
 R
e

d
 W

ing  Collectors Socie
t

y  
       V

O
L.48 #3     N E W S L E T T E R   M

ay 2
023

$5.95

7-9

46th CrockFest 

Convention Info

2-5

Saskatoon’s 

J.F. Cairns

12

Red Wing’s 1990s 

Run for the Roses

10-11

Letters to the

Editor

16

 R
e

d
 W

ing  Collectors Socie
t

y  
       V

O
L.48 #3     N E W S L E T T E R   M

ay 2
023

$5.95

7-9

46th CrockFest 

Convention Info

2-5

Saskatoon’s 

J.F. Cairns

12

Red Wing’s 1990s 

Run for the Roses

10-11

Letters to the

Editor

16

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society



Primary membership in the Red Wing Collectors Society is $45 annually; 
associate membership is $15. There must be at least one primary member 
per household in order to have an associate membership. Members can 
pay for up to two years when renewing their membership. Contact the 
RWCS Business Of¿ce for additional details.

The Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter is published ¿ve times a year by the 
Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. 240 Harrison St. • Unit #3 • Red Wing, MN 55066
Phone: 651-388-4004 • Fax: 651-388-4042 • www.redwingcollectors.org

Postmaster: Send address change to: Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter 
PO Box 50 • Red Wing, MN 55066. • USPS 015-791; ISSN 1096-1259.

Copyright © 2023 by the Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The Red Wing� Collectors Society, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of 
articles submitted by individual members.

RWCS CONTACTS

BUSINESS OFFICE
PO Box 50 • 240 Harrison St. • Unit #3
Red Wing, MN 55066-0050 • www.redwingcollectors.org
651-388-4004 (call or text)	         
MEMBER SERVICES MANAGER: ANGIE DEGREEFF
angie.degreeff@redwingcollectors.org      

	 		            
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR: Rick Natynski
PO Box 198 • Pewaukee, WI 53072
414-416-WING (9464) • newsletter@redwingcollectors.org
	
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: PAUL WICHERT
W256S6570 Pheasant Dr. • Waukesha, WI 53189
651-388-4004 • president@redwingcollectors.org

Vice President: RUSSA ROBINSON
1970 Bowman Rd. • Stockton, CA 95206
209-463-5179 • vicepresident@redwingcollectors.org

Secretary: Angela Shefveland
816-456-2524 • secretary@redwingcollectors.org

Interim Treasurer: TREVOR STEPHENS
541-480-3016 • treasurer@redwingcollectors.org

Historian: NANCY LAMBERT
785-691-7213 • historian@redwingcollectors.org

Representative at Large: DOUG PERKINS
701-326-4263 • repatlargewest@redwingcollectors.org

Representative at Large: CHRIS TINCHER
1231 S City View Ct. • Wichita, KS 67235
316-708-5272 • repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org

Auction Manager: Dave Huisman
PO Box 2705 • Payson, AZ 85541
916-996-3584 • auction@redwingcollectors.org

Commemorative Manager: BOB MORAWSKI
262-853-8269 • commemorative@redwingcollectors.org

INTERIM Education Manager: Aarika Floyd
630-301-1184 • education@redwingcollectors.org
	

Event Support Personnel
Pre-registration: ANGIE DEGREEFF
651-388-4004 • angie.degreeff@redwingcollectors.org      

Show & Sale: GAIL & MERV PECK
402-721-5721 • gpeck1@neb.rr.com

2023 Display Room: RWCS Badger Chapter
membership@redwingcollectors.org

KidsView & Young Collectors:  	  
WENDY CALLICOAT  wendy@sarcoxienursery.com
SUE JONES TAGLIAPIETRA  jeffsue@chorus.net

3        News Briefs, About the Cover
4        2023 CrockFest Preview
5        Convention Highlights & KidsView 
6        Pottery Museum of Red Wing News

7-9        The Legacy of Emil Shotola
10-11    Red Wing’s Run for the Roses
12         Saskatoon’s J.F. Cairns
16         Letters to the Editor

IN THIS ISSUE

news briefs

2023 CrockFest is around the corner!
Before we know it, it will be time to pack up the vehicle and head for the pottery Mecca of 
the MidWest – the 46th Annual RWCS CrockFest Convention in Red Wing, MN! This issue 
of the RWCS Newsletter shares updates regarding several Convention activities, including 
education, displays, Commemorative distribution, KidsView, the Thursday CrockFest Auction 
and the all new Friday night ROCK N’ BBQ. If you haven’t pre-registered yet, be sure to do so 
by Friday, June 16 to avoid late fees. RWCS Hall of Famer and club Historian Nancy Lambert 
has updated the CrockFest logo to include a wider range of pottery made by Red Wing (see 
pg. 4). Finally, be sure to read about what the Pottery Museum of Red Wing has in store 
for Convention Week on pg. 6, and view the ads in the back of this issue that dealers and 
auctioneers have purchased to promote their businesses and events.

SPOTS AVAILABLE IN Convention Display Room
If you’ve been thinking about participating in the 2023 CrockFest Convention Display 
Room, there’s still space in Dinnerware, Stoneware, Art Pottery, Memorabilia and the Rare 
Item categories. If you’ve never displayed before, it’s never too late to start. In addition to 
showing your favorite Red Wing to the entire club, you’ll receive one regular 2023 RWCS 
Commemorative as a thank-you for participating (rare item displayers excluded). Winners in 
each category will instead be awarded a 2023 Special Commemorative!

To ensure you have a space at Convention, you must send in your completed display 
agreement to reserve your space. Walk-ins are not guaranteed. Display agreements can be 
downloaded from the RWCS website and sent to angie.degreeff@redwingcollectors.org or 
Angie DeGreeff, RWCS, PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066. The scheduled setup time for 
displayers is 8 to 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, July 13 at River Bluff School. Displays can also be 
set up by appointment from 1 to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, July 12. Display removal will be held 
from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Friday, July 14. Read over the display agreement for more information 
and e-mail Angie with questions. You can also call her at 651-388-4004. Finally, a big thanks 
goes out to the RWCS Badger Chapter, which has agreed to oversee the Display Room this 
summer! We’re seeking another chapter to help out in 2024.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION EARLY BIRD WINNER
Congratulations to RWCS Member Jon Henslin, member #5072, winner of a 2023 Special 
Commemorative. Jon’s name was randomly drawn from the list of members who ordered a 
2023 Commemorative by April 21. Congratulations, Jon!
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Decorated with black birch leaves circling the 
entire piece, this remarkable 1½ gallon Red Wing 
churn isn’t a stranger to the Pottery Museum of 
Red Wing. In fact, it’s been on display there for 
quite some time. But here’s something you might 
not know: it came from the estate of Emil Shotola, a 
longtime employee of Red Wing’s pottery industry. 
It and many other unique items from the Shotola 
estate were auctioned off in Red Wing in 1984 – 
several of which are pictured in the story by RWCS 
Member Steve Ketcham on pgs. 7-9 of this issue. 

As discussed in the March 2023 RWCS Newsletter, 
Emil started working for the Minnesota Stoneware 
Co. in 1884 and quickly proved himself to be the 
company’s most talented applicator of cobalt 
decorations on salt glaze stoneware. Emil also 
played a pivotal role during the transition from 
hand-decorated salt glaze to rubber ink-stamped 
zinc glaze in the mid- to late 1890s. Considering 
this piece came from Emil’s personal collection, 
it’s quite possible that he decorated this piece for 
himself, stamping the multiple birch leaves to his 
liking. We’ll never know for sure, but one thing is 
certain: it’s an incredible, one-of-a-kind piece of 
history!  -RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski
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About the Cover

RWCS CONVENTION 

AUCTION REMINDERS
The 2023 RWCS Convention Auction 
will take place in the gymnasium at 
Red Wing’s River Bluff School at 2:30 
p.m. Thursday, July 13. The auction 
preview will be held from noon to 2:15 
p.m. Note this is earlier than years past, 
so don’t be late! You must be a RWCS 
member and registered for Convention 
to preview and attend the auction. A 
10% buyer’s premium will be added to 
items purchased in-house. No alcohol consumption or smoking is allowed on school grounds. 

I’m excited to report that we have some excellent items consigned so far this year, including the 
exceptional salt glaze churns pictured above. WOW! Photos of more consigned items will be 
printed in the RWCS CrockFest Convention Program, which will be mailed to all primary members 
later in June. As a reminder, all items consigned to the Convention Auction must be dropped off in 
person, and members must be registered for Convention to drop off their items. If you’re unable to 
attend, you’re welcome to send your items along with a friend, provided they’re registered.

For those of you looking to bid online, the auction catalog will be posted on Proxibid by Friday, July 
7. Online bidding is open to members and non-members alike. Bids can be placed in advance or 
on the speci¿c piece being auctioned while the auction is in progress. Remember that there will be 
a slight delay for an online bid to get sent to the auction service, so bid early. Bids received after 
the hammer falls will be discarded. Items purchased online will be charged a 15 percent buyer’s 
premium. We encourage online bidders to pick up their winnings from River Bluff School between 
8 a.m. and noon on Friday, July 14. Anything not picked up by then can be picked up from the 
RWCS business of¿ce by appointment, or shipped to you by Houghton’s Auction Service.

Remember, your fellow RWCS members have consigned the items for this auction, so please turn 
out and support them and the club. Bid high and bid often! A big thanks to Todd Houghton and 
Houghton’s Auction Service staff for working through this with us. If you have questions, please 
contact me at auction@redwingcollectors.org or 916-996-3584. I live in Arizona, so if you call, 
please do so between 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Central. -Dave Huisman, RWCS Auction Manager

ROCK N’ BBQ Event Co-Chairs 

and RWCS Reps. at Large Doug 

Perkins & Chris Tincher wish to 

thank all the RWCS chapters and 

individual members that have 

supported the event so far and 

everyone who has pledged

to volunteer. It’s going to be

a GREAT time!  

Advance Tickets:

$25 adults/$10 children 12 & under 

Tickets Purchased after June 16:

$35 adults/$15 children

BBQ Dinner starts at 5 p.m.

Beer Garden open 5-8:30 p.m.
Rock & Roll runs 5:30-8:45 p.m.

FEATURING LIVE MUSIC BY

Live & silent auctions also featured.

Rock N’ BBQ T-shirts and other 

items commemorating the event will 

be offered.

BBQ Proceeds to 

benefit the RWCS!

RWCS Convention

4:30-9pm Friday, July 14, 2023

P o t t e r y  P l a c e  N o r t h  Pa r k i n g  L o t

F O O D  •  M U S I C  •  F U N
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2023 CROCKFEST Convention PREVIEW

We hope you’re as excited as we are about the 2023 RWCS 
CrockFest Convention! We have an action-packed itinerary lined up 
for this summer. In addition to longtime fan-favorites like the RWCS 
Auction, Show & Sale, Display Room and the return of the RWCS 
Commemorative Room, some new highlights include new educational 
opportunities courtesy of RWCS Education Manager Aarika Floyd, and 
the Friday night ROCK N’ BBQ in the Pottery Place north parking lot. 
Here’s more information about the 2023 Convention. Further details 
are available on the RWCS website. Don’t hesitate to contact the 
RWCS of¿ce with additional questions!

The RWCS Foundation Board of Directors will kick off the week at 5 
p.m. on Wednesday, July 12 by hosting “When We Wish Upon North 

Star” at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing. The event will feature light 
refreshments, hors d’oeuvres, social time and an opportunity to see 
everything that’s on display in the Pottery Museum. More information 
will be announced as the event draws near.

On Thursday morning, July 13, the RWCS will open the 46th Annual 

CrockFest Convention! Show up to the River Bluff Cafetorium early to 
participate in the new “Sip & Share” event from 9:30-10 a.m. Bring a 
Red Wing mug for hot drinks and/or a Red Wing piece to show and share 
with friends old and new. The 10 a.m. Welcome Session will include 
detailed information about this year’s Convention, the 2023 Commemorative 
unveiling, and Keynote Address. Titled “Dump Diggers Tribute to Steve 
Showers”, a panel of speakers consisting of RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis 
Nygaard and RWCS members Paul Boudin, Connie Mathison and 
Austin Fjerestad will share past experiences digging in the Red Wing 
Pottery Dump alongside late RWCS Hall of Famer Steve Showers.

Following the Welcome Session, be sure to visit the Display Room 
managed by the RWCS Badger Chapter. Read information about how 
to enter a display on page 2 of this issue or on the RWCS website. 
Special Commemoratives are awarded to winners in each of ¿ve 
categories – Stoneware, Art Pottery, Dinnerware, Memorabilia and the 

Dennis Yaeggi Rare Item. 

Commemorative Distribution is back for CrockFest 2023! 
Bob Morawski has promised a fun piece for 2023; it will be 
unveiled at the Welcome Session. 

The RWCS Convention Auction will take place at 2:30 p.m. Thursday and 
Convention attendees will be able to preview the items that members have 
offered to be auctioned. Your Convention badge will admit you to preview 
and bid at the event in person. And remember, smoking and alcohol 
consumption isn’t allowed anywhere on school grounds.

Warm Toasties food truck will be stationed outside the front entrance of 
River Bluff Education Center all day Thursday and Friday, along with Fiesta 

Mexicana’s truck all day Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Members can 
enjoy their breakfast or lunch with friends in the school’s cafetorium.

Many educational opportunities await you on Friday, July 14. Several 
50-min. education sessions begin on the hours between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Education Manager Aarika Floyd has put together a stacked lineup for members 
to enjoy. Be sure to check out the full schedule for times and room numbers. You 
can ¿nd it on the RWCS website, in the RWCS CrockFest Convention Program, 
the Clay Connection e-newsletter, or on the “In Any Event” smartphone app.
•  Red Wing Salt Glaze Decorations by RWCS Foundation Pres. Danae Prock
•	 Researching Chicago Advertising by RWCS Education Mgr. Aarika Floyd
•	 History of Red Wing Lamps by RWCS members Terry & Linda Stewart
•	 Facebook Auction Fever by RWCS Member Chris Osterholz
•	 Dating Salt Glaze Decorations through Facts and Finds in the Dump 
   by RWCS Member and Pottery Dump Digger Austin Fjerstad
•	 Updates in Red Wing Dinnerware Ephemera by RWCS Hall of Famers 
   Larry Roschen & Terry Moe
•	 Lunch & Learn: Learn about Red Wing Lunch Hour pieces while having 
   lunch. Multiple speakers will share about their rare Red Wing items.
   Boxed lunches will be served at noon. (Lunch vouchers are required to
   attend. The cost $16.50 and must be purchased by June 16 to attend.)
•	 The North Star Stoneware Co. Building – Documenting the 
   Demolition by RWCS Hall of Famer Dave Hallstrom
•  Red Wing Salt Glaze: Best of the Best by RWCS Hall of Famer Rick                   
   Natynski
•	 Adult Plate Painting: Ever wonder why kids get to have all the fun
   painting original Red Wing dinnerware plates? In this new activity, adults
   can try their hand at decorating their own item. This will be held in the
   River Bluff Art Room; capacity is limited to 30 participants.

Following a full day of education, the Annual Members Business Meeting 
will be held at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing. All members in good 
standing are welcome to attend.

Our brand new ROCK N’ BBQ event will directly follow the annual meeting 
at 4:30 p.m. Friday in the Pottery Place north parking lot. Food and drink 
will be served starting at 5 p.m., and rock n’ roll cover band Nationwide 
Boogie will hit the stage from 5:30-8:45 p.m. The event will also feature 
live and silent auctions. RWCS Reps. at Large and BBQ Co-Chairs Chris 
Tincher & Doug Perkins report that several RWCS members and club 
chapters have already stepped forward to help sponsor the event and 
volunteer. Rock N’ BBQ T-shirts and other items commemorating the 
event will be offered. BBQ proceeds will bene¿t the RWCS. Be sure to 
register early to save money; tickets are $25 before June 16 and $35 after. 
Tickets for children 12 and under are $10 by June 16 or $15 after. Only 
RWCS members registered for Convention can attend. If you’d like to help 
support the event or have questions, contact Chris at repatlargeeast@
redwingcollectors.org or Doug at repatlargewest@redwingcollectors.org.

Story by 2023 Convention Co-Chairs Paul Wichert, RWCS President, 
and Angie DeGreeff, RWCS Member Services Manager

4

2023 CROCKFEST Convention PREVIEW

We hope you’re as excited as we are about the 2023 RWCS 
CrockFest Convention! We have an action-packed itinerary lined up 
for this summer. In addition to longtime fan-favorites like the RWCS 
Auction, Show & Sale, Display Room and the return of the RWCS 
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refreshments, hors d’oeuvres, social time and an opportunity to see 
everything that’s on display in the Pottery Museum. More information 
will be announced as the event draws near.

On Thursday morning, July 13, the RWCS will open the 46th Annual 

CrockFest Convention! Show up to the River Bluff Cafetorium early to 
participate in the new “Sip & Share” event from 9:30-10 a.m. Bring a 
Red Wing mug for hot drinks and/or a Red Wing piece to show and share 
with friends old and new. The 10 a.m. Welcome Session will include 
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consumption isn’t allowed anywhere on school grounds.

Warm Toasties food truck will be stationed outside the front entrance of 
River Bluff Education Center all day Thursday and Friday, along with Fiesta 

Mexicana’s truck all day Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Members can 
enjoy their breakfast or lunch with friends in the school’s cafetorium.

Many educational opportunities await you on Friday, July 14. Several 
50-min. education sessions begin on the hours between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Education Manager Aarika Floyd has put together a stacked lineup for members 
to enjoy. Be sure to check out the full schedule for times and room numbers. You 
can ¿nd it on the RWCS website, in the RWCS CrockFest Convention Program, 
the Clay Connection e-newsletter, or on the “In Any Event” smartphone app.
•  Red Wing Salt Glaze Decorations by RWCS Foundation Pres. Danae Prock
•	 Researching Chicago Advertising by RWCS Education Mgr. Aarika Floyd
•	 History of Red Wing Lamps by RWCS members Terry & Linda Stewart
•	 Facebook Auction Fever by RWCS Member Chris Osterholz
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support the event or have questions, contact Chris at repatlargeeast@
redwingcollectors.org or Doug at repatlargewest@redwingcollectors.org.
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River Bluff School

396 Guernsey Ln
Red Wing, MN

Convention Highlights
View the entire Convention Schedule on erwcs.org with your smart phone.

TUESDAY, JULY 11

RWCS Board of Directors Meeting: 2 p.m. RIVER BLUFF SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12

Pre-registration Check-in: 1-3 pm. Pottery Museum
Museum’s “When We Wish Upon North Star”: 5 p.m. Pottery Museum
THURSDAY, JULY 13

Registration & Pre-reg. Check-in: 8 a.m.-2:15 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
Welcome Session/Keynote: 10-11:30 a.m. RIVER BLUFF CAFETORIUM
Commemorative Pickup: 10:30 a.m.-noon, 1-2 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
Display Room Open: noon-2:15 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
Auction Preview: noon-2:15 p.m. RIVER BLUFF GYM
Members Auction: 2:30 p.m. RIVER BLUFF GYM (also online)
FRIDAY, JULY 14

Registration & Pre-reg. Check-in: 8 a.m.-2:15 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
Commemorative Pickup: 8:30-10 a.m., 1-2 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
Display Room Open: 9 a.m. Voting ends at 12:30 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
Education Sessions: 10 a.m.-1:50 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
KidsView: 10 a.m.-noon, RIVER BLUFF
Annual Members Business Meeting: 2:30 p.m. POTTERY MUSEUM
ROCK N’ BBQ: 4:30-9 p.m. POTTERY PLACE NORTH PARKING LOT
SATURDAY, JULY 15

Show & Sale move in: 7:30-9 a.m. RIVER BLUFF GYM
Commemorative Pickup: 9-10:30 a.m. RIVER BLUFF
Show & Sale: 9 a.m. (10:30 non-members) -1:30 p.m. RIVER BLUFF GYM
Watch for updates on the Clay Connection e-mail, RWCS website and 
Facebook page, and the Convention Program that will mail in June. The 
schedule will also be on the “In Any Event” app by RWCS Member Craig Orcutt.

Red Wing Pottery District 

(Pottery Museum & Rock N’ BBQ)

240 Harrison St. & 2000 Old West Main

$40 PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 16
After that date, walk-in registration at Convention will be $50.

The Saturday RWCS Show & Sale is always a highlight of CrockFest and 
a great opportunity to ¿nd that special piece before you head home. RWCS Hall 
of Famer Gail Peck, Show & Sale chair, reports many sellers have signed up 
early. We will again serve donuts and coffee from Hanisch Bakery to registered 
attendees outside the River Bluff School Gymnasium doors while sellers are 
setting up inside. The show is open 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 15.

RWCS Apparel/Gear: Don’t miss the chance to pick up new items for 2023! 
RWCS Hall of Famer and Historian, Nancy Lambert has been hard at work 
creating new designs for T-shirts and other items which will be available for 
purchase near Registration at River Bluff Education Center.

Volunteering: If you are able to help out for a couple hours during this year’s 
CrockFest, please e-mail Angie at angie.degreeff@redwingcollectors.org. 
Opportunities include working the apparel table, helping to pass out donuts 
and coffee on Saturday, helping to load the trailer on Friday following the 
annual meeting, etc. If you are interested in helping with the Thursday 
night auction, please contact RWCS Auction Manager Dave Huisman at 
auction@redwingcollectors.org. If you can help set up or take down the 
ROCK N’ BBQ event on Friday night, please contact RWCS Rep. at Large 
Doug Perkins at repatlargewest@redwingcollectors.org.

Calling all kids (and parents, too). This summer’s KidsView program will be 
AMAZING! RWCS Member Barb Williams, who is very well known as a Red 
Wing bowl expert, will share her knowledge with everyone. Plus, she has a 
super fun activity for kids to do. You de¿nitely won’t want to miss this one.

New this year is a pre-KidsView activity that you will have to look for 
when you and your parents check out all the dealers set up in the Pottery 
Place parking lot. A select number of sellers will have something on their 
table that you will have to ¿nd and then turn in at KidsView for a special 
prize. There will just be a few items each day, so look carefully!! We are 
limiting each child’s chance at a prize to one per person; that way more 
children have an opportunity to win something. You will have to hone up 
on your looking skills so you’re ready for July.

Of course, there will be some other activities as well. For instance, 
everyone looks forward to the KidsView Show & Sale. We’ll have some 
wonderful pottery up for grabs that members have donated, so it will be 
a terri¿c event. In addition to being a very fun and popular activity, the 
Show & Sale is educational, and often results in participants starting a 
collection that they can add to for many years.

We want to remind you to bring the KidsView T-shirt and tote bag you 
received last year to pack your new goodies into. If you have outgrown 

your shirt, you will get a new one and can either donate 
your old shirt so another child can wear it, or keep it as a 
reminder of your fun times at KidsView.

Parents, make sure you 
register your child for 
KidsView. This is important 
because it enables us to make 
sure we have enough supplies 
for everyone. But if you forget, or 
plans change and your child later 
decides to attend KidsView, that’s 
OK! We always try to bring some extra 
supplies because we don’t want anyone to miss out.

RWCS members, we always need donations, especially bowls this 
year. You can give them to RWCS Member Deb Giesen, RWCS Hall of 
Famer Wendy Callicoat or me. Thank you so much for your continued 
generosity and support for KidsView. See you all in July!

	              -RWCS Hall of Famer Sue Jones Tagliapietra

KidsView ATTENDEES to Learn All About Bowls
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Pottery Museum of Red Wing News

In the latter part of April, the snow was Àying, the wind was blowing, 
and it was time for Pottery Museum of Red Wing’s Spring Fling! Warm 
Toasties food truck was here with hot chocolate and several new, warm 
food items. Warm Toasties is always a good choice, especially when 
you need to stay warm! The cold, dreary weather couldn’t extinguish 
the ¿re for Red Wing and other antiques at this year’s (mostly) indoor 
event. A few hardy vendors braved the outdoors, while others set up in 
the meeting rooms. Several hundred people also ignored Mother Nature 
and shopped the variety of items that were available. In the end, the 
warmth of the people proved too much for the unseasonably cold day 
and people enjoyed getting together to catch up with each other and to 
talk all things Red Wing. All in all, it was a great weekend!

We are gearing up for the 2023 tourist season; we have already had 
a visit from our ¿rst bus tour. We are expecting 48 boat visits this year 
(provided the river cooperates). If you want to help the Pottery Museum 
and meet new people, please consider volunteering to help with the 
tours. We will train you. Call Nancy at 651-327-2220 or e-mail her at 
potterymuseumofredwing@gmail.com.

We are also looking ahead to the RWCS CrockFest Convention. (Isn’t 
everyone?) RWCS Member David Sinclair will do a presentation on 
Southwest Pennsylvania Stoneware on Museum Day. Be sure to put 
Wednesday, July 12 on your calendar and keep checking our website 
and social media pages for updates. We will also post updates for our 
Summer Sizzle Sale and our Wednesday evening social event – “When 
We Wish Upon North Star”. We look forward to seeing you all!

Story by Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director

Above: RWCS Members Terry & Linda Stewart and Wyn Painter (upper left corner) were among the 
many dealers who set up at the Pottery Museum’s Spring Fling event April 22-23.

Photo courtesy of RWCS Foundation President Danae Prock.
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Emil Shotola spent 52 years working in Red Wing, Minnesota’s clay 
industry. His career began in about 1884, when he took a job with 

the Minnesota Stoneware Company. His ¿rst assignment was as a 
slipper, applying glaze to salt glaze crocks and jugs. This was a decade 
or so before the Red Wing companies transitioned from salt glaze and 
began using zinc-based glaze with rubber-stamped decorations. It was 
during this time that Emil used his considerable talents to apply beautiful 
birds, berries, leaves, Àowers and butterÀies to the salt-glazed pieces 
produced by Minnesota Stoneware.

Emil was there for the change to zinc glaze, and his hand is evident on 
several pieces of transition ware now on display at the Pottery Museum 
of Red Wing. Such pieces are covered with the white glaze as opposed 
to the salt glaze, but they continued to bear hand-applied cobalt 
decorations that we attribute to him.

While Emil Shotola had a career in the Red Wing clay industry, he was 
also a family man. He and his wife, Skulfrid Olsen Shotola, raised nine 
daughters and a son. The 1900 census lists the Shotola residence as 
1831 Grand View Avenue, Red Wing. The family later moved to a home 
near Sargent’s Nursery along State Highway 61.

Emil retired in 1936. As RWCS Hall of Famers Gary & Bonnie Tefft wrote 
in the 2nd and 3rd editions of their book, Red Wing Potters & Their Wares, 

he moved to California to live with two of his daughters in 1943 after his 
wife passed away. He missed the clay industry, though. In an interview 
they conducted with one of the daughters, the Teffts learned that one 
day Emil asked them to take him to the Haldeman Pottery of Burbank so 
he could check it out. He was beaming when he returned to the car, and 
they instantly realized he had taken a job.

That job lasted just six months before he returned to Red Wing and once 
again went to work at the potteries, where he ¿lled in for younger men 
who were serving in WWII.

Emil died in 1955 at the age of 89. Years later, when the Minnesota 
Highway Department purchased the family property, two of the Shotola 
daughters were still in residence there. As mundane as that piece of 
information might seem, it is a very important piece of the Shotola story.

In 1984, an auction was held as the sisters prepared to move out of the 
home where they had lived for decades. Knowing that Emil Shotola had 
spent so many years in the Red Wing clay industry, local collectors were 
keen to see and buy almost everything that came from his home. The 
auction did not disappoint, and if Red Wing collectors are aware of Emil 
Shotola at all, it’s mostly because of that auction.

The Legacy of Emil Shotola  
Story by RWCS Member Steve Ketcham, with contributions from RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski
Photos by RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Peterson & Diane Hallstrom, and Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director
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Story continued on next page.

Red Wing potter Emil 
Shotola and his wife, 
Skulfrid (Olsen) Shotola, 
sit in the garden behind 
their Red Wing home 
(circa 1930s).

Red Wing potter Emil 
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sit in the garden behind 
their Red Wing home 
(circa 1930s).

Emil Shotola’s personal Stoneware 
Potter’s Union badge.
Emil Shotola’s personal Stoneware 
Potter’s Union badge.
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Pictured here are just some of the stoneware pieces from the 1984 
Shotola estate auction. They reÀect the period of Emil’s employment 
prior to his 1936 retirement. Many pieces may be directly attributed to 
his hand; others are of uncertain origin. Numerous examples are now on 
display at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing. 

One of Emil’s great granddaughters told RWCS Hall of Famer Larry 
Peterson that she saved her money for months leading up to the 1984 
auction in order to be able to bid successfully and keep at least some 
of Emil’s work in the family. She is the proud owner of the custom-made 
cream pot bearing his name, which matches his signature in hand-
written documents. It is dated 1894, and she has graciously lent the 
piece to the museum. The handle on the piece was lost long ago. In fact, 
it had broken off sometime before the Red Wing Art Association held an 
open house in 1952. Emil was a guest at the event and was ¿lmed while 
inspecting the pot. As he turned it around, the handle was clearly missing.

One very important acquisition at the 1984 auction was not made of 
clay. It is a set of three journals Emil kept when he was in charge 

of production. The three journals are now on display at the 
Pottery Museum of Red Wing. They date to 1903, and their 
importance cannot be measured. Within their pages are found 

production numbers, never before seen, which reveal how many pieces 
of a given crock size were produced within a given week or month. 
Such information will help all collectors appreciate the items within their 
collections even more. The journals con¿rm that the larger crocks were 
produced in far fewer numbers than the smaller crocks. It is estimated 
that for every 20 of the ubiquitous 2 gallon Red Wing crocks, just one 20 
gallon crock was produced.

Such pottery production numbers have always been a source of 
speculation among collectors. Until now, no hard numbers have been 
available to con¿rm them. 

Also found within the ledgers are pencil sketches Emil made of subjects 
such as birds. Though it is unlikely his drawings from around 1903 were 
ever used to design decorations for crocks, they are evidence to his 
artistic abilities. 

The legacy of Emil Shotola is far-reaching and unparalleled. At this 
time, no other employee of the Red Wing stoneware industry can be so 
closely identi¿ed with the pieces they produced. Examples of that work 
and many other pieces from Emil’s estate are now on display at the 
Pottery Museum of Red Wing for all to enjoy.

Above: This yellow-glazed mini jug looks nothing like typical Red Wing ware, 
but the label on the bottom, which was written by Emil, shows that it was 
made by either Emil or his brother-in-law Alfred Olsen, and given to the other. 

Above: Three Red Wing stoneware animals ¿gures sold in Emil’s auction.
Insets at left: Emil shows the handle was missing from his cream pot in 
a still frame from the 
1955 Red Wing Arts 
Association Open 
House ¿lm. Note 
the similar looping 
between the “E” on the 
cream pot and the “3” 
of the hand-drawn “30” 
attributed to his hand.

Above: Emil had great taste. The sponged mini jug and one-of-a-kind 1½ gallon birch 
leaf churn also sold in the 1984 auction of his estate. It’s possibile that he stamped the 
churn himself, but we’ll never know for sure.

Above: Two early ‘Lunch Hour’ pieces, Emil’s salt glaze soap dish and personalized cream 
pot, were two of the most unique items to sell in his 1984 estate auction. 
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Above (left to right): Emil and Skulfrid on their 50th wedding anniversary in 1937; Eight of the Shotola daughters; Emil and four of his daughters, pictured in the same 
spot he and Skulfrid posed in on the page 7 photo. Below (left to right): Three journals Emil used at the potteries and two large Red Wing planters – all from his estate.

Above: When the Shotola auction 
ended, his daughters found that this 
large bisque planter hadn’t sold, so they 
packed it up and moved it to their new 
home. An example is pictured on the 
cover of the 1894 Red Wing Stoneware 
Co. illustrated catalog. Listed as a Lawn 
Vase, it originally retailed for $16 – a 
hefty sum at the time.

At left: One of the most fascinating 
revelations from the three journals 
Emil kept is that his handwriting 
proves he also recorded many of the 
orders for advertising stoneware and 
custom pieces entered in the Red 
Wing Potteries Ledger between June 
1906 and March 1914. Check out the 
similarities between a page from one 
of Emil’s stoneware production journals 
(far left) compared to a 1907 entry in 
the Red Wing Potteries Ledger for an 
order placed by merchant C.C. 
Crapo & Sons of Sandy, UT.
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Red Wing’s Run for the Roses

Back in the early 1990s, a smooth-talking stoneware picker knocked 
on doors and gathered a large inventory of Red Wing and other wares 
over the course of a year to sell the following July during the RWCS 
Convention. This in itself wasn’t anything out of the ordinary, but there was 
an interesting twist. Instead of setting up in the Pottery Place parking lot 
or selling at the Show & Sale, he set everything out on one side of a large 
backyard in Red Wing, and made everyone wait behind a rope on the 
other end until starting the sale. Pieces were placed approximately 15 to 
30 yards from the rope, meaning the only way to get the piece you wanted 
was to beat everyone else in an all-out, no-holds-barred footrace.

For years, I’ve heard tales about this “Run for the Red Wing” sale, which 
is often referred to as “Run for the Roses” by collectors. It’s been on 
my list of potential story topics for a long time, but it took a late night 
conversation with a group of fellow RWCS members during the 2023 
RWCS MidWinter event in Des Moines to ¿nally bring it to fruition. A 
few longtime collectors who attended the run discussed the fanfare that 
surrounded the event and we laughed as they described the melee that 
always ensued when the rope was dropped. The problem was, no one 
knew of anyone who had photos of the sale. That is, until RWCS Member 
Lorraine Osterholz came around the corner and joined our conversation.

“Oh yeah,” she said, nonchalantly. “I have a video of that somewhere.”

And just like that, everything started to come together. A few more 
people joined the conversation, the names of other past participants 
were shared, and more crazy stories were told. In the months following 
MidWinter, Lorraine had a digital copy converted from the old VHS tape, 
which RWCS Member Denny Decker recorded during the 1992 RWCS 
Convention Week, and sold afterwards for $15 a pop.

Since more than 30 years have passed since the sale was held, I 
wasn’t able to track down some speci¿c details, such as the number 
of years that the event was held, or the last name of the guy who ran 
the sale. But RWCS Member and local resident Tom Bartlewski reports 
the organizer’s ¿rst name was Steve, and he held the sale on the east 
side of Red Wing, in the yard of a cousin’s property on E 5th St., which 
is off the road to the Xcel Energy Steam Plant that’s located at the foot 
of Barn Bluff. This is basically between Memorial Park to the south and 
steps away from Hwy 61 to the north.

Longtime collector Steve Poeschl actively participated in the run, and he 
remembers that seller Steve unloaded his stoneware-packed box truck 

before dawn on the Friday of Convention Week, neatly arranging 
large pieces of stoneware in rows on the dew-covered grass. 
Small items were located on a table under a checkout tent, and 

also placed on a few benches and cabinets scattered across the yard. 

“There were a couple hundred items and they were always priced 
reasonably – either at or below what I would consider retail prices,” he 
continues. “The challenge was, you couldn’t assess condition from far 
away standing behind the rope, and you didn’t know what a piece was 
priced at until you had it in your hands. His prices were ¿rm until later in 
day, when he’d do some discounting.”

Most attendees arrived 1-2 hours early to stand behind the rope stretched 
along the sidewalk, which marked the starting line. It was an opportunity to 
chitchat with other attendees and scan the items from afar so they could 
pick out the pieces they’d run for. After the ¿rst year, people started 
doing whatever they could to give themselves a competitive advantage. 
Astute collectors realized the rope was set up on an angle, so one starting 
point was closer to the goods than the others, resulting in a shorter run. 
Many attendees brought binoculars so they could more clearly identify 
the pieces, and develop a strategy on which items to focus on. But 
thinking outside the box, Steve Poeschl took a different approach.

“I arrived really early, while it was still dark outside,” he says. “I remember 
toting a Àashlight along. Being the only buyer there that early, I struck up a 
conversation with the seller and he ended up letting me look at everything 
early, which was a huge advantage. I was able to ¿nd out the prices and 
condition of items, so I knew what to pursue and what to avoid. Then he 
sent me back behind the rope when people started showing up.”

By the time 9 a.m. rolled around, 200-300 people had gathered. Seller 
Steve usually dropped the rope himself, but in the 1992 video, he barely 
got within 10 feet of the rope before people took off. The video clip 
evokes images of the stampedes that take place when retailers open 
their doors on Black Friday. The whole thing was almost over before it 
began, and virtually all the good stuff was instantly scooped up. Only 10 
seconds elapsed between the rope being dropped and people reaching 
the pieces located furthest away. The fastest of the bunch can be seen 
hurdling rows of stoneware and dodging lawn ornaments to get to those 
items. If you took your hands off a piece, someone was right behind 
you to snatch it up. One person remembers seeing a couple using their 
¿ngers as prongs to pick up three advertising beater jars with each hand, 
quickly carrying away a dozen items between the two of them.

Many families had their kids running, not only because they were often 
faster than the adults, but also because having more people running 
meant you could target multiple items. In addition to Steve Poeschl, 
RWCS members Bruce & Carmen Selfridge and Mike & Russa 
Robinson were among those who put their kids to work. 

Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski
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Although the video quality is quite fuzzy at best, the still frames above from the Run for the Roses provide some perspective on how the sale was conducted. 
Recorded by RWCS Member Denny Decker in 1992, only a few minutes of the video is dedicated to the sale; the rest shows other events, like the RWCS Convention 
Auction, Display Room and Show & Sale. RWCS Member Lorraine Osterholz shared her copy of the footage, and notes that while the video is fun to watch, it’s also 
bittersweet because several of the people who appear in it are no longer with us, including her late husband, Marv.

“We always brought our kids to Convention when they were young, and 
half the challenge was ¿nding activities to keep them busy,” Russa notes. 
“They loved the run, because it gave them something exciting to do.”

“Chris wore his baseball cleats,” Lorraine recalls, referring to her 
son, RWCS Member Chris Osterholz. While most of the kids who ran 
primarily did so to help their parents, Chris was an exception to the 
norm. Although he was a teenager when the Run for the Roses was 
conducted, he was already a serious collector, so he knew what to look for 
on his own. Still, teens only have so much money to spend on stoneware.

“One year I grabbed a 2 gallon salt glaze crock with a brushed cobalt 
decoration that was side-stamped Peoria Pottery,” Chris says. “It was $95, 
so I asked my dad if he wanted to split it with me, and he said, ‘I don’t 
know, Son, I think I’m gonna leave that one to you.’ Since neither of us had 
seen anything like it before, I decided to take a chance on it. It turned out 
that it was one of only a few signed Peoria Pottery salt glaze pieces known 
at the time. I ended up selling it to Illinois collector Richard Ellis about 10 
years later for $3,000…it helped me buy my ¿rst house. The crazy thing 
was, I picked it up 15 minutes after the run. It was one of the leftovers.”

“Another year, there wasn’t anything I was interested in, so collector Jerry 
Nagle asked me to run for him,” Chris adds. “I got him one of those ugly 
North Star salt glaze water coolers with the small upturned leaf. Nobody 
gave those things any love back then, but he was pretty happy with it.”

In addition to all the collectors’ kids who participated in the Run for the 
Roses, several attendees recall hearing rumors that someone actually 
hired kids from Red Wing High School to run for them. Tom Bartlewski 
con¿rms those rumors.

“The last run I remember watching, it was raining cats and dogs and there 
was mud all over,” he recalls. “Doc Holden from Red Wing hired two young 
high school track stars to run for him. His buddy, collector Mike Kelso said, 
‘I bet you I beat them both.’ They took off and everyone fell in the mud, 
except Mike. He had track shoes on. He was ¿rst and got a mint 5 gallon 
hand-turned water cooler with advertising. He still razzes Doc about it.”

Bruce says the run was a fun event, but it got more and more hectic every 
year and things were getting “really scary” by the end. This is a telling 
statement, considering Bruce is built like a football lineman. So if you’re 
reading this story and thinking the Run for the Roses was a lawsuit waiting 
to happen, you’re not alone. Participants started getting too aggressive.

“It was like a mass evacuation going in the wrong direction,” Carmen 
adds. “Our son, John, was knocked over one year and got hurt. It was 
brutal.”

“The prize went to the lean and hungry,” Poeschl af¿rms. “They say there 
are no friends at an auction, and even less at a competition like that.”

“Friendships were made there, but friendships could just as easily have 
been broken there, too,” Russa notes.

Friendships and pieces of stoneware, that is. Several attendees 
remember pieces being broken in the commotion, and the audio from 
Lorraine’s 1992 video supports that. Several loud clanking sounds of 
stoneware hitting stoneware can be heard in the rush. It’s a wonder no 
one ever impaled themselves with an Acid Proof Measure funnel, or 
another oddly shaped piece of stoneware.

“Even at that time, the event probably shouldn’t have been happening,” 
notes Steve Poeschl. “It was fraught with the potential for problems. 
Seriously, can you imagine if a piece got broken and someone had fallen 
on one of the jagged shards? They would have gored themselves.”

Most people who attended the Run for the Roses recall one particularly 
harrowing scene, when a man dashed for a 40 gallon Red Wing crock 
stationed in the front half of items. Running at top speed, he grabbed the 
rim and attempted to put on the brakes. However, that aforementioned 
dewy grass made it impossible. He ended up slipping to the ground and 
pulling the crock down on top of himself. Rumors circulated that the guy 
broke his leg. But Steve Poeschl knows exactly what happened.

“Yes, that was me,” he admits. “I didn’t break any bones, but I did mess 
up my knee quite a bit. I had knee injuries since high school, so that 
certainly didn’t help. The good news is that I never let go of the crock. 
My wife was right behind me, and knowing how badly I wanted it, she 
grabbed ahold of it so no one else could take it and shouted, ‘Don’t 
worry – I have the crock!’ And we still do to this day.”

The general consensus is that the Run for the Roses lasted for a 4- to 
5-year stretch that started as early as 1990 and went no later than 1995. 
By the ¿nal year of the sale, Poeschl says the prices had increased and 
the quality of items had diminished. And then, the event ceased without 
explanation. Maybe seller Steve decided to quit while he was ahead.

“When I got to Convention that summer and found out there wasn’t 
going to be a Friday run, it really let the air out of my balloon,” he 
glooms. “It was always my highlight of the trip.”

Editor’s note: Surely there are a lot more tales out there from the Run for 
the Roses. If you have stories or photos from the event to share, please 
send them to me at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org for publication 
in a future issue. Your fellow members would love to hear them!
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Roses, several attendees recall hearing rumors that someone actually 
hired kids from Red Wing High School to run for them. Tom Bartlewski 
con¿rms those rumors.

“The last run I remember watching, it was raining cats and dogs and there 
was mud all over,” he recalls. “Doc Holden from Red Wing hired two young 
high school track stars to run for him. His buddy, collector Mike Kelso said, 
‘I bet you I beat them both.’ They took off and everyone fell in the mud, 
except Mike. He had track shoes on. He was ¿rst and got a mint 5 gallon 
hand-turned water cooler with advertising. He still razzes Doc about it.”

Bruce says the run was a fun event, but it got more and more hectic every 
year and things were getting “really scary” by the end. This is a telling 
statement, considering Bruce is built like a football lineman. So if you’re 
reading this story and thinking the Run for the Roses was a lawsuit waiting 
to happen, you’re not alone. Participants started getting too aggressive.

“It was like a mass evacuation going in the wrong direction,” Carmen 
adds. “Our son, John, was knocked over one year and got hurt. It was 
brutal.”

“The prize went to the lean and hungry,” Poeschl af¿rms. “They say there 
are no friends at an auction, and even less at a competition like that.”

“Friendships were made there, but friendships could just as easily have 
been broken there, too,” Russa notes.

Friendships and pieces of stoneware, that is. Several attendees 
remember pieces being broken in the commotion, and the audio from 
Lorraine’s 1992 video supports that. Several loud clanking sounds of 
stoneware hitting stoneware can be heard in the rush. It’s a wonder no 
one ever impaled themselves with an Acid Proof Measure funnel, or 
another oddly shaped piece of stoneware.

“Even at that time, the event probably shouldn’t have been happening,” 
notes Steve Poeschl. “It was fraught with the potential for problems. 
Seriously, can you imagine if a piece got broken and someone had fallen 
on one of the jagged shards? They would have gored themselves.”

Most people who attended the Run for the Roses recall one particularly 
harrowing scene, when a man dashed for a 40 gallon Red Wing crock 
stationed in the front half of items. Running at top speed, he grabbed the 
rim and attempted to put on the brakes. However, that aforementioned 
dewy grass made it impossible. He ended up slipping to the ground and 
pulling the crock down on top of himself. Rumors circulated that the guy 
broke his leg. But Steve Poeschl knows exactly what happened.

“Yes, that was me,” he admits. “I didn’t break any bones, but I did mess 
up my knee quite a bit. I had knee injuries since high school, so that 
certainly didn’t help. The good news is that I never let go of the crock. 
My wife was right behind me, and knowing how badly I wanted it, she 
grabbed ahold of it so no one else could take it and shouted, ‘Don’t 
worry – I have the crock!’ And we still do to this day.”

The general consensus is that the Run for the Roses lasted for a 4- to 
5-year stretch that started as early as 1990 and went no later than 1995. 
By the ¿nal year of the sale, Poeschl says the prices had increased and 
the quality of items had diminished. And then, the event ceased without 
explanation. Maybe seller Steve decided to quit while he was ahead.

“When I got to Convention that summer and found out there wasn’t 
going to be a Friday run, it really let the air out of my balloon,” he 
glooms. “It was always my highlight of the trip.”

Editor’s note: Surely there are a lot more tales out there from the Run for 
the Roses. If you have stories or photos from the event to share, please 
send them to me at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org for publication 
in a future issue. Your fellow members would love to hear them!
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Of all the advertising 
stoneware Canadian 

merchants ordered from 
Red Wing, the pieces from J.F. Cairns of Saskatoon, SK are widely 
known as one of the most recognizable. The bold, block-stamped 
lettering surely contributes to this, but not as much as the mention of 
“Crockery Dept.”, which makes every piece a desirable addition for a 
broad range of stoneware collectors. Of course, the “crockery” term 
technically describes tableware objects like “plates, dishes, cups, and 
other similar items, especially ones made of earthenware or china” 
according to the Oxford Languages Dictionary. But that doesn’t matter 
to stoneware collectors, who have claimed the term for themselves in 

recent decades.

As it turns out, James Frederick Cairns wasn’t a 
prime candidate for founding one of the foremost 
department stores in western Canada, as his 
early years were spent focused on academia. 
Born in Lawrenceville, Quebec in 1870 to 
parents of Irish descent, Cairns graduated 
college in 1890 and spent nine years teaching 
at Chatham Collegiate Institute. After that, he 
edited a bicycling journal and managed opera 

houses. He married Edith Moore in 1900 and 
the couple moved west two years later.

Arriving in Saskatoon, Cairns met a local mill owner and 
asked him if a nearby village would be a good place to open a bakery and 
grocery store. The miller convinced him to do so in Saskatoon, which turned 
out to be the right move. Trainloads of colonists arrived the following spring, 
and Cairns’ establishment had to operate 24 hours a day to keep up with 
the demand for his fairly priced goods. In 1903, he moved to a large store 
with a second Àoor theater. He moved again in 1906 to the growing city’s 
center, and soon employed 75 people. A ¿re claimed this building in 1912, 
which ultimately led to his crowning achievement – a state-of-the-art, ¿ve-
story, 90,255 sq. ft. building at 2nd Ave. and 23rd St. It saw 12,000 visitors 

on opening 
day, March 17, 1913, which was more than a 
third of the city’s population at the time. Pictured above, its 25 departments 
were staffed by 125 employees. Cairns’ investment in the new location 
led nearby property values to spike to almost $2,000 a front foot during 
Saskatoon’s boom years; this land cost only $20/acre 20 years earlier.

According to the Red Wing Potteries Ledger, Cairns ordered 777 pieces 
of advertising stoneware bearing his name on April 21 of that year. 
Among them were 5 lb. butter jars; crocks including 1-6, 10, 15 and 
20 gallons; Imperial jugs sized ½, 1, 2 and 5 gallons; churns sized 4-6 
gallons and 6 gallon water coolers. This is Cairns’ only order listed in the 
Ledger, so it’s unknown if he ever ordered more.

Though best known as a merchant, Cairns played other important roles 
in Saskatoon. He was secretary then president of the Board of Trade in 
1903/1904, and served as ¿rst chair (1908-14) of Saskatoon’s school 
board and remained a member until 1923. In addition to serving on the 
parks commission and industrial fair, he was also a alderman, Freemason, 
Shriner, Rotarian and Oddfellow; he belonged to clubs in Saskatoon, 
Winnipeg and Los Angeles. He also became the Saskatoon Auto Club’s 
¿rst president in 1911. The club opened a resort at nearby Pike Lake, but 
sadly it was there that his only child, young Jack, drowned in June 1917.

Cairns also founded the Saskatoon Berrypickers semi-pro baseball 
team, which played in the Western Canada League from 1910-1911. 
When Quaker Oats started to sponsor the team, the name was changed 
to the Saskatoon Quakers. Cairns built a baseball stadium, Cairns Field, 
which drew an opening-day crowd of 6,422 on May 14, 1914, despite 
having only 1,700 seats. The team won titles in 1914 and 1919, and a 
number of players made it to the major leagues in the U.S. When the 
league folded in 1921, he started the Saskatoon Exhibition Tournament, 
which ran until 1969. He posthumously became likely the only person 

J.F. Cairns

Saskatoon’s 

J.F. Cairns

Story based on the Dictionary of 
Canadian Bibliography article by 
Donald Cameron Kerr1

“J.F. Cairns” continued on pg. 14.
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Gail Peck ’s
Convention Week

stoneware sale
Consisting of Red Wing, Blue/White & 
miscellaneous stoneware in addition to

Red Wing memorabilia
Find me in the Pottery Museum parking lot....

and....at the RWCS Show & Sale on
Saturday, July 15th, at the River Bluff School. 

DON'T MISS IT !

Red Wing Stoneware, Pottery & Dinnerware

AUCTIONS

10 a.m. Tuesday, July 11, 2023

The Bluffs Bar & Grill
(Across the bridge from Red Wing)

N1833 785th St., Hager City, WI

10 a.m. Wednesday, July 12, 2023
The Bluffs Bar & Grill

N1833 785th St., Hager City, WI

HOUGHTON’S AUCTION SERVICE • 2641 Goldfinch Ln., Red Wing, MN 55066
651-764-4285  • www.houghtonauctions.com

300 + PIECES, INC. SALT GLAZE 
CROCKS; BEEHIVE JUGS; KOVER 
WATES; CROCKS; BRUSHWARE; 
ADV. BOWLS & JUGS; 
SPONGEWARE BOWLS; COOKIE 
JARS; CROCKS & JUGS; WATER 
COOLERS; BUTTER CHURNS; 
APPLE SAUCE JAR, PLUS MORE. 
CATALOGS AVAILABLE JUNE 1st 
- SEND $5 CHECK to address 
below FOR COMPLETE 
LISTING. DOORS OPEN AT 8 AM.

300 PLUS PIECES, INCLUDING 1-50 
GAL CROCKS; SELF DRAINING 
JUGS & CHURNS; APPLE SAUCE 
JARS; RARE UPSIDE DOWN OVALS, 
DOUBLE STAMPED BLUE OVER; 
RW TRANSITION CROCK; CANNING 
JARS; 2-6 GAL SALT GLAZE CROCKS 
& CHURNS; NORTH STAR CROCKS; 
3-10 GAL WATER COOLERS; SET 
OF WING JUGS; BEEHIVE JUGS; 
CHERRYBAND PITCHERS; CHICKEN 

FEEDERS; ARTWARE; 
D I N N E R W A R E ; 
ERNEST SOHN BOWLS, 
PLUS MORE. DOORS OPEN AT 8 AM. CATALOGS 
AVAILABLE JUNE 1st - SEND $5 CHECK to address 
below FOR COMPLETE LISTING. SEE 
WEBSITE FOR MORE PICS OF EACH SALE.
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The 1911 Saskatoon Berrypickers with team owner J.F. Cairns (wearing suit and tie). (Photo courtesy Saskatoon Public Library, Local History Room.)The 1911 Saskatoon Berrypickers with team owner J.F. Cairns (wearing suit and tie). (Photo courtesy Saskatoon Public Library, Local History Room.)
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C L A S S I F I E D SA D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a ¿rst-come, 
¿rst-served basis. In addition to appearing in the 
newsletter, classi¿eds and display ads are posted 
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size		  Ad Rate
Full page 			   $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 275
1/4 page 			   150

1/8 page			   85
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions

Full Page 			   8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 			   4 x 5.25
1/8 page 			   4 x 2.125
Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or 
PDF ¿le. There is an additional 10 percent fee for 
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).
DEADLINES

Issue      	      Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25	     Nov. 15	     Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10	     Feb. 1	      March 15
May               April 10       April 1        May 15
September    Aug. 1	      July 25      Sept. 1
November	    Oct. 1	      Sept. 25    Nov. 1

EDITOR ADDRESS

E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to: 
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072. 
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with 
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

RED WING FOR SALE

Brushed ware blue-green cherub vase, mint, $465. 
Brushed ware Àoor vase #151, 22”, no cracks or 
chips, minor stucco tips missing, $850. RWCS 
Commemoratives: 1977 Salt Glazed crock, with one 
of the best designs you will ¿nd, only 250 made, 
mint, $995; 1978 Albany common jug, with paper 
attached, mint, $1150; 1979 Butter churn with ears 
(most made without), mint, $575; 1980 Sponged 
bowl, mint, $650; 1981 RWCS brown top shoulder 
jug, mint, $475. Contact nancy197805@gmail.com 
for more information or photos. Vases deliver to Red 
Wing in July; Commemoratives ship free to lower 48.

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: Pelican Ash Receiver #880 Matt Burgundy 
glaze; Magnolia Group shape No. 1020 Pitcher, 
1027, 1216, 1234 Vases and 1032 Plate in Oxblood 
(burgundy) glaze. Contact Jay at 952-881-1676 or 
jayjuergens@mac.com. Hoping to hear from you!  5/23

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Washington, 
Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, and Utah. WILL PAY 
TOP DOLLAR FOR RED WING pieces from Wyoming. 
Always looking for other rare and unique items. Contact 
Trevor at tstephe4@gmail.com or 541-480-3016.  3/24

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, and 
colors of Michigan advertising. If you have a piece 
just sitting around not getting the love like it use to 
anymore, let’s change that! Call or text Eric at 906-
282-1180 or e-mail edeyaert@mtu.edu. 11/23

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North 
Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too. 
The more rare the better! Will pay top $$ for the 
right pieces. Contact beehive@polarcomm.com or 
701-270-0242.

WANTED: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any 
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye Excelsior 
Springs bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 qt Macomb Excelsior 
Springs bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red Wing 
advertising bailed jugs. Contact Larry at grn57tr@
gmail.com or 816-898-9260. 

WANTED: I’m a life long Montanan working hard 
to improve my collection of Montana, Idaho and 
Wyoming stoneware. If you happen to have, or 
know somebody that has an example, PLEASE let 
me know and let’s talk! I promise you won’t regret 
it! Call or text 406-788-7851, e-mail me at 
sawtooth5150@gmail.com, or drop a note to 
Skyland Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 3/24

WANTED: I’m looking to buy collections of Red 
Wing stoneware. Zinc or salt glaze - no collection 
is too big or too small. I will travel to you. Please 
e-mail photos to Unclewilbur13@hotmail.com or 
text them to me at 715-520-0888. 11/23

WANTED: Salt glaze and Albany pieces attributed 
to North Star Stoneware Company; Salt glaze lids 
with button tops (2 gal - 30 gal); any Red Wing or 
Minnesota Stoneware animals. Please send photos 
to quirkdr@gmail.com or text 715-716-8009. 11/23

WANTED: Adv. stoneware from Omaha and Lincoln, 
NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs – Albany 
slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque. Still looking 
for mini & salesman sample Àower pots in any colors, 
too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or 402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, WI 
advertising, RW salt glaze salesman sample crocks, 
and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline vase. 
Contact Rick at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org 
or 414-416-WING.

“J.F. Cairns” continued from page 12.

ever to be immortalized with their name on a Red Wing crock while 
also being enshrined into two Canadian baseball halls of fame. He was 
inducted into the Saskatchewan Baseball Hall of Fame in 1985, and the 
Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame in 2021.2

According to the Hudson’s Bay Company Heritage website3, Cairns 
¿rst indicated his willingness to sell his Saskatoon department store in 
1918. The growing HBCo. ¿nalized the purchase in 1922 for a reported 
$350,000 CAD, and the entire staff was kept on. The following year 
he became manager of Third Avenue Government Liquor Store – one 
of Saskatchewan’s new wholesalers at the end of Prohibition. He died 

in 1928 from a heart attack stemming from a long illness, just days 
short of his 58th birthday. Unfortunately both of the monuments that 
celebrated his legacy – his store and Cairns Field, have long since been 
demolished. However, a 2,000-seat, semi-pro baseball ¿eld was built 
about 20 years ago and named Cairns Field in his honor.

1 Donald Cameron Kerr, “CAIRNS, JAMES FREDERICK,” in Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography, vol. 15, University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed April 15, 2023, 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cairns_james_frederick_15E.html.
2 Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame, www.baseballhalloffame.ca/hall-of-famer/james-f-cairns/

3 www.hbcheritage.ca/places/places-other-institutions/saskatoon
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Skyland Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 3/24

WANTED: I’m looking to buy collections of Red 
Wing stoneware. Zinc or salt glaze - no collection 
is too big or too small. I will travel to you. Please 
e-mail photos to Unclewilbur13@hotmail.com or 
text them to me at 715-520-0888. 11/23

WANTED: Salt glaze and Albany pieces attributed 
to North Star Stoneware Company; Salt glaze lids 
with button tops (2 gal - 30 gal); any Red Wing or 
Minnesota Stoneware animals. Please send photos 
to quirkdr@gmail.com or text 715-716-8009. 11/23

WANTED: Adv. stoneware from Omaha and Lincoln, 
NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs – Albany 
slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque. Still looking 
for mini & salesman sample Àower pots in any colors, 
too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or 402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, WI 
advertising, RW salt glaze salesman sample crocks, 
and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline vase. 
Contact Rick at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org 
or 414-416-WING.

“J.F. Cairns” continued from page 12.

ever to be immortalized with their name on a Red Wing crock while 
also being enshrined into two Canadian baseball halls of fame. He was 
inducted into the Saskatchewan Baseball Hall of Fame in 1985, and the 
Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame in 2021.2

According to the Hudson’s Bay Company Heritage website3, Cairns 
¿rst indicated his willingness to sell his Saskatoon department store in 
1918. The growing HBCo. ¿nalized the purchase in 1922 for a reported 
$350,000 CAD, and the entire staff was kept on. The following year 
he became manager of Third Avenue Government Liquor Store – one 
of Saskatchewan’s new wholesalers at the end of Prohibition. He died 

in 1928 from a heart attack stemming from a long illness, just days 
short of his 58th birthday. Unfortunately both of the monuments that 
celebrated his legacy – his store and Cairns Field, have long since been 
demolished. However, a 2,000-seat, semi-pro baseball ¿eld was built 
about 20 years ago and named Cairns Field in his honor.

1 Donald Cameron Kerr, “CAIRNS, JAMES FREDERICK,” in Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography, vol. 15, University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003–, accessed April 15, 2023, 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cairns_james_frederick_15E.html.
2 Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame, www.baseballhalloffame.ca/hall-of-famer/james-f-cairns/

3 www.hbcheritage.ca/places/places-other-institutions/saskatoon
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TWO MORE WESTERN POTTERY co. ITEMS MADE 

IN RED WING

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Editor’s note: As we shared in the May 2022 RWCS Newsletter, a 10 
gallon Red Wing crock bearing both Red Wing and Western Pottery Co. 
ovals (above left) discovered that spring proved that the Red Wing Union 
Stoneware Co. ful¿lled a special order placed by Denver’s Western 
Pottery Co. in the late 1920s or early 1930s. When that newsletter came 
out, we were aware that Red Wing made the following items for the 
order in addition to 10 gallon crocks: 5 and 10 gallon straight-sided water 
coolers with diffused blue tint, and blue-tinted, bar-handled petal lids in 
the 4 and 5/6 gallon sizes. Although none have been reported yet, it’s 
also likely that Red Wing made 4 gallon straight-sided water coolers with 
diffused blue tint to match the existing lid, and lids in the 10 gallon size 
to match the existing 10 gallon coolers.

Now thanks to Denver-area collector Chris Patrick, we can add two more 
items to the list. Based on the typeface used for the capacity numerals, 

which is attributed to Red Wing, Red Wing also made the 12 gallon and 
20 gallon crocks pictured above. Chris was the one who discovered 
the 10 gallon double-oval crock last year, and he kept in touch over the 
past year, sharing the photos of the 12 and 20 gallon crocks when he 
found them listed for sale in Colorado. While the 12 gallon crock has 
the standard “Western Pottery Co. Made In Denver” oval that Western 
Pottery Co. would have supplied for the job, the 20 gallon bail-handled 
crock has a small circle-shaped stamp (closeup above) that many 
collectors have never seen before. Since it isn’t known to appear on 
other Western Pottery Co. pieces, it’s likely that Red Wing had this 
rubber stamp created locally. It’s quite similar to the No. 10 Red Wing 
Union Stoneware Co. round oval, which originated on artware in the 
1920s or early 1930s. Thanks, Chris, for sharing these images! 
(Red Wing No. 10 round oval photo courtesy of RWCS Member Ron Keim.)

ANOTHER UNDOCUMENTED HOT WATER BOTTLE WITH LOCAL PROVENANCE
Hello, I’m reading the wonderful Jan. 2023 RWCS Newsletter that I received. My daughter, 
Anina Richter, has a very similar water bottle to the one pictured in the newsletter. The people 
who had this one were born and raised in Red Wing, and did not travel except for ¿shing trips. 
They were not pottery collectors, either. They told family it was Red Wing, but I don’t have an 
idea on their thoughts or reasoning. This one has been broken and has a bad glue job. Very 
interesting, the mystery of pottery. Wilma Arnold – the person who donated the other one to 
the Goodhue History Center – was a wonderful lady. She was big into Girl Scouts in Red Wing, 
which is how I knew her. Thank you for the wonderful newsletters. -RWCS Member Jacquie Rice

Editors note: Thanks for the kind words, Jacquie – and thanks for sharing! Knowing that 
another one of these hand-turned hot water bottles was found in Red Wing certainly helps 
support the belief that it’s a Red Wing piece. Of course, as the saying goes, “Once is chance, 
twice is a coincidence and three times is a pattern.” So while this doesn’t prove anything, it 
adds credence to the theory. And let’s not forget: the rolled lip spout and the creamy off-
white glaze looks like something you’d see on an early 3 gallon Elephant Ear beehive jug 
made during Red Wing’s transition from salt glaze to zinc in the mid- to late-1890s. Plus, the 
‘pinholes’ in the glaze are typical of Red Wing’s zinc glaze. I like the odds!
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