS
office in the Pottery Museum of Red Wing building.

Angie grew up in a small town in central Minnesota

and moved to Minneapolis for college, where she also
worked as an administrative assistant. Last winter she

met her partner, Cameron, and moved to his hometown of
Frontenac, MN this summer. They have two cats and enjoy
kayaking and hiking.

“We are thrilled to be part of this community and | am looking forward to working with the
RWCS!” she says.

Luke Wegner will continue as RWCS accounting specialist and will maintain his home
office. He will also work in the RWCS office. We will post the office hours for Angie and
Luke on the RWCS Facebook page soon.

JENSSN 2022 CROCKFEST CONVENTION
WP/ BUTTON & RECORD STILL
SRR T AVAILABLE

buttons are still available for purchase. Created and

sold by the RWCS Siouxlanders Chapter, these

buttons resemble a 45 record in recognition of the
club’s 45" anniversary. The Siouxlanders also created
an actual 45 vinyl record which has a vocal recording of
“Pretty Red Wing” on one side and an instrumental
version on the other. The button and record are only
available as set for $10. Postage is an additional $7
(slightly higher if more than one set is ordered).

45" Mational Convention
July 14-16, 2022

“RWCS Siouxlanders Chapter” to Glenn at
29622 420" Ave., Scotland, SD 57059.

Alimited supply of 2022 RWCS CrockFest Convention

To order, please contact Glenn Beall at 605-464-0516
or reiver.llc@gmail.com. Mail checks made payable to

_ WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
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ABOUT THE COVER

With temperatures dropping in the northern latitudes,
you've more than likely reached for your slippers several
times already. And if you have heated floors in your home,
they're probably on right now. Easy peasy. But can you
imagine the lengths to which your ancestors had to go to
keep their feet warm?

If you have a stoneware hot water bottle in your collection,
you probably can. If you don’t know what these are, do a
web search and you'll be bombarded by images of some
really weird-looking contraptions. To be honest, many of
them are quite ugly. The example pictured on the cover,
however, is not one of them.

Red Wing's leaf-banded hot water bottle was one of the
most attractive examples ever made. While most were
covered in brown glaze, there are a few known zinc
glazed examples that were tinted with a blue or reddish-
brown hue. Red Wing made many different blue-tinted
items in its day, but the example on the cover is one of the
only items tinted in red. (A few hard-to-find cherry band
pitchers also exist with the same reddish-brown tint.)

If I've piqued your interest in Red Wing’s hot water bottles,
you're in luck. Flip to the back cover to learn more.

If not, just enjoy this  gEEEEs———

photo of a young i =
Larry Peterson
(RWCS Hall of
Famer) holding a
bottle like the one
pictured above at one
of the first RWCS
Conventions.

Do you think he
bought it?

-Rick Natynski,
RWCS Newsletter
Editor




DON SHORT & ROBBIE WOLFE
TO HEADLINE RWCS MIDWINTER!

Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

The Red Wing Collectors Society is excited to announce that well-
known salvage and antique aficionados Don Short and Robbie Wolfe*
will speak at the 2023 RWCS MidWinter event on the evening of Friday,
Feb. 3. The event will be held the weekend of Feb. 2-4 at the Holiday
Inn & Suites Des Moines — Northwest.

The duo will share some of their favorite antique-picking stories with a
Q&A session to follow. Best known for appearing on their architectural
salvage and antique picking cable TV shows, Short and Wolfe share a
passion for antiques and the stories they tell. After successful ventures in
other areas of business, both have gravitated back to their roots and made
careers out of picking pieces of history and finding them new homes.

ABOUT DON

Don Short owns and operates West End Architectural Salvage in Des
Moines, which was featured in HGTV's “West End Salvage” TV series in
2013-2015. He's the oldest son of RWCS Hall of Famers Con & Sandy
Short, and brother of longtime RWCS members Dave Short and Sarah
Sarbacker.

Although the Short family is known for collecting Red Wing stoneware
and pottery, Don says he grew up around a wide range of antiques and
primitives on the family’s ranch in Beach, ND. He started refinishing
furniture and repairing old farming equipment as a young teen - long
before becoming a restaurateur in his 30s. He owned four restaurants
at one point, and also ran a business restoring and flipping old homes
in and around Des Moines and Marshalltown, |A. During that time he
collected a large inventory of salvaged items from buildings that were
being torn down and used them in his restorations. The idea of opening
his own shop was born in 2005, when he held a weekend tag sale of
salvaged items that was so successful that it never really stopped.

“| said to my wife that if we were going to do this, | wanted to have the
best architectural salvage shop in the Midwest,” Don says. “We moved
into our current location 15 years ago and haven't looked back, so we've
been extremely fortunate.”

In addition to buying and selling architectural salvage, Don’s West
End team creates custom-made furniture from barn wood and other
repurposed items. His 50,000 sq. ft. warehouse in downtown Des
Moines includes a coffee shop and is a popular venue for events
like weddings, reunions and more. Check out photos of the space at
westendsalvage.com.

“Having the show on HGTV was a lot of fun; it's still streaming on Discovery
Plus so we still have customers who talk about it,” he says. “We also had
NBC's “Today Show” and “Nightly News” broadcast from here in 2016
during the lowa caucuses. That was a really cool experience.”

Short and Wolfe met back in the early 2010s after doing some antique
shows at the lowa State Fairgrounds. They quickly became good

friends and Rob attended the release party that Don held for “West End
Salvage” back in 2013.

“Rob and I run together whenever he’s in Des Moines — well,
as fast as two middle-aged guys can run,” he quips.

Don Short (left) and Robbie Wolfe

ABOUT ROBBIE

The younger brother of the “American Pickers” TV series creator Mike
Wolfe, Rob Wolfe has made guest appearances on the popular History
Channel show since it first aired in 2010 and became a full time cast
member in 2021, traveling the country in search of “rusty gold”. His first
experience in antiques came as a kid, when he and Mike scavenged
around for inexpensive old bicycles they could refurbish and sell for
extra income.

“When | was a kid growing up, my brother and I, we didn’t have a lot,”
Rob explains. “My mom was divorced at a young age, and she worked
to give us everything we could have. But at the same time, we found our
roots in old bicycles and old garages. The old timers in our neighborhood
would tell us stories about the items they had and that got us interested
in the history of every piece.”

Before long, the Wolfe brothers graduated into old cars and motorcycles.
While Mike opened a bike shop and spent countless hours picking
antiques, Rob eventually started his own landscaping business in
Davenport, IA- R.J. Wolfe & Sons — and continued picking antique oil,
gas and transportation advertising items on the side. Catapulted by his
guest appearances on “American Pickers”, which has since turned into
a regular role, he’s turned his passion of buying and selling antiques
into a full time gig.

“Each piece has a story and | believe that | was put on this earth to retell
it and put things in their proper place,” Rob says. “I tell people this all
the time: we're only caretakers of the stuff that we have for a little while,
so sometimes it's easier to just move it on to the next generation to be
the next caretaker.”

Last year, Rob restored an automotive garage built in downtown
Davenport in 1939 where he now houses his inventory and much of
his personal collection, which includes antique neon and porcelain
advertising signs, oil cans and original paint cars and trucks. Visit
riwolfepicker.com for photos.

Check out page 12 of this issue for more information on attending the
RWCS MidWinter Event, which will be held Feb. 2-4 at the Holiday Inn
& Suites Des Moines — Northwest at 4800 Merle Hay Road, Urbandale,
IA 50322. You can register online at redwingcollectors.org or mail in the
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Above: Visitors participating in the experience the Potten; Museum created for
Viking riverboat cruise passengers try their hand at the potters wheel. Participants
also made pottery tiles of a 15 gallon bird crock to take home as a keepsake.

Story by Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director

It was a busy summer at your Pottery Museum of Red Wing! While supply
chain issues caused the cancellation of some of the boat visits, we are
still greeting and entertaining guests from the riverboats through this
month. The 3-hour Viking experience we created for visitors was very
well received, and we might offer a similar experience in the future — be
it through a Community Education class or a special event. During this
time, our guests learn about clay, are given a chance to throw on a wheel
and make a clay tile to take with them, and tour the museum with our
knowledgeable guides. We've had a lot of fun with all our guests!

We have been working hard on our exhibit space in the Pottery Place
Mall, across the parking lot from your museum. We are setting up an
office area near the main entrance to the mall. Itis great to see stoneware
and dinnerware items back in the Minnesota Stoneware building, as well
as a desk from the company office. Watch this exhibit develop when you
visit — it is almost complete!

Our third annual Fall Antique Festival was fun! It was the first weekend
in October. We had vendors inside and outside in the parking lot, music,
a food truck and lots of enthusiasm for all things Red Wing! Thanks to
you, our fundraising auction on Sept. 30 raised more than $7,500! We
had an educational experience about the dump and a demonstration on
repairing a sewer pipe trunk.

Give to the Max Day, the day set aside in Minnesota to support nonprofits,
is Thursday, November 17. You will hear more about that as the time gets
closer. Please know that all donations marked for Give to the Max Day
count; if you are busy on the 17", you can still participate — and we thank
you for all the support you give your museum throughout the year.

icensed to beau
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Above & below: The new Minnesota Stoneware office exhibit in Pottery Place,
complete with a desk from the original office.
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Q When did you begin coIIectlng Red W|ng7 What was your fi f' rst
piece and what made you decide to buy it?

A. I first started collecting Red Wing in the late 1970s without realizing
it. Whenever | spotted a Red Wing sponge bowl at a garage sale or flea
market, and it was under 50 cents, | would buy it. They reminded me of
the bowls that my grandmother had on the farm. When the kids were small,
we had an 11 inch sponge panel bowl we used for popcorn. It survived!
Around 1985, my other grandmother from the city gave me two vases;
she said they were Red Wing like it was very important. This started
about 5 years of fun and confusion. My daughter Jen and | would flip
over everything we saw, looking for the Red Wing signature. Dinnerware
pieces, art pottery and stoneware. “Red Wing made that? And this?”

Q. What year did you join the RWCS?
A. We joined the club and attended our first Convention in 1990.

Q. What initially drew you to Gypsy Trail? Approximately how many
pieces do you have?

A. My dad and brother were avid flea marketers, and my brother was
collecting all sorts of Red Wing dinnerware. He encouraged me to collect
Random Harvest. But, he had a pastel pink Fondoso creamer, which |
said | liked. He smirked and wished me luck, saying I'd never be able to
complete a set of that pattern. He gave me the creamer though. He still
can't believe my collection. | just love the variety of Gypsy Trail pieces
and colors, which Red Wing started making in the middle of the 1930s. |
easily have 500 pieces, but that includes multiple place settings.

Q. That’s crazy! What Gypsy Trail patterns do you collect?

A. My primary focus is Fondoso, but I've branched out to all Gypsy Trail
Hostess Ware. | love patterns like Ivanhoe, Reed, Chevron, Plain and
items from Hostess Ware.

Q. | bought a really cool red/brown-sponged bean pot from you a

few years ago, so I'm guessing you must also collect stoneware?

A. That bean pot was an early find and gorgeous. The fact that Red
Wing took a utilitarian, everyday item and took the time to make
it beautiful by sponging it always fascinated me. | love Red Wing

stoneware pitchers and bowls. | also ¢ er ots the #215
Icens é? eau rewer%eﬁ
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Longtime RWCS Member Monica Keding has put together one of the top Gypsy Trail
collections imaginable. Although she downsized more than a decade ago, she kept her
pieces from the colorful line and continues to add to them. She’s still seeking a pastel
Fondoso coffee canister, a cabbage cookie jar and a Gypsy Trail watering can.

elephant vase in different colors, cookie jars and ink-stamped art pottery.

Q. How have your interests evolved since you started collecting?
A. For years | collected everything. | loved it all. When we retired and
moved about 12 years ago, | did the dreaded downsizing. There are so
many pieces | wish | still had. | zeroed in on my favorites, and that is my
Gypsy Trail and the other items | mentioned.

Q. What are some your favorite pieces in your collection?

A. I have a Fondoso plate painted with the Orleans pattern that is a
special favorite. My Fondoso canisters have always been a favorite, as
well. | am very lucky to have two lidded Fondoso sugar bowls, which is
probably the hardest piece of Fondoso to find. | also love the Chevron
Rooster cocktail pitchers; | have nine different colors. | could list favorites
until | list every piece. Every piece came with a story and a search.

Q. Are there any specific pieces you’re still hunting for?

A. Absolutely! Some things have been so elusive. My top wish list items
are a pastel Fondoso coffee canister, a cabbage cookie jar and a Gypsy
Trail watering can.

Q. Do you have any good stories to share about how you discovered
and acquired a certain piece?

A. Too many stories! Most of my favorite stories are with Jen. We bought
so many fun items at our first Convention, when she was about 12 years
old. On the last day, | found the hard-to-find Fondoso 1 Ib. butter dish.
We had barely enough money to pay for it. | didn’t bring the checkbook or
credit card to avoid temptation. We had just enough money to buy it and
split a Happy Meal on the way home. We had a blast that week.

Q. How long had you been collecting before you started to sell
items? What do you enjoy about selling at the CrockFest Convention
Show & Sale?

A. I used to set up once in a while at flea markets. For years | have only
sold at Convention. When | downsized | had quite bit to sell. Now I just
bring duplicates and fun finds. | love selling at the Show & Sale. So fun to
see everyone Although I have to admit | have a hard time looking up from

it Sﬁ]t"d Wlever@ ﬁectors Society



Monica loves pastel Fondoso dinnerware (above left) and includes a Fondoso plate painted w:th the Orleans pattern (center top) and Chevron Rooster cocktail pitchers (center)
among her favorite pieces. A handsome display of Red Wing art pottery, cookie jars and stoneware grace a cabinet above right.

Q. Have you been able to pass along your love of collecting to any of
your family?

A. Sharing this with Jen and then her and her family has been such a joy.
So many memories made. Her older three kids haven't joined us in Red
Wing in a while, but we still have her youngest, Megan (age 8), who loves
it. So many of our Red Wing friends say that she reminds them of her
mother at that age. Our two grandsons — Gavin, 15, and Jake, 14 - stay

at the lake with Grandpa during Convention. Madi, age 19, is busy with
school and work. When they were younger, we'd set up in the Pottery
Place parking lot during Convention. | put them in charge of a dollar table
and they got to keep the proceeds. It was fun for them and kept them
interested, but sometimes it would end in violence. One brother once
smacked the other and a piece broke, ha ha. Jen and her kids grew up with
our extended Red Wing family, as have so many of our Convention friends’
kids and grandkids. | love catching up each year and
meeting the new additions. My daughter-in-law, Idelle,
helped us for years. My husband, Dave, has been a
great sport and found some great Red Wing presents
for me. He comes when he is desperately needed, but
he prefers staying home and fishing with the grandkids.
We'll be married for 50 years come next June.

Q. What has kept you guys as RWCS members for
all these years?

A. The members - hands down! They're such a great
group of people. We joined to learn and find, but we
stay because of the members and all the friendships
we've built.

As a side note, | hosted a Convention education

Although Gypsy Trail is her main interest, Monica dedicates
a space above her cabinets to stoneware.

class on Fondoso and beginning a dinnerware collection about 25 years
ago. | had this handsome and intelligent young member asking all sorts
of questions. Some | could answer, and some | couldn’t. That young man
joined forces with another handsome and intelligent young man and they
went on to become a fantastic duo that has uncovered an amazing wealth
of knowledge about Red Wing dinnerware and they were inducted into
the RWCS Hall of Fame in 2014. So | either inspired or frustrated these
charming and clever gentlemen into this exciting body of work. Or maybe
not. But | think of them and how we've all benefited from what they've
shared. Collecting Gypsy Trail Hostess Ware is so much more fun thanks to
them. Thank you, Terry Moe and Larry Roschen! =+

Monica can be reached at
mkeding@scicable.com.

Convention Helpers: Monica’s husband, Dave, jéinéd her at the RWC:
CrockFest Show & Sale in 2022. Daughter Jen and granddaughters Maa
and Megan helped out at the 2017 RWCS Convention Show & Sale.”
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The

Class
of 73

Story by Rick Natynski,
RWCS Newsletter Editor

Considering the history of Red Wing is
so deeply rooted in the pottery industry,
it’s no surprise that several collectors
grew up in town and graduated

from Red Wing Central High School
(RWCHS). But six RWCS members

from the same class? Since the Class of 1973’s 50-year reunion
is just around the corner, it’s the perfect time to reintroduce you
to some longtime RWCS members who grew up together.

RWCS members Dave Hallstrom, Wayne Miller, Mark Dankers, Michael
Simonson, Steve Wipperling and Brent Mischke graduated from Red
Wing Central High School (RWCHS) in 1973. Of those six, the first three
still live in Red Wing today, and the next two live less than an hour’s drive
away. Only Brent lives out of state.

THE EARLY YEARS & CENTRAL HIGH

Most of the group considers high school the time where they became
better acquainted with one another. But Dave, Brent and Mike went

to Sunnyside Elementary School together, and often shared classes
together all the way from kindergarten on up through high school. Brent
and Dave were childhood buddies.

“l remember playing with Dave at Hallstrom’s Greenhouse when we
were in kindergarten,” Brent recalls. “We got into trouble a few times and
Dave’s dad would yell at us.”

Mark went to St. John’s Lutheran School until 8" grade, but lived down
the street from Dave and met Brent and Wayne playing sports when they
were kids. He played baseball and basketball in high school.

Graduating as class salutatorian, Brent was the best student of the
bunch. But he also excelled at sports; he was a starter on the varsity
basketball team as a senior and also played baseball.

Wayne grew up on a farm in the country, but was able to get

=28 out of chores whenever sports were in
season. He played basketball for two
years, but ran track and played football
all four years of high school.

Above: The RWCS members who graduated from Red Wing Central High School in 1973 had a mini reunion of their
own at the 45" Annual RWCS CrockFest Convention this summer. Standing (left to right): Michael Simonson, Mark
Dankers, Steve Wipperling and Wayne Miller. Seated: Dave Hallstrom and Brent Mischke.

“Wayne was the fastest guy in the football field,” Mark recalls. “The
quarterback often couldn’t throw the ball far enough; he had great hands
and could catch anything thrown to him.”

Wayne was crowned Homecoming King their senior year. As amateur
metal detectors, he and Mike got together before and after graduating
high school to hunt local fields and beaches for coins and other treasure.

Of of the entire group, Dave, Mike and Steve were the closest in high
school. Whether cruising downtown or tinkering with their rides, they were
car guys through and through. Steve had a '63 Nova, Mike drove a '69
Chevelle and Dave had a '67 Chevelle.

“Dave had a concrete block garage behind his house, and whenever one
of us was having problems with our car, we'd ‘miss’ a day of school and work
on it together,” Mike says. “He was the best when it came to fixing cars.”

POST-GRAD

Wayne went to the Vo-Tech College in Red Wing for a few years after
graduating and held part-time jobs excavating during the day and driving
for UPS at night. He planned to look for something else until a full-time
driving position opened up at UPS. Not only did he get the job, but he
stayed with the company until he retired in 2014.

Mike worked part-time at Hallstrom’s Greenhouse his senior year, but his
dad encouraged him to apply at Red Wing Shoe after graduation. What he
figured would be a starter job ended up turning into a 47-year career; he
finally retired 3 years ago. Steve was an usher at his wedding in 1976.

Dave went to the Vo-Tech College for a year and then worked in
maintenance at Red Wing Shoe for five years. He married his high school
sweetheart, Diane (Class of '75), in 1976, and Mike and Steve stood

up in their wedding. The couple joined Dave’s family business in 1979,
and Dave eventually took over at Hallstrom’s Greenhouse while Diane

beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Cop§fagetreanagsfhHallsheessleristehepsgyntown. He continued



“Seniors Rule!” The RWCS members from RW Central High School’s Class of 1973, as pictured in the school yearbook. Courtesy of RWCS Members Brent & Debbie Mischke.

to enjoy working on cars over the next 40 years, and although he’s since
sold them, his collection included a Corvette, a stock 1930 Model A coupe
and a number of street rods.

Steve dedicated much of his free time in 1970s to his love of cars and

he spent many weekends drag racing at the Rock Falls Raceway in Eau
Claire, WI. He was laid off from his job at a cabinet factory shorty after
graduating from high school, but then he too found a great fit at Red Wing
Shoe; he ended up working there for 43 years before retiring. Mike was
his best man when he got married in 1999.

Mark went to the University of Wisconsin at River Falls for a year before
transferring to St. Cloud State University, where he earned a degree in
computer sciences. He moved to Inver Grove Heights, MN upon taking a
job with Hewlett-Packard in the Twin Cities, and retired 34 years later.

Brent earned a degree at Carleton College in Northfield, MN after high
school and moved to St. Louis for his first job in in 1977. He retired from
Pfizer in 2010. He and his wife, RWCS Member Debbig, live in Defiance, MO.

LIFE AS RED WING COLLECTORS

If you had told any of these guys during high school that they’d eventually
become big Red Wing pottery collectors, they probably would've looked
at you like you were crazy. But that’s how it turned out.

Unbeknownst to each other and separated by about 500 miles, Brent
and Wayne both started collecting in 1979. That year, Brent and Debbie
were given a 2 gallon Red Wing crock as a wedding present from a
family friend, who was an RWCS charter member. Brent grew up around
pottery, as his grandmother, Myrtle Mischke, worked at the Red Wing
Potteries as a dinnerware painter for nearly 20 years. In fact, he once
visited her when she was on the picket lines during the labor strike.

Thinking his new bride should have a hobby, he encouraged Debbie

to start searching for stoneware. They joined the RWCS in 1981 and
attended their first Convention. Brent says he’s never had to go a high
school class reunion because he always gets to see everyone he wants
to see at Convention every summer. In addition to being an expert on
Saffron Ware (see his article on the next page), he also collects Red
Wing bowls and Gypsy Trail; Debbie enjoys Town & Country dinnerware.

Wayne grew up around antiques; his aunt an uncle collected bottles and
his mom frequently attended flea markets. By 1979, he had accumulated
old bottles, postcards and pottery of his own. Then his mother’s friend,
RWCS Charter Member Jewell Peterson, told him about the RWCS.

He joined that summer and attended his first Convention. He started off
collecting a little bit of everything, but these days he and his wife, Jean,
include advertising stoneware within a 30-mile radius of Red Wing, green
ink-stamped art pottery, water coolers and salt glaze among their areas
of interest.

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society
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“It's funny how collecting Red Wing pulled a bunch of us closer together
after school,” Mike says. ‘I was familiar with stoneware, but didn’t really
get interested until 1981 when Wayne stopped over one night, gave me
the new RWCS Commemorative mini jug and said, ‘Here you go; you're
now a member.’ As soon as he handed me that thing, it was all over.”

Stoneware water coolers were Mike’s first interest, and continue to be a
favorite today. He also collects miniatures and local advertising. But early
in his collecting, his love for cars interfered with his hunt for stoneware.
While he stopped fixing up cars in the late 1970s, he always had a nice
driver. At one point, he sold off a bunch of stoneware to buy a Corvette.

“That was one of my biggest regrets,” Mike admits. “It was fun to drive,
but it wasn't very useful once we started having kids. So | had to sell it,
and then | didn't have the stoneware or the car.”

Mike played a big role in recruiting Dave and Steve to start
collecting. He and Wayne went digging at the Red Wing Pottery
Dump in 1981, and invited Dave and Steve to join them. [twas =
an experience that they still laugh about to this day. :

“l remember the guys had gotten pretty dirty digging
by the time | showed up,” Dave recalls. “I started
poking around by a tree and kicked at a pile of shards,
exposing about five or six all-zinc Union Stoneware mini
jugs without handles. They weren't too happy with me.”

While that helped trigger Dave’s interest in collecting,
he also had a family connection to the Potteries. His
grandfather, “Cub” Edquist, was a potter who turned
big crocks. As his interest grew, Dave pulled a lot of
exceptional pieces out of old collections and family
estates in Red Wing, and many of his pieces were on
display at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing.

In addition to joining in on that epic dump dig when Dave found the mini
jugs, Steve fondly remembers when Mike invited him along on a trip to
Beloit, W1 to visit past RWCS President Roger Blohm, who was selling
part of his collection. That trip helped spark his interest in salt glaze. At
that point he sold off his cars and focused on stoneware.

“Between 1984 and 1986, | stumbled across five different salt glaze water
coolers in the wild,” Steve recalls. “Everybody said they were hard to find,
but | didn't have any problem finding them back then. Now | never see them.”

Steve says he has a habit of changing his collecting focus every five
years or so. He sold his salt glaze in 1990 and has collected a number of
different lines of stoneware ever since. But his penchant for advertising

Class of ‘73 cont'd on pg. 14.
WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG




Figure 1: Examples of a pitcher and a teapot from the “embossed” subset of Saffron Ware.

BEYOND THE
GRAY LINE MOLD

4 (Note that the teapot has a damaged spout.)

Figure 2: Examples of a “Pansy” pitcher (left) and “Wreath” teapot.

Story by RWCS Member Brent Mischke © Copyright 2022

Saffron Ware was an extensive line of kitchenware produced by the
Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. and the Red Wing Potteries in the
mid to late 1930s. (For an introduction to Saffron Ware see the “Red
Wing Saffron Ware” article that appeared in the April 2013 RWCS
Newlsetter.") The only company documentation | know of for this
kitchenware line is a Red Wing Potteries, Inc. Price List dated June
1,19382 that includes some Saffron Ware items along with other
stoneware specialties and a general line of stoneware. It is not a
complete list of Saffron Ware. This article provides information on the
Saffron Ware items that didn’'t come from the same molds as Red
Wing’s Gray Line.

The Red Wing companies used many similar molds for both the Gray
Line (also called ‘Spongeband’ by collectors) and the Saffron Ware
kitchenware lines. Also, a number of items were produced in Saffron
Ware that don’t have Gray Line equivalents. These include a bean
pot, nappies (or pudding pans), a pie plate, a Dutch Oven casserole,
a pitcher and a teapot.

A small subset of Saffron Ware was produced that included a pitcher,
a teapot and a nest of bowls. These items were characterized by a
series of embossed ridges around the body of the pitcher and teapot
and along the sides of the bowls. The bowls were made in every size
ranging between 5 and 10 inches in diameter. All of the pieces in this
subset that | know of were decorated with the typical brown/white/
brown stripes. Shown in Fig. 1, the batter pitchers and teapots | have
seen have been unsigned. The bowls can be found bottom marked
with the circular ink stamp and may be found with advertising.

During the Saffron Ware production period, the Red Wing companies
also began producing some non-stoneware items. Both “Pansy” and
“Wreath” were limited lines of kitchenware, and were related to this
subset of Saffron Ware. The embossed ridges on the Saffron
Ware items could readily be replaced in the mold with the
_ 10 Pansy or Wreath designs. Fig. 2 shows a Pansy pitcher and
a Wreath teapot for comparison.

Bean Pots: Made in only one size, Saffron Ware bean pots are
typically found decorated with the typical brown/white/brown stripes
and were often bottom-marked with the circular ink stamp. Some
exist with merchant advertising, which was stamped either on the
shoulder of the pot above the striped decoration or on the inside
bottom (Fig. 3)

Saffron Ware bean pots and their lids can also be found with blue
and brown ‘mottling’ (Red Wing's terminology), which collectors

refer to as ‘sponging’. Bean pots with this decoration may be found
bottom-marked with the ink stamp, but I'm not aware of any that carry
advertising. A mold very similar to this one was also used to produce
stoneware bean pots glazed in brown and white (see Figure 4).

Cookie Jar: There were a number of different cookie jars produced
for the Saffron Ware line, but only one —a ‘High’ cookie jar - is listed
in the 1938 price list. For more information, refer to the article “Cookie
Jar Tutorial”.®

Nappies: Red Wing made three sizes of Saffron Ware nappies
measuring 8, 9 and 10 inches in diameter. These items can be found
decorated with the typical brown/white/brown stripes, were often
bottom-marked with the circular ink stamp, and can be found with
merchant advertising. | believe the only nappies | have seen with
advertising are 9 inches in diameter (Fig. 5).

Pie Plate: Also measuring 9 inches in diameter, Saffron Ware pie
plates are usually found decorated with the typical brown/white/
brown stripes. Many are bottom-marked with the circular ink stamp,
and some are found with advertising. Some pie plates were instead
mottled on the sides of the plate; pieces with this decoration were
bottom marked with the ink stamp (Fig. 6). | don’t know of any mottled
versions with merchant advertising. A similar mold was also used to
produce a pie plate for the new Gypsy Trail line of dinnerware (Fig. 7).

Teapots: Made in the 6 cup size, the Saffron Ware teapot was listed

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society
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Figure 3: Examples of two different places where advertising was stamped
on Saffron Ware bean pots.

Figure 4: Examples of a mottled (sponged) Saffron Ware bean pot and a stone-

ware bean pot from the same mold.

in the 1938 price list. I've only seen examples decorated with the
typical brown/white/brown stripes on both the pot and the lid, and
each of the examples | know of are unsigned (Fig. 1).

Dutch Oven Casserole with Lid: This casserole, which was
made in only one size, is not listed in any known company
literature. | have one example (thanks to fellow RWCS Members
Dan & Lorraine Beck) that is not signed, and | have seen a
photograph of another one. Both were decorated with the typical
brown/white/brown stripes on both the casserole and the lid.
(Apparently, the Red Wing Potteries referred to casseroles with
domed lids as “Dutch Ovens” and casseroles with regular lids

as “casseroles”.*) | was shown a photograph of a Saffron Ware
Dutch Oven by a collector in 2001. It was just like the one | have,
except that it had “Golden Anniversary 1937 Lampert Yards, Inc.”
advertising on the dome of the lid, above the stripes! | do not know
if the one in the photograph was signed. A similar mold was used to
produce a Dutch Oven in stoneware. These can be found glazed in
Albany slip and bottom marked “Red Wing Oven Ware” (Fig. 8).

References
' April 2013 RWCS Newsletter (Vol. 38, No. 2) “Red Wing Saffron Ware”

2 June 1, 1938 “Red Wing Potteries, Inc. General Line and Stoneware
Specialties” price list (Courtesy of collector Tammi Soutar)

% October 2013 RWCS Newsletter (Vol. 38, No. 5) “Cookie Jar Tutorial”

* Undated “The Red Wing Potteries, Inc. General Line and Stoneware
Specialties” catalog (Courtesy of RWCS Hall of Famer Terry Moe)
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Figure 5: There are three sizes of Saffron Ware nappies, including a 9-inch
example with advertising.

Figure 6: Saffron Ware pie plates showing the two types of decoration, plus an
example with advertising.
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Figure 7: Examples of a Saffron Ware pie plate and a pie plate from the Gypsy
Trail dinnerware line.

Figure 8: A Saffron Ware Dutch Oven and a stoneware Dutch Oven bottom
marked “Red Wing Oven Ware”.
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We're really excited to be back in Des Moines for the 2023 RWCS MidWinter
Event, and we're even more excited about everything we have in store! As
you read on page 4, antique and architectural salvage picking TV stars Don
Short and Robbie Wolfe* have agreed to headline the event as our Friday
night speakers. Don’s family has long been involved in the RWCS and he and
Robbie have been friends for several years. You can expect their amusing
banter to lead to lots of laughs! Plus, we'll have free food and a cash bar.

We're trying something new this year, with education taking place on
Friday instead of Saturday. RWCS Education Manager Aarika Floyd has
three sessions lined up for you to choose from. The RWCS Foundation
will report on recent happenings at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing, and
RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Roschen and Terry Moe will present another
always-informative talk on Red Wing dinnerware. As part of our ongoing
Collector Classic Movie series, RWCS Hall of Famer Rick Natynski will
narrate his “Red Wing Salt Glaze: Best of the Best” session, which was
recorded at the 2007 RWCS Convention.

We aren’t having a Show & Sale this year, but don’t worry. Des Moines
has always attracted a boatload of dealers and fellow collectors who sell

LODGING’

LOCATION: Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 4800 Merle Hay Road,
Des Moines, 1A 50322. Phone: 515-278-4755.

FOR RESERVATIONS: Call 515-278-4755 or 800-HOLIDAY and
indicate you are a Red Wing Collectors Society MidWinter attendee.
If you're a room seller, request a lower floor. The group block name is
MidWinter Get Together. The group block hotel code is DSMDU and
the group code is RWC.

DEADLINE: Jan. 3, 2023 for the RWCS room block discount
TYPES OF ROOMS:

REDWING

WiA\NYA

" DES MOINES, IA « FE|

B AMERICAN
P

KERS

goodies from their hotel rooms, and we're expecting more of the same this
year. (If you plan on selling out of your room, be sure to request a room
on the lower floors. Carts are limited, so bring one along if you have one.)
And, we're excited to report that we have a really nice auction scheduled for
Saturday morning. So far, we have 150-200 quality items lined up, plus a few
barnburners that are sure to attract some excitement. Bid early and bid often!

We're pleased to report that free daily buffet breakfast for two is included
in your room rate for the first time that we’ve held the RWCS MidWinter
in Des Moines! To top it off, the RWCS lowa Chapter is hosting a wine &
cheese event on Thursday evening. So prepare to have a great time!

There’s been some division in the club over the past couple of years, but

it's time to put that behind us. The RWCS MidWinter event in February

is sure to be a great time and we look forward to seeing everyone there.

Only together do we move forward!

—Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher, MidWinter Co-Chairs and RWCS
Representatives at Large

* Robbie’s appearance is dependent upon the filming schedule for “American
Pickers”, which has yet to be finalized.

DEADLINES

HOTEL RESERVATIONS EVENT PRE-REGISTRATION
Jan. 3 to book at group discount  Jan. 14 (mail) & Jan. 21 (online)

SCHEDULE ....coesmmes

THURSDAY, FEB. 2:

* RWCS Board Meeting

+ ROOM SALES

* MidWinter Wine & Cheese Welcome Reception by lowa Chapter
FRIDAY, FEB. 3: EDUCATION DAY

STANDARD: 2 queen beds ($85) or 1 king bed ($85) + 12% tax

JUNIOR or EXTENDED STAY SUITE: king bed and sleeper
sofa at $135 per night + 12% tax (About 1% rooms with large bed-
room and small living room)

FAMILY KING SUITE: king and sleeper sofa at $155 per night +
12% tax (About 1% rooms with small bedroom and large living room)

FAMILY DOUBLE QUEEN SUITE: 2 queen beds and
sleeper sofa at $175 + 12% tax (The size of two rooms)

* Guestroom rate includes two vouchers for the hot breakfast buffet

* Collector Classic Movies with RWCS Hall of Famer Rick Natynski
* What's Happening with YOUR Museum, featuring Gary Tyc and
RWCS Hall of Famers Dave & Diane Hallstrom
* Dinnerware Update by RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Roschen
and Terry Moe
+ ROOM SALES
+ Headline Presentation: Don Short & Robbie Wolfe (including free
food & cash bar)
SATURDAY, FEB. 4:
* Red Wing Auction hosted by Harry Lahr Auctions and the RWCS
SUNDAY, FEB. 5:
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SAVE TIME - ORDER ONLINE!

;-E.-'Red Wing = .__"" MidWinter Weekend DEADLINES:
:'(:'\: EE'.-"."'EJ.TEG.-"S Sﬂﬂfﬂﬂy Inc. PRE'REG ISTRATION FORM MA!L REGI?TRA'I.'ION: Jan 13, 2023

. Online Registration: Jan 20, 2023
Des Moines, lowa - February 2-4, 2023

SAVE $10 PER ATTENDEE BY REGISTERING BEFORE DEADLINES — ONSITE REGISTRATION IS $40

Name #1: Member #

Address:

Check here if contact info has changed. Phone:

Email address:

Registration (#1) Adult =$30 Child = $0 (under 16)
Child Date of Birth (Month/Year)

$
RWCS Membership: Primary= $35 for 1 year or $70 for 2 years $
Associate= $15 for 1 year or $30 for 2 years $

TOTAL#1 $
Name #2: Member #
Address:
__ Check here if contact info has changed. Phone:

Email address:

Registration (#2) Adult =$30 Child = $0 (under 16)
Child Date of Birth (Month/Year)

$
RWCS Membership: Primary= $35 for 1 year or $70 for 2 years :
$

Associate= $15 for 1 year or $30 for 2 years

TOTAL #2
Name #3: Member #
Address:
Check here if contact info has changed. Phone:

Email address:

Registration (#3) Adult =$30 Child = $0 (under 16)
Child Date of Birth (Month/Year)

$
RWCS Membership: Primary= $35 for 1 year or $70 for 2 years :
$

Associate= $15 for 1 year or $30 for 2 years

TOTAL #3

WAYS TO REGISTER: . - -
SAVE TIME BY RWCS Foundation Donation (tax deductible) ki

REGISTERING ONLINE NO CREDIT CARD FEES GRAND TOTAL INCLUDING TOPSECTION |3
REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
OR PAYMENT TYPE: CREDIT CARD CHECK/CASH

MAIL THIS REGISTRATION TO:

NAME ON CARD: EXP DATE:
RWCS _
PO BOX 50 CARD #: Cvvi# 13

RED WING, MN 55066 \
or phone 6373884804 to be SIGNATURE:Q77@gmail com.  Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society




AD RATES

Classified ads are 20¢ per word for members
and 30¢ per word for non-members; $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis. In addition to appearing in the
newsletter, classifieds and display ads are posted
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size Ad Rate
Full page $500

1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) 275

1/4 page 150

1/8 page 85

Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.
DISPLAY AD DIMENSIONS

Full Page 8x10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) ~ 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 4x5.25
1/8 page 4x2.125

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or
PDF file. There is an additional 10 percent fee for
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).

DEADLINES

Issue_ Ads Editorial  Mail Date
January Nov.25 Nov.15 Jan.6
March Feb.10 Feb.1  March 15
May April 10 April 1 May 15
September  Aug. 1 July25  Sept. 1
November  Oct. 1 Sept. 25 Nov. 1
EDITOR ADDRESS

E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org.

Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to:
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072.
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

“Class of ‘73” continued from page 9.

CLASSIFIEDS

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: 5-inch Royal Blue REED mixing bowl;
Pelican Ash Receiver #3880 Matt Burgundy glaze;
Magnolia Group shape No. 1020 Pitcher, 1027, 1216,
1234 Vases and 1032 Plate in Oxblood (burgundy)
glaze. Contact Jay at jayjuergens@mac.com or
952-881-1676. Hoping to hear from you! 11/22

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from
Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, and
Utah. WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR RED WING
pieces from Wyoming. Always looking for other rare
and unique items. Contact Trevor at tstephe4@gmail.
com or 541-480-3016. 3/24

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, and
colors of Michigan advertising. If you have a piece
just sitting around not getting the love like it use to
anymore, let's change that! Call or text Eric at 906-
282-1180 or e-mail edeyaert@mtu.edu. 11/23

WANTED: I'm a life long Montanan working hard
to improve my collection of Montana, ldaho and
Wyoming stoneware. If you happen to have, or
know somebody that has an example, PLEASE

let me know and let's talk! | promise you won't
regret it! Call or text 406-788-7851, e-mail me at
sawtooth5150@gmail.com, or drop a note to Skyland
Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 3/24

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with
North Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns,
too. The more rare the better! Will pay top $$

for the right pieces. Contact 701-270-0242 or
beehive@polarcomm.com

WANTED: Red Wing “D.K. Lundberg” advertising
bean pot with “See you tomorrow” saying. Call or
text Clint at 414-416-2401. 11/22

WANTED: Salt glaze lids with button tops (2 gal
- 30 gal); Salt glaze and albany pieces attributed
to North Star Stoneware Company. Please send
photos to quirkdr@gmail.com or text 715-716-
8009.

WANTED: I'm looking to buy collections of Red
Wing stoneware. Zinc or salt glaze, no collection
is too big or too small. Please email photos to
Unclewilbur13@hotmail.com or text them to me at
715-520-0888.

WANTED: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye Excelsior
Springs bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 gt Macomb
Excelsior Springs bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red
Wing advertising bailed jugs. Contact Larry at
grn57tr@gmail.com or 816-898-9260.

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Omaha and
Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs
— Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque.
Still looking for mini & salesman sample flower
pots in any colors, too. Contact cobe142@cox.net
or 402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, WI
advertising, RW salt glaze salesman sample crocks,
and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline vase.
Contact Rick at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org
or 414-416-WING.

stoneware from his hometown has always been a constant. He got
married in 1999 and moved to Hastings, MN, but continues to spend a lot
of time in Red Wing, where he often volunteers at the Pottery Museum.

In their early years of collecting, Wayne, Mike, Dave and Steve often

hit the road together, looking for stoneware. Sometimes they had a
destination in mind, and sometimes they'd just wander. Trips often
spilled into Wisconsin and even lowa. One memorable trip included fast
food and a lost RWCS Commemorative.

“One time we were down at a Red Wing collector’s antique shop in
Winona, where each of us bought one of the early commemoratives,”
Wayne says. “Afterwards, we stopped for burgers, where Dave wrapped
his piece in the bag his food came in. We were were 10 miles down the
road when he said, ‘I threw my commemorative in the garbage!’ We
turned around, and he found it after digging around in the dumpster.”

Of the six Class of '73 grads, Mark was probably the most likely to
have a future in collecting. His parents were big into antiques and his
dad owned well over 1,000 pieces of Red Wing stoneware and
art pottery. Starting at age 5, he often joined his folks at a few
different auctions every weekend. He bought his first crock

“At one point, my dad had about 500 pieces of stoneware stacked up
in his basement pool room,” Mark recalls. “There were crocks inside
crocks and there was barely enough space left to play pool.”

He and his sister inherited the collection and sold nearly 750 pieces at
auction in April of 1999, but they kept around 500 items between the
two of them. Mark has since sold most of his zinc glaze, now focusing
on salt glaze and mini jugs. He also has a few advertising pieces.

“| always knew when Wayne, Steve, Dave or Tom Bartelewski had been
to my parents house, because pieces would be gone when | came home
to visit,” Mark says. “My dad used to sell to those guys all the time.”

These days, the five local guys often see each another at the Pottery
Museum of Red Wing, where they often volunteer. Inducted into the
RWCS Hall of Fame in 2003, Dave & Diane played an integral role in
establishing the museum. They have served on the RWCS Foundation
Board for multiple terms since joining as founding board members in
2000. Wayne served on the RWCS Foundation Board for nine years
and started volunteering at the museum the day after he retired from
UPS. Mark, Steve and Mike also volunteer, and Mark and Wayne hit
the golf course a couple times every summer.

whenjbewasdyerss gl cansieingdshe BWEEINI#RAil.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society



We are Looking to Buy Red Wing Stoneware
and Other Investment Quality Antiques

's Crocks &

W4514 Hwy 63
Springbrook, WI 54875

£ Store: 715-635-3655 [§
| Cell: 715-520-0888

FEBRUARY 23RD.24™

NO REGISTRATION

FREE ADMISSION

JOIN US FOR ROOM-TO-ROOM
BUYING AND SELLING WHILE
MEETING FELLOW COLLECTORS

Rooms Rates Starting at $85/night (+tax). Rates include two (2) vouchers for breakfast each morning.
To Reserve Your Room: 515-278-4755 or 800-HOLIDAY (800-465-4329); Group Block

Name: ClayFest 2023; Group Code: C23 --- Reservations Deadline: February 2, 2023
Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society



Warming Up to Red Wing’s
Hot Water Bottles

Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

When chilly temperatures set in, there’s nothing like warming up in front of a
toasty fire. A drawback of relying on fireplaces for home heating, of course,
is that they do little to warm up the other rooms in a house. This was
obviously a problem before central heating became widespread, so people
had to come up with more creative ways to stay warm. Stoneware hot water
bottles helped fit this need for much of the 19™ century and into the 1900s.

Used to heat beds and warm feet, stoneware companies like Lovatt
Langley and Doulton Lambeth in England made hot water bottles popular
in the 1800s, and eventually potteries in the eastern United States started
mass-producing them. Most stoneware hot water bottles were zinc or
“Bristol” glazed, which was developed in Bristol, England in 1835. Salt
glaze examples exist in far smaller quantities. Perhaps they were more
susceptible to leaks or damage from rapid temperature fluctuations.

Prior to using stoneware vessels filled with hot water, metal bed warmers
(also known as “warming pans”) were used to transfer heat. Fitted with a
wood handle and shaped like a modern frying pan, they were filled with
hot coals and placed between the sheets to make a bed warm and toasty
before climbing in for the night. The metal was blazing hot, however, so
using it to warm feet wasn't a safe option.

Since they could only be used when sitting down, foot-warming bottles
were mostly used in homes, but could also be taken in carriages or train
cars. They worked particularly well for women of the time, because their
long skirts would form a tent over the bottle to trap the heat inside.

Pictured below, Red Wing put two styles of hot water bottles into regular
production, both with metal screw caps. One had decorative leaves
banding around the top and bottom of the bottle, much like the cherries
on cherry band pitchers. Most were Albany slip glazed, and examples are
often found with a circular “Red Wing Union Stoneware Co.” ink stamp on
the bottom, indicating they were introduced sometime after 1906.

Quite limited in production, Red Wing cast its zinc glazed examples in the
same mold and decorated them with blue or reddish brown tint. The same
diffused blue color treatment was standard on Greek key bowls and cherry
band pitchers, of which dated advertising examples exist from the mid-1910s.

Some might have considered the cylindrical shape of Red Wing's leaf-
banded hot water bottles to be a design flaw, as they were at risk of
rolling around. Many competing companies positioned the opening

in the center of the bottle, where a stoneware screw or a simple cork
sealed the water inside and kept the bottle from rolling far. Often

this shape had a knob on the top end to make the bottle easier

to carry. Other competing hot water bottles were shaped like
mailboxes, and some even resemble a curling stone.

It's conceivable that Red Wing phased out the leaf-banded style
around 1920, as it doesn’t appear in the company’s “Red Wing
Line” catalog that was
released around
this time.
However, the
very plain
triangular-
shaped,
Albany glazed

Although Red Wing didn’t reqularly
produce hot water bottles until the
1900s, this one-of-a-kind salt glaze
“Foot Jug” came out of the pottery
decades earlier. RWCS Hall of Famer
Gail Peck acquired the special piece
from a local collector’s auction in Red
Wing during Convention Week in the
early 1980s. She enjoyed it for 40 years
before selling it at the 2021 Convention.

The color of the clay and orange peel
glaze and the shape of the rolled lip
spout and thick rounded handle are all
strong Red Wing characteristics. The
sturdy, briefcase-shaped piece measures
about 13” x 13” x 6” and weighs more
than 13 Ibs. | like to imagine that a potter
stayed late one night and made it as

a gift for his mother. It's adorned with

a leaf and acorn decoration under the
“Foot Jug” inscription. Crazy cool!

bottle at lower right is pictured in : :
the catalog and described as “Hot Water Bottles or Bed Warmers with

or without knit covers, capacity 3 quarts.” These aren't signed, but a “Do
not place on hot stove” directive was molded into the bottom. Although
they lacked aesthetic appeal, the three-sided shape ensured the bottles
wouldn't roll across the floor if accidently nudged. This style also appears
on the “Red Wing Stoneware and Stoneware Specialties” poster that was
released around 1930.




