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Primary membership in the Red Wing Collectors Society is $35 annually; 
associate membership is $15. There must be at least one primary member 
per household in order to have an associate membership. Members can 
pay for up to two years when renewing their membership. Contact the 
RWCS Business Of¿ce for additional details.
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2022 ELECTION: CAST YOUR BALLOT BY JUNE 30
Balloting for the RWCS Board of Directors election will be done electronically in 
accordance with RWCS By-law Article V, Nominating Committee and Voting Procedure. 
A link to the online RWCS election ballot was e-mailed to all primary and associate 
members in good standing as of April 15.

All members in good standing can refer to the instructions in the April 15 e-mail and log 
in with their own membership number to vote. RWCS members who do not have internet 
access, or joined/rejoined after April 15, can request a ballot by contacting the RWCS 
business of¿ce. Votes must be recorded by June 30, 2022. You must make a selection 
for every open position to submit your ballot (candidate, write-in or “no vote”). Election 
results will be announced during the RWCS Annual Business Meeting, which will be held 
at 3 p.m. Friday, July 15 in the River Bluff School Gymnasium.

RWCS Convention Display Room: IS 2022 YOUR 

YEAR TO SHINE?
If you’ve been thinking about participating in the 2022 Convention Display Room, 
there’s still space in Dinnerware, Stoneware, Art Pottery, Memorabilia and the Rare Item 
categories. If you’ve never displayed before, this is the perfect year to start. In addition 
to showing your favorite Red Wing to the entire club, you’ll receive one regular 2022 
RWCS Commemorative as a thank-you for participating (rare item displayers excluded). 
Winners in each category will be awarded a 2022 Special Commemorative!

To ensure you have a space at Convention, you must send in your completed display 
agreement to reserve your space. Walk-ins are not guaranteed. Display agreements can 
be downloaded from the RWCS website and sent to miranda.reese@redwingcollectors.org 
or Miranda Reese, RWCS, PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066. The scheduled setup time 
for displayers is 8 to 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 14 at River Bluff School. Displays can 
also be set up by appointment from 1 to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, July 13. Display removal 
will be held from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Friday, July 15. Read over the display agreement for 
more information and e-mail Miranda with questions. You can also call 651-388-4044 
during of¿ce hours or leave a message.
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2022 RWCS 

CONVENTION 

AUCTION 

REMINDERS
The 2022 RWCS CrockFest 
Convention Auction will take 
place in the gymnasium at Red 
Wing’s River Bluff School at 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, July 14. 
The auction preview will be 
held from 12:30 to 4 p.m. You 
must be a RWCS member and 
registered for Convention to 
preview and attend the auction 
in person. A 10 percent buyer’s 
premium will be added to items 
purchased in-house.

I’m excited to report that we 
have some excellent items 
consigned to the auction so far 
this year, including this fantastic 
20 gallon bird crock that’s back-
stamped Minnesota Stoneware Co. WOW! This has a good chance of bringing a record 
price for the RWCS Convention Auction. More photos of consigned items will be printed in 
the RWCS CrockFest Convention Program, which will be mailed to all primary members 
later in June.

As a reminder, all items consigned to the RWCS Convention Auction must be dropped off 
in person, and members must be registered for Convention to drop off their items. If you’re 
unable to attend, you’re welcome to send your items along with a friend, provided they’re 
registered for Convention.

For those of you looking to bid online, the auction catalog will be posted on Proxibid on 
Thursday, July 7. Online bidding is open to members and non-members alike. Bids can be placed in advance or on the speci¿c piece being auctioned 
while the auction is in progress. Remember that there will be a slight delay for an online bid to get sent to the auction service, so bid early. Bids received 
after the hammer falls will be discarded. Items purchased online will be charged a 15 percent buyer’s premium. We encourage online bidders to pick up 
their winnings from River Bluff School between 8 a.m. and noon on Friday, July 15. Anything not picked up by then can be picked up from the RWCS 
business of¿ce by appointment, or shipped to you by Houghton’s Auction Service.

Remember, your fellow RWCS members have consigned the items for this auction, so please be sure to turn out and support them and the club. Bid 
high and bid often! A big thanks to Todd Houghton and Houghton’s Auction Service staff for working through this with us. If you have questions, please 
contact me at auction@redwingcollectors.org or 916-996-3584. I live on the West Coast, so if you call, please do so between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Paci¿c 
time (11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Central). -Dave Huisman, RWCS Auction Manager

Members to vote on proposed changes to bylaws at RWCS Annual 

Business Meeting
As covered in the March RWCS Newsletter, the RWCS Board of Directors is proposing some changes to the RWCS Bylaws including the addition of a 

“Green” membership option, adding a liaison from the executive committee for working on partnerships with other organizations, wording that deals with 
a broadening of the Representatives at Large positions, changes to the voting window for elections and society termination, and an addition regarding 
RWCS donations. All proposed changes are covered in detail in the March issue. Members must be in attendance to vote, and all members in good 
standing are welcome to attend. Members attending without a Convention 
badge will need to present a photo ID to con¿rm membership status.

After all these years, examples of previously 
undocumented Red Wing items still pop up from time-
to-time, but it isn’t often that one tells such an interesting 
story about the pottery’s history and its link with a distant 
competitor. The piece stamped with Western Pottery Co. 
and Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. ovals pictured on 
page 8 of this issue is one of those examples. In addition 
to con¿rming that Denver’s Western Pottery Co. placed a 
special order from Red Wing, it explains why Red Wing 
made the blue-tinted water coolers and matching lid 
pictured above. Stories like this keep me excited about 
producing your RWCS Newsletter. Check it out!
	    -Rick Natynski, RWCS Newsletter Editor
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45 th Anniversary Convention News

Celebrating 45 Years in Pretty Red Wing!

We are gearing up for another great Red Wing Collectors Society 
CrockFest Convention. Last year it was wonderful having Pottery in 
the Park, and we were blessed with amazing, cool weather. This year 
we return to the comfortable air conditioning that River Bluff Education 
Center in Red Wing offers. President Paul Wichert and Historian Nancy 
Lambert recently traveled to Red Wing and met with school of¿cials to 
plot out building usage to make sure the arrangement is convenient for 
RWCS members.

The Pottery Museum of Red Wing will kick off the week by holding 
“Museum Day” on Wednesday, July 13. The all-day event will be held at 
the Pottery Museum with special displays to view as well as fun activities. 
At 5 p.m. the RWCS Foundation Board of Directors will host “Night at 
the Museum” with light refreshments, hors d’oeuvres and socializing. 
More information will be announced as we get closer to the event.

On Thursday morning, July 14, the RWCS will open the 45th Annual 

CrockFest Convention! The RWCS is most certainly one of the few 
collecting clubs that can boast such longevity and all members should 
be very proud of this milestone. Make sure to sign the special 45th 

Anniversary Jug near registration at River Bluff Education Center.

The Welcome Session will include detailed information about this year’s 
Convention, the 2022 Commemorative unveiling and Keynote Address 
by longtime collector Chris Jonus. Chris began collecting stoneware 
in 1990 and almost always focused on Macomb. His passion for 
collecting led to detailed research over the past 25 years and he has 
published a new book, Macomb Ill’s Potteries and Stoneware. He will 
share some of that information with us. Chris grew up in Illinois, but 
now resides in Savage, MN. This presentation is not to be missed! 

Following the Welcome Session, be sure to visit the Display Room 
managed by the RWCS Lewis & Clark Chapter. Read information 
about how to enter a display on page 3 of this issue or on the RWCS 
website. Special Commemoratives are awarded to winners in each of 
¿ve categories – Stoneware, Art Pottery, Dinnerware, Memorabilia and 

the Dennis Yaeggi Rare Item. 

The RWCS Convention Auction will take place Thursday 
afternoon and Convention attendees will be able to preview 
the items that members have offered to be auctioned. RWCS 

Auction Manager Dave Huisman reports that last year’s auction was a 
huge success because it was available both online and in-person. Your 
Convention badge will admit you to preview and bid at the event in-person.

Warm Toasties food truck will be stationed outside the front entrance of 
River Bluff Education Center all day Thursday and Friday, and members 
can enjoy their breakfast or lunch with friends in the school’s cafetorium.

Many educational opportunities await you on Friday, July 15. The 
education sessions begin at 10 a.m. and Education Manager Larry Birks 
has put together a great variety for members to enjoy:

• Collector Classic Movies: In 1992, RWCS Hall of Famer Ron Linde 
interviewed Charles Murphy and we are pleased to present the second 
edition of the “from the vault” series. This video is from the RWCS 
archives and few members have had the opportunity to view it.

• Latest Finds on Pottery Road: RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis 
Nygaard will bring new information about shards found in the Pottery 
Road area. White ware, factory decals, factory painting on pottery 
and other new ¿nds will be covered.

• Red Wing Dinnerware in Trade Publications: RWCS Hall of 
Famers Terry Moe & Larry Roschen will present a new seminar that 
will include little known aspects of Red Wing dinnerware as covered 
in trade publications.

• The Shakers of Red Wing: RWCS Member Althea Voth collects Red 
Wing salt and peppers. In fact, she now has nearly 250 shakers and 
is always looking for more. She will discuss the examples of different 
patterns as well as others not made as part of dinnerware sets.

• A Journey Through 20 Years Digging at the Dump: This year 
RWCS member Austin Fjerestad is celebrating 20 years digging in 
the pottery dump. His seminar will focus on his best ¿nds from the 
dump, the bigger picture of what these ¿nds mean and the early era 
before standard production of wares, going into the 1890s and into 
the transitional era to white glaze.

• A Trip Through Time in Downtown Red Wing: Robin Wipperling, 
Executive Director of Goodhue History Center, will take us a step 
back in time by discussing some of the buildings and locations in 
downtown Red Wing. You will hear historical information about the 
buildings themselves and some of the early businesses that were 
located there.

• Offsite Bus Tour – Featherstone Pottery: Tom & Clare Larkin of 
Featherstone Farm and Featherstone Pottery will welcome attendees 
to the pottery workshop and kiln, and guide them through the unique 
wood-¿red kiln that they use to ¿re the beautiful stoneware produced 
in their pottery workshop. Tours will be by school bus leaving from 
the River Bluff Education Center. A morning and afternoon session 
will be offered and each bus tour has space for 48 passengers. Be 
sure to sign up at Registration; ¿rst-come, ¿rst-served.

• KidsView creators and RWCS Hall of Famers Wendy Callicoat & Sue 
Jones-Tagliapietra invite all kids ages 3-15 to attend. Future collectors 
will learn about Red Wing designer Charles Murphy, who will make a 
surprise visit. Participants will also learn to arrange Àowers in vases 
designed by Charles Murphy! (See more information about this event 
at right.) Please make sure you register your kids for the CrockFest 
Convention so Wendy and Sue have materials for everyone 
attending. Convention registration and KidsView is free for kids.

Story by RWCS Hall of Famer Nancy Lambert, 2022 Convention Chairperson
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Story by RWCS Hall of Famer Nancy Lambert, 2022 Convention Chairperson
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KidsView REMINDER: PREREGISTER YOUR KIDS FOR CROCKFEST!
Calling all parents and grandparents!! Can you believe KidsView 2022 will be here before you know it? This year, 
participants will learn all about Red Wing Art Pottery designed by Charles Murphy. We have lots of exciting things planned 
this year, including a presentation by Charles Murphy himself…played in the role by RWCS Hall of Famer Steve Brown!

We’re also excited to announce that RWCS Hall of Famer Diane Hallstrom of Hallstrom’s Florist will teach kids the art 
of Àower arranging – in actual Murphy vases, of course! We’re in need of donations for this activity, so if you have any 
small Murphy vases to offer up, we’d love to hear from you. We’re also seeking donations for the KidsView Show & Sale. 
Please contact either Wendy Callicoat or Sue Jones Tagliapietra to arrange drop off of your donation. We have young 
stoneware collectors, dinnerware collectors and art pottery collectors in our group. The kids will also learn about grading 
pieces and collecting by number, stamp or color.

Kids ages 15 and under can attend CrockFest and KidsView free of charge! It’s very important that you pre-register your 
child(ren) for CrockFest, as we need an accurate count to ensure we have enough materials. Last year we had 25 kids, 
and we hope to have even more this year. Can’t wait to see everyone again this summer!
-RWCS Hall of Famers Wendy Callicoat & Sue Jones Tagliapietra

River Bluff School
396 Guernsey Ln

Red Wing, MN

Red Wing National 

        Guard Armory	
885 E 7th Street

Convention Highlights
View the entire Convention Schedule on erwcs.org with your smart phone.

TUESDAY, JULY 12
RWCS Board of Directors Meeting: 2 p.m. RIVER BLUFF SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
Pottery Museum of Red Wing “A Night at the Museum”: 5 p.m. MUSEUM
THURSDAY, JULY 14
Welcome Session/Keynote Presentation, Commemorative Unveiling: 		
	 10:30-noon, RIVER BLUFF CAFETORIUM
Display Room Open: 12:30-4 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
Auction Preview: 12:30-4:00 p.m. RIVER BLUFF GYM
Members Auction: 4:30 p.m. RIVER BLUFF GYM (also online)
FRIDAY, JULY 15
Education Sessions: 9 a.m.-noon, 1-2:40 p.m. RIVER BLUFF
KidsView: 10 a.m.-noon, RIVER BLUFF
Annual Members Business Meeting: 3 p.m. RIVER BLUFF GYM
Members Social: 5-6:30 p.m. RIVER BLUFF Cafetorium
SATURDAY, JULY 16
Show & Sale move in: 7:30-9 a.m. RED WING ARMORY
Show & Sale: 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. (members only 9-10:30) ARMORY
“Potters Excursion 2022” Paddleboat Cruise: 6-8:30 p.m. LAKE CITY
Watch for updates in the Clay Connection e-mail, on the RWCS website, 
the of¿cial RWCS Facebook Page (not Facebook Chapter page) and in 
the Convention Supplement that will be mailed to all primary members 
in June. You will also ¿nd the schedule on the “In Any Event” app 
created by RWCS Member Craig Orcutt.

$40 PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 13
After that date, walk-in registration at Convention will be $50.

Following a full day of education, the Annual Members Business Meeting 
will be held in the gymnasium at River Bluff Education Center. Reports from 
the RWCS Board of Directors will be followed by Hall of Fame induction, 
a vote on Bylaw changes and RWCS Board of Directors election results. 
All members in good standing are welcome to attend. Members attending 
without a Convention badge will need to present a photo ID to con¿rm 
membership status.

The RWCS Show & Sale is always a highlight of CrockFest and a great 
opportunity to ¿nd that special piece before you head home. We will again 
serve donuts and coffee from Hanisch Bakery to registered attendees 
outside the Red Wing National Guard Armory while sellers are setting 
up inside.

“Potters Excursion 2022” will cap off the 45th Anniversary 
celebrations with a sunset dinner cruise from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on beautiful Lake Pepin. As of printing, a few 
tickets still remain; $35 per person includes the cruise 
and buffet dinner. Boarding the paddleboat “Pearl of the 
Lake” will begin at 6 p.m. on Saturday, July 16. There will 

be door prizes like the jug at right and a cash bar. 

 RWCS Apparel/Gear: Don’t miss the chance to pick up new items 
 for 2022! Anniversary T-shirts, Stoneware Company T-shirts and 

many other items will be available for purchase near Registration 
at River Bluff Education Center. Plus, all registered attendees 
will get a RWCS 45th Anniversary Pin (at left).

Volunteering: If you would like to help out for a couple hours during 
this year’s CrockFest, please e-mail Nancy Lambert at historian@
redwingcollectors.org. Opportunities include working the apparel table, 
helping to pass out donuts and coffee on Saturday, helping to load the 
trailer on Friday following the annual meeting, etc. If you are interested in 
helping with the Thursday night auction, please contact RWCS Auction 
Manager Dave Huisman at david@huismanauction.com.

Early Bird Drawing Winner: Congratulations to RWCS Member Peter 
Ullrich, member #3180, winner of a 2022 Special Commemorative. Peter’s 
name was randomly drawn from the list of members who ordered a 2022 
Commemorative by April 22. Congratulations, Peter!
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If you were a kid growing up in South Dakota or southwestern 
Minnesota sometime prior to 1966, odds are good that you spent 
more than a few hot summer nights seeking out the cooling relief 
of Langenfeld’s Ice Cream. Founded in Watertown, SD in 1918, 
Langenfeld’s was a popular treat in the upper Midwest for 50 years.

Born in Hampton, MN, in October of 1887, company founder Matt 
Langenfeld spent much of his early working life working at Co-Op 
Creameries in Minnesota. It was while serving as manager of the 
Co-Op Creamery in Belle Plaine, MN that he was given permission to 
manufacture and sell Langenfeld’s Ice Cream on his own time.

Langenfeld moved to Watertown, SD in 1917 and worked brieÀy at local 
Progressive Dairy before starting his own business in a rental building in 
uptown Watertown the following year, where he manufactured and sold 
Langenfeld’s Ice Cream and Lake City Butter at wholesale.

In late 1919 and 1920, he purchased land and a building located at 1st 

Avenue and 6th Street N.W., near Watertown’s 3rd Avenue bridge. The 
structure was well-suited for ice cream making, as it was previously 
used by Purity Ice Cream Company. The family lived upstairs and ice 
cream and butter were manufactured on the main level.

In the mid 1920s, Langenfeld entered into a partnership with his brother-
in-law, Matt Neisen. Together, they established the Marshall Ice Cream 
Company in Marshall, MN where they manufactured and distributed, at 
wholesale, ice cream under the Perfection Ice Cream label. 

Prior to becoming partners with Langenfeld, Matt Neisen owned 
and operated Neisen Dairy. Separate from the ice cream operation, 
Neisen operated the dairy with a partner, Paul Schwan, who bought 
out Neisen’s share in 1948. (If that name sounds familiar, it’s for good 
reason. Schwan’s son, Marvin, began the dairy’s home delivery service 
four years later, ultimately launching what has become a multi-billion 
dollar company in Schwan’s Food Service.)

In 1925, Matt Langenfeld purchased a building in uptown Watertown where 
the ice cream plant was located until it closed. In addition to ice cream and 
butter, milk was also bottled and sold at the uptown location. With business 
strong and orders picking up, he recruited family for help. He hired 
his brother, Nick, as the butter maker and sister, Gertrude, as of¿ce 
manager. This is likely the time frame that the company commissioned 
the Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. to make butter crocks bearing its 
name. Pictured below, the jars can be found in 3 lb. and 5 lb. sizes.

In 1946, Matt’s sons, Joe and John Langenfeld, purchased a plant in 
Mitchell, SD, where they manufactured and sold ice cream and bread. John 
later moved to Rapid City, SD and established a major distribution location.

Matt Langenfeld died in the spring of 1949, and after the death of 
partner Matt Neisen, the Langenfeld heirs purchased the Neisen 
heirs’ interest in the Marshall Ice Cream Company and the ice cream 
was then labeled as Langenfeld’s Perfection Ice Cream. At this point, 
Langenfeld’s manufactured ice cream in Watertown and Mitchell, SD 
and Marshall, MN, and operated major distribution locations in Rapid 
City, Aberdeen, Pierre, and Gettysburg, SD and Montevideo, MN.

In the early 1960s, the family 
consolidated ice cream 
manufacturing to the Mitchell plant, 
and used Watertown and Marshall 
as distribution centers. Sadly, 
depressed ice cream prices and 
reduced pro¿t margins forced the 
Langenfeld’s Ice Cream Company 
to sell its last pint in 1966 and the 
business was liquidated via auction.

The Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. made 
Langenfeld advertising butter crocks in 

5 lb. and 3 lb. sizes in the mid-1920s. The 
modern Red Wing Stoneware Co. also made 

reproductions, which are easily distinguishable. Photo 
courtesy of RWCS Members Mike & Mary Lynn Headrick.

Langenfeld’s Ice Cream & Da�y

Photo courtesy of Pictorial History of Codington County, South Dakota.
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ABOUT THE REDLIN ART CENTER
If a trip to the Watertown, SD area is in your 
future, a visit to the 52,000 sq. ft. Redlin Art 
Center is surely worth your time. Dedicated to the life and work of Terry Redlin, the 
museum’s gallery houses more than 160 of his original oil paintings. In addition to the 
Langenfeld Ice Cream Collection, other popular spaces and exhibits include a 30-acre 
Conservation Park, an Early Art Room that features Redlin’s work as a budding artist, 
a Photo Gallery, Sketch Room, three gift shops and the Comforts of Home Cabin – a 
recreation of the lakeside cabin featured in his “Comforts of Home” painting. 

Created by the Redlin family in 1997, the facility is celebrating its 25th anniversary this 
summer. The building and grounds are open to visitors year-round and admission is 
always free. Visit redlinart.com to plan your trip!
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THE REDLIN CONNECTION
Although closure was the ¿nal 
chapter for the business itself, 
the Langenfeld legacy lives on 
today thanks to famed artist 
Terry Redlin, whose prints occupy the walls of many Red Wing collectors’ homes. If you’ve ever noticed the 
Langenfeld logo included in one of Redlin’s nostalgic seasonal scenes and wondered why, it’s because he 
was born and raised in Watertown, SD and married into the Langenfeld family in 1956. His wife, Helene, was 
a granddaughter of company founder Matt Langenfeld. 

In homage to his wife’s family heritage, Redlin painted the Langenfeld Ice Cream logo into nine different 
paintings: Summertime (shown above), Above the Fruited Plain, Aroma of Fall, Autumn Traditions, Harvest 
Moon Ball, Hunter’s Haven, Morning Warm Up, Total Comfort, and Welcome to Paradise. All can be viewed at 
the Redlin Art Center in Watertown, SD.

THE LANGENFELD COLLECTION EXHIBIT
The most comprehensive collection of Langenfeld memorabilia in existence is located inside the Redlin Art 
Center’s Redlin Amphitheater. The collection was, in large part, the personal collection of Bob Wagner, Helene 
Langenfeld Redlin’s cousin. Bob’s father, “Pug” Wagner, was the ice cream maker at Langenfeld’s Ice Cream 
and Dairy. The collection includes everything from Langenfeld Ice Cream advertising signs all the way down 
to hand-written recipes from “Pug” himself. Wagner donated his collection to the Redlin Art Center in 2005 
and he continues to collect and share his love of “everything ice cream” with the museum today.

Other collectibles in the exhibit were donated by Helene’s uncle, John Langenfeld. The largest antique on 
display is an ornate soda fountain donated to the Redlin Art Center by Charles Redlin, Terry and Helene’s son.

Unless otherwise noted, all historical information and imagery on Langenfeld’s Ice Cream and Terry Redlin is 
provided courtesy of the Redlin Art Center. Thanks to RWCS Member Laura Beall for providing this story lead.

“Summertime” is one of nine different paintings in which artist Terry Redlin incorporated the Langenfeld’s Ice Cream logo.
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Ever since a Red Wing water cooler with diffused blue 
tint surfaced in Colorado in 2018, it’s been questioned 
whether there was some kind of connection between 
the Red Wing Union Stoneware Company and Denver’s 
Western Pottery Company. But the extent of that 
connection remained unclear until April, when the 
fascinating 10 gallon crock stamped with both companies’ 
ovals pictured at right and below was posted on the 
RWCS Facebook Chapter page.

Not to be confused with Western Stoneware of Monmouth, 
IL, Western Pottery Co. was the eventual successor to 
Denver’s Queen City Pottery Works. Queen City operated 
from 1892 to 1906, when it and a couple other Denver-
area potteries were absorbed by a pottery trust called the 
Western Pottery Manufacturing Company. The company 
shortened its name to Western Pottery Co. in 1919 and 
continued on until 1936, when it succumbed to the demise 
of the stoneware industry caused by refrigeration.

Thanks to a number of ¿ndings over the past few years – the 
most signi¿cant being the discovery of the crock pictured 
at right – it’s clear that the Western Pottery Co. placed a 
special order with Red Wing. The only thing we’re lacking 

at this point is 
some type of 
documentation 
from the 1920s 
or 30s, but all the 
evidence we have 
so far points to this 
being the case. Let’s 
take a closer look at 
the pieces known to 
date, and the clues that 
lead us to this conclusion.

10 GALLON STRAIGHT-

SIDED WATER COOLER w/BLUE TINT

In August 2018, RWCS Facebook Chapter Member Kristin Severin found an unsigned 
10 gallon straight-sided water cooler with diffused blue tint in a Denver suburb (see 
item #1 on opposite page). When she posted photos on Facebook, some collectors 
felt the Western Pottery Co. made it, because they were synonymous for making 
Ice Water coolers in the blue-tinted style. No one had ever seen a Red Wing version 
before; it usually limited the diffused blue tint application to small kitchenware items like 
Cherryband pitchers, refrigerator jars, Greek key bowls, etc.

However, strong evidence indicated that Red Wing made the cooler. First, the piece has the 
“Water Cooler” banner used by Red Wing. Second, RWCS Members Jeff & Paulette Floyd 
shared a photo of their blue-tinted 4 gallon Red Wing petal lid (item #2 at right), and RWCS 
Hall of Famer Dennis Nygaard, a longtime dump digger, con¿rmed ¿nding a blue-tinted 
petal lid shard in the “Pottery Road” portion of the Red Wing pottery dump. Despite being 
smaller than the 10 gallon blue-tinted cooler, the existence of the lid and shard pretty much 
con¿rmed that Red Wing made the cooler. Plus, the “10” on the cooler is identical to the 
stamp Red Wing used on 10 gallon crocks and Koverwates made during the same period.

The fact that the Red Wing cooler was discovered in the Denver area and was so close 
in style to Western Pottery Co.’s blue tinted Ice Waters indicated there was some kind of 
link between the two companies. Was Red Wing just trying to mimic Western Pottery’s 
popular style to gain some market share in Colorado? Or, was something else going on?

10 GALLON CROCK w/WESTERN POTTERY CO. OVAL

After Kristin posted the photo of her cooler, RWCS Member Lawrence Peterson of Larry’s 
Jugs posted the photo of item #3 on the opposite page – a 10 gallon crock marked with 
the Western Pottery Co. oval. The interesting characteristic of this piece is that it had 
the same numeral “10” stamp as the blue-tinted cooler. At the time, some people felt this 
proved that Western Pottery made the blue tint cooler. After all, the crock was signed by 
Western Pottery, and it looked a lot like the cooler. That’s hard to argue.

But as noted above, Red Wing also used the same “10”. One person commented that the 
shape of this crock looked like Red Wing, but at the time nobody was daring enough to 
actually come out and say that they believed Red Wing made it. That would have been 
crazy talk! But as it turns out, they would have been right. The double marked 10 gallon 
crock pictured here proves that.

Photos 
at left and

below courtesy of 
collector Chris Patrick.

Denver’s Western 
Pottery Co. Placed 
Special Order 
from Red Wing
Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski
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5 GALLON STRAIGHT-SIDED WATER COOLER w/BLUE TINT

In 2019, RWCS Member Dave Stone found a 5 gallon straight-sided 
cooler with blue tint at an antique shop in Fort Collins, CO (item #4 
above). In addition to having all the same attributes as the 10 gallon 
cooler found a year earlier, Red Wing is known to have made 5 gallon 
straight-sided water coolers decorated with a small wing.

ANOTHER 10 GALLON COOLER & MATCHING 5 GALLON LID

In early 2021, RWCS Member Scott Spompinato acquired the second 
10 gallon cooler in the photo (item #5) from an auction in Columbus, NE. 
Then a 5 gallon Red Wing bar-handled petal lid with blue tint (item #6) 
was sold at a Seeck Auction later in the year.

10 GALLON CROCK SIGNED BY BOTH COMPANIES TIES 

IT ALL TOGETHER

Collector Chris Patrick recently sparked a lot of buzz on the RWCS 
Facebook Chapter page when he posted a 10 gallon crock that he 
acquired from a Denver-area estate sale in April. Signed with both the 
“Western Pottery Co. Made in Denver” oval and the “Red Wing Union 
Stoneware Company” no. 8 oval, it was the ¿rst time collectors recall 
seeing such a piece. A few collectors suggested a fake stamp had been 
applied, but Chris con¿rmed that both ovals are under glaze and 
original to the piece.

After seeing the crock pictured on Facebook, RWCS member and longtime 
dump digger Austin Fjerestad reported that a shard stamped with the same 
Western Pottery Co. oval was found in the Red Wing pottery dump about 
15 years ago. Like the blue-tinted petal lid shard Dennis Nygaard found, 
this piece was found in the “Pottery Road” part of the dump, which primarily 
contains late Red Wing stoneware, early white ware and early dinnerware 
shards from the 1920s and 30s. Austin and several of the other collectors 
who frequently dig in Red Wing’s pottery dumps admit ¿nding shards 
of pieces made by competing potteries on occasion. But in this case, 
the combination of the shards, the 10 gallon crock stamped with both 
companies’ ovals and the pattern of these pieces being discovered in the 
Denver area proves that Red Wing made them.

Frankly, this double-stamped crock probably shouldn’t exist. When 
placing the order, Western Pottery Co. surely provided its own rubber 
stamp and likely requested that Red Wing not sign the pieces. However, 
something possessed a potter to stamp both company ovals on this 
piece. Whether it was a mistake or done intentionally, the fact that the 
crock was found in the Denver area implies it joined the other Red 
Wing-made pieces pictured above in the same train car destined for 
Colorado.

Along with the 10 gallon crock pictured on the opposite page, the four items 
pictured above and the two petal lids at right were part of the special order 
Red Wing filled for the Western Pottery Company of Denver, CO.

RED 

WING

w w w. r e d w i n g c o l l e c t o r s . o r g

The similar pieces pictured below were part of Western Pottery’s regular 
production line. Note the rims are more squared-off than Red Wing’s. Also, 
its Ice Waters had darker blue tinting than the Red Wing versions above.
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In addition to the button-knob lids 
pictured here, Western Pottery 
Co. also made bar-handled lids.

WESTERN

POTTERY

“Special Order” continued on page 14.
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“Special Order” continued on page 14.
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This series is designed to remedy the lack of published information about 
Gypsy Trail, Red Wing’s earliest full dinnerware line and the least familiar 

to collectors.

Romany Pottery
During World War II, pieces of Romany Pottery (Fig. 1) could be acquired by 
saving coupons included with PURASNOW Àour, a General Mills product. 
Marilyn and Terry had collected an 8-inch bowl (Fig. 2) that looked like it 
was Gypsy Trail Reed, but was not found in any of the Red Wing literature. 

Later, RWCS Charter Member Jim Norine and RWCS Member 
Mark Ebertowski provided Romany Pottery advertisements that 
answered some of the questions (Figs. 3 & 7). 

1

© Copyright 2022 RWCS Member Marilyn Moe and RWCS Hall of 
Famers Terry Moe & Larry Roschen. Photos by the authors and 
www.redwingdinnerware.com and used here with permssion.

LESS COMMON

CHAPTER 9: Romany Bowl & 

Hostess Ware Open BakeR

Each of the Romany Pottery items in Fig. 3 are clearly Red 
Wing Gypsy Trail pieces, except for the 8-inch turquoise bowl in 
the middle, which is referred to as a Vegetable Dish. To provide 
a clear look at the ad, we reconstructed it with items from our 
collection in the photo above. We duplicated the position of the 
items to match those in the ad, but in a few cases, we were 
unable to match the color because we didn’t own the color.

Historical truth is measured by probability. What is the 
probability that General Mills actually acquired 12 pottery items 
from Red Wing, but then ordered one more item from a different 
source that’s quite similar to the others? We rest our case; the 
turquoise bowl has to be Red Wing.

The color descriptions used in the ad are not those used by 
Red Wing, even though visually the glaze colors are the same. 
They refer to Orange as Flame Orange, and Turquoise is called 
Robin’s Egg Blue. Yellow is named SunÀower Yellow, and Royal 
Blue is coined Midnight Blue. Evidently, as the color substitution 
disclaimer shows, the wartime restriction of using uranium was 
already being felt in creating some of the glazes.

The Romany name 
was trademarked 
to General Mills in 
February 1937. By 
the way, according 
to the dictionary, 
Romany means 
“Gypsy”.

2

1

LESS COMMON
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#188 Open Baker 
(or Nappy) 
(7- and 8-inch diameters)
The Nappy (Figs. 4 & 5) 
was introduced in April 
1940 and last found in 
June 1942. The metal 
stand shown in Fig. 6 
was part of the Romany 
offering by General Mills. 
Referred to as an “Oven-
Proof Casserole with 
Smart Metal Stand”, the 
Romany advertisement 
at the bottom of the 
page (Fig. 7) pictures a 
7-inch Nappy with this 
stand, which is not a Red 
Wing product. Some 
of the 8-inch Nappies 
have advertising (Fig. 
8). Mulberry glaze was 
used on many of the 
advertising pieces, 
although it was not 
listed as a color in the 
brochures or Price Lists. 
The Nappies are not 
marked and are also 
often found as stoneware 
with sponge glazing 
(Figs. 9, 10 & 11). Fig. 
12 shows 8- and 7-inch 
Nappies along with an 
8-inch stoneware Nappy. 
Fig. 13 shows Vegetable 
Bowls and the Nappy 
together.

3 4 5
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Knowing some General Mills customers might not buy enough 
Àour to accumulate all the coupons needed, the Romany ad 
above states “If you choose, send half the coupons indicated 
and balance in cash on basis of one cent per coupon value.” A 
pair of salt & pepper shakers cost the least (48 coupons) while 
four cups & saucers cost the most (148 coupons). Prices are 
8 percent to 27 percent lower in the ad at the bottom of the 
page, except for three items that stayed the same.
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N1CE PL8
I was going through some of my older issues of the RWCS Newsletter 
and came across the June 2008 issue (at right). I thought, why not 
send you a picture of my personalized “RED WING” Wisconsin truck 
plate? I have had these plates for not quite one year. My wife and I really 
enjoy each and every issue of the newsletter! We are looking forward 
to Convention in July. Happy hunting!!!  -RWCS Member Jeff Penniston

Editor’s note: Great license plate, Jeff! That was a fun cover to put together. I remember getting some odd looks when I roamed 
the parking lot taking pictures at MidWinter that year…ha, I’m sure I didn’t look suspect at all. Good creativity by the member who used “NACL” from 

the Periodic Table of Elements to say “salt” glaze.

CARL’S CROCK
I found this piece about a year and a half ago in an antique 
store in southern Minnesota. A typical store, poorly lit and 
kind of cluttered, but I liked the looks of the crock. It had no 
chips or cracks and it’s well marked. There seemed to be 
something written in pencil on the bottom, but I didn’t think 
much of it. The storeowner was having a sale the day we 
stopped, with up to 25 percent off depending on the ticket 
you pulled from a jar. I was going to buy the crock anyway; 
she had a price of $80 on it. My wife Gayle pulled a 25% 
percent off ticket, but when we tried to pay, she said we 
could have it for $50. Done!

I really enjoy cleaning up our new pieces and was 
scrubbing it the next morning when I discovered it wasn’t 
something written pencil. It had been scratched in by someone at the pottery prior to 
¿ring. Holy smokes! The Tefft book describes these as “prohibitively rare”. I believe the 
name reads “Carl Kus”. The second line is de¿nitely “Red Wing, Minn”.

Even the blind squirrel ¿nds a nut. I’ve put it in front of a couple dealers, including 
Larry Peterson (RWCS Hall of Famer). They have all encouraged research into the 
employee records or census records, but I haven’t gotten anywhere with that. Is there 
any chance that you can verify that Carl did work there? Thank you!  -RWCS Member 
Mike Hughes

Editor’s note: Mike, oftentimes when I receive a request like this, I do some basic 
Google searching and end up disappointed with the lack of information I find. Then I 
turn to RWCS Member Jan Strike, who enjoys researching genealogy in her free time. 
She’s helped out with numerous requests in the past and she came through once 
again, providing the information below. Keep in mind, the “Ski” oval on your crock 
indicates it was made sometime between 1906 and 1909, which means Carl was 
anywhere between 15 and 19 years of age when the crock was made.

“Yes, Carl Gustave Kuss was employed at the pottery. Born July 29, 1890, Carl 
immigrated from Buchheim, Germany with his mother, Louisa in 1895. He is listed on 
the 1910 census for Red Wing as an employee of the pottery along with John Kuss, 
his stepfather. He’s also listed as a potter on both the 1920 census and his World War 
I draft registration card (pictured at right). He eventually married Anna E. Jagusch and 
moved to Minneapolis. The couple had four children. He and son, Eugene, were both 
listed in the 1940 census as air conditioning mechanics at McQuay Mfg. Carl died April 

28, 1975 at the age of 84. 

“Incidentally, I searched a bit about the ‘Kus’ name and it is supposed to be derived from ‘Markus’ in Germany. Sources say that Kus and Kuss 
were interchangeable in America, which could explain the single ‘s’ he used on the crock versus the ‘ss’ used in census records.”
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¿ring. Holy smokes! The Tefft book describes these as “prohibitively rare”. I believe the 
name reads “Carl Kus”. The second line is de¿nitely “Red Wing, Minn”.
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Larry Peterson (RWCS Hall of Famer). They have all encouraged research into the 
employee records or census records, but I haven’t gotten anywhere with that. Is there 
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Editor’s note: Mike, oftentimes when I receive a request like this, I do some basic 
Google searching and end up disappointed with the lack of information I find. Then I 
turn to RWCS Member Jan Strike, who enjoys researching genealogy in her free time. 
She’s helped out with numerous requests in the past and she came through once 
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indicates it was made sometime between 1906 and 1909, which means Carl was 
anywhere between 15 and 19 years of age when the crock was made.

“Yes, Carl Gustave Kuss was employed at the pottery. Born July 29, 1890, Carl 
immigrated from Buchheim, Germany with his mother, Louisa in 1895. He is listed on 
the 1910 census for Red Wing as an employee of the pottery along with John Kuss, 
his stepfather. He’s also listed as a potter on both the 1920 census and his World War 
I draft registration card (pictured at right). He eventually married Anna E. Jagusch and 
moved to Minneapolis. The couple had four children. He and son, Eugene, were both 
listed in the 1940 census as air conditioning mechanics at McQuay Mfg. Carl died April 

28, 1975 at the age of 84. 

“Incidentally, I searched a bit about the ‘Kus’ name and it is supposed to be derived from ‘Markus’ in Germany. Sources say that Kus and Kuss 
were interchangeable in America, which could explain the single ‘s’ he used on the crock versus the ‘ss’ used in census records.”
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A MOMENT IN TIME
Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

When RWCS Charter Member Carla Blondell 
O’Neill and her lifetime collection were featured 
in the January RWCS Newsletter, one thing was 
missing. Unfortunately Carla didn’t have any old 
photos from her collecting days. But shortly after 
that issue hit members’ mailboxes, RWCS Member 
Corrinne Reed posted the above photo on the 
RWCS Facebook Chapter page.

As Carla mentioned in the article, she co-owned 
the iconic Minnesota Stoneware bottom-signed 3 
gallon salt glaze parrot churn shown at right with her 
brother, Tom Blondell, well before it appeared in any 
of the Red Wing books. But in 1978, they received a 
strong offer for the churn. Tom wanted to sell it and 
Carla couldn’t afford to buy out his half. At the time, 
she had just moved into her ¿rst house.

As it turns out, the very moment that the piece 
changed hands was captured by someone in 
attendance at the 1978 RWCS Convention. Late 
RWCS Charter Member Roger Blohm was the lucky buyer. As Carla recalls, they sold it for $1,800 and her half of the proceeds covered the cost of a 
new roof for her home.

“I remember when it happened,” RWCS Hall of Famer Bonnie Tefft commented on the post. “I believe we all ‘gasped’ over the price paid. Cheap by 
today’s standards.”

Carla admits she wished she could have have kept the churn, but don’t feel too sorry for her. She ended up putting together one of the best 
collections of Red Wing stoneware animals ever assembled – a collection that sold for a small fortune when auctioned back in November.
Thanks to the unidentified photographer who captured the 
image and Corrinne Reed for posting it on Facebook.

WHAT IS IT?
I was helping some folks dispose of their father’s estate; 
he collected Village Green Dinnerware, Oomph Bakeware 
and Provincial Bakeware. This Red Wing item was also in 
his collection. They did not share his passion, so had no 
idea where he found it. I have never seen anything like it, 
have you? It is 9 1/2” inches high, widest diameter is 8” and 
has two 9/32” holes – one the top and one on the bottom. 
It is bottom marked! The font is a little different from most 
that I have seen. It is also impressed rather than raised. 
The glaze color is very similar to Village Green/Brown and 
Oomph.  -RWCS Member Jay Juergens

Editor’s note: Weird piece, Jay! I reached out to two longtime dinnerware collectors to get their thoughts, and both report that RWCS Hall of Famer Ray 
Reiss pictured an example on page 176 of Red Wing Art Pottery Two. He referred to it as a birdhouse or hanging Àowerpot.

RWCS Hall of Famer Larry Roschen feels the opening is too large for a birdhouse. “Perhaps it’s a bird feeder, but my guess would be a hanging planter 
for vine-type plants that can hang out of the opening,” he says.

On the other hand, RWCS Member Dennis Cayler thinks it’s a hanging birdhouse that lacked a spot to install a dowel rod for birds to perch at the 
opening. “The wide opening would allow a variety of birds to seek it as a home for an expanding family, “ he notes. “But surely it could be used both as 
a bird house or Àower pot depending on the user`s intent.”

Whatever it was intended to be, it probably wasn’t a big seller, or else we’d see pieces like it more often.

Do you have something to share with fellow RWCS Members? Send your Letter to the Editor to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org for publication in a future issue.

w w w. r e d w i n g c o l l e c t o r s . o r g

Above left: The parrot churn changing hands at the 1978 RWCS Convention. From left to right: RWCS 
Charter Member Roger Blohm; his wife, Doris; Tom Blondell and a young RWCS Charter Member Carla 
Blondell-O’Neill accepting the payment. Above right: Carla poses with two of her favorite pieces before her 
collection sold at auction last autumn.
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C L A S S I F I E D S

RED WING FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Collection of 7 “Patent Applied For” 
(PAF) stamped Red Wing crocks sized 8-30 gallons 
featured in the Dec. 2008 RWCS Newsletter. 
(Six in great condition, one with damage to non-
stamped lug.) $2500; will not split up. Unaware 
of any smaller crocks carrying the PAF stamp, so 
it’s likely a complete set. Want to sell by July 15.  
Please contact Brad Booth at 419-512-3865 or 
evboo1481@gmail.com for photos and more info.

FOR SALE: 40 & 30 gallon Red Wing crocks (both 
damaged) and 30 gallon Blue Ribbon Buckeye crock 
(good condition). $1,000; will not separate. Contact 
stevenpabbott@hotmail.com or 712-330-2324. 
Located in NW Iowa.

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: 5-inch Royal Blue REED mixing bowl; 
Pelican Ash Receiver #880 Matt Burgundy glaze; 
Magnolia Group shape No. 1020 Pitcher, 1027, 1216, 
1234 Vases and 1032 Plate in Oxblood (burgundy) 
glaze. Contact Jay at jayjuergens@mac.com or 
952-881-1676. Hoping to hear from you!  11/22

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Washington, 
Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, and Utah. WILL PAY 
TOP DOLLAR FOR RED WING pieces from Wyoming. 
Always looking for other rare and unique items. Contact 
Trevor at tstephe4@gmail.com or 541-480-3016.  3/24

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, and 
colors of Michigan advertising. If you have a piece 
just sitting around not getting the love like it use to 
anymore, let’s change that! Call or text Eric at 
906-282-1180 or e-mail edeyaert@mtu.edu.  8/22

WANTED: Red Wing “D.K. Lundberg” advertising 
bean pot with “See you tomorrow” saying. Call or 
text Clint at 414-416-2401. 11/22

WANTED: I’m a life long Montanan working hard to 
improve my collection of Montana, Idaho and Wyoming 
stoneware. If you happen to have, or know somebody 
that has an example, PLEASE let me know and let’s 
talk! I promise you won’t regret it! Call or text 406-788-
7851, e-mail me at sawtooth5150@gmail.com, or drop 
a note to Skyland Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 3/24

WANTED: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any 
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye Excelsior Springs 
bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 qt Macomb Excelsior Springs 
bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red Wing advertising 
bailed jugs. Contact Larry at grn57tr@gmail.com 
or 816-898-9260.

WANTED: Will pay strong price for RW bean pot 
with Westby, Wis. advertising. Contact Rich at 608-
617-7424 or repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org.

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North 
Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too. The 
more rare the better! Will pay top $$ for the right 
pieces. Contact beehive@polarcomm.com or 
701-270-0242.

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Omaha and 
Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs – 
Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque. Still 
looking for mini & salesman sample Àower pots in 
any colors, too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or
402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing salt glaze salesman sample 
crocks, and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline vase. 
Contact Rick at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org 

or 414-416-WING.

A D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a ¿rst-come, 
¿rst-served basis. In addition to appearing in the 
newsletter, classi¿eds and display ads are posted 
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS
Display Ad Size		  Ad Rate
Full page 			   $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 275
1/4 page 			   150

1/8 page			   85
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions
Full Page 			   8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 			   4 x 5.25
1/8 page 			   4 x 2.125
Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or 
PDF ¿le. There is an additional 10 percent fee for 
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).
DEADLINES
Issue      	      Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25	     Nov. 15	     Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10	     Feb. 1	      March 15
May               April 10      April 1         May 15
September    Aug. 1	      July 25      Sept. 1
November	    Oct. 1	      Sept. 25    Nov. 1

EDITOR ADDRESS
E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to: 
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072. 
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with 
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

Unless documentation from the order ever surfaces, we might never know 
exactly when or why Western Pottery Co. commissioned Red Wing to 
make these pieces. However, we have some theories.

The Western Pottery Co. was in business from 1919-1936. The Red Wing 
Union Stoneware Co. no. 8 oval on the crock likely dates to the 1930s, 
according to Red Wing Potters & Their Wares by RWCS Hall of Famers 
Gary & Bonnie Tefft. This 1930-1936 production window aligns with the 
estimated timeframe that Red Wing used the Pottery Road portion of the 
dump where the shard was found.

So that gives us an idea of the timing, but why did Western Pottery place 
the order in the ¿rst place? The most likely reason is that something 
prohibited it from ful¿lling orders itself, such as a labor issue or a problem at 
the factory. Some extensive historical research and an inquiry with History 
Colorado, the state’s historical society, turned up one plausible possibility: 
Western Pottery upgraded the plant’s electrical power in 1929. If the plant 
had to brieÀy halt production at that time, and if Red Wing started using its 

no. 8 oval as early as 1929, this could be the reason for the order.

Another possibility is that Western Pottery was nearing its end 
in 1936, and leaders decided that outsourcing would be the 

most cost-effective way to ¿ll outstanding orders. According to a Denver 
newspaper ad from the day, customers could ¿nd Western Pottery’s 
wares at local hardware stores, department stores, grocers and china 
merchants. Not wanting to leave their longtime customers hanging, 
perhaps they asked Red Wing for assistance in ¿lling one ¿nal order with 
items that closely resembled its line of wares. This could also explain 
how the 10 gallon crock with both company markings snuck through. 
If Western Pottery was going out of business anyway, it wouldn’t really 
matter if it sold a piece with a distant competitor’s name on it.

Whatever the case, there have to be more of these special order pieces 
out there. If there’s a 4 gallon blue-tinted Red Wing lid, conventional 
wisdom tells us Red Wing must have made a 4 gallon cooler. Maybe it 
even produced a few in other sizes, like 8, 6, 3 and even 2 gallons. Just 
the thought of a blue-tinted Red Wing 2 gallon water cooler should get the 
blood pumping for all you 2 gallon cooler collectors out there. Red Wing 
certainly would have made crocks for Western Pottery in sizes other than 
10 gallons, as well.

If you’re aware of other pieces that Red Wing might have made for Denver’s 
Western Pottery Co., please send photos to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org 
for publication in a future issue. Thanks to RWCS Member Jan Strike for her help 
in researching Western Pottery Co. history.

“Special Order” continued from page 9.
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Red Wing Stoneware, Pottery & Dinnerware

AUCTIONS

10 a.m. Tuesday, July 12, 2022
The Bluffs Bar & Grill
(Across the bridge from Red Wing)

N1833 785th St., Hager City, WI

10 a.m. Wednesday, July 13, 2022
The Bluffs Bar & Grill

N1833 785th St., Hager City, WI

HOUGHTON’S AUCTION SERVICE • 2641 Goldfinch LN Red Wing, MN 55066
651-764-4285  • www.houghtonauctions.com

RW CROCKS; SALT GLAZE 
CROCKS; ELEPHANT EAR 
CROCKS; RW CHURNS; ADV 
BUTTER CROCKS; SHOULDER 
JUGS; PITCHERS-CATTAIL, CHERRY 
BAND, TRANSPORTATION, SAFFRON 
WARE, SPONGEWARE; RED & BLUE 
BANDED BOWLS; GREEK KEY; BEATER 
JARS; PACKING JARS; ADV BEAN 
POTS; BEER MUGS; ASH RECEIVERS; 
BRUSHWARE; RUMRILL; ASSRT OF 
ART POTTERY; COMMEMORATIVES, PLUS MORE. CATALOGS 
AVAILABLE JUNE 1st - SEND $5 CHECK FOR COMPLETE LISTING.

MINI JUGS W/ADV; LUNCH HOUR 
PCS.; BIRCH LEAF BEEHIVES; 
ADV JUGS; CHERRY BAND PITCHERS W/
ADV; SPONGEWARE W/ADV; HAMM’S PCS.; 
BRUSHWARE; SAFFRON PITCHER W/ADV.; SALT 
GLAZE; RW JUGS W/ADV.; RW CROCKS; WATER 
COOLER; JUGS; ELEPHANT EAR CROCKS; PLUS 
MORE. OWNERS: RUSS & SUSAN JOHNSON. 
CATALOGS AVAILABLE JUNE 1st - SEND $5 CHECK 
FOR COMPLETE LISTING. SEE WEBSITE FOR 
MORE PICTURES OF EACH AUCTION.
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 LIVING ESTATE AUCTION

Over 250 pieces of
Red Wing Stoneware!

 Saturday, Aug. 27 • Seward, NE
Including: Pantry jars, Ice Water 
coolers, churns, Water Coolers, 40 & 
30 gal crocks, Mason jars, salt glaze, 
advertising beater jars, pitchers, butter 
crocks, advertising rolling pins, Blue & 
White, plus much, much more. Watch 
our website for photos and more 
information: www.wanserauction.com.

Auctioneer Larry Wanser

PO Box 811 • O’Neill, NE 68763
Phone: 402-336-1153

Gail Peck ’s
stoneware sale
— CONVENTION WEEK IN RED WING, MN —

Consisting of Red Wing, 
Blue/White & miscellaneous 

stoneware in addition to
Red Wing memorabilia

After 28 years of showing and selling 
at the Super 8 Motel during the

RWCS Annual Convention, I will join the 
Pottery Museum parking lot sellers this year.

I also plan to attend the RWCS Show & Sale
on Saturday, July 16th at the Red Wing Armory, 

where I will have many additional items
on display and for sale.

SEE YOU There!

Red Wing Stoneware, Pottery & Dinnerware

AUCTIONS

10 a.m. Tuesday, July 12, 2022
The Bluffs Bar & Grill
(Across the bridge from Red Wing)

N1833 785th St., Hager City, WI

10 a.m. Wednesday, July 13, 2022
The Bluffs Bar & Grill

N1833 785th St., Hager City, WI

HOUGHTON’S AUCTION SERVICE • 2641 Goldfinch LN Red Wing, MN 55066
651-764-4285  • www.houghtonauctions.com

RW CROCKS; SALT GLAZE 
CROCKS; ELEPHANT EAR 
CROCKS; RW CHURNS; ADV 
BUTTER CROCKS; SHOULDER 
JUGS; PITCHERS-CATTAIL, CHERRY 
BAND, TRANSPORTATION, SAFFRON 
WARE, SPONGEWARE; RED & BLUE 
BANDED BOWLS; GREEK KEY; BEATER 
JARS; PACKING JARS; ADV BEAN 
POTS; BEER MUGS; ASH RECEIVERS; 
BRUSHWARE; RUMRILL; ASSRT OF 
ART POTTERY; COMMEMORATIVES, PLUS MORE. CATALOGS 
AVAILABLE JUNE 1st - SEND $5 CHECK FOR COMPLETE LISTING.

MINI JUGS W/ADV; LUNCH HOUR 
PCS.; BIRCH LEAF BEEHIVES; 
ADV JUGS; CHERRY BAND PITCHERS W/
ADV; SPONGEWARE W/ADV; HAMM’S PCS.; 
BRUSHWARE; SAFFRON PITCHER W/ADV.; SALT 
GLAZE; RW JUGS W/ADV.; RW CROCKS; WATER 
COOLER; JUGS; ELEPHANT EAR CROCKS; PLUS 
MORE. OWNERS: RUSS & SUSAN JOHNSON. 
CATALOGS AVAILABLE JUNE 1st - SEND $5 CHECK 
FOR COMPLETE LISTING. SEE WEBSITE FOR 
MORE PICTURES OF EACH AUCTION.
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 LIVING ESTATE AUCTION

Over 250 pieces of
Red Wing Stoneware!

 Saturday, Aug. 27 • Seward, NE
Including: Pantry jars, Ice Water 
coolers, churns, Water Coolers, 40 & 
30 gal crocks, Mason jars, salt glaze, 
advertising beater jars, pitchers, butter 
crocks, advertising rolling pins, Blue & 
White, plus much, much more. Watch 
our website for photos and more 
information: www.wanserauction.com.

Auctioneer Larry Wanser

PO Box 811 • O’Neill, NE 68763
Phone: 402-336-1153

Gail Peck ’s
stoneware sale
— CONVENTION WEEK IN RED WING, MN —

Consisting of Red Wing, 
Blue/White & miscellaneous 

stoneware in addition to
Red Wing memorabilia

After 28 years of showing and selling 
at the Super 8 Motel during the

RWCS Annual Convention, I will join the 
Pottery Museum parking lot sellers this year.

I also plan to attend the RWCS Show & Sale
on Saturday, July 16th at the Red Wing Armory, 

where I will have many additional items
on display and for sale.

SEE YOU There!
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NEW BOOK PROVIDES IN-DEPTH LOOK AT MACOMB POTTERIES
Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski  Photos courtesy of Chris Jonus

Most collectors have a passion for the items they’ve 
accrued, but every once in awhile you’ll meet a 
person who has a gift for igniting that passion 
in others. When listening to longtime Macomb 
Stoneware collector Chris Jonus give the keynote 
address at the 2022 RWCS MidWinter Event back in 
February, it was clear that he’s one of those people.

Chris recently released Macomb, Ill’s Potteries & 
Stoneware: A Pictorial History and Reference Guide 
– an incredibly comprehensive review of Macomb’s 
clay industry and the 18 potteries that operated there 
between 1872 and 1942. Spanning 462 pages, the 
book pictures hundreds of examples of stoneware 
and plenty of historical information to back it up.

Chris acquired his ¿rst piece of stoneware from 
a farm auction in Bushnell, IL around 1990, and 
was quickly hooked on Macomb due to this 
appreciation of the locality and variety of the wares 
he encountered. Within a couple of years, he was 
looking for a good reference book to quench his 
thirst for knowledge on Macomb, but came up empty. 
That’s when he got the idea to write one himself.

“I started collecting information, pictures and other 
miscellaneous information for a long time before 
I started to organize it all,” he explains. “Some 20 
years later and at the start of COVID, I started it for 
real. It took about two years to complete.”

Chris continued uncovering new information to include 
in his book even as his targeted September 2021 print 
date approached. This caused him to delay it by a 
few months, but the extra 100 or so pages it added 
was well worth the wait. Materials covered include:

• Photos of Macomb crocks, jugs, churns, water 
coolers, kitchenware, animals, merchant 
advertising, political advertising, Lunch Hour 
items, salesman samples, Àowers pots, garden 
ware, decoys, sewer tiles and bricks.

• Newspaper and industry trade articles, historical 
imagery and plot maps dating back to the 1870s.

• Company catalogs, letterheads, patent drawings 
and newspaper ads.

Aside from ¿nding the time to work on the project, Chris 
says the biggest challenge of producing the book was 
¿nding the best way to organize all the information 
he collected and documented over the years.

“Literally thousands of pictures had to be sorted and 
cataloged,” he says. “So many markings that I had 
pictures of, so many pieces of paper with random 
notes and research that I had to make heads or tails 
out of. Once that was done, the layout was the most 
important thing to me. The book had to feel good. As a 
result, I printed several copies along the way to review 
the Àow and look to be like what I had imagined.”

Chris has about 150 pieces of Macomb stoneware in 
his collection; most items are salt glaze, but he also 
has one of each marking from Macomb, minus two 
or three examples. Although several of his pieces 
are pictured in the book, many are owned by other 
collectors, such as the incredible J. Pech & Sons 
presentation jug pictured at right.

Chris says his book never would have come to fruition 
if it weren’t for the many collectors who shared their 
knowledge over the years and invited him into their 
homes to view and photograph their collections.

“I will never be able to list everyone who helped, 
but some that come to mind are Eva Mounce, Larry 
Naslund, Jim O’Hare, Chuck McDaniel and Gerry 
Reeves,” he lists. “I talked with so many back in 
those days, it was enlightening for a young collector 
to be involved with some of the original Illinois 
collectors. I learned a ton from those folks, as well as 
so many new folks in recent years.”

Wish you had attended Chris’ presentation at 
MidWinter? Fear not. He’s giving the keynote 
address at the 45th Annual RWCS CrockFest 
Convention at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, July 14 in the 
cafetorium at Red Wing’s River Bluff School.

Macomb, Ill’s Potteries & 
Stoneware: A Pictorial History 
and Reference Guide 
By Chris Jonus. 462 pages 
Cost: $133.45 (includes shipping)  
To order: Visit www.blurb.com/
search/site_search and enter 
“Macomb Pottery” into the search 
bar. Chris will also have signed 
copies available for purchase 
following his keynote presentation.
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