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46™ RWCS CROCKFEST CONVENTION JULY 13-15

This newsletter contains a lot of information about the 2023 CrockFest Convention, which will
be held July 13-15 in beautiful Red Wing, MN. Registration, Commemorative order, Show &
Sale vendor and Auction submission forms are all included, as is an article by Convention
Co-Chairperson Angie DeGreeff on pg. 4. In addition to the annual RWCS Commemorative,
members have the opportunity to order a special RWCS Friendships Mini Jug Coin Bank.
New this year is the Rock N’ BBQ bash on Friday evening, featuring food, music and fun.

We can’t wait to see you at CrockFest — the biggest stoneware & pottery festival of the year!

2 GAL DOUBLE LEAF CHURN TO BE SOLD AT
CROCKFEST AUCTION

I'm excited to report that an outstanding piece has
already been consigned to the 2023 RWCS CrockFest
Convention Auction! Pictured at right, this special 2
gallon Red Wing salt glaze double leaf churn is the only
example known to exist, and it's in excellent condition.

Like last year, the official RWCS CrockFest Convention
Auction will be held in-person and online, helping
consignors reach a much larger audience. Anyone
can bid online in real time, but only RWCS members
registered for Convention can attend the event and
preview the items in-person. The auction will be held
Thursday, July 13 in Red Wing’s River Bluff School gym.

All RWCS members are welcome to submit items for
the auction. It can be done by using an easy-to-follow
online form at redwingcollectors.org/auction, or by submitting the paper form found on pg.
13 of this issue. The form can also be downloaded from the RWCS website. The deadline to
submit items for the auction is May 26. Please see the submission form on pg. 13 for more
information. Note that we've raised the consignment rate by 3% this year, which is still very
low compared to many auction houses, which charge 30% or more. We're striving for quality
items, so we're asking members not to submit items valued under $100. Please contact me
with questions! -RWCS Auction Manager Dave Huisman
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KIDSVIEW WILL BOWL YOU OVER!

We just finished bowling and recently got home from the Rose Bowl. Thankfully we had time to
clean the toilet bowl (yucky job). Did you watch the Super Bowl and maybe even the Puppy Bowl?
We hope your favorite team or puppy won and you were absolutely bowled over.

Can anyone figure out what the theme of the KidsView program is this year? If you guessed
“Bowls”, you are correct. We are so excited to have RWCS Member Barb Williams tell us all
about her bowl collection. Barb has been collecting bowls for a long time and has many unusual
finds. Even better, Barb has been a volunteer with KidsView for many years and her children
attended KidsView a number of years ago. It's sure to be a very interesting presentation, and we
will have some fun bowl-related activities, too. Of course, we will also have the annual KidsView
Show & Sale. A big thanks goes out to RWCS Member Deb Giesen for collecting donations at
MidWinter and Clayfest. We can always use more though, so please feel free to e-mail her at
sammybug24u@gmail.com if you have bowls or other items to donate. You can also give them to
Deb, RWCS Hall of Famer Wendy Callicoat, or me at the CrockFest Convention in July.

Kids are reminded to bring their red KidsView bags and wear the T-shirts that they received last
summer. Parents are reminded to register your child for KidsView. There is no charge, but it helps
us get enough supplies so every child can participate in activities. We look forward to seeing old
friends this summer and meeting new ones. It is just a few more sleeps until KidsView! See you all
there. -RWCS Hall of Famer Sue Jones Tagilapietra

PRIMARY MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE

There is renewed energy and excitement surrounding the RWCS and the collecting of Red Wing.
The RWCS had more than 300 new members join in 2022 and many members renewed their
memberships. The successful 2023 MidWinter event was a testament to the increased interest in
buying, selling, collecting and learning about Red Wing.

Over the last 3 years, the RWCS Board of Directors has learned a lot about the challenges of
running a business during a pandemic. The Board dealt with the challenges and subsequent
impact of having to cancel two events, which provide operating revenue for the organization.
Several factors added complexity and difficulty to the Board's decisions, including the loss of
full-time staff, operating online, the challenges of limited staff working from home, and changes in
members’ needs in a world of instant gratification.

In working towards solutions to these challenges, the RWCS Board of Directors has identified the
following areas that that have impacted the RWCS budget:
* Increased cost associated with adding an onsite employee in response to multiple membership
requests to handle phone calls and respond to member needs
* Increased costs associated with securing a location to handle CrockFest to meet the needs of
a convention that exceeds 500 attendees
* Increased costs of postage for the newsletter
+ The contract renewal for the RWCS office has increased 25%
+ Updates to the RWCS website

The Board has reviewed and discussed multiple avenues of solving the problem of a projected
budget deficit. Many may say “Well, get more members.” The RWCS has worked over the past
year to increase its online presence with Facebook and Instagram. We've seen an increased
awareness of our organization, but not enough new members to solve the problem. During the
past year and a half, the organization operated with limited staff hours due to cuts in overhead.
This led to many member concerns last summer involving CrockFest registration, membership
renewal and the ability to participate in the 2022 election.

Because members needed more support, the decision was made to hire an additional employee
and increase hours of availability. Judging from the problems members encountered with the
website last summer, updates to the website are necessary, but come with a cost.

“News Briefs” cont'd on pg. 14.
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ABOUT THE COVER

Currently on display at the Pottery Museum of Red
Wing, the incredible survivor on the cover was
signed in cobalt by Red Wing slipper Emil Shotola
nearly 140 years ago. In this issue, RWCS Member
Steve Ketcham reports on some investigative
work recently performed by RWCS Hall of Famer
Larry Peterson and RWCS Member Gary Tyc, in
which they attribute several beautifully decorated
Minnesota Stoneware salt glaze pieces to his
hand. Better yet, Steve will return with the second
part of this story in the May RWCS Newsletter.

If you'd like to learn more about Mr. Shotola in the
meantime, check out the story about him on pg.
101 of Red Wing Potters & Their Wares by RWCS
Hall of Famers Gary & Bonnie Tefft. You can also
visit tinyurl.com/RWPotters to see a brief clip of
him holding his cream pot (still frame on cover),
which the Red Wing Arts Association filmed back
in 1952, and Gary uploaded to the web in 2017.

“‘“IP 1P°~,

RWECS C@vvn@
A=30-9pmM Jury 14, 2023
FOOD « MUSIC ¢« FUN

Tickets: $25 IN ADvaNCE / $35 AFTER JUNE 16
BBQ DINNER STARTS AT 5 P.M.
Beer GARDEN OPEN 5-8:30 p.m.
Rock & RoLL RuNs 5:30-8:45 p.w.

Buy your tickets when registering for
CrockFest and save $10! Proceeds
to benefit the RWCS.

GCOLLECTORS.ORG
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MIDWINTER

REVIEW

A big thanks to everyone who made the
RWCS MidWinter event in Des Moines Feb.
2-4 a great time! We're pleased to report
that 254 people registered for MidWinter,
including more than 20 new members — the
highest attendance the event has drawn

in several years. More than 40 sellers sold
stoneware, art pottery, dinnerware, antiques
and advertising — some starting as early as
Tuesday and running through Saturday. Be
sure to check out all the photos from the
event in this issue.

The event officially kicked off on Friday,
which was devoted to education. It started
with an interesting presentation on Red
Wing dinnerware promotional materials

by RWCS Hall of Famers Larry Roschen

and Terry Moe. RWCS Hall of Famer Rick
Natynski followed by entertaining the crowd
with his presentation on Red Wing salt glaze,
despite having some technical difficulties; he
promises a do-over at a future event. Then
RWCS Hall of Famer Dave Hallstrom gave a
fascinating presentation on the history of the
North Star Stoneware building and how he
and others helped save the star before the
building was demolished so it could be turned
into @ monument. Thanks to the speakers for
sharing their expertise and RWCS Education
Manager Aarika Floyd for lining them up.

For many, the highlight of the event came on
Friday evening, when TV personalities Robbie
Wolfe from the History Channel’'s “American
Pickers” and Don Short of HGTV'’s “West
End Salvage” fired up the crowd with their
passion for collecting. The duo shared some
great stories, discussed the importance of
encouraging younger generations to collect,
and constantly had the crowd laughing.
Afterwards, they stayed around for an extra
hour and a half to pose for pictures, sign
autographs and chat with attendees. It was
awesome, and we're extremely grateful to
them for sharing their time with the RWCS.
Thanks, Don & Robbie!

Our last scheduled event was the RWCS
Auction on Saturday, which topped $67,000
in total sales! A big thanks goes out to Matt
& Lisa Lahr of Harry Lahr Auctions and
their staff for calling and clerking the
auction. They did an absolutely

“MidWinter Review” cont’d on pg. 14.
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RWCS 2023
CROCKFEST
CONVENTION

Come celebrate our 46" year in pretty
Red Wing! Make plans now to join
fellow members this summer, July 13-
15, as the Red Wing Collectors Society
celebrates CrockFest 2023 with the
all-new Rock N’ BBQ bash on Friday
evening.

RED WG COLLEC TORS SOCIETY
CONYENTION

RED WING, MINNESOTA
JULY 13-15, 2023

Members can register and order their RWCS Commemorative online. A hard copy of the pre-
registration form is also included with this issue of the RWCS Newsletter. Most events will be held
at River Bluff School in Red Wing, directly across from Red Wing High School. Please note that per
Red Wing School District rules, no smoking or alcohol consumption is allowed on school grounds.

This summer, our Thursday morning keynote address will be dedicated to late RWCS Hall of Famer
Steve Showers. A panel of speakers who spent time digging with Steve in the Red Wing pottery dump
will share stories of the adventures they experienced when searching for stoneware and pottery
pieces discarded long ago by our favorite pottery companies. Steve is missed by many; his countless
contributions to the RWCS and the Pottery Museum of Red Wing have enriched the knowledge of
members and many others. We hope you'll join us for this special tribute when we kick off CrockFest.

Additionally, we will have seminars on Friday on topics such as Facebook auctions, advertising
histories on stoneware, salt glaze and plate painting for adults! KidsView will focus on Red Wing
bowls this summer, so be sure to bring your favorite young collectors so they can attend. We're
excited for what's to come this year, and we hope you'll be there for all the fun and memories to come.

The RWCS CrockFest Auction will be held in-person in the River Bluff School gym and live online. Auction
Manager David Huisman has already secured some great pieces that members will surely want to fill out
their collections! The Auction Submission form is included in this issue for those of you who want to sell
items in this auction. Remember, you only pay 15% to sell your items that hammer for more than $100.

We're also excited to report that the Commemorative Room is reopening for business this ¢ ™
summer! For the first time since 2019, you can pick up your RWCS Commemoratives :
at the CrockFest Convention. As always, we'll also continue to ship them to those

of you who can't attend. We need to reassemble our Commemorative distribution i
crew, so please consider coming out of retirement to help us out. New RWCS ¢

members, this is a perfect opportunity to volunteer and meet many of our 3 T WiN
longtime members. If interested in volunteering for Commemorative 1‘::,” i
distribution, please contact Commemorative Manager Bob Morawski. S "4 I Tz Ban B

We plan to offer a limited number of Commemoratives in silent auctions at events

during CrockFest. There will also be opportunities to win a Special Commemorative in
special drawings and as display awards. Members purchasing the 2023 Commemorative will also have
an opportunity to order a RWCS Friendships Mini Jug Coin Bank (above) priced at $63 ($69 if mailed).
Commemoratives and banks must be pre-ordered by June 16 to avoid a late order fee. There are a

limited number of banks this year, and orders will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

Thank you to the RWCS Badger Chapter for agreeing to manage the Display Room this year!
Members can enter a “mini display” or a larger display as in years past. They can be big, little or
somewhere in the middle! The Display Room will be at the River Bluff School. Let's fill it up this year!

We're really excited about our new Rock N’ BBQ event, which will follow the Annual Business Meeting on
Friday. It will be held instead of the banquet this year. More details to follow in the May RWCS Newsletter.

The Saturday Show & Sale will be held at River Bluff School, as the National Guard Armory has military
operations scheduled. We're looking to improve the load-in/load-out process at the school. Any sellers
that have ideas for improvements should contact Show & Sale Chair, RWCS Hall of Famer Gail Peck.

Please observe the pre-registration and Commemorative ordering deadlines on the forms found in
this newsletter. Keep checking the RWCS website and watch for updates in the Clay Connection

e-blast. Hope to see you in Red WinthuIC)I/ 1\?\-/15! -I\éamﬁer Sterviceé Manag{erAngie DeGreeff
e Ing Collectors society
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Above: Terry Moe (left) and RWCS Foundation Board Member Larry Roschen speak
about Red Wing dinnerware documentation at the 2023 RWCS MidWinter event.

Story by Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director

MidWinter 2023 was fun and well-organized! From the nuts and bolts — a

large attendance, good food, great conversations, strong sales - to interesting
presentations — including those from our RWCS Foundation Board Members
Dave Hallstrom and Larry Roschen, it was a good time. Dave spoke about the
little-known history of the North Star building, and Larry, along with Terry Moe,
gave another informative program on dinnerware. We were happy to greet many
of you at our hospitality table and look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Spring Fling is just around the corner. On April 22-23, we will have vendors
selling indoors and in the parking lot; please reserve your space early, as they
fill up quickly. We will have Warm Toasties food truck (their food is always
good) and the Red Wing Stoneware Café is open in the Pottery Place Mall.
The menu looks delicious, and we are looking forward to trying it out. We will
have more information about Spring Fling (and our other events) on Facebook
as it becomes available. Please keep our other events in your mind and on
your calendar — Summer Sizzle is July 11-14 and the Fall Antique Festival is
September 30-October 1. Some of our events include fundraising auctions. If
you have any items that you no longer need for your collection, please consider
donating them to us for these events — we appreciate your support!

We have a new total for Give to the Max donations — $46,094.52 has been raised!
Thank you - your unflagging support is priceless! As always, you don’t have to
wait until Give to the Max Day to donate; you can call in your donation to 651-
327-2220, send it to us at 240 Harrison St, Suite 4, Red Wing MN 55066-3058,
or donate through our website, potterymuseumredwing.org/donate.

Finally, the RWCS Foundation’s mission is to broaden the general public’s
appreciation of pottery, both past and present. To focus on the present, we
annually award an endowed $2,000 Scholarship Award through the Northern
Clay Center in Minneapolis to either a deserving individual pursuing a career as
a potter, or to a scholar studying or researching historical aspects of the pottery
industry. We're pleased to announce that the recipient of the 2022 award is
Andrew Rivera! Andrew received his BFA in ceramics and sculpture from the
University of Minnesota-Duluth and completed the Minnesota New Institute

for Ceramics Education (MN NICE) certificate program at the Northern Clay

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society
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POTTERY MUSEUM OF RED WING NEWS

Above: RWCS Foundation Board Member Dave Hallstrom shares his
presentation about the old North Star Stoneware Co. building.
Below: Carmen & Bruce Selfridge staff the museum’s welcome table.

[ i gl -
Center. Pictured above alongside an example of his work, Andrew
is a studio potter based at Clay Coyote in Hutchinson, MN. Inspired
by function, history, design and culture, his wares reflect on
personal identity and his Mexican heritage.
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“MinNESOTA MIKE”
A1.so Known As EMmIL. SHOTOLA

Story by RWCS Member Steve Ketcham

A quick glance at the 1893 image of the employees of the Minnesota
Stoneware Company at right reminds us that there were many
people involved in the production of the crockery we love to collect.
w While we may not know the names of the fellows pictured here,
we can appreciate what they did to produce the pieces we enjoy
- today. Wouldn't it be something to know exactly who might have
actually turned that jug in the living room or decorated that
cobalt-emblazoned, salt-glazed crock in your kitchen?

As it turns out, two of our very passionate fellow collectors

- RWCS Member Gary Tyc and RWCS Hall of Famer Larry

Peterson — started to notice some similarities in the decorating
found on the early salt-glazed stoneware once produced by
the Minnesota Stoneware Company. They began meeting and
comparing pieces found in various collections, in the books Larry
co-authored, and within the collections of the Pottery Museum of Red
Wing. It was agreed that much of the most artistically decorated stoneware, including many of the
birds, leaves and flowers, was all adorned by one particular artist. Having no idea just who that
artist was, Gary and Larry dubbed him “Minnesota Mike”. By coincidence, numerous examples
of Minnesota Mike’s finest work are pictured on pages 22-23 of the Red Wing Stoneware
Encyclopedia book authored by Larry and felow RWCS Hall of Famer Dan DePasquale.

Among the most obvious characteristics shared by the products produced by this mystery potter
are the numerals typically used to indicate the gallon capacity of the crock or jug. Time and again
the numbers 0, 1, 2, 3 and 5 all share a consistent form. The twos and fives are most obvious. The
twos consistently show an almost straight line at the base with very little looping. The fives show
multiple loops forming the body, giving the numeral a look Larry suggests resembles a wheelchair.

With these observations in mind, it was time to dig deep and find the true identity of Minnesota

Mike, and serendipity played a large role in that discovery. One day not too long ago, Larry was
heading into his shop, Larry’s Jugs Antiques, when something made him turn left and head into
the annex building where he houses and sells additional inventory. There he overheard patrons

Each of the Minnesota Stoneware salt glaze crocks pictured here bears the fine cobalt artwork attributed to
Emil Shotola. In decorating stoneware, he applied distinctive cobalt numerals to his work. Note how all the
examples with the numeral 2 have a distinguishing hook inside the upper loop and a very flat lower loop.
Meanwhile, his 3s and 5s all display multiple loops around the base of the numerals.
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who mentioned

they knew friends

in Arizona whose

great grandfather

was once a potter

in Red Wing. Larry

asked for contact

information and

before long he was

in touch with the great grandchildren of Emanuel “Emil” Shotola. Once the family shared some of
the pieces they owned and knew to be produced by their great grandfather, it became clear that
Emil Shotola was the potter our two sleuths had named Minnesota Mike. The family provided the
photo of Emil at left, which is believed to be from his 50" wedding anniversary in 1937.

Emanuel Shotola was born in Bohemia in 1865. He came to Red Wing in 1883 and began
working at Minnesota Stoneware as a slipper, one who applied the glazing slip to pots and
executed the cobalt decorations. Eventually he decorated the salt-glazed crocks and jugs and
later was in charge of shipping and production. Some of his inventory books, sold at his 1984
estate auction, are on loan at the museum today.

It's long been surmised that at least a couple of the decorators who worked for Red Wing's
stoneware companies also spent time working at other potteries, because some cobalt decorations
that appear on wares made in Ohio and lllinois are virtually identical to those that appear on
Red Wing stoneware. We don't believe Emil was one of those people, however. Census records
and newspaper articles from the day show he worked for a hardware and boiler manufacturer in
Racine, WI between the ages of 14-17. He was only 17 when he moved to Red Wing, and he
worked for the Minnesota Stoneware Co. for 52 years — long after salt glaze production ceased.

Many of the keepsakes Emil created were kept in the cellar of his Red Wing home until they were
sold at that 1984 estate auction. While the family purchased numerous pieces, many more were
absorbed into the wider collecting community where proud owners continue to cherish them.

Since the 1984 auction, some of Shotola’s creations have changed hands within the collecting
community, and several of them now reside in the Pottery Museum of Red Wing. The museum
timed the unveiling of these very special Red Wing artifacts, and the story behind them, to coincide
with the July 2022 Red Wing Collectors Society CrockFest Convention. The items displayed are now
either part of the permanent collection, or they are on loan. The cream pot pictured on the cover
of this issue is but one of the Emil Shotola treasures to be found in the museum as of this writing.

Considering his many beautiful creations bearing cobalt birds, leaves, berries and flowers, some
have suggested Emil Shotola may be one of America’s greatest stoneware decorators. Part two
of this story will appear in the next issue of the RWCS Newsletter, and it will focus more on his
life, his creations and the set of very special journals he left behind. =+
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CHAPTER 11: APLAIN ASH TRAY,
& THE PLAIN RELISH DISHES THAT

STARTED IT ALL

© Copyright 2023 RWCS Member Marilyn Moe and RWCS Hall of
Famers Terry Moe & Larry Roschen. Photos by the authors and
www.redwingdinnerware.com and used here with permssion.

This series is designed to remedy the lack of information published about Gypsy
Trail, Red Wing’s earliest full dinnerware line and the least familiar to collectors.

Before we dive into the main focus of this chapter, our first item of
business is to solve the mystery we posed in the previous chapter of
Less Common Gypsy Trail. As we mentioned, the most difficult Gypsy
Trail item to find is the 7 2" Reed Plate. However, we rate the Plain
Ash Tray (Nomesser) as the second most difficult, because we have
only seen two of them. One of them is pictured in Fig. 1.

Moving along, the 3-part and 2-part relish dishes featured in this chapter
sure looked like they were Red Wing Gypsy Trail when Terry and
Marilyn found them in antique shops back in the 1990s. The weight was
consistent, and the glaze matched Royal Blue and Turquoise. However,
neither of these items appeared in the limited information published
about Gypsy Trail at the time, nor did a 6” bowl that they owned, which
had a glaze consistent with Gypsy Trail Yellow and appeared to be
from the Reed pattern. As it turns out, these three items played a key
role in sparking Terry’s interest in researching Red Wing dinnerware,
which ultimately led to his many writings and educational seminars.

Terry and Marilyn brought these items to one of the early RWCS
MidWinter GetTogether events in Rochester, MN, which included sessions
for identifying Red Wing dinnerware, stoneware and art pottery. The
experts who staffed these seminars unanimously agreed that the three
pieces were not Red Wing. But Terry wasn't convinced, and so the search
began. He couldn’t fault the experts, for they had the same resources
Terry had at the time and none of the three items were shown. But he
continued to ask collectors what they thought, and he asked if anyone
had primary source documents that included Gypsy Trail.

Finally, a document surfaced from September 1935 titled Gypsy Trail
Additional ltems. Gypsy Trail was introduced in July 1935, so this was
the second brochure. It included illustrations of a three compartment
13 %" Relish Dish (Fig. 1) and a two compartment 9 %" Relish Dish
(Fig. 2). There it was — proof that Terry was correct; the relish dishes
were indeed Red Wing Gypsy Trail. The two compartment (shape
#135) and the three compartment (shape #136) were included for the
last time in the 1936 brochure that introduced Chevron, so they
were made for only a short time and are difficult to find. To his
knowledge, none of these relish dishes have been found with
a company marking.

Then in a later brochure, Terry also found that his yellow Reed-like bowl was
indeed a 6" Reed Salad Bowl. These successes encouraged him to continue
searching for documentation and resulted in the partnership with Larry Roschen.
Larry had his own “ah-ha” moment when he acquired an undated Red Wing
Luncheon Ware by Red Wing catalog. This booklet included text and images of
Orleans, Brittany, Harvest, Lexington and the early version of Ardennes, as well
as the Fruit or Salad set. Included with the catalog was a November 1946 price
list that stated the Ardennes and Harvest patterns and the Fruit or Salad set
were discontinued. The price list also listed the pieces that were available

for Orleans, Brittany and Lexington at that time. Normandy had been
discontinued by 1942 and was not included in this catalog, thus the catalog
must have been printed between 1942 and 1946. The catalog and price list
provided a significant amount of information previously unknown to Larry.

Then, with the cooperation of many collectors who began to show them a
wide variety of documents, Terry and Larry created seminars and RWCS
Newsletter articles, and disseminated historical information about Red Wing
dinnerware. So there you have it - the story of how Terry and Larry teamed
up. The rest, as they say, is history. @+
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2022 RWCS FINANCIAL REVIEW

Happy spring, Red Wing members! Below is the RWCS Financial Report Summary as of December 31, 2022. The numbers will change a little as we
finish out our year-end procedures, but these numbers give you a good idea of the RWCS'’ current financial position. Please take a moment to review the
numbers along with my comments at the bottom of the page. | am always willing to answer questions or review something more in depth with a member.
You can e-mail me at treasurer@redwingcollectors.org or message me on Facebook. | am hopeful in the next year or so to look at potential new ways
of presenting this information, but as many of you will agree, sometimes numbers just are not that exciting. Thank you for your membership, your time
and all the individual contributions you make to our society. It was great seeing and meeting many of you at MidWinter, and | hope to meet and talk with
more of you at Convention in July. -Trevor Stephens, RWCS Treasurer

FINANCIAL POSITION 2020 2021 2022 + Net assets represent the funds the RWCS has available at the end of each year.
CASH IN BANK $472390  $527534  $523,844 « Our cash balances are maintained in local Red Wing banks in several CD,
OTHER ASSETS 6.444 300 300 money market and checking accounts.
LESS LIABILITIES ( 42, 490) ( 43, 428) ($ 4 4,266) . -Y-\:th rising interest rates, wle alre .elx.plorlng CD options with hllgher rates. .
+ The large number you see in liabilities represents our pre-paid memberships.
NET ASSETS $436,343 9484406  $479,878 + Our current net assets represent almost 2x our 4-year average yearly expenses.
RED WING COLLECTORS SOCIETY 12” Red Wing #163 vase: Combo Green & Tan
2019-2022 RESULTS (2023 BUDGET TBD) (Also came
REVENUES 2019 ACTUAL 2020 ACTUAL 2021 ACTUAL 2022 ACTUAL g’iizaez(j
GENERAL & ADMIN $84,362 $95,751 $68,896 $63,587 This size
CONVENTION 45,604 15,975 27,549 30,444 originally
COMMEMORATIVE 92,936 151,822 118,415 108,353 sold
AUCTION 88,854* 3,771 17,850 18,112 for $18/
MIDWINTER 11,263 11,210 5,336 10,773 dozen, per
RWCS GEAR - - 1,832 2,106 the 1931
YOUTH 348 16 2,947 0 ﬁef,' Wing
ottery
TOTAL REVENUES $323,367 $278,545 $242,825 $233,375 Price List
EXPENDITURES 2019 ACTUAL 2020 ACTUAL 2021 ACTUAL 2022 ACTUAL
GENERAL & ADMIN $174,288 $156,767 $115,235 $135,139 * Note: The
CONVENTION 29,622 4,670 15,338 $21,505 Z/%mﬂcant i th
COMMEMORATIVE 50,077 77,445 60,258 61,937 P
AUCTION 78,500 222 1,108 1,354 and Expenditures
MIDWINTER 8,685 9,072 1,351 15,226 reported in 2019
RWCS GEAR - - 1,038 1,543 vs. 2020-2022 are
YOUTH 752 - - 1,198 due to the change in
accounting that
TOTAL EXPENDITURES  $341,924 $248,176 $194,328 $237,901 occurred v%hen
INCOME (LOSS) 2019 ACTUAL 2020 ACTUAL 2021 ACTUAL 2022 ACTUAL ’;’Zﬁgg"gg Ij‘e‘f""”
GENERAL & ADMIN ($89,926) ($61,016) ($46,339) ($71,552) running the auction
CONVENTION 15,982 11,305 12,211 8,939 online in 2020.
COMMEMORATIVE 42,859 74,377 58,157 46,416 Whereas the
AUCTION 10,354 3,549 16,742 16,759 RWCS used
MIDWINTER 2,578 2,138 3,985 ($4,454) to clerk the
RWCS GEAR § R 794 563 igr(;\tslg;z:: m}tljgﬁonb now handles those
YOUTH (404) 16 2,947 ($1,198) steps and simply writes a check to the RWCS for
TOTAL INCOME (LOSS)  ($18,557) $30,369 $48,497 ($4,526.76) its share of the profit.

+ As we eased out of the pandemic, we experienced a small overall loss last year. However, Commemoratives, Auction, Convention and RWCS gear helped
produce a total net income of $72,677. Special thanks to our Commemorative Manager for his work on the Commemorative sets and Special Commemorative.
+ General and Administrative expenses have increased with inflation, but also largely in part due to employee costs. We are so excited to have both Luke and
Angie on board and they have been working really hard to address membership concerns and meet the needs of our members. While volunteers and board

members have really helped with Convention and other aspects of the RWCS, we have been much more responsive to our members with this staff and
they really help to ensure the day-to-day operational needs are met. They will also play a large role in Convention 2023 planning and operations.
* The board is exploring some potential new revenue options in 2023. It's also planning to make some website/credit card processing changes and shift
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THE ALLURE OF

BURGUNDY MAGNOLIA
Above (left to right): Magnolia shape numbers 1015 (pair), 1016, 1017 & 1014.
Below: Numbers 1025, 1031, 1022, 1023 and 1029 (pair). All from 1940. WMT EL SE I S O UT THERE ’7

Story & photos by RWCS Members Jay & Deanna Juergens

As longtime collectors of burgundy-colored Magnolia art pottery, it sure
was a nice surprise to see RWCS Member Paul Gustafson’s article on
Magnolia in the January 2023 RWCS Newsletter. As Paul noted, burgundy
Magnolia just doesn’'t seem to come up for sale very often. Designed by
Belle Kogan in 1940, most pieces from the Magnolia Line were done in
Eggshell Ivory, which was her preference. Not as many were made in solid
colors, such as burgundy, gray, turquoise, dark green or dark pink.

Most of the burgundy-colored pieces in Red Wing Art Pottery Two by
RWCS Hall of Famer Ray Reiss, are from our collection. We had forgotten
that he used the term “Luster Rose” on some of our pieces. Although we
simply refer to it as “burgundy”, Red Wing used a number of different
names for this hue over the years in addition to Luster Rose, including
Luster Dubonnet, Luster Oxblood, Bright Dubonnet and Luster Burgundy.
(The older ink-stamped pieces are called Mulberry.) After Ray finished
taking pictures at our house that day, he said, “Boy, I'm glad | didn't break
anything!” So were we!

; Of all the pieces in our collection, Ray made a star out of shape #1011.
Above (left to right): Magnolia shape numbers 1010, 1030, 1011, 1026 and 975, N addition to its somewhat prominent appearance on pg. 105 of his
Below: 1028, 1021, 1019, 976, 1018, 1013 & 1012. All from 1940, aforementioned book, it appeared in three periodicals shortly after the
book was released:

* The cover of Warman'’s Today’s Collector, Vol. 8 No. 12, Dec. 2000

* The cover of Antique Trader, Vol. 44, Issue 21, May 24, 2000

+ Featured in American Art Pottery Association’s The Journal, Vol. 16

No. 3, May-June 2000

Regarding the scarcity of burgundy Magnolia, we have acquired 30 unique
pieces from the line since we started searching more than 35 years ago. Paul
says Red Wing produced 56 different shapes and six different variations
for a total of 62 unique pieces in the Magnolia Line, but we admittedly
don’t know if the Potteries made each of these in burgundy. When we
displayed our collection at the July 2011 RWCS Convention, we had 28
different items, so we’ve only found two more since then.

Issued in 1942, Red Wing Art Pottery Catalog No. 42 lists the following
original 24 shapes: 975, 976, 1010-1023 and 1025-1032. Four glaze
finishes were offered in the 1941 Price List. We have each of these
shapes in Luster Oxblood, except for 1020, 1027 and 1032. We assume
these missing three shapes are out there in beautiful burgundy and we are
still searching. This is why we collect; it is all in the hunt!

Above (left to right): Magnolia shape numbers 1227, 1228, 1223, 1228 & 1227.

Below: numbers 1322, 1320, 1317, 1312, 975 & 1232. All pictured in 1947 catalog.  Red Wing Art Ware, Catalog No. 47 (issued in 1947) shows a grouping

on one page with two shape numbers from the original 24 shapes (975
and 1012) and new shape numbers 1216, 1223, 1227, 1228, 1232 and
1234. According to Ray’s books and Paul’s article, this series of Magnolia
shape numbers actually encompasses 1215-1234, so that means 14 more
shape numbers were made that aren’t pictured in the 1947 catalog. Shape
numbers 975 and 1012 were reused from 1942, with the 1947 version
having added a flower design to the previously blank backside. We only
have shape numbers 975, 1223, 1227, 1228 and 1232. Yes, another
collection to complete.

opyright Red Wing COfIEREN8Gyedfggnole’ contd on pg. 14.
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o 2023 CONVENTION AUCTION Information & Form to Submit

yoRed Wing = Thursday, July 13, 2023 - Red Wing, MN - DEADLINE MAY 26, 2023
= Yoo SAVE TIME! ENTER ITEMS ONLINE:
i WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION

The RWCS Auction is open to the entire membership. Every member may submit items for the auction.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: THE 2023 MEMBER AUCTION WILL BE HELD ONLINE AND LIVE/IN
PERSON IN THE RIVER BLUFF SCHOOL GYMNASIUM IN RED WING, MN. ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE. MEMBERS MUST BE REGISTERED FOR CONVENTION TO PREVIEW THE AUCTION.

2023 SELLERS COMMISSION STRUCTURE - 15% commission on those items that sell for $100 or more.
Items selling for less than $100 will be assessed a $20 minimum commission.

RESERVE OPTION for auction submissions:
1. $1,000 minimum price on reserve items.
2. 15% commission on items that sell. If item(s) do not hit reserve, seller fee is $100 to the RWCS.
3. The Auction Manager can reject the reserve option if the item has a value significantly less than $1,000.
Each auction lot submission:
1. Form must be submitted using the ONLINE or PAPER FORM. No submissions taken by phone.
2. You may submit more than one item.
3. Each additional lot MUST have its own online or paper form. DO NOT PUT TWO LOTS ON THE SAME FORM.

A limited number of RWCS Commemoratives (1977-2021) will be allowed - no 2022 Commemoratives will be allowed.
Chapter Commemoratives can only be submitted by Chapter Presidents for the most recent year.

You or another RWCS member registered for the Convention must bring your piece to Convention. You may not ship
your item(s) to the Convention site, RWCS office or the Auction Manager.

Once your item(s) is submitted for the auction, no substitutions, altered or otherwise not in their original form will be allowed.
Multiple item lots allowed include RWCS Commemoratives or Dinnerware Sets.

Acceptable items are American Pottery including: Red Wing Art Pottery, Stoneware, Dinnerware or Red Wing memorabilia.
Modern-day reproductions are not allowed. Example: new Water Cooler Lids, etc. Please don’t submit items valued under $100.

LOT NUMBERS: An E-MAIL will be sent to you by mid-JUNE to notify you of the lot number assigned to your item(s). All
items submitted for the auction will be selected, provided they fall within the parameters of acceptable items. If your item is not
allowed for some reason, the Auction Manager will notify you.

PLEASE REMEMBER you are sending a registration form far in advance of the July Convention Auction. Be prepared to hold
your piece(s) until you are notified in JUNE that it has or has not been selected. BE CAREFUL! If your item has been confirmed
for the Convention Auction, but does not show up, you will forfeit your Auction privileges for 2024.

WE STRIVE TO PREVENT NO-SHOWS. If you are in doubt about whether or not your piece has been selected, please contact
the RWCS at membership@redwingcollectors.org or 651-388-4004. OR, contact DAVE HUISMAN, Auction Manager at
auction@redwingcollectors.org or 916-996-3584.

AUCTION SUBMISSION STEPS

1. Be sure your RWCS membership is current. Submissions will NOT be allowed in the Auction if your membership has expired.

2. ONE PAPER FORM per submission. DO NOT put additional submissions on the same form.

3. If using the PAPER FORM, you may send digital photos to membership@redwingcollectors.org. Include your name and
member number with each photo.

4. Submitting ONLINE: When uploading multiple photos of multiple items, please title each file with your last name,
submission number and alphabetic letter so auction staff can easily identify each piece. For example, if Joe Smith submits
two items and three different photos of each, he would title photos of the first piece: SMITH_1A, SMITH_1B and
SMITH_1C. Photos of the second piece would be titled SMITH_2A, SMITH_2B and SMITH_2C.

PLEASE READ THE AUCTION GUIDELINES ABOVE BEFORE YOU COMPLETE THIS FORM!

T 2023 AUCTION ITEM REGISTRATION FORM | SUBMISSION # LOT #
€ leger Sk ne Thursday, July 13, 2023

HELP SAVE VOLUNTEER TIME - Please submit your form online! WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION
Mail form to: RWCS Auction Submission - PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066 - Questions? contact Auction Mgr. Dave Huisman

I:I CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A RESERVE ITEM (ltems that don’t meet reserve are subject to a $100 fee) DEADLINE: MAY 26, 2023
RESERVE PRICE ($1,000 minimum): $

NAME: MEMBER #

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP:

EMALL PHONE

ITEM DESCRIPTION e
CONDITION (713

INTERNAL USE ONLY




AD RATES

Classified ads are 20¢ per word for members
and 30¢ per word for non-members; $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis. In addition to appearing in the
newsletter, classifieds and display ads are posted
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size Ad Rate
Full page $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) 275

1/4 page 150

1/8 page 85

Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

DISPLAY AD DIMENSIONS

Full Page 8x10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) ~ 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 4x5.25
1/8 page 4x2.125

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or
PDF file. There is an additional 10 percent fee for
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).

DEADLINES

Issue_ Ads Editorial  Mail Date
January Nov.25 Nov.15 Jan.6
March Feb.10 Feb.1  March 15
May April 10~ April1 May 15
September  Aug. 1 July25  Sept. 1
November  Oct. 1 Sept. 25 Nov. 1
EDITOR ADDRESS

E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org.
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to:
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072.
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

CLASSIFIEDS

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: Pelican Ash Receiver #8380 Matt Burgundy
glaze; Magnolia Group shape No. 1020 Pitcher,

1027, 1216, 1234 Vases and 1032 Plate in Oxblood
(burgundy) glaze. Contact Jay at 952-881-1676 or
jayjuergens@mac.com. Hoping to hear from you! 5/23

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Washington,
Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, and Utah. WILL PAY
TOP DOLLAR FOR RED WING pieces from Wyoming.
Always looking for other rare and unique items. Contact
Trevor at 541-480-3016 or tstephe4@gmail.com. 3/24

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, and
colors of Michigan advertising. If you have a piece
just sitting around not getting the love like it use to
anymore, let's change that! Call or text Eric at 906-
282-1180 or e-mail edeyaert@mtu.edu. 11/23

WANTED: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye Excelsior
Springs bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 gt Macomb Excelsior
Springs bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red Wing
advertising bailed jugs. Contact Larry at 816-898-
9260 or grn57tr@gmail.com.

WANTED: Adv. stoneware from Omaha and Lincoln,
NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs — Albany,
two-tone, zinc glaze & bisque. Still looking for mini &
salesman sample flower pots in any colors. Contact
cobe142@cox.net or 402-598-1315.

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs, crocks & churns with
North Dakota advertising. The more rare the better!
Will pay top $$ for the right pieces. Contact 701-270-
0242 or beehive@polarcomm.com.

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, WI adv.,
RW salt glaze salesman sample crocks, and mint
#687 blue/green Chromoline vase. Contact Rick at
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org or 414-416-WING.

WANTED: I'm a life long Montanan working hard to
improve my collection of Montana, Idaho and Wyoming
stoneware. If you happen to have, or know somebody
that has an example, PLEASE let me know and let’s
talk! | promise you won't regret it! Call or text 406-788-
7851, e-mail me at sawtooth5150@gmail.com, or drop
a note to Skyland Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 3/24

“The Allure of Burgundy Magnolia” from pg 12.

Another page of the No. 47 catalog shows a
second series of newly introduced shape numbers:
1312-1317. We have shape numbers 1312 and
1317 in burgundy. Yet another page pictures a
series of six more new shape numbers, 1319-
1324. These items have an unusual-looking
six-sided shape, which is a departure from the
traditional cylindrical or rounded shape of the
previous Magnolia Group. We only have shape
numbers 1320 and 1322 in burgundy.

In all, there are 32 Magnolia unique pieces that
theoretically could exist in the burgundy glaze that
we've never seen. Were they made? We don’t
know, but if anyone out there has any of them,
please contact us at jayjuergens@mac.com.
Even if not for sale, we'd like to know what exists.

WANTED BURGUNDY MAGNOLIA ITEMS:
Original Magnolia Shape Numbers: 1020, 1027
& 1032. Later Magnolia Shape Numbers: 1012
(1947 version), 1215-1216 (both came in 8" and
10" sizes), 1217-1218, 1219-1220 (both came with
opposite handle placements), 1221-1222, 1224-
1226, 1229-1231, 1233-1234, 1313-1316, 1319,
1321, 1323 & 1324.

“News Briefs” continued from page 3.

All this being said, the RWCS Board determined and voted unanimously
that it is necessary to raise membership dues beginning March 21,
2023. For any Primary member who renews, or new member who joins,
the RWCS dues will be $45.00 per year. There will be no change to the
Associate member dues; they will remain at $15.00. The Board wrestled
long and hard about this decision, but the budget numbers reflect the
need for this increase to keep the organization sound.

Some may ask why we don't use contingency funds to cover the
deficit. The contingency fund is approximately 2% times our annual
expenses. We need to retain these funds untouched as a part of good
business practice. Member dues have not increased since July 12,
2013. RWCS Bylaw Article XIl was amended and passed by a vote

of the membership at the 2021 Annual Business Meeting. This bylaw
allows the RWCS Board of Directors to raise dues without a vote of the
membership at any time in order to keep the organization financially
sound. We thank you for your continued support of the RWCS and its
mission. We value our members and look forward to a productive
and exciting future. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding this decision, please contact RWCS Treasurer Trevor
Stephens, or RWCS President Paul Wichert to discuss,

“MidWinter Review” continued from page 4.

fantastic job, and we couldn’t be happier with the way it turned out.
Another big thanks goes out to Troy, Mark, Chef Chris and the rest of
the staff at the Holiday Inn & Suites and Bennigan’s restaurant. They
were a pleasure to work with, and they did everything they could to
make it an enjoyable stay for our group.

We'd also like to thank each of the following RWCS members for their
help: Scott Spompinato for auction support; Wendy Callicoat for social
media promotions; ALL event volunteers and room sellers; Sandy Short
& the lowa Chapter for running the hospitality suite; Paula Raemisch
and other auction consignors; Luke Wegner & Angie DeGreeff for event
support; Rick Natynski for designing the event program; and the RWCS
Board of Directors for its support.

Finally, we wish to thank everyone who attended MidWinter. YOU are
the ones who made the whole event possible. Thanks so much for your
support and attendance! We know we'll have a hard time topping this
MidWinter event, but we sure look forward to trying in 2024! If anyone
has any suggestions on how to improve MidWinter next year, please
contact one of us or another member of the RWCS Board.

-MidWinter Co-Chairs Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher
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RWCS HALL OF FAMER BONNIE TEFFT: 1947-2022

Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

Surrounded by her family, RWCS Hall of Famer Bonnie Tefft peacefully
passed away on Dec. 20 at the age of 75. Missed by a long list of
family and friends, she is survived by her husband of 53 years, Gary,
her two daughters and their husbands, and her granddaughter — all of
whom she cherished.

“She was my life partner and the love of my life,” Gary notes. “Nothing
we accomplished would have been possible without her.”

And accomplish they did — especially when it came to collecting and
learning about Red Wing pottery and memorabilia from other historic
businesses from the Red Wing area. Holding membership nos. 255
and 255A, the couple joined the RWCS shortly after the 1977 RWCS
Convention, barely missing the cutoff for being recognized as charter
members. They're best known for writing and publishing Red Wing
Potters & Their Wares, which many consider to be the top reference
book about the history of Red Wing’s early pottery industry and the
products it turned out. If you don't have this book in your collection
of reference materials, you're missing out on a trove of information

She and Gary also authored
dozens of articles for the
RWCS Newsletter and
presented numerous
educational seminars at
RWCS Conventions. One

of their more impressive
presentations was a walking
tour of Red Wing’s Oakwood
Cemetery, which features
stoneware grave markers,
planters and other pieces
produced by the Potteries.
They were inducted into the
RWCS Hall of Fame at the
July 1999 RWCS Convention. e
Bonnie was diagnosed with "
ALS 5 years ago, but she

that contains answers to questions you never even knew you had.
The Teffts spent an incredible amount of time researching Red Wing
documentation and historical newspapers, and interviewing people
associated with the Red Wing Potteries to assemble the publication.

didn’t allow the disease to rob her of her identity. She continued to
attend events during this time, even making it to the RWCS Convention
and Badger Chapter meeting last summer. Her fellow chapter members
revered the delicious dessert breads she made for every meeting,
which were loaded with chocolate chips. Rarely was there ever a slice
left by the time a meeting ended.

Bonnie served as RWCS Historian from 1981-1991 and paid close
attention to every detail when co-managing production of the

RWCS Commemorative with Gary during the same timespan. When
overseeing the 1983 Mason Jar Commemorative, they were adamant
that the pieces have ceramic threading so the lids could be screwed on
and off, which was no small feat.

Bonnie lost the ability to speak early in her diagnosis, but she remained
active on the Red Wing stoneware and pottery pages on Facebook up

until she passed, sharing her knowledge and scores of photos. She was
laid to rest on Dec. 26; fittingly, a Red Wing Magnolia urn held her ashes.

MORE MIDWINTER PHOTOS

PHOTO OPS GALORE
At left: RWCS Member Josh Weyh was one of many attendees
who got their picture taken with American Picker Robbie Wolfe.

A PROMISE KEPT

At right: After acquiring an absolutely pristine 10 gallon
transition crock with cobalt leaf and Minnesota oval several
years ago, RWCS Member Tom Dvorscek (left side) promised
RWCS Member David Larrick first chance to buy it when the
came to sell. That opportunity finally came over the winter, and
the exchange was made at MidWinter. “It's always fun when
these things come together,” Tom says. ‘I decided it was time ||
for someone else to enjoy it, and always knew that was going

" to be Dave.” As the new owner, Dave’s smile says itall.

NO DICE

At left: RWCS Member Jimmy Carter tried to sell some of
his mini jugs to these hotel guests during MidWinter, but he
wasn't able to close the deal. It wasn't for a lack of trying!

CALIFORNIA LOVE
F 8 At right: RWCS Members Jeff & Paulette Floyd pose with a
% | 1 gal Red Wing Albany slip churn they found during a trip to
Yosemite National Park. Noticing it sitting precariously atop
a tower of wooden containers at a Visalia, CA antique mall,
Jeff climbed up to get it and handed it down to Paulette. “Did
you see the price?” she asked. “830!” SCORE!! (An example
brought $1,100 in the RWCS CrockFest Auction last summer.)
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MIDWINTER JAW DROPPERS

Some fantastic pieces showed up at this year’s RWCS MidWinter Event, several of which are
pictured here. Pieces are labeled with their asking prices if recorded. Unlabeled pieces were
either brought for show, pictured after they sold or were not recorded. Condition varied piece-
by-piece and actual sales prices were not disclosed. The six items in the bottom row sold in the
Saturday RWCS auction for the prices listed; there was no buyer’s premium.

Shown beside a 2 Ib butter crock for perspective, the 12" RW  Two unique RW items. The barrel cooler has a block “8” on the An RWCS member displayed these sewer pipe
bisque flower pot was priced $450; the 8” example was $75.  bottom. The unmarked bail-handled jar doesn’t have a bung hole.  samples in his room, hoping to find more.



