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Primary membership in the Red Wing Collectors Society is $55 annually; 
associate membership is $15. There must be at least one primary member 
per household in order to have an associate membership. Members can 
pay for up to two years when renewing their membership. Contact the 
RWCS Business Of¿ce for additional details.

The Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter is published ¿ve times a year by the 
Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. 240 Harrison St. • Unit #3 • Red Wing, MN 55066
Phone: 651-388-4004 • Fax: 651-388-4042 • www.redwingcollectors.org

Postmaster: Send address change to: Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter 
PO Box 50 • Red Wing, MN 55066. • USPS 015-791; ISSN 1096-1259.

Copyright © 2025 by the Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The Red Wing� Collectors Society, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of 
articles submitted by individual members.

RWCS CONTACTS

BUSINESS OFFICE
PO Box 50 • 240 Harrison St. • Unit #3
Red Wing, MN 55066-0050 • www.redwingcollectors.org
651-388-4004 (call or text)	         
MEMBER SERVICES MANAGER: VACANT
membership@redwingcollectors.org      

			             
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR: Rick Natynski
PO Box 198 • Pewaukee, WI 53072
414-416-WING (9464) • newsletter@redwingcollectors.org
			             
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: JEFF FLOYD
630-301-1174 • president@redwingcollectors.org

Vice President: RUSSA ROBINSON
1970 Bowman Rd. • Stockton, CA 95206
209-463-5179 • vicepresident@redwingcollectors.org

Secretary: Angela Shefveland
816-456-2524 • secretary@redwingcollectors.org

Interim Treasurer: TREVOR STEPHENS
541-480-3016 • treasurer@redwingcollectors.org

Historian: NANCY LAMBERT
785-691-7213 • historian@redwingcollectors.org

Representative at Large: DOUG PERKINS
701-326-4263 • repatlargewest@redwingcollectors.org

Representative at Large: CHRIS TINCHER
1231 S City View Ct. • Wichita, KS 67235
316-708-5272 • repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org

Auction Manager: Dave Huisman
PO Box 2705 • Payson, AZ 85541
916-996-3584 • auction@redwingcollectors.org

Commemorative Manager: BOB MORAWSKI
262-853-8269 • commemorative@redwingcollectors.org

Education Manager: Aarika Floyd
630-301-1184 • education@redwingcollectors.org
	

Event Support Personnel
Pre-registration: LUKE WEGNER
651-388-4004 • luke.wegner@redwingcollectors.org      

Show & Sale: GAIL & MERV PECK
402-721-5721 • gpeck1@neb.rr.com

2025 Display Room: VACANT
membership@redwingcollectors.org

KidsView & Young Collectors:  	   
WENDY CALLICOAT  wendy@sarcoxienursery.com
SUE JONES TAGLIAPIETRA  jeffsue@chorus.net

news briefs

48th RWCS CROCKFEST JULY 10-12
This issue covers a great deal of info about the 2025 CrockFest Convention, which will be 
held July 10-12 in pretty Red Wing, MN. Registration, Commemorative order, Show & Sale 
vendor and Auction submission forms are all included, as is an article on pg. 4. In addition to 
the RWCS Commemorative, members can order a special RWCS Albany slip scratch mini 
jug. This year, a Rock N’ Tailgate on Friday night will feature food, music and fun. We can’t 
wait to see you at CrockFest – the biggest stoneware & pottery festival of the year!

RWCS TO HIRE NEW MEMBER SERVICES MANAGER
Back in January, I regrettably announced on the RWCS Facebook page that Member Services 
Manager Angie DeGreeff had submitted her resignation. We thank Angie for her contributions 
to the club and wish her the best in the future. Since then, we’ve been working hard to ¿nd 
a replacement for this part-time position, which averages about 20 hours per week. I believe 
we’re close to selecting a candidate to serve in this role, so we’ll be sure to provide an update 
as soon as there is news to share.

In the meantime, a big thanks goes out to Luke Wegner, who handled registration at MidWinter 
and has been putting in extra time at the business of¿ce to help with member renewals and 
questions. Please contact me directly if you have any questions. -RWCS President Jeff Floyd

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT NEEDED FOR SOCIAL 

MEDIA, DISPLAY ROOM AND APPAREL SALES
A big thanks goes out to RWCS Hall of Famer Wendy Callicoat, who has handled the club’s 
social media presence on Facebook for the past two years. Wendy did a commendable job 
with everything and we really appreciate all the time she put into publicizing the RWCS. She 
decided to step down from the role after MidWinter, so we’re looking for someone to help 
going forward. If you enjoy posting creative announcements on Facebook, this would be a 
great way to help your favorite pottery club.

We’re also still seeking support for the Display Room and RWCS apparel sales at CrockFest. 
Neither of these roles require time outside of CrockFest. Between set-up, voting hours and 
removal, the Display Room requires a commitment of about 11 hours between Wednesday 
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RWCS CrockFest

4:30-9pm July 11, 2025

 Buy your tickets when registering for
CrockFest and save $10! Proceeds 

to benefit the RWCS.

About the Cover

w w w. r e d w i n g c o l l e c t o r s . o r g

3

and Friday of Convention Week, and the apparel sales table is only open for two 4-hour shifts – 
one on Thursday and one on Friday. Many hands make light work, so we’d love for our chapters 
to step up and assist with these projects. With enough volunteers helping out, each person would 
only have to give an hour or two of their time. Please contact RWCS President Jeff Floyd if you 
can help in any of these areas. Thank you!

RWCS AUCTION UPDATE
Happy Spring, fellow collectors! Those of you who attended MidWinter in Des Moines can attest 
how awesome it was. Great room sales. Lots of Red Wing items for sale. The Saturday auction 
was superb with some exceptional Red Wing pieces. Salt glaze and Elephant Ear items seemed 
to be the hottest, but everything seemed to be selling well.

In only a few months, we’ll meet at CrockFest in Red Wing. We are already hearing from members 
who are planning to submit items for the Thursday RWCS Auction. It is not too early to look at 
your collection and think about what you would like to put into the auction. We will open the online 
submission page around April 1 and will take submissions until May 30.

This year we are making a few small changes. First, you will NOT be noti¿ed of your item’s lot 
number. You will only be noti¿ed if your item is not accepted. Also, the cataloged lot order will be 
determined by the order in which items are submitted. If you wait until late in May to submit your 
item, it will probably be near the end of the auction. So, submit early!

You’re welcome to submit multiple lots, as we will accept more than one item per person. Please 
send no more than two pictures per item. We are also interested in helping members sell partial 
or even complete collections. Between the CrockFest and MidWinter auctions, we have two great 
venues to help you sell your collections.

If you have any questions regarding items or submissions, please do not hesitate to e-mail me at 
auction@redwingcollectors.org or call me at 916-996-3584. 
					            -RWCS Auction Manager Dave Huisman

WEBSITE COMMITTEE PROGRESS REPORT
The RWCS Website Committee has been meeting almost weekly for the better part of a year 
with a goal of launching a redesigned website later this summer. The goal is to employ a fresh, 
easy-to-navigate design, new content and educational videos to make the site a more valuable 
resource for both current and prospective members alike. We’re also integrating a function that 
allows member to change their passwords themselves.  

The committee includes RWCS members Wendy Callicoat, Luke Wegner, Rick Natynski, Russa 
Robinson, Craig Orcutt, Mike Orgler and me. In addition to our webmaster, Jerry Gapinski, we 
recently signed on with a Red Wing-based web developer, Beau Brewer Digital, to expedite the 
process and to ensure a professional look and feel.

To date, most of our webmaster’s time has been spent upgrading very old software, making changes 
to old programming methods, and splitting our site on to two servers, all to take advantage of new 
software features, while the committee has focused on design and content. The new site will be 
implemented in sections, so while it will start out slow, it will change quickly as we move forward.  

Craig Orcutt has spent a lot of time remastering videos of past 
educational sessions to make them accessible directly from our website. 
Scan the QR code at left to check out the wonderful presentation late 
RWCS Hall of Famer Helen Bell gave back in 2003 about growing up 
around the Red Wing Potteries. If you have questions about the new 
website, e-mail me at redwingr@gmail.com. Thanks! 
	  -RWCS Hall of Famer and Web Committee Chair Paul Wichert

F O O D  •  M U S I C  •  F U N
Tickets: $30 in advance / $40 after June 13 

Dinner starts at 5 p.m.
Beer Garden open 5-8:30 p.m.

Rock & Roll runs 5:30-8:45 p.m.

Any hand-turned Red Wing jug with merchant 
advertising is a desirable piece. But a 3 gallon 
beehive jug with Albany slip on top and the capacity 
numeral stamped at the bottom makes this Louis Abel 
advertising jug different on many levels. And “different” 
is what collectors like.
As you’ll read on pg. 7, the address on this jug dates 
its creation from 1904 to 1910. Per the Red Wing 
Potteries Ledger, Louis Abel placed only one order 
for 3 gallon jugs on Oct. 3, 1908. That means the 
jug either originated from that order, or was made 
before the very ¿rst merchant order was recorded 
in the Ledger in June 1906. The address on the all 
zinc variation above indicates it was ordered between 
March 23, 1914 and 1915 since it doesn’t appear in 
the Ledger. Thanks to RWCS Member Gary Tyc for 
sharing his photo of these impressive jugs.

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2025



4

Spring is here, which tells me July is right around the corner. July means we all go to Red Wing to attend CrockFest, and particularly KidsView. 
KidsView Co-Chair Wendy Callicoat and I are planning a fun-¿lled seminar for you kids. Especially exciting is that we have RWCS Member Sheldon 
Bohnhoff from North Dakota set to share his love of Red Wing mini jugs with you. Sheldon has collected for years, and you will ¿nd his collection 
very interesting. Plus, Sheldon is just a really nice guy and really knows his stuff! Be prepared to ask a lot of questions.

Our hands-on activity will be so much fun. We will try our hand at making a miniature. There will be several examples of stoneware, art pottery and 
dinnerware to give you some ideas. Of course, we’re also excited about the annual KidsView Show & Sale. We are forever thankful to the RWCS 

membership for its generosity in donating so many pieces for you to buy with the Red Wing Bucks we hand out.

Wendy and I are looking forward to seeing all of the returning kids and hearing about their year. Of course, it is also exciting to meet new 
kids and see their excitement. Our returning participants are always so helpful and inviting to the new ones, which we really enjoy. Take 
care over the next few months. We can’t wait until July!  -RWCS Hall of Famer & KidsView Co-Chair Sue Jones Tagliapietra

Vice PRESIDENT’S CORNER

MidWinter was a Blast!

The 2025 MidWinter event is in the books, 
and I’m still looking back with fond memories. 
A huge “thank you” to goes out to MidWinter 
Co-Chairs Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher, 
and a fabulous team of volunteers for putting 
together a super event. There was a lot of 
socializing between friends old and new, and 
everyone looked to have a great time. Many 
quality pieces changed hands from sellers 
to buyers via room sales and the return of 
the MidWinter Show & Sale on Thursday 
afternoon. It was well received by attendees 
and sellers reported good sales, so it sounds 
like it will be back at MidWinter next year. The RWCS Iowa Chapter put on 
a fantastic welcome reception on Thursday right after the Show & Sale, 
and reported even higher attendance than normal, which is fantastic.

Another big “thank you” goes to our educational presenters. RWCS 
Member Mark Wiseman gave a great talk about digging Iowa stoneware 
pottery dumps. In honor of 2025 being the Pottery Museum of Red Wing’s 
25th anniversary, it had two presentations. The RWCS Foundation provided 
a roundtable update on the museum and its future endeavors, and RWCS 
Member Dave Kuffel discussed all of the major steps that brought the 
museum to fruition, and how far the museum has come since opening 
in 2001. Keynote presenter Dave Ohrt, who played an integral role in 
producing TV’s American Pickers for 10 years, provided a lot of insight 
into the show’s production and answered many questions from attendees.

RWCS Member Matt Lahr of Harry Lahr Auctions called Saturday’s 
MidWinter Auction, and he knocked it out of the park, again! We thank him 
and his wife Lisa for their support. The auction was a resounding success 
for the consignors, and it made MidWinter a ¿nancial win for the RWCS!

CrockFest is Coming!

We hope to see you at the 48th annual CrockFest Convention in July! 
Although the event of¿cially begins on Thursday, July 10, there are always 
good reasons to arrive in town early, like the early bird getting some of the 
best pottery. Plus, there are numerous events taking place early in the 
week – one of which will be brand new this year! I’m excited to announce 

that the RWCS Golden State Chapter 
is hosting a Brandy Alexander Mixer at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, July 8 for everyone who’s volunteering at CrockFest this 
year, or interested in volunteering. Anyone who has volunteered within the 
past two years is also invited. If this describes you, please plan to arrive in 
Red Wing early to take advantage of this very special opportunity. Come 
enjoy Dr. Nelson’s famous Brandy Alexanders, meet other collectors and 
¿nd out how you can get more involved in the RWCS. Bring a chair and stay 
a while! Many of us have made long-lasting friendships while volunteering 
at Convention. It’s a truly rewarding experience, and we want the tradition to 
continue. The location is TBD, so stay tuned for more info! (We’ll also have 
non-alcoholic refreshments available.)

Another great reason to arrive at CrockFest early is that the Pottery Museum 
of Red Wing will celebrate its 25th anniversary with a special champagne 
toast at 5 p.m. Wednesday, July 9 to be followed by their always enjoyable 
evening reception. You won’t want to miss it! Contact the museum at 651-
327-2220 for info on how to help during that special event.

In other CrockFest news, RWCS Auction Manager Dave Huisman will open the 
auction’s online submission page very soon! The of¿cial Thursday CrockFest 
Auction is one of the club’s main fundraisers. Quality items continue to bring 
strong prices, so please support the club by consigning good items that 
fellow collectors can bid to great heights! Have questions? Dave’s contact 
info is printed on pg. 2, and in the auction submission form on pg. 13.

Also be sure to support the club by ordering the 2025 RWCS 
Commemorative, which is another vital revenue source. In addition to the 
annual Commemorative, you can also order a 2025 RWCS Albany slip 
scratch mini jug. They can be picked up at CrockFest from Thursday through 
Saturday, or mailed to your home. See the registration form for details! 

RWCS Education Manager Aarika Floyd already has some great speakers 
lined up for Friday’s education program, but she’s still looking for more. If 
you’re interested, drop her a line. Friday’s Lunch & Learn segment is back, 
and if you’d like to order boxed lunches for the event, you can do so on 
the registration form included with this issue. Information about all sessions, 
including the keynote presentation, will be covered in the May newsletter.

Finally, RWCS Representatives at Large Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher will 
follow up the success of last year’s ROCK N’ LUAU event with a ROCK N’ 
TAILGATE, which will follow the Annual Business Meeting on Friday. Be 
sure to register by the June 13 deadline to secure the lowest price.

KIDSVIEW 2025: MINI JUGS = BIG  EXCITEMENT

Russa Robinson
RWCS Vice President

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2025



Red Wing Collectors Society
2021-2024 Results (2025 Budget TBD)

Revenues		  2021 Actual       2022 Actual       2023 Actual       2024 Actual  

General & Admin              $68,896               $63,587             $69,017 	 $59,843
Convention		         27,549	       30,444 	     58,768	   45,074
Commemorative	      118,415	     108,353	     84,613	   76,286 
Auction     	                      17,850 	       18,112	     44,645 =	   88,597=k

MidWinter	                        5,336	       10,773	     78,472 =	   14,510k

RWCS GEAR		           1,832	         2,106	       3,113	     2,461
Youth		           2,947	                0	        1,320	        750                                                                                                                                                   
Total Revenues	    $242,825             $233,375	 $339,948           $287,521
Expenditures	 2021 Actual       2022 Actual       2023 Actual       2024 Actual  

General & Admin             $115,235              $135,139	 $154,788            $168,899	
Convention		         15,338	       21,505	     26,116                22,702
Commemorative	        60,258	       61,937	     60,271	   53,101
Auction		           1,108 	         1,354	     21,152 =	   51,007=k

MidWinter		           1,351	       15,226	     71,718 =	   13,065k

RWCS GEAR		           1,038	         1,543	       2,110	     1,823
Youth		                 -	         1,198	              -		          40	                                                                                                                                                   
Total Expenditures	   $194,328           $237,901	 $336,155         $310,637
Income (Loss)	                2021 Actual       2022 Actual       2023 Actual       2024 Actual  

General & Admin             ($46,339)	    ($71,552)	  ($85,771)         ($109,056)
Convention		         12,211	         8,939	     32,652              22,372
Commemorative	       58,157	       46,416	     24,342              23,185	
Auction		        16,742	       16,759	     23,493              37,590
MidWinter		          3,985	        (4,454)	       6,754                1,445
RWCS GEAR		             794	            563	       1,003                   638
Youth		          2,947	        (1,198)	       1,320                   710                                                                                                                                                  
Total Income (Loss)	     $48,497                 ($4,527)	      $3,793        ($23,116.04)

2024 RWCS Financial Review

Happy March, RWCS members! Below is the RWCS Financial Report Summary as of December 31, 2024. While these numbers may shift slightly 
as we complete our year-end procedures, they provide a solid snapshot of our current ¿nancial position. I encourage you to review the ¿gures 
along with my comments at the bottom of the page. If you have any questions or would like a more in-depth discussion, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out. I’m always happy to answer questions! You can email me at treasurer@redwingcollectors.org and we can schedule some time to 
discuss. Thank you for your membership, your time, and the many ways you contribute to our society. It was wonderful seeing so many of you at 
MidWinter, and I look forward to connecting with even more members at the CrockFest Convention in July!  -Trevor Stephens, RWCS Treasurer  

•   Net assets represent the funds the RWCS has available at the end of each year. 
•   Over the past year or so, we’ve been moving money to higher interest CD and 
    money market accounts to take advantage of higher interest rates.
•   The large number you see in liabilities represents our pre-paid memberships. 
•   Our current net assets represent almost 2x our 4-year average yearly expenses.

• Revenue vs. Expenses: The Society’s 
revenue has not been keeping up with 
expenses. This can primarily be attributed 
to a consistent decline in membership, 
averaging 8% annually over the last ¿ve 
years, with the last two years seeing 
a decline of nearly 10%. However, the 
introduction of changes to MidWinter, 
the addition of the Friday night event at 
Convention, auction commissions, and 
Commemoratives have helped mitigate the 
impact of this revenue-expense imbalance.
• Acknowledgments: A special thank you to 
Chris Tincher and Doug Perkins, who have 
played a key role in making the Friday night 
event at Convention a success and making 
some great changes to MidWinter. We also 
need to thank our Commemorative Manager and Auction Manager, as their efforts make a big budget impact, as well. We also owe immense gratitude 
to our members and chapters for their generous donations and volunteer support during both Convention and MidWinter. 
• Rising Expenses: General and administrative expenses continue to rise, driven likely by inÀation in 2024. 
• Social Media: A huge shout-out to Wendy Callicoat for her exceptional work in managing our social media presence last year, which ensured our 
events and updates were well promoted and visible.
• Looking Ahead to 2025: The board is continuing to make changes, look at new revenue streams and work to enhance the revenue sources 
we already rely on. We remain committed to strengthening the ¿nancial health of the Society in the coming year.
= The Auction and MidWinter (MW) revenues and expenditures are higher than in years past because the RWCS now clerks the MW Auction and pays the consignors.
k In 2024, the MW auction revenue & expenditures were moved to the “Auction” line item, which is why the numbers look signi¿cantly different than the previous year.

Red Wing #1343 Lamb Planter:
Matt Green, 6 ½”.

Financial Position         2022                 2023                 2024       

Cash in Bank     	          $523,844       $529,355       $505,449

Other Assets	                   300                 300                 300

Less Liabilities	           ($44,266)       ($47,919)        ($47,136)
                                                                                                                  

Net Assets 	          $479,878
       

$481,736
         

$458,613

5
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These pieces were some of the highlights from the RWCS 
MidWinter Auction. Total sales for the approximately 250-lot 
auction surpassed $85,000. The 15% commission generated 
more than $12,000 for the RWCS. Although unlisted in the 
catalog as such, the unsigned bisque soap dish at right was 
attributed to Red Wing Potter Albert Stenwick. The 4 gal 
Elephant Ear Success Filter came with the correct lid, but the 
lids on the restored 4 gal salt glaze cooler and cracked 3 gal 
salt glaze cooler sold separately. The 3 and 6 gal Elephant Ear 
crocks below had the coveted Minnesota oval.

$5,600

$2,600 $7,500

$4,100$10,000$5,100$3,100

QUALITY ITEMS REALIZE STRONG PRICES AT MIDWINTER AUCTION

As usual, many exceptional pieces showed up at this year’s RWCS MidWinter event, 
and several of them are pictured here. Unless otherwise noted, the prices labeled on 

items are merely asking prices, and they’re not indicative 
of whether or not the piece actually sold. If a piece is 
pictured without a price, it was either brought for show, 
pictured after it sold, or the asking price wasn’t recorded. 
Condition varied piece-by-piece and actual sales prices 
weren’t disclosed.

MIDWINTER Jaw Droppers

Above, RWCS Member Darrel Van 
Roekel built these walnut (front) and 
oak water cooler stands; the stoneware 
was included in his asking prices.

$870 $960

15 gallon all-salt 
North Star lid

$1,800$1,800

$3,900

$6,400

Salt glaze bread bowl

All three front-stampedAll three front-stamped

$795

$4954-banded

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2025
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Chicago’s Louis Abel

Chicago liquor wholesaler Louis Abel made a lucrative practice of using 
“missionaries” to help sell his imitation Canadian whiskey to saloons, 
which would funnel it into empty premium brand “Canadian Club” bottles 
and pass it off as the real thing. That is, until a 1918 lawsuit unraveled 
the scheme and sealed his demise.

Born in Germany around 1864, Louis Abel was just a child when he 
and his four brothers immigrated to the United States with their parents, 
Henry and Ellen. The family settled in Chicago, where Henry took a job 
in a lumber yard, and oldest son John found work as a baker.

Another son, Charles, became a whiskey dealer and saloonkeeper, 
and by the time Louis turned 16, he was tending bar at his brother’s 
establishment. At some point over the next 24 years, Louis connected with 
longtime Chicago liquor wholesaler Samuel Myers, who had operated a 
liquor business since 1847. By 1904, Louis acquired the business and 
advertised himself as “successor to Samuel Myers.” Shortly thereafter 
he brought younger brother Joseph Abel into the business.

Taking over a well-established business allowed Louis Abel to leverage 
the relationships that the previous owner had in place, as evidenced 
by the fact that Samuel Myers had already ordered advertising jugs 
from the Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. by the time Abel assumed 
controlling interest. Abel continued on as a loyal Red Wing customer 
until at least 1916, ordering thousands of jugs with four different 
advertising stamps during that time. Thanks to a high traf¿c location in 
Chicago’s bustling downtown, his business proved to be very successful.

But during this time, Abel engaged in a dirty little secret that had become 
a common practice in the liquor business. In 1918, Hiram Walker & 
Sons, a U.S. and Canadian distilling company and maker of Canadian 
Club whiskey, sued Louis Abel, along with his brother Joseph, for 
infringement of trademark, simulation of labels and direct fraud in re¿lling 
Canadian Club empty bottles with “imitation” Canadian whiskey.

Judge Baker of the Federal District Court of Illinois’ Northern District 
presided over the case and stated the following in his written opinion:

“In 1908, and before and since, there was a general practice among 
saloon keepers and bartenders of re¿lling bottles that bore well-known 
brands with cheaper whisky and then selling it over their bars, as 
the original contents. One witness testi¿ed that 90 percent of whisky 
retailers indulged in this practice. ...This re¿lling practice was a matter of 
common knowledge in the liquor world.”

Believing the credibility of two private detectives who investigated the 
re¿lling of bottles, the judge found that Abel engaged in the practice by 
using “missionaries” or “puffers” to help pave the way for his sales agents. 
Posing as customers, these men went to different watering holes and 
asked for Abel’s lesser-known Canadian-type whiskey by name. They’d 
promote it as being identical in taste to Walker’s premium Canadian 

Club product. When bartenders 
said they didn’t carry the brand, 
the men would make a fuss and 
either ask the proprietor to get it, 
or storm out the door. Then, when 
Abel’s salesmen visited those liquor 
houses a day or two later, the owners 
were more likely to buy the lower-cost 
bulk product and pass it off as the more 
expensive Canadian Club whiskey.

The judge ruled in favor of the plaintiff 
and ordered Abel to stop engaging in the 
deceptive practice. The negative publicity that resulted from the case likely 
damaged his business’s reputation beyond repair, as it disappeared from 
Chicago’s business directories the following year and never returned. Louis 
Abel died in 1925 and is buried in the Windy City’s Waldheim Cemetery.

According to the Red Wing Potteries Ledger, Abel placed nine orders for 
advertising stoneware between Jan. 5, 1907 and Oct. 3, 1913 totaling 
4,250 jugs. But we know more were made, because the document 
doesn’t contain orders made before June 1906 or after March 1914. 
Plus, a second book is referred to in the Ledger, indicating that more 
orders placed during those years could’ve been recorded elsewhere.

Pictured below, left to right, the ¿rst advertising stamp shows the 
address of “268 & 270 Madison Street” in Chicago – the same location 
Myers listed on his advertising jugs. Chicago business directories have 
Louis Abel operating there until 1910. From 1911 to 1915, business 
directories have him located a block away from his original address at 35 
Market Street. (Incidentally, Market Street no longer exists; it was rebuilt 
and renamed Wacker Drive starting in 1926.) This is when the second 
and third advertising stamps were used. They show the location of “S.E. 
Cor. Market & Washington Sts.” and only differ by the typeface used.

The fourth Abel stamp on Red Wing jugs displays “367 West Madison 
St. Near Bridges” as the address, which he occupied from 1916 to 1918. 
Obviously orders for these jugs don’t appear in the Ledger.

Most Abel advertising jugs are found in the ½ gallon to 1 gallon size with 
brown tops and black advertising stamps, although some stamps were 
applied in blue. Referred to as “fancy” jugs by collectors, the Ledger 
lists this style as “band” or “banded” jugs in several instances. This term 
likely describes the slightly raised band of clay that wraps around the jug 
where the Albany slip and zinc portions meet. The Ledger also shows a 
small number of jugs were ordered in the 2, 3 and 4 gallon sizes.
Editor’s note: This article was derived from “Louis Abel — Whiskey and the 
Missionary” – an article that appears on the “Those Pre-Pro Whiskey Men!” blog 
(www.pre-prowhiskeymen.blogspot.com) and a summary of Hiram Walker & 
Sons V. Corning & Co. in The Federal Reporter in 1919.

Above left: Most Abel adv. jugs were stamped in black, but blue examples also exist.

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2025
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At left, keynote 
presenter 
Dave Ohrt of 
American Pickers 
fame attended 
MidWinter with 
friend Jill Parham.

Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2025
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Talented potter and RWCS Member Wyn Painter 
(pictured above (left) with fellow member Tom 
Dvorsek), made and donated these two one-of-
a-kind barrel-shaped jars as a fundraiser for the 
RWCS and the Pottery Museum of Red Wing. 
Sold during the MidWinter auction, the two lots 
generated $1400, which was split equally between 
the two organizations. Thank you, Wyn!!

M IDWINTER
 2025
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Photos by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.
Photos by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.
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The Pottery Museum of Red Wing stands strong today because of YOU! 
Our incredible supporters, dedicated volunteers and exceptional staff 
have been the driving force behind our success, and we express our 
deepest gratitude for your role in helping us celebrate our 25th anniversary.

Since the RWCS Foundation was established in 2000, we secured three 
years of free rent on the 2nd Àoor of the original Minnesota Stoneware 
building. Our dedicated volunteers rolled up their sleeves to clean, 
design and build displays, committing thousands of hours to prepare for 
the grand opening on July 11, 2001. What set our museum apart was 
our innovative approach; we were one of the ¿rst museums to operate 
within a retail setting, open to the public seven days a week and without 
a staff member on site. This pioneering model allowed us to save 
signi¿cantly, while laying the groundwork for our current building. 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of numerous volunteers, we remodeled 
our new space, transforming it into the remarkable museum it is 
today. Their contributions not only enriched our museum but also 
saved us a substantial amount of money. We celebrated a signi¿cant 

milestone with our grand opening at the new location in July 2014. 
With a spacious 13,000 sq. ft., we dramatically expanded our exhibition 
capacity. Alongside our existing collection, we proudly integrated the 
donation from the Schleich Red Wing Pottery Museum, creating a rich, 
comprehensive narrative of the Red Wing clay industry. In our venue, 
visitors can also purchase genuine relics from history, all within reach.

Over the past 12 years, we have experienced remarkable growth, 
welcoming more than 37,000 visitors from around the globe in the last 
year alone. Your unwavering support and generous donations have 
been instrumental in our mission to become a world-class museum, 
ensuring that every visitor enjoys a profound Red Wing experience as 
they navigate the history of Red Wing products.

Looking ahead towards the next 10 years, we are strategically planning 
the museum’s future. Our expansion initiatives will focus on our 
development of ¿nancial security, a research center, the tunnel kiln, an 
outdoor courtyard and the pottery dump to create an enriched campus 
experience.

Left to right: RWCS Hall of Famer Larry Peterson with the real “Little Brown Jug” college football trophy at the museum during the 2015 RWCS Convention. Thanks to 
incredible ¿nancial support from RWCS members and local grants, the RWCS Foundation paid off its museum mortgage in 2016. Supporters dressed as Wizard of Oz 
characters performed a symbolic deed burning celebration at that Convention. RWCS Reps. at Large Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher pose with RWCSF President Danae Prock 

Story & Photos by 
Pottery Museum of Red 
Wing Staff & Volunteers

Celebrating 25 Years in 2025
What an incredible journey it has been!

Left to right: RWCS Hall of Famers Diane & Dave Hallstrom at the ribbon cutting ceremony that marked the of¿cial opening of the 
Pottery Museum of Red Wing, which originally occupied rented space inside Red Wing’s Pottery Place Mall. In 2005, the massive Morley 
jug joined the museum’s display of monumental Red Wing advertising wares. The RWCS Foundation purchased half of the Pottery 
Place Annex building in 2012, and a group of wonderful volunteers helped transform it into the current museum space over 20 months.

2001

2005 2013

2015 2016 2025
Copyright © Red Wing Collectors Society 2025
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We appreciate the RWCS for facilitating two highly successful seminars at the recent MidWinter 
event in Des Moines, IA, and the fantastic organization of our 25th birthday celebration (pictured 
below). That weekend, we announced a generous commitment of $100,000 over the next 
10 years, which will be speci¿cally used to establish a new Pottery Museum of Red Wing 
Research Center. This investment will provide researchers with unparalleled access to our 
extensive collection of historical paper artifacts, propelling our mission forward.

The end of February marked another great event: Clay Fest in Des Moines. Once again, 
fellow collectors connected with their friends to trade, barter and learn about their favorite 
stoneware. Numerous interesting seminars shared facts and photos from various pottery 
companies’ wares. We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Clay Fest for organizing an 
auction (below right) that donated all proceeds to the Pottery Museum of Red Wing.

There are numerous events to mark on your calendars for the upcoming year. Below are 
details of three antique events that support the Pottery Museum of Red Wing. This year, 
there will be a special champagne toast at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, July 9 to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the Pottery Museum of Red Wing. Everyone is invited to be part of this 
signi¿cant milestone celebration. Additionally, following the toasts and special guests, we 
will have our annual Wednesday event. It promises to be a wonderful celebration that you 
won’t want to miss. 

SPRING FLING: May 3, 2025; 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
SUMMER SIZZLE: July 7-11, 2025; 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
FALL ANTIQUE FESTIVAL: October 4, 2025; 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

before she blew out the candles on the museum’s birthday cake at the 2025 MidWinter. RWCS Members Bruce & Carmen Selfridge staffed the museum’s table at 
MidWinter. Later in February, volunteers ran an auction at Clay Fest that raised nearly $5,500 for the Pottery Museum of Red Wing!

Left to right: In spring of 2014, volunteers helped move the contents of Lincoln, Nebraska’s Schleich Red Wing Pottery Museum, which RWCS Hall of Famers Jerry 
& Louise Schleich donated to the RWCS Foundation. The collection included a large amount of Red Wing dinnerware, art pottery and stoneware, including a 70 
gallon jug made for the 1929 Minnesota State Fair. The permanent home of the Pottery Museum of Red Wing opened to much fanfare at a ribbon cutting ceremony 
during the 2014 RWCS Convention. Below, RWCS Hall of Famers Bonnie & Dave Hutchson donated an invaluable collection of Red Wing Potteries history, which 

2014 2014
Photo by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.
Photo by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.

Dave’s father rescued from the Red Wing Potteries when the 
company closed in 1967. As the Potteries’ last employee, Teddy 
Hutchson saved important historical documents like catalogs, 
drawings and the Red Wing Potteries Ledger, along with pottery 
molds, tools, experimental items and ‘Lunch Hour’ pieces.

Photo by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.
Photo by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.

Photos by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.
Photos by RWCS Newsletter 
Editor Rick Natynski.
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Story by RWCS Hall of Famer Dan DePasquale

Editor’s note: RWCS Charter Member and Hall of Famer Dan DePasquale 
collects a wide range of Red Wing wares and memorabilia. His extensive 
paper collection consists of dozens of invoices, shipping lists and written 
correspondence on letterheads from Red Wing’s stoneware companies. These 
pieces contain countless nuggets of valuable information about the stoneware 
companies, their business dealings and their customers. Dan has offered 
to write an ongoing series of columns that explore the information these 
materials contain. He chose the name “Red Wing Shards of Information” for 
his column, as many of these articles will be a part of a page in length. But 
he kicks off this series with a full-pager for your reading pleasure. Enjoy! 

I have Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. correspondence detailing seven 
different orders that were placed by McIntosh Brothers Hardware of 
Bottineau, ND from 1925 to 1927. Believe it or not, I acquired these 
documents in two batches from two different collectors, one many years 
ago, and the second two months ago.

Examining a Red Wing order from 1925, one sees such items as Eureka 
fountains, cuspidors, bailed beans & covers, casseroles, Àower pots 
and saucers. An order from 1927 shows bailed crocks, bailed churns, 
dashers, beater jars and more Àower pots and saucers. Curiously, 
despite placing all these orders, the McIntosh brothers aren’t known to 
have placed an order for advertising stoneware bearing their name.

Bottineau is located about 10 miles south of the US-Canada border. 
The town was founded as Oak Creek in 1883, and served as a customs 
station and overnight stagecoach stop. Barely a year later, the town 
changed its name to honor Pierre Bottineau, a Metis (French Canadian) 
pioneer and trapper, who became a successful land speculator. The 
whole town moved south by 1½ miles in 1887, because the Great 
Northern Railway was laying a new track.1

Born in Ontario, Canada to Scottish immigrant parents, brothers John 
and William R. McIntosh moved to Bottineau in 1889, four years after 
one of their cousins moved to town2 and opened Farmers’ Emporium 
general store.3

John purchased Bottineau’s existing hardware store from M. 
Steenerson in September 18894 and renamed it McIntosh Brothers 
Hardware. William arrived in town two months later. While the two were 
partners in the business, John likely did the heavy lifting for the ¿rst two 
years, as William taught at a local school during that time.5 John moved 
750 miles due west in 1891, and opened the McIntosh Hardware Co. 
in newly platted Kalispell, MT.6 (Like Bottineau, it too was a town that 
relocated due to a new Great Northern 
Railway track.)

The brothers were partners in both 
locations, but also pursued other ventures 
on their own. William partnered with his 
cousin in managing Merchants Bank of 

Bottineau7, while John erected a new 
building in Kalispell (at right) that 
housed the hardware store on 
the street level and the McIntosh 

Opera House in the upper level. In 1906, McIntosh Hardware in 
Montana was reported to carry about eight times as much stock as the 
North Dakota location,8 which makes sense since Kalispell’s population 
was about ¿ve times larger than Bottineau’s at the time.

By 1909, John turned over management of the Kalispell store to his 
son,5 but he continued to operate the opera house, and he and William 
continued their partnership in Bottineau’s McIntosh Brothers Hardware.9 

In addition to being a loyal Red Wing customer, I have documentation 
showing that William McIntosh was compensated by the Red Wing Union 
Stoneware Co. to check the condition of the stoneware upon arrival in 
Bottineau, and ensure that orders were correctly divided among the 
various area merchants that shared in the railroad car shipment. I’ll 
share more of the contents from these letters in a future article, but 
one such example shows that on Jan. 26, 1927, McIntosh Hardware 
inspected and ensured that a carload of Red Wing pieces was divided 
between his order and the following merchants in and around Bottineau:

• Ferguson Vikan		 • Farmers Co-op Mercantile Co.
• Ertresvoog Co.		  • Stewart Bros.
• Bottineau Co-op	 • Max Ebenhehn

Unfortunately, I have no documentation showing that the McIntosh store 
in Kalispell was also a Red Wing customer. However, I believe there was 
a strong likelihood that they were. As the ad below from the Nov. 9, 
1900 Kalispell Journal shows, they sold stoneware. And in addition to the 
relationship William shared with Red Wing, the stoneware manufacturer 
had ties to Kalispell, making advertising jugs for at least three different 
liquor dealers in town in the late 1890s and/or early 1900s.

I wasn’t able to ¿nd out how long the Bottineau location lasted after 
William McIntosh died in 1930, but Kalispell’s McIntosh Hardware 
carried on in the family until at least the late 1950s before the family 
turned it into a music store. A big thanks to RWCS Member Jan Strike 
for assisting with the research for this article.

McIntosh 

Hardware of

Bottineau, ND  

& Kalispell, MT

Red Wing 

SHARDS
of Information

1906 photo courtesy of the Northwest Montana History Museum.

1 Bottineau Quasquicentennial, 2009.
2 Bismarck Tribune, Aug. 30, 1929
3 Farmers’ Emporium ad, The Bottineau 
  Courant, Nov. 19, 1892, p 7
4 The Bottineau Courant, Sept. 19, 1889
5 The People of Bottineau County, 1984

6 John McIntosh obituary, Great Falls 
  Tribune, Dec. 1, 1947, p 5
7 Merchants Bank ad, The Bottineau 
  Courant, Oct. 17, 1896
8 The Bottineau Courant, July 6, 1906, p 5
9 The Bottineau Courant, May 14, 1909, p 7
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The RWCS Auction is open to the entire membership. Every member may submit items for the auction.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: The 2025 RWCS CrockFest Auction will be held online and live/in person in the River Bluff School 	
gymnasium in Red Wing, MN. All events are subject to change. Members must be registered for Convention to preview the auction.

2025 SELLERS COMMISSION STRUCTURE: 15% commission on those items that sell for $100 or more. Items selling for less than $100 
will be assessed a $20 minimum commission.

RESERVE OPTION for auction submissions:
	 1. $1,000 minimum price on reserve items. Auction Manager can reject the reserve option if item has a value signi¿cantly less than $1,000.
	 2. 15% commission on items that sell. If item(s) does not hit reserve, seller fee is $100 to the RWCS. 
Each auction lot submission:
	 1. Form must be submitted using the ONLINE or PAPER FORM. No submissions taken by phone.
	 2. You may submit more than one item
	 3. Each additional lot MUST have its own online or paper form. DO NOT PUT TWO LOTS ON THE SAME FORM.
A limited number of RWCS Commemoratives (1977-2023) will be allowed - no 2024 Commemoratives will be allowed. Chapter 
Commemoratives can only be submitted by Chapter Presidents for the most recent year.

You or another RWCS member registered for the Convention must bring your piece to Convention. You may not ship your item(s) 	
to the Convention site, RWCS of¿ce or the Auction Manager.
Once your item(s) is submitted for the auction, no substitutions, altered or otherwise not in their original form will be allowed. Multiple item lots 
allowed include RWCS Commemoratives or dinnerware. However, multiple items will be accepted as space allows. Also, complete or partial 
collections will be considered. Please contact Auction Manager for more information.

Acceptable items are American Pottery including: Red Wing Art Pottery, Stoneware, Dinnerware or Red Wing memorabilia. Modern-day 
reproductions are not allowed. Example: new Water Cooler Lids, etc. Please don’t submit items valued under $100.
LOT NUMBERS: NO NOTICE WILL BE SENT TO NOTIFY YOU THAT YOUR ITEM WAS ACCEPTED. You will only receive notice if an 
item is rejected. All items submitted will be cataloged in auction order in which they are received at the RWCS of¿ce. If you wait until the 
last days to submit your item, it will be at the end of the auction.

PLEASE REMEMBER you are sending a registration form far in advance of the July Convention Auction. Be prepared to hold your 	
piece(s) until then. BE CAREFUL! If your item has been accepted for the Convention Auction, but does not show up, you will forfeit your 
auction privileges for 2026.
We strive to prevent NO-SHOWS. If you are in doubt about whether or not your piece has been selected, please contact 	
the RWCS at membership@redwingcollectors.org or 651-388-4004. OR, contact DAVE HUISMAN, Auction Manager at 			 
auction@redwingcollectors.org or 916-996-3584.

AUCTION SUBMISSION STEPS
     1. Be sure your RWCS membership is current. Submissions will NOT be allowed in the Auction if your membership has expired.
     2. ONE PAPER FORM per submission. DO NOT put additional submissions on the same form.
     3. If using the paper form, you may send digital photos to membership@redwingcollectors.org. Include your name and 
         member number with each photo. Please send no more than 2 photos per item.
     4. Submitting online: When uploading multiple photos of multiple items, please title each ¿le with your last name, submission number 
         and alphabetic letter so auction staff can easily identify each piece. For example, if Joe Smith submits two items and two different 
         photos of each, he would title photos of the ¿rst piece: SMITH_1A and SMITH_1B. Photos of the second piece would be titled
         SMITH_2A and SMITH_2B.

PLEASE READ THE AUCTION GUIDELINES ABOVE BEFORE YOU COMPLETE THIS FORM!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

		          2025 AUCTION ITEM REGISTRATION FORM
		         Thursday, July 10, 2025
HELP SAVE VOLUNTEER TIME - Please submit your form online! WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION
Mail form to: RWCS Auction Submission - PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066 - Questions? Contact Auction Manager Dave Huisman.
         CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A RESERVE ITEM (Items that don’t meet reserve are subject to a $100 fee) DEADLINE: MAY 23, 2025
         RESERVE PRICE ($1,000 minimum): $ _________________________
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________MEMBER # ____________________
ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP:_________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________________________PHONE ___________________________
ITEM DESCRIPTION_______________________________________________________________________________________________
CONDITION___________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBMISSION # LOT #

INTERNAL USE ONLY	 _____ PHOTO	D ATE RECEIVED _______________________ AUCTION ENTRY ENTERED 
_______________________

       2025 CONVENTION AUCTION Information & SubmiSSION Form
        Thursday, July 10, 2025 - Red Wing, MN - DEADLINE MAY 23, 2025

SAVE TIME! ENTER ITEMS ONLINE: WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION
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C L A S S I F I E D SA D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ / word for members and 
30¢ / word for non-members; $4 min charge. 
Accepted on a ¿rst-come, ¿rst-served basis. In 
addition to appearing in the newsletter, classi¿eds 
and display ads are posted on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size		          Ad Rate
Full page 			          $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)       275
1/4 page 			          150
1/8 page			           85
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions

Full Page 		          8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)       8 x 5.25
1/4 page 			          4 x 5.25
1/8 page 			          4 x 2.125
Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or 
PDF ¿le. There is an additional 10 percent fee for 
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).
DEADLINES

Issue      	      Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25	     Nov. 15	     Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10	     Feb. 1	      March 15
May               April 10       April 1        May 15
September    Aug. 1	      July 25      Sept. 1
November	    Oct. 1	      Sept. 25    Nov. 1
E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to: 
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072. 

RED WING FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 40-year collection in “MidMichigan”. 
Over 100 items, a little of everything. Selling as 
one unit, will not break up. Local pick up only. Text 
Chris at 989-225-7338 and I will send you pictures.

FOR SALE: “Pepe” RW Dinnerware, over 80 Pcs, 
bean pot w/cover, butter dish, gravy bowl, 7-1/2 & 
10” plates, cups & saucers, S/P Shakers, casserole 
& cover more. $175 for all. Contact 630-768-6476 
or duanegerdin@comcast.net.

FOR SALE: RWCS Commemoratives from 1985-
2024. $650 for the lot (40 pcs). Located in central 
SD. Contact Linda at 605-280-6207.

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: I’m a life long Montanan working hard 
to improve my collection of Montana, Idaho and 
Wyoming stoneware. If you happen to have, or 
know somebody that has an example, PLEASE let 
me know and let’s talk! I promise you won’t regret 
it! E-mail me at sawtooth5150@gmail.com, call or 
text 406-788-7851 or drop a note to Skyland Rider 
on Messenger. Thank you! 11/26 

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, 
and colors of Michigan advertising. Also looking 
to purchase odd ball 3 gal salt glazed or zinc 
crocks. Call or text Eric at 906-282-1180 or e-mail 
edeyaert@mtu.edu. 11/25

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, WI 
advertising, RW salt glaze salesman sample 
crocks, and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline 

vase. Contact Rick at 414-416-WING or 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Washington, 
Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, and Utah. 
WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR RED WING pieces 
from Wyoming. Always looking for other rare and 
unique items. Contact Trevor at 541-480-3016 or 
tstephe4@gmail.com. 3/27

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North 
Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too. 
The more rare the better! Will pay top $$ for the 
right pieces. Contact beehive@polarcomm.com or 
701-270-0242. 9/26

WANTED: I’m looking to buy collections of Red 
Wing stoneware. Zinc or salt glaze - no 
collection is too big or too small. I will travel to you. 
Please e-mail photos to prockscrocks@gmail.com 
or text them to me at 715-520-0888. 11/25

WANTED: Red Wing or Minnesota Stoneware 
animals; salt glaze lids with button tops (2 gal - 30 
gal); salt glaze and Albany pieces attributed to 
North Star Stoneware Company; Please send 
photos to quirkdr@gmail.com or text 715-716-
8009. 11/25

WANTED: Adv. stoneware from Omaha and 
Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs 
– Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque. 
Still looking for mini & salesman sample Àower pots 
in any colors, too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or 
402-598-1315.

Longtime Nebraska 
Chapter member who 
loved high quality items.

Bill Dicke
1953-2024

Active Badger Chapter 
member, and fan of hand-
turned coolers & Gray Line.

RWCS Rep at Large 
(1996-2006) and Puget 
Sound Chapter leader.

Tom Sellner
1946-2024

Regular at CrockFest 
& MidWinter; active RW 
Facebook contributor. 

We said goodbye to some longtime, well-known RWCS members in the past year. Many were constant 
¿xtures at RWCS events, and their presence is greatly missed. Please take a moment to remember them.

One of 
the club’s 
longest-
tenured 
Canadian 
members.

Maxine Heritage
1938-2025

Wally Armstrong
1931-2024

Kevan Stepp
1954-2025

Longtime Stillwater, MN 
antique dealer and active 
on RW Facebook pages.

Linda Hemberger Lamski
1947-2024

I N  M E M O R I A M

Robert Matthias
1960-2024

Collected a wide range of 
primitives, stoneware and 
Native American artifacts.

Kevan Stepp
1954-2025

Pottery 
Museum of 
Red Wing 
volunteer 
and collector 
of RW fruit 
jars.

Bill Schaller
1963-2025

Charter 
Member of 
the RWCS 
Trails West 
Chapter 
who was 
always 
smiling 
at RWCS 
events. Kay Salisbury

1940-2025
Alice Ustaszewski

1940-2025

Longtime 
collector who 
found joy 
in sharing 
photos of her 
collection 
on RW 
Facebook 
pages.
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THE PERFECT TRIBUTE TO A LOVED COLLECTOR
My husband Kevan and I always loved collecting Red Wing. When he passed away earlier this year, our 
family wanted to put something special on our joint headstone as a tribute to him. With his enjoyment 
of ¿shing and our combined passion for stoneware, we knew a ¿sh and a crock were the right images. 
I decided our 30 gallon double leaf transition crock would be the perfect piece, because we had pursued it for several years, and it was our last 
signi¿cant acquisition before he passed. I thought everyone who knew him would like to see how it turned out. –RWCS Member Terri Stepp 

SAFFRON WARE STARTED EARLIER THAN BELIEVED
In my article in the October 2018 RWCS Newsletter (Vol. 43, No. 4), I wrote that Red Wing’s Saffron Ware production began in 1935 
based on the dated advertising that was known. But now we know production began even earlier. I recently purchased a 7” sponged 
Saffron Ware shoulder bowl with this Christmas Greetings ad from Protivin, IA with a date of 1933. –RWCS Member Brent Mischke 

FLOWER POT GIVEAWAY
I enjoyed last issue’s “Mini Flower Pot Fever” article. My mother’s side of the family is from the Miesville/
Cannon Falls/RW area. I grew up with RW pottery in the house. Mom had an orange mini Àower pot. I recall 
her telling me it was given to her as part of a Red Wing Potteries tour. (I’m guessing the mid-1960s.) 
Her experience ¿ts in with Scott Spompinato’s observation that some colors are easier to ¿nd because 
many in this color were made and available as souvenirs. –RWCS Member Anita Macias-Matters

LOWELL APPEARS ON “ANTIQUES ROADSHOW”!
Congrats to longtime RWCS Member Lowell Reed for his recent appearance on PBS’ popular Antiques 
Roadshow. Lowell, pictured at far right, did the segment back in June 2024 when the show was ¿lming 
in Des Moines, and the episode ¿nally aired on Feb. 24. Lowell brought a presentation pitcher made to 
commemorate the 1910 Iowa State Democratic Convention, which he acquired for about $100 from a 
local shop around 25-30 years ago. Antique dealer Allen Katz appraised it at $3000 to $4000.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Outstanding 

Stoneware Auction!
Saturday,  April 26, 2025 – 9:30 a.m.

Preview:  3-6 p.m. Friday,  April 25

Rock Falls Community Center

Rock Falls, Iowa (7 miles NE of Mason City, Ia.) 
ABSENTEE and LIVE BIDDING is available online 

through HiBid at www.seeckauction.com.

jimjan@seeckauction.com or chasemarquis1492@gmail.com

Jim & Jan Seeck                                                                
641-424-1116

The Richard Stillinger Collection
Seeck Auctions is pleased to sell at live auction the Richard Stillinger 

collection from Oklahoma and also pieces from the Tom Bartlewski 

Estate from Minnesota.  This will be a very exciting auction as we 

have a wonderful variety of rare Red Wing salt glaze and zinc pieces 

along with several quality Illinois, Missouri and Iowa pieces.  Auction 

items include: advertising pieces (including several Nebraska), crocks 

in all sizes, Ice Waters, Water Coolers, butter churns, pantry jars, 

etc. The catalog will be available on HiBid starting March 26th.  

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium (NO Buyer’s Premium if Present at Auction) 

Cash or Check, VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted w/proper ID.  4% 

Clerking Fee on all purchases made using credit cards. Statements made 

day of sale take precedence over any 

printed ad.                                                                                                     
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BEAUTY IS MORE THAN SKIN DEEP
During a recent stop at a local antique mall, my wife Jo and I were busy looking 
for lost treasures. We collect a lot of things, but Red Wing stoneware and art 
pottery rank towards the top of the list.

About halfway through the shop, Josie spotted something of interest. A small 
stoneware piece decorated with about 50 small seashells. We both had the 
same reaction: “Boy, is that ugly!”

Now, the question was, was it a tall butter crock, a beater jar or something else? 
Whatever it was, it was still ugly. Close inspection revealed it was heavy with a 
rounded bottom interior, so it was a beater jar. The size and color had us thinking 
it was a Red Wing “Eggs - Cream Salad Dressing” version. Then our imagination 
kicked in. What if it has advertising? Yeah, get real.

Whatever it was, if we could remove the “beautiful” shells down to the glazing 
without damaging it, it would be worth the $20 asking price. It was like the 
stoneware version of the mystery grab bag. No hairlines or chips were visible, 
so the purchase was made.

Upon arriving home, it was off to the wood shop to see if the mystery could be solved. I grabbed a ¼ inch chisel with a sharp blade, and a small void 
on the rim was used for the starting point. A very light tap from the hammer and chisel sent half the plaster and seashells Àying. Now it was revealed. 
It was indeed the Red Wing “Eggs - Cream Salad Dressing” version. Now, was there anything on the other side?

Two more taps and advertising for Fred Donaldson’s store appeared! The rest of the clean up was simple – just minimal scraping with the Àat edge of 
the chisel and the beater jar looked just as good as it did 90 years ago. The merchant advertising says, “Buy 3 items – save money.” The irony is that 
this is our third Yankton, SD beater jar, and we did save money on this one! –RWCS Member Tom Landis 
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