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NEWS BRIEFS

45™ RWCS CROCKFEST CONVENTION JULY 14-16

This newsletter contains a lot of information about the 2022 CrockFest Convention, which will
be held July 14-16 in beautiful Red Wing, MN. Registration, Commemorative order, Show &
Sale vendor and Auction submission forms are all included, as is an article by Convention
Chairperson Nancy Lambert on page 4. In addition to the annual RWCS Commemorative,
members have the opportunity to order a special RWCS 45" Anniversary mini jug.

NOTE: Most club events will be held at Red Wing's River Bluff School this year, but the
Saturday Show & Sale will be held at the Red Wing National Guard Armory. We can't wait to
see you at CrockFest — the biggest stoneware & pottery festival of the year!

RWCS CONVENTION AUCTION SUBMISSION
DEADLINE: MAY 27

Like last year, the official RWCS CrockFest Convention Auction will be held in-person and
online, helping consignors reach a much larger audience. Anyone can bid online in real
time, but only RWCS members registered for Convention can attend the event and preview
the items in-person. The auction will be held Thursday, July 14 in the River Bluff School
gymnasium.

All RWCS members are welcome to submit items for the auction. It can be done by using
an easy-to-follow online form at www.redwingcollectors.org/auction, or by submitting the
paper form found on pg. 13 of this issue. The form can also be downloaded from the RWCS
website. The deadline to submit items for the auction is May 27. Please see the submission
form on pg. 13 for more information.

PROPOSED RWCS BYLAW CHANGES

The RWCS Board of Directors is proposing some changes to the RWCS Bylaws including
the addition of a “Green” membership option, adding a liaison from the executive committee
for working on partnerships with other organizations, wording that deals with a broadening
of the Representatives at Large positions, changes to the voting window for elections and
society termination, and an addition regarding RWCS donations. All proposed changes are
covered in detail on pages 11, 14 and 15 of this issue.
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2022 RWCS BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION -
VOTING BEGINS APRIL 15

Balloting for the RWCS Board of Directors election will be done electronically in accordance
with RWCS By-law Article V, Nominating Committee and Voting Procedure. A link to the
online RWCS election ballot will be e-mailed to all primary and associate members in good
standing as of April 15.

NOTE: Primary and associate members must have their own e-mail address on file to receive
a ballot. If you share an e-mail address with another member, you will receive only one ballot.
Therefore, you'll need to follow the instructions below to change a duplicate e-mail address
s0 each member receives their own ballot.

All members in good standing can refer to the instructions in the April 15 e-mail and log in
with their own membership number to vote. Please e-mail election@redwingcollectors.org if
you're unsure whether we have your e-mail address on file. Votes must be recorded by June
30, 2022. You must make a selection for every open position to submit your ballot (candidate,
write-in or “no vote”). RWCS members who do not have internet access, or join/rejoin after
April 15, can request a ballot by contacting the RWCS Business Office.

To change a duplicate e-mail address:

1. Visit www.redwingcollectors.org and click on the green “RENEW” button at the top right
corner of the page.

2. In the next screen, enter your membership ID (NO leading zeroes) and your password,
then click “SIGN IN”.

3. The next screen will show your shopping summary, followed by a box titled “Household
Status” containing the name and contact info for each member on your account. Scroll
down to find the member whose e-mail you need to change. Click on the “EDIT INFO”
link under that person’s street address.

ABOUT THE COVER

The RWCS Newsletter is all about pottery and stoneware,
but it's hard to ignore what's going on in Eastern Europe
right now. Protecting their country with their lives, the
resilient people of Ukraine are showing the world what

it means to fight with courage and heart. In its own little
way, this issue’s cover is a tribute to them.

Most of Red Wing's paneled mixing bowls are decorated
with blue and rust sponging, and occasionally examples
sponged only in blue can be found. But solid-colored
examples are far and few between. Likely created as
experimental pieces, other colors are known including
green and plain zinc. But the bowls on the cover perfectly
represent the Ukrainian flag. Special thanks to RWCS
Member Paul Boudin for sharing his blue 8-inch panel
bowl and RWCS Members Brent & Debbie Mischke for
sharing their yellow 9-inch panel bowl. Go Ukraine!

4. The next screen will contain boxes for that member where you can change their
contact info. Type in that member’s new unique e-mail address and click on the “SAVE
CHANGES" box at the bottom of the page.

5. Your shopping summary page will reappear, now showing the updated e-mail address for the member who you just changed. If you have multiple
associate members on your account, complete these steps for each of them so they all receive a link to their own ballot via e-mail.

KIDSVIEW IS BACK IN 2022!

RWCS Hall of Famer Wendy Callicoat and | are excited to continue with the Back to Basics series for KidsView seminars and activities this summer. Last year
we presented Stoneware & Dinnerware, so this year we will feature Art Pottery. Red Wing made so much Art Pottery from the 1930s right up until it closed, so
we have a lot to choose from. In order to narrow it down a bit, we are excited to bring back a blast from the past! Charles Murphy was a prolific designer for
the Red Wing Potteries and we'll welcome back our very own Charles Murphy impersonator to share his thoughts and experiences in designing Art Pottery.
Our Charles Murphy has presented in the past, and both kids and adults have enjoyed his stories. Art Pottery-related activities will follow Mr. Murphy that
are guaranteed to be fun. You won't want to miss this one! All kids ages 3-15 are welcome to attend. Just sign up your child or grandchild when you register.
It really helps us to have an idea of how many will attend so we have enough supplies.

-Rick Natynski, RWCS Newsletter Editor

Everyone is always excited about the KidsView Show & Sale and this year is certain to be another fantastic experience. RWCS Member Debra Giesen has
been busy collecting phenomenal donations for KidsView that everyone will love. If you'd like to donate an item for the KidsView Show & Sale, please e-mail
her at sammybug24u@gmail.com or give items to Debra, Wendy or me at the CrockFest Convention in July.

Last year, some parents asked if they could sit in on the KidsView seminars and we are very happy to accommodate that. Our only request is that you stay
in the back so the kids have plenty of room. We also feel it is extremely important that the kids have total choice (without parental influence) in the items they
select during the Show & Sale. This has historically worked well and we want to continue this fair practice. Thank you all for understanding.

Wendy and | are very excited about the second year of our encore legacy appearance at KidsView. It's a fun and rewarding experience and we encourage anyone
interested in continuing this important program to volunteer as KidsView coordinator. You'll get back more in satisfaction than the time you put in leading
the KidsView experience at summer Convention. See you all in July! -RWCS Hall of Famer Sue Jones Tagilapietra

_ _ WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
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MIDWINTER REVIEW

A big thanks to everyone who made the RWCS
MidWinter event held in Bettendorf, IA Feb. 4-6 a
great time! The event officially kicked off with the
Friday Night social, which was highlighted by great
collector camaraderie, delicious all-you-could-eat
food lines and a prize wheel acquired from Amazon
that seemed to land on the same number for every
spin! Joking aside, everyone in attendance seemed
to have a good time catching up with old friends and
meeting new ones.

Saturday was highlighted by education, starting with
a keynote presentation by longtime collector Chris
Jonus on the potteries of Macomb, IL. The author of
a new book book on the subject, Chris’ presentation
was so good that he’s been invited to give it again
at the RWCS CrockFest Convention in July. We
also thank RWCS Commemorative Manager Bob
Morawski for his presentation on mismarked Red
Wing stoneware oddities and RWCS Member Althea
Voth for sharing information about her impressive
collection of nearly 250 Red Wing salt & pepper
shakers. We also appreciate the three RWCS Hall of
Famers who led sessions — Larry Roschen & Terry
Moe on dinnerware in trade publications, and Dennis
Nygaard on his recent pottery dump finds.

Another big thanks goes to room sellers, Show & Sale
vendors and RWCS Hall of Famer Gail Peck and her
husband, Merv, for heading up the Saturday Show &
Sale. An auction followed later in the evening, along
with games and all-you-could eat pizza. Thanks to
everyone who attended and participated!

RWCS GEAR

AII proceeds go to RWCS

EMBROIDERED LOGO SWEATSHIRTS
Choice of Navy, Slate Blue or Charcoal — $39

LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRTS
RWCS logo on front pocket, stoneware co. logos
on back. Choice of White, Grey or Tan — $25

LIMITED QUANTITIES--WHILE
SUPPLY LASTS - ADD $10 PER
ITEM FOR MAILING. CALL
Mi NDA 651- 881-4 04 TO ORDER

icense

CELEBRATE
45 YEARS IN
PRETTY RED
WING!

Make plans now to join
fellow members in Red Wing
this summer, July 14-16,

as the Red Wing Collectors
Society celebrates its 45"
Anniversary. The CrockFest
planning committee is pleased to announce that we have signed a contract to return to the
River Bluff School in Red Wing for this year’s event. This venue was the location for the
CrockFest Convention in 2019 and will be the location for most events in 2022.

RED} ARG COILFCTORS SOCIFTY
COMVENTION

1987 = 2022

JULY 14-16 - RED WING, MN

Ahard copy of the pre-registration form is included with this issue of the RWCS Newsletter.
Members can also register and order their RWCS Commemorative online.

The Opening Session will kick off with the unveiling of the 2022 Commemorative followed by
the keynote address. Education Manager Larry Birks has announced that Chris Jonus will
deliver his presentation, “Macomb, lllinois’ Potteries and Stoneware” - not to be missed!

The RWCS CrockFest Auction will take place in the River Bluff School gym and will be both
live in-person and online. Auction Manager David Huisman has already secured some great
pieces that members will surely want to fill out their collections! The Auction Submission
form is included in this newsletter for those of you who want to sell items in this auction.
Remember, you only pay 12% to sell your items that hammer for more than $100.

2022 CrockFest Convention Commemoratives will be available as MAIL ONLY
as we have done in the past two years. However, Commemorative Manager _
Bob Morawski is planning to offer a limited number of Commemoratives %
in silent auctions at events during Convention. There will also be

opportunities to win a Special Commemorative in special drawings and U/E-iURS

$ Wiy

8

as Display awards. Members also have an opportunity to order a *\VER‘P%}
RWCS 45t Anniversary Mini Jug! It is a scaled down replica of the ; h ﬁ-.;,- 205 ‘40
massive 45" Anniversary Jug that members will be able to sign during G. M/ 14
this CrockFest Convention. Priced at $69, the jugs must be pre-ordered \‘} "%}
by June 13 and will be mail only. A mockup of the jug is pictured at right. @ %
Thank you to the RWCS Lewis & Clark Chapter for agreeing to manage
the Display Room this year! Members will have the option of enteringa ~ Order the RWCS 45"
Anniversary Mini Jug!

“mini display” or a larger display as in years past. They can be big, little or
somewhere in the middle! The Display Room will be at the River Bluff School and RWCS Member
Doug Perkins will serve as Chairperson. Let’s fill the Display Room for our 45™ Anniversary!

A 45" Anniversary Party will immediately follow the Annual Business Meeting at River Bluff
School on Friday afternoon, where members will be able to socialize with collector friends
before heading out for the evening. The always-popular Show & Sale will be held at the
National Guard Armory on Saturday, July 16. Many sellers appreciate the venue for being
easier to load into; it also has good visibility from Hwy 61 and attracts many local buyers.

Don’t Miss Potters Excursion 2022! Saturday, July 16, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The 45" Celebration will be capped off with a memorable sunset dinner cruise on Lake Pepin
aboard the Pearl of the Lake paddieboat. Tickets are just $35 and includes a dinner buffet
and a two-hour cruise with collector friends, plus a cash bar. Boarding will begin at 6 p.m.
Tickets may be purchased on the enclosed pre-registration form or when you save time and
pre-register online. Tickets are limited and will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis. This
event will take the place of the RWCS Banquet this year.

Please observe the pre-registration and Commemorative ordering deadlines on the forms found in
this newsletter. Keep checking the RWCS website and watch for updates in the Clay Connection
newspage. We hope to see all of you in Red Wing, July 14-16! -RWCS Historian Nancy Lambert
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2021 RWCS FINANCIAL REVIEW

I'm pleased to present the RWCS Financial Report Summary as of December 31, 2021. Please take a moment to review the numbers along with my
comments at the bottom of the page. | would love to entertain questions. You can e-mail me at treasurer@redwingcollectors.org or message me on
Facebook. This is your Society, and each of us have a responsibility to keep the RWCS financially healthy for generations to come. Thank you for your
membership, your time and your talent. Cheers to the next new chapter of the RWCS! -Dan Beck, RWCS Treasurer

FINANCIAL POSITION 2019 2020 2021 + Net assets represent the funds the RWCS has available at the end of
CASH IN BANK $449491  $472,390  $527,534 each year. Net assets increased significantly in 2021, primarily as a result
OTHER ASSETS 7,652 6,444 300 of a $48,496 net profit. .

+ Given our current spend rate, our net assets are more than twice our expenses.
LESSLIABILITIES (51,881) (42,490) (43,428) ¢ Qur cash balances are maintained in local Red Wing banks in several
NET ASSETS $405.270 $436,343  $484.406 CD, money market and checking accounts.

RED WING COLLECTORS SOCIETY
2018-2021 RESULTS (2022 BUDGET TBD)

REVENUES 2018 ACTUAL 2019 ACTUAL 2020 ACTUAL 2021 ACTUAL
GENERAL & ADMIN $87,531 $84,362 $95,751 $68,896
CONVENTION 37,611 45,604 15,975 27,549
COMMEMORATIVE 101,879 92,936 151,822 118,415
AUCTION 95,903 88,854 3,771% 17,850*
MIDWINTER 10,220 11,263 11,210 5,336
RWCS GEAR - - - 1,832
YOUTH 446 348 16 2,947
TOTAL REVENUES $333,590 $323,366 $278,545 $242.825
EXPENDITURES 2018 ACTUAL 2019 ACTUAL 2020 ACTUAL 2021 ACTUAL
GENERAL & ADMIN $173,722 $174,288 $156,767 $115,235
CONVENTION 22,761 29,622 4,670 15,338
COMMEMORATIVE 50,335 50,077 77,445 60,258
AUCTION 85,695 78,500 222% 1,108*
MIDWINTER 9,094 8,685 9,072 1,351
RWCS GEAR - - - 1,038
YOUTH 1,044 752 - -
TOTAL EXPENDITURES ~ $342,651 $341,924 $248,177 $194,328
INCOME (LOSS) 2018 ACTUAL 2019 ACTUAL 2020 ACTUAL 2021 ACTUAL
GENERAL & ADMIN ($86,190) ($89,927) ($61,016) ($46,339)
CONVENTION 14,850 15,981 11,305 12,211
COMMEMORATIVE 42,859 27,049 74,377 58,157
AUCTION 10,208 10,354 3,549 16,742
MIDWINTER 1,126 2,578 2,138 3,985
RWCS GEAR - - - 794
YOUTH (598) (404) 16 2,947
TOTAL INCOME (LOSS)  ($9,061) ($18,558) $30,368 $48,497

Red Wing
#1336 vase: | ;
Eggshell % ’
Crackle - A
Bronze Footed
andLined, 9”. ¥
Introduced in % ¥
1947. According :
to pg. 43 of Red i
Wing Art Pottery = i
by RWCS Hall \
of FamerRay

Reiss, this piece | II
was included

in the 1988

“Art Pottery of

the Midwest”
exhibition at the
Walker Art Center
in Minneapolis.

In his catalog,
Curator Marion
Nelson called

it “the best
example of
modernism
known by an American commercial art pottery”
in this glaze combination.

+ After experiencing losses for six straight years (2014-2019), we have generated a profit in each of the last two years. As a result, our net assets are
the highest they've been since 2013. Of course, we all know these two years have been far from normal.
« Commemorative income was huge again last year. The COVID jugs sales and profits have really put us over the top.
+ General and Administrative expenses have dropped by more than $65,000 since 2017. One of the main factors of this reduction is the absence of the executive
director salary and benefits since we have not refilled this position. Many key volunteers and two part-time employees have stepped in to absorb the workload.
+ We experienced some signficant progress in 2021. Keep in mind, we received more than $20,000 in donations in 2020 due to the membership’s
generosity in response to COVID and the cancellation of Convention. But we experienced even higher profits in 2021 without those donations.

* Note: The significant differences in the Auction Revenues and Expenditures reported in 2020-2021 vs. 2018-2019 are due to the change in accounting that
occurred when Houghton’s Auction Service started running our auction online in 2020. Whereas the RWCS used to accept payment for the items and

pay the consignors, Houghton’s now handle those steps and simply writes

a check to the RWCS for ig %ar% %f Etahl%rroeﬂ{lv
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|
COLLECTOR Q &A:
Greta Hoermann

Q. When did you begin collecting Red Wing? What was your
first piece and what made you decide to buy it?

A. | bought my first piece from a junk shop in Lake Bluff, IL in the
early 1970s. It was a 25 gallon wing crock that | tried to use as a
terrarium, but it didn’t work so | put a wooden cover on it and turned
it into a side table.

Q. What year did you join the RWCS? How did you hear about
the club?

A. | joined in 1980, but | had been to Red Wing a couple times
before that when visiting my cousins who lived in Minnesota. They
knew | liked Red Wing, so we took a trip to the Pottery Salesroom
and | became intrigued by dinnerware. By coincidence, we were
there during the RWCS Convention in either 1978 or 1979, and
that's how | learned about the club.

Q. Your husband Kirk seemed to be very supportive of your
collecting. Was he always that way, or did he take some
convincing at first?

A. He thought | was a little crazy, but was always very supportive.
We were married for nearly 60 years before he passed away in
2020. One of my favorite collecting memories involves him. | won

a 10 gallon wing churn from a Convention Auction in the 1980s to
complete my set of churns, but the car was full and | was having

a hard time finding space for it. Kirk had his pilot’s license at the
time, and he had flown into Red Wing from Tennessee. Since
he was flying back to lllinois, he offered to take the churn
home with him in the plane.

Story and photos by RWCS Newsletter
Editor Rick Natynski

Photo contributions from RWCS Member
Greta Hoermann

- | £ y
Greta has assembled the only‘complete set of
RWCS Special Commemoratives in existence—
All are pictured here except for the 2021
versions, which she acquired after the photos
were taken. She especially likes how the 1987
gold wing ashtray stands out among the rest.

Without really thinking, | said, “But what if you crash?!” He gave
me a strange look and said, “OK, see you in Chicago,” and just
turned and walked away. | ended up fitting the churn in the car, but |
remember thinking, “Hmm, | wonder if he will meet me in Chicago.”

Q. A lot of collectors know you for being the only person with a
full set of RWCS Special Commemoratives. What first drew you
to collecting those?

A. We used to take four or five of our grandchildren to Convention
with us every year. In the early 1990s, one of my granddaughters
won a “Special” when her name was drawn from the list of everyone
who volunteered, and she let me have it. | had always liked the
commemoratives because they provided a good demonstration of
everything Red Wing made during its time. | also liked that they
were small, because | was starting to run out of display space
because of all the large pieces in my collection. | thought it would
be fun to collect the Special Commemoratives since so few were
made every year, so | started networking. After word got out, |
started getting calls from people who offered to sell me the Special
Commemoratives they had won.

Q. Which was the hardest to find and how did you finally track
it down?

A. The blue sponged Acid Proof Pitcher took me the longest. They
made only five of them back in 1986. | had posted a few times
about wanting one on the RWCS Facebook Chapter page and got
a lot of responses, but they were all offering me the regular pitcher
from that year. Finally someone from California contacted me. | was
pretty excited when they sent me pictures and it was right one.

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society



At left: Greta has several Red Wing ‘Lunch Hour
dinnerware plates. Signed on the back, longtime Red
Wing designer Charles Murphy made this incredible
example in 1946, likely for an acquaintance.

ABOUT THE RWCS SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVES

The club introduced the first Special Commemorative
in 1982 when then Commemorative Managers,
RWCS Hall of Famers Gary & Bonnie Tefft, made
two all-white Cherryband mugs. Sold at the 1982
and 1983 Convention Auctions, they brought
$310 and $250, respectively. Ever since then, a
“Special” variation of the regular Commemorative
has been made in limited quantities (19 or less)
and awarded to Convention Display winners, drawn
as prizes and auctioned off to benefit the club.
RWCS Commemorative Manager Bob Morawski
started making two different versions of the Special
Commemoratives in 2011 (9 of each). Although
variations of the 1977 salt glaze crock (decoration)
and 1980 wing churn (size) exist, they weren't
officially made as Special Commemoratives.

Q. You have some really nice 2 gallon Red Wing

Top: Greta has a nice sampling of 2 gallon Ice Water and Ice Tea coolers. An
interesting observation is that the tea cooler with the wing says “Ice Tea”, while
the other says “Iced Tea”. Above: Greta has 11 Red Wing eggcups in several
different glazes. Just slightly over 2 inches tall and hard to find, Red Wing
eggcups have a cult following among collectors who like colorful smalls.

At right: The hand-turned 2 gallon Ice Water with wing is the piece Greta paid
the most for, but the 60 gallon crock at the bottom of the page was a relative
bargain; she paid $100 for it in the 1970s. “I had taken our two younger boys
and two of their friends along when | went to look at it,” Greta recalls. “We had
a VW bus and one of the kids had to sit on the crock on the way home. I didn’t
tell Kirk what I paid for it for 10 years. | felt so guilty spending $100...it was a lot
of money in the 1970s.” The rare 4 gallon “Blanchard Buttermilk” cooler in the
center was made for a creamery in Montana.

Most of them are signed “Red Wing USA” on the

water coolers. When drew you to collecting those?

A. I've always loved them. | think | was intrigued that
Red Wing made so many different variations, but | don't
know — | probably also liked that they were hard to find
and expensive. | remember Kirk asking me once why |
couldn’t collect something that was cheap.

Q. Ha, I'm pretty sure my wife has asked me the
same question! Considering your mix of stoneware
and dinnerware, you have a pretty diverse
collection. What types of dinnerware and art
pottery do you collect?

A. | really like the shape of the Pompeii and Pepi
dinnerware patterns and use both for everyday meals.
Kirk's favorite was the Ardennes pattern and we used
it at Christmas time since the green design looks like
a wreath. | also collected a set of Red Wing Desert
dinnerware that took me at least 10 years to complete.
I'm always looking for ‘Lunch Hour’ or sample
dinnerware plates for my collection, and | love mugs
and eggcups, too.

Q. Those eggcups are cool! | don’t think I've ever
seen one for sale. Where have you found them?

A. | found my first one on eBay; | never knew they
existed until then. They're not easy to find, but since
then I've found most of them through word-of-mouth.

Licensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com.

bottom, but sometimes they were unmarked.

Q. Aside from word-of-mouth, how have you
acquired most of your pieces?

A. | used to drive all over Northern lllinois and Southern
Wisconsin antiquing when my eyesight was better, but
now | mostly add to my collection by going to the RWCS
Convention or finding items on eBay or the different Red
Wing pages on Facebook. | really like those pages —
they help keep me engaged in collecting.

Q. Do your kids have any interest in Red Wing?

A. | have four adult sons and 12 grandchildren and
yes, several like Red Wing. I've given quite a bit of
dinnerware to them over the years and a couple of my
sons have their names on pieces. One son loves the
Commemoratives.

Q. Are there any specific pieces you’re hunting for,
but haven’t been able to find yet?

A. I'm still trying to find a 2 gallon Elephant Ear Ice
Water cooler and I'm always looking for more ‘Lunch
Hour’ dinnerware plates. And I'm hoping to pick up this
year's Special Commemoratives at Convention, too.

You can reach Greta at grandmagretah@yahoo.com.
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At 5'9”, Frederick Rudolph Welz was not a big man, but he carried a lot of
weight in St. Paul, MN. As owner of the city’s largest and most prestigious
hotel and a major liquor house and saloon, the German immigrant's company
became one of Red Wing's largest customers of stoneware advertising
jugs. He was worth today’s equivalent of $25 million when he died.

Born in 1833, Welz became the owner of a woolen goods factory at
the young age of 24. He operated it until 1873, when three major wars
disrupted the German economy. Suffering heavy losses, he shut it
down and decided that the United States offered more opportunity for
his family. A year later, he left Germany with his wife, Theresie, and
their 16-year-old daughter, Marie Theresa.

WelZ's first stop in America was Philadelphia, where he eventually saved

up enough money to purchase a restaurant and found he had a knack for
the hospitality industry. Within three years he saved up $10,000 (equivalent
to nearly $285,000 today), and set his sights on buying a hotel. Uprooting
again, he purchased the Circle Park House hotel in Indianapolis.

Welz spent only four years in Indy, but they were important to his
growth. In addition to building valuable experience in the hotel industry,
he learned English, became a U.S. citizen and gained a son-in-law
and future business partner in Dr. Christian Fry, a New York native who
owned an Indianapolis pharmacy.

In 1882, Welz sold the hotel and moved north to St. Paul with his wife,
daughter and son-in-law in tow. There he turned two different hotels
into profitable establishments — the Clarendon Hotel from 1882 to 1885,
and the Merchants Hotel from 1887 to 1892, on which he partnered
with Fry, who had been running a pharmacy in St. Paul. (Red Wing
eventually made advertising mini jugs for the Merchants Hotel, but it
was long after Welz and Fry sold the business.)

After a yearlong sabbatical to Germany with his wife, Welz returned with
his sights on St. Paul’s lucrative liquor trade. He partnered up with local
businessman Robert Mangler, and established a wholesale and retail
liquor business called “Welz-Mangler Co., Importers and Jobbers, Wines
and Liquors.” Located in a four-story building at 466-468 Wabasha St.,
the facility also housed the well-known Sterling Wine House saloon.

Welz-Mangler Co. transferred whiskey from distilleries into its own - .

stoneware jugs and marketed them to a number of local bars,
restaurants and hotels. According to the Red Wing Potteries Ledger,
the company ordered 460 advertising jugs between 1908 and 1911
— 300 of which were 2 gallon common jugs. At least 100 5 gallon
hand-turned jugs were made; it's unknown how many of these came
adorned with a wing. Only 10 4 gallon shoulder jugs bearing the
Welz-Mangler name were ordered during this time.

At least 8,225 Sterling Wine House advertising jugs were
ordered from 1908 to 1912 — 8,200 of which were either a half

FREDERICK WELZ
& THE STERLING
WINE HOUME

Adapted from Jack Sullivan’s “Those Pre-Pro Whiskey Men!” Blog
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on March 10, 1908. The ad can also be found on 2 gallon Red Wing
common jugs. Another pottery also made shoulder jugs for the saloon.

In partnership with Fry, Welz also purchased St. Paul’s largest hotel

at the time — the luxurious Ryan Hotel — which had gone bankrupt
during the economic downturn of 1893. Before long, they turned it

into another profitable venture. Welz retired from running the hotel in
1904, but continued to be listed as secretary-treasurer of Welz-Mangler
and the Sterling Wine House. Eventually his son-in-law took over as
president. Becoming a widower in 1906. Welz spent time with his nine
grandchildren and overwintered in Florida. In 1910, he died in Daytona,
FL at the age of 76, with his daughter by his side.

One of the final references to Welz-Mangler Co. as an active business
appeared in a January 1919 U.S. Treasury Dept. document. In the
same year, Fry died and Prohibition was enacted, making it likely that
the company ceased around that time.

Editor’s note: Much of this article was derived from “Frederick Welz Found
Wealth in Hotels and Hooch” — an article that

appears on the “Those Pre-Pro Whiskey
Men!” blog (www.pre-prowhiskeymen.
blogspot.com). A Welz biography from
the 1908 book, Past and

Present of St. Paul, /:_D 5
Minnesota, lllustrated -
with Views and
Portraits, by

W.B. Hennessy

is credited

as the main

source.

Welz-Mangler jug
photo courtesy

of RWCS Member
"o Doug Perkins.




SUMMARY OF SUBSTANTIVE PROPOSED REVISIONS TO
THE BYLAWS OF THE RED WING COLLECTORS SOCIETY, INC.

According to Article XV — Amendments, of the RWCS Bylaws, proposed amendments
to the Bylaws by the Board of Directors are required to be published in the RWCS
Newsletter at least once, and ratified by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members
in good standing present at the Annual Business Meeting or a special meeting.

For the most part, the proposed bylaw revisions herein fall into six categories:
1. The clarification of minor points, spelling and grammar corrections throughout the
bylaws to bring statements into today’'s meaning or terminology.
2. Article IIl - Membership: Proposes the addition of a “Green” membership, which is
the same as a Primary membership, minus receiving a physical newsletter.
3. Article IV — Executive Committee, Board of Directors and Officers: Addition of a
proposed “liaison” from the Executive Committee for partnerships with other similar
organizations. For Managers on the Board, the addition of wording to allow an “assist
person” to attend BOD meetings with the elected Board member requiring physical
assistance. (This is a non-voting, non-participating position.) Provision to broaden the
Job Description of the Representatives at Large.
4. Article V — Nominating Committee and Voting Procedure: Revised with suggested
wording to outline voting dates and procedures to accommodate electronic balloting
and methods for paper balloting.
5. Article XXI — Termination of the Society: Additions to broaden the original intent
of the Bylaw framers for the dispensation of the artifacts, history and finances of the
Society in case of termination.
6. Article XXIV - Society Donations: Propose and establish limits to Society donations.

The Board of Directors hereby proposes the following amendments to the Bylaws.
Indented portions of regular text indicate existing text. If text is being added, the new
text will be in bold italics (new text). If text is being removed, the removed text will be
in bold italics with strikethrough line (removed).

PREAMBLE

We, the Red Wing Collectors Society, are dedicated to the collection and
preservation of Red Wing and other American stoneware and pottery. Our goals are
to research the history of pottery in America, to share that information, to establish
a network of collectors, to bring collectors together at an annual convention, and to
encourage the buying, selling, and trading of stoneware and pottery at all Society
sponsored events. We look to expand the public’'s awareness of stoneware and
pottery, not only as an art form, but as a historical reflection of American culture.
In order to promote our goals, to enhance friendships among collectors, to recruit
new members, to support our elected officials, and to be at all times a credit to our
organization, we do hereby establish these Bylaws.

ARTICLE Ill - Membership
Any person who appreciates stoneware and pottery, who subscribes to the beliefs
set forth in the Preamble, Bylaws, and Rules and Regulations of the RWCS, and
pays the annual dues, shall be eligible to become a member of the Society and
shall be afforded all the rights and privileges of the organization. The RWCS shall
use a Primary/Green/Associate annual membership fee structure effective August
1, 2022 2602, except as noted below.

APrimary or Green annual membership shall be afforded all the rights and privileges
of the organization. “Green” memberships are defined as Primary memberships
without a physical newsletter. Members with Green membership will have
access to the newsletter online, and will carry full voting status. An Associate
annual membership shall be afforded all the rights and privileges of the organization
except for the receipt of the physical newsletter. The Associate membership is
intended for a spouse or partner, residing at the same address as the
Primary/Green member, and any children still living in that household above
the age of Young Collector, including those away at school (college).

There must be at least one Primary/Green membership per household address
in order to have additional members at that address having Associate member
status. Alternate memberships are:

“Complimentary” memberships are free and utilized administratively for
special situations and include access to events and receipt of the newsletter.
Such memberships must be approved by the RWCS Board of Directors.
“Complimentary” memberships do not have voting rights.

“Children’s” memberships are a complimentary, free type of membership
available to RWCS members in good standing for any child 13 years old

| WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG
Licensed to beaubrewer19/7@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society

or younger which said member chooses to sponsor at RWCS events which may
be complimentary. No other benefits are included unless the child(ren) becomes a
Primary, Green, or Associate member.

“Young Collectors” memberships are a complimentary, free type of membership
available to RWCS members in good standing for any youth between the ages of
14 and 18 which said member chooses to sponsor at RWCS events which may
be complimentary. No other benefits are included unless the child(ren) becomes a
Primary, Green, or Associate member.

Some remaining memberships are categorized as “Additional” which were utilized
prior to the Primary/Associate classification can no longer be acquired, and are
only maintained by such members as long as the Primary Membership is paid
continuously. If the Primary Membership lapses, the “Additional” Membership
lapses, and it must be reinstated as Primary or Green status.

ARTICLE IV - Executive Committee, Board of Directors, and Officers

The organization shall be governed by the Board of Directors which shall be
composed of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, Auction
Manager, Commemorative Manager, Education Manager, and two Representatives
atLarge. The Executive Director (if that position has been filled) shall be an ex-
officio non-voting member of the Board of Directors. The Immediate Past President
may, at the discretion of the current President, be a non-voting member of the

Board of Directors for-tip-to-two-years.

The Executive Committee shall be composed of the President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, and the Executive Director (ex-officio non-voting) if
one has been hired. This group will meet as determined by the Board to effectively
conduct the business of the RWCS.

A member of the Executive Committee will be the liaison for any partnerships
formed with other similarly interested organizations and will be chosen by
the Executive Committee.

Vice President - to assume the duties of the President if the President is unable
to serve, be chairperson of the Nominating Committee, and Board liaison with the
Editor of the newsletter ptblisher and convention paper publishers.

Treasurer - to oversee the disbursement of organization funds which are to be
spent for and on behalf of the organization, and to present a financial report at the
annual business meeting and for publication in the newsletter, the RWCS website,
or other online venues.

Historian - to collect, categorize, and document information pertaining to the
Society and to prepare and present a report at the Annual Business meeting
pertaining to important information and findings of the past year.

Managers - Auction, Commemorative and Education

Each manager position shall have only one vote on the Board of Directors,
regardless of the number of members sharing the position. Executive Board
positions cannot be shared, however, if approved by the Executive Board,
an assisting person may attend all Board meetings.

It is the intent of this representative concept to provide additional input and
information between the membership as a whole, and the RWCS Board of
Directors, and for the representatives to convey input and information from the
Board of Directors to the individual chapters and membership as a whole, in order
to provide a better source of communication between the Board of Directors
and the membership. The Representatives are responsible to keep chapter
information up to date on our website and provide chapter meeting and
other chapter information to our Newsletter Editor for publication in Clay
Connection, Newsletter, or Convention paper.

Executive Director - shall be hired by the RWCS (if the Board of Directors deems
the position needs to be filled) to be responsible for managing the daily business
of the Red Wing Collectors Society, and for coordinating the planning, organization,
and management of the Annual Convention, the MidWinter Convention and
other official Society functions. The Executive Director will work with

“Bylaws” continued on page 14.




TOGETHER
AGAIN

Sometime in the 1980s, my father Lyle found an unusual
pitcher at a garage sale — a white Town & Country 2
pint pitcher decorated with artwork from the Kermis and
Colonnes patterns. The colors are not the same as found
on standard production pieces, but there is no mistaking
the Kermis jester and the Colonnes columns. Dad sure
didn’t pay too much, judging from the $1.75 garage sale
price sticker he left the on the bottom.

Town & Country was discontinued in 1956, Kermis was
made in 1955-1956 and Colonnes was available only in
1957. Since most ‘Lunch Hour’ dinnerware items were
made in the late 1940s, | believed this to be a practice
piece on a leftover Town & Country pitcher by a pottery
worker preparing to paint Kermis and Colonnes production
items. After my father’s passing, the pitcher was given to
me. It is one of my favorite pieces of Red Wing because of
the connection to my father and because it’s an incredibly
neat pitcher.

Recently, fellow RWCS and Gopher Chapter Member Paul
Boudin contacted me to ask about a sugar and creamer set
he purchased on eBay. My jaw dropped as | realized Paul's
set was a match to the pitcher my father found more than 30
years earlier. What are the chances? We decided to bring
our pieces to the chapter’s holiday party and get a group
photo. Ultimately, Paul graciously agreed to sell his sugar
and creamer to me to keep the set together. Now that three
matching pieces have turned up, | no longer believe the
pitcher is a practice piece. Perhaps they were made for a
pottery worker’s retirement or some other special occasion.

[ can't help but wonder if more matching pieces might be lurking
out there. Maybe another will tumn up in another 30 years?

If you know of another piece matching this set, you can reach

=== Larry at redwinglr@aol.com. ]
Vet Red Wing Collectors Society
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s 2022 CONVENTION AUCTION Information & Form to Submit

YoRed Wing = Thursday, July 14, 2022 - Red Wing, MN - DEADLINE MAY 27, 2022
N vIg SAVE TIME! ENTER ITEMS ONLINE:
s WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION

The RWCS Auction is open to the entire membership. Every member may submit item(s) for the auction.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: THE 2022 MEMBER AUCTION WILL BE HELD ONLINE AND LIVE/IN
PERSON IN THE RIVER BLUFF SCHOOL GYMNASIUM IN RED WING, MN. ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE. MEMBERS MUST BE REGISTERED FOR CONVENTION TO PREVIEW THE AUCTION.

2022 SELLERS COMMISSION STRUCTURE - 12% commission on those items that sell for $100 or more.

Items for less than $100 will be assessed a $20 minimum commission.

RESERVE OPTION for auction submissions:

1. $1,000 minimum price on reserve items.

2. 12% commission on items that sell. If item(s) do not hit reserve, seller fee is $100 to the RWCS.

3. The Auction Manager can reject the reserve option if the item has a value significantly less than $1,000
Each auction lot submission:

1. Form must be submitted using the ONLINE or PAPER FORM. No submissions taken by phone.

2. You may submit more than one item.

3. Each additional lot MUST have its own online or paper form. DO NOT PUT TWO LOTS ON THE SAME FORM.

A limited number of RWCS Commemoratives 1977-2020 will be allowed - no 2021 Commemoratives will be allowed.
Chapter Commemoratives can only be submitted by Chapter Presidents for the most recent year.

You or another RWCS Member registered for the Convention must bring your piece to Convention. You may not ship
your item(s) to the Convention site, RWCS office or the Auction Manager.

Once your item(s) is submitted for the auction, no substitutions, altered or otherwise not in their original form will be allowed.
Multiple item lots allowed include RWCS Commemoratives or Dinnerware Sets.

Acceptable items are American Pottery including: Red Wing Art Pottery, Stoneware, Dinnerware or Red Wing memorabilia.
Modern-day reproductions are not allowed. Example: new Water Cooler Lids, etc.

LOT NUMBERS: An EMAIL will be sent to you by JUNE to notify you of the lot number assigned to your item(s). All items
submitted for the auction will be selected, provided they fall within the parameters of acceptable items. If your item is not
allowed for some reason, the Auction Manager will notify you.

PLEASE REMEMBER you are sending a registration form far in advance of the July Convention Auction. Be prepared to hold
your piece(s) until you are notified in JUNE that it has or has not been selected. BE CAREFUL! If your item has been confirmed
for the Auction, but does not show up at Convention Auction, you will forfeit your Auction privileges for 2023.

WE STRIVE TO PREVENT NO-SHOWS. If you are in doubt about whether or not your piece has been selected, please contact
the RWCS at membership@redwingcollectors.org or 651-388-4004. OR, contact DAVE HUISMAN, Auction Manager at
auction@redwingcollectors.org or 916-996-3584.

AUCTION SUBMISSION STEPS

1. Be sure your RWCS membership is current. Submissions will NOT be allowed in the Auction if your membership has expired.

2. ONE PAPER FORM per submission. DO NOT put additional submissions on the same form.

3. If using the PAPER FORM, you may send digital photos to membership@redwingcollectors.org. Include your name and
member number with each photo.

4. Submitting ONLINE: When uploading multiple photos of multiple items, please title each file with your last name,
submission number and alphabetic letter so auction staff can easily identify each piece. For example, if Joe Smith submits
two items and three different photos of each, he would title photos of the first piece: SMITH_1A, SMITH_1B and
SMITH_1C. Photos of the second piece would be titled SMITH_2A, SMITH_2B and SMITH_2C.

PLEASE READ THE AUCTION GUIDELINES ABOVE BEFORE YOU COMPLETE THIS FORM!

S mwy 2022 AUCTION ITEM REGISTRATION FORM | SUBMISSION# LoT #
S Cleger Seen e Thursday, July 14, 2022
HELP SAVE VOLUNTEER TIME - Please submit your form online! WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION
Mail form to: RWCS Auction Submission - PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066 - Questions? contact Auction Mgr. Dave Huisman

I:l CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A RESERVE ITEM (ltems that don’t meet reserve are subject to a $100 fee) DEADLINE: MAY 27, 2022
RESERVE PRICE ($1,000 minimum): $

NAME: MEMBER #

ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP;

EMAIL PHONE

ITEM DESCRIPTION 4
~

CONDITION ( < 13

INTERNAL USE ONLY




AD RATES

Classified ads are 20¢ per word for members
and 30¢ per word for non-members; $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis. In addition to appearing in the
newsletter, classifieds and display ads are posted
on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size Ad Rate
Full page $500

1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) 275

1/4 page 150

1/8 page 85

Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.
DISPLAY AD DIMENSIONS

Full Page 8x10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical) ~ 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 4x5.25
1/8 page 4x2.125

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or
PDF file. There is an additional 10 percent fee for
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).

DEADLINES

Issue_ Ads Editorial  Mail Date
January Nov.25 Nov.15 Jan.6
March Feb.10 Feb.1  March 15
May April 10 April 1 May 15
September  Aug. 1 July25  Sept. 1
November  Oct. 1 Sept. 25 Nov. 1
EDITOR ADDRESS

E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org.
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to:
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072.
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

“Bylaws” continued from page 11.

the Managers of Auction, Commemorative and Education, and the Convention
Support Positions of Display, Registration and Show and Sale.

CLASSIFIEDS

RED WING FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 8 gal and two 6 gal birchleaf crocks
(black), 2 gal birchleaf churn (blue), 15 gal wing
crock (black number & oval). Text or call Brian at 303-
521-4773 or e-mail brian.bc.culligan@gmail.com for
photos & prices. Located north of Milwaukee.

FOR SALE: Full set of Stone Mason Fruit Jars; 1
Gallon, 1/2 Gallon, Quart, and “squatty quart”. All
have the black label. Mint condition, $1400 for set.
E-mail Craig at cchamrick@premieronline.net or call
712-540-3746 for more information or pictures.

FOR SALE: Many years of RWCS
Commemoratives, running from 1990 to 2017.
Contact geridailey@gmail.com for more info. Pickup
in Plymouth, MN. Cash only.

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: 5-inch Royal Blue REED mixing bowl;
Pelican Ash Receiver #880 Matt Burgundy glaze;
Magnolia Group shape No. 1020 Pitcher, 1027, 1216,
1234 Vases and 1032 Plate in Oxblood (burgundy)
glaze. Contact Jay at jayjuergens@mac.com or 952-
881-1676. Hoping to hear from you! 11/22

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Washington,
Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, and Utah. WILL PAY
TOP DOLLAR FOR RED WING pieces from Wyoming.
Always looking for other rare and unique items. Contact
Trevor at tstephe4@gmail.com or 541-480-3016. 3/24

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, and colors
of Michigan advertising. If you have a piece just sitting
around not getting the love like it use to anymore, let's
change that! Call or text Eric at 906-282-1180 or e-mail
edeyaert@mtu.edu. 8/22

WANTED: I'm a life long Montanan working hard to
improve my collection of Montana, Idaho and Wyoming
stoneware. If you happen to have, or know somebody
that has an example, PLEASE let me know and let's
talk! | promise you won't regret it! Call or text 406-788-
7851, e-mail me at sawtooth5150@gmail.com, or drop
anote to Skyland Rider on Messenger. Thank you!!!
324

WANTED: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye Excelsior Springs
bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 gt Macomb Excelsior Springs
bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red Wing advertising
bailed jugs. Contact Larry at grn57tr@gmail.com

or 816-898-9260.

WANTED: Will pay strong price for RW bean pot
with Westby, Wis. advertising. Contact Rich at 608-
617-7424 or repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org.

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North
Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too. The
more rare the better! Will pay top $$ for the right
pieces. Contact beehive@polarcomm.com or
701-270-0242.

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Omaha and
Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs —
Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque. Still
looking for mini & salesman sample flower pots in
any colors, too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or
402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing salt glaze salesman sample
crocks, adv. bean pots from Shamokin, PA & Frazer,
MT, and mint #687 blue/green Chromoline vase.
Contact Rick at newsletter@redwingcollectors.org
or 414-416-WING.

15", The Officers, Managers, and Representatives at Large shall be elected by

a plurality vote of those members casting their ballots who are members in good

standing as of April 15". the-efesing-date:

All support positions shall be appointed by the Executive Director, if any,
with the advice and consent of the Board of Directors. If there is no Executive
Director, then the full board shall appoint. Support Positions are not deemed
members of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V - Nominating Committee and Voting Procedure
The Vice President shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of four other
members, at least three of whom shall not be members of the Board of Directors.
Notification of upcoming elections shall be posted on the RWCS Facebook
page at the same time the notification requesting candidates is printed in the
newsletter. Nominations and resumes of candidates for the election of Officers,
Auction, Commemorative, and Education Managers, and Representatives at Large
shall be published in the RWCS newsletter at least two months prior to the election.

Voting will begin May 1+, Balloting will be by mail or other designated electronic
method. Voting will be allowed by electronic or by paper ballot to all members
in good standing on April 15*. Online voting instructions will be e-mailed
to members on April 30 along with electronic ballots. Members who don’t
have internet access can request to have a hard copy of the ballot mailed to
them starting April 30*. Electronic ballots will only be sent to Primary,
Green, and Associate members with a unique email address. Mail-in
ballots must be received in the RWCS office no later than June 30%.

ess day on June

: G £ theJune-30"-closing-oh have-histherbath 1
There will no longer be nominations or voting for board members at the annual
convention.

Balloting by mail or electronic method will commence in-the-spring on May 1+ of each
election year with the Representatives at Large being responsible for the auditing and
counting of ballots. with The newly elected Board members to be announced at the
Annual Business meeting. If the current Representatives at Large are on the ballot,
other members of the Board of Directors not on the ballot must be designated
to audit the balloting for the Representatives at Large.

ARTICLE VII - Annual Convention and Business Meeting

The annual Convention and business meeting shall be held i, or near, Red Wing,
Minnesota. It will take place around the end of the second full weekend in July
unless the Board so determines that the date may be in conflict with a major
event such as a holiday or a suitable venue is not available. In that case, an
alternate date in July or June will be selected. The Board will review the calendar
a minimum of 24 23 months prior to the meeting. The meeting dates will be
published a minimum of 42 10 months prior to the event; however, the Board

Al electronic vofing will close at th f i : : -
T N éhfll"@"gma .com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Bylaystgontinued on page 1.



Write In/Vote
Trevor Stephens

for RWCS Treasurer.

You will have to write in my name.
I am rather new to the Society and

attended my first convention in
2019. My partner and | attended

in 2019 and 2021 and plan to keep

attending. We live in Redmond,
Oregon. More recently | really
began to focus on collecting
Red Wing Advertising from the
west coast including Oregon,
Washington, Idaho,

Montana, California, and Utah. We

travel regularly and have visited
every town that we possess an
advertising piece from. I've been
collecting primitives since | was 12

years old and had my first antique mall space at 14. | love buying and selling. | love
the thrill and joy of finding a piece for a fellow collector. | am running for Treasurer
because | believe it’s time to give back to a hobby that | enjoy so much. 1 believe

| can bring some unique skills because | have a law degree (JD) and an MPA. | am
the business manager for our county Community Justice Department where |
oversee budgets, grants, contracts, and program development. Much of my day

is spreadsheets and | am always working on strategies to increase our fiscal and
administrative efficiencies. Stoneware has allowed me to develop relationships with
people all over the country who share the passion of collecting and | would really
enjoy the opportunity to give back in the role of Treasurer. | really support the role of

the society and want to play a larger role.

Please write in Trevor Stephens for Treasurer, | appreciate your support.

VOTE
Doug Perkins
(Bee Guy) &
Chris Tincher

for
Representatives At
Large & Write In
Glen Pearson for

Historian
We want to make
a difference!

VOTE FOR
Nancy Lambert
& Historian <~

“It has been my privilege to serve

and | ask for your vote to continue that service.”

* Continuous member Red Wing Collectors
Society since 1997

« Attended every Convention and Mid-
Winter GetTogether since 2002

* RWCS BOD, Historian 2014-present

* Designed and produced brochures,
registration forms and posters for RWCS
* Authored: “Collecting the Legacy,
RWCS Commemoratives Vol. Il

* Authored “Kansas/Missouri Advertising
Stoneware Made in Red Wing, MN”

* Authored “Our Stories of Collecting”

-a collection of stories about how RWCS
collectors got started collecting

* 35th Convention Committee;
Chairperson 40th Convention Committee
* Researched, gathered historical photos
from RWCS archives to present a 40th
Anniversary Convention video

* RWCS Convention Manager 2021

* Planned MidWinter Weekend 2022

* Convention Manager 2022

* Currently making RWCS website updates
and helping members with membership

needs since exeqifyedirerp A Yaubrewer19!

as your historian

position. Helped create and write “Clay
Connection” newspage

* Convention Refresh Committee
Co-chair 2020

* RWCS Foundation (Museum) Board of
Directors 2013-2019 serving as Historian
and Fundraising Chairperson

¢ Helped move the Schleich Museum
from Lincoln, Nebraska to Red Wing

* Served on the “Wine-ing” for Red Wing
Committee 2012-2019 that raised more
than $67,000 for the Museum

* Founding Member Friends of the Pottery
Museum of Red Wing “Benefactor” level

 Created and implemented “Capital
300 Club” that helped pay off the
Museum Building
* Designed & created the self-guided tour
brochure, post cards, posters for the
Museum, wrote and helped present the
Museum’s capital campaign kickoff 2014,
“Preserving the Past - Ensuring our Future.”
* RWCS Hall of Fame 2021
Please VOTE
When You Receive Your Ballot

mail.com.

“Bylaws” continued from page 14.

may change that date up to 42 two months prior to the event in case of
unforeseen circumstances. Attendance at the convention shall be limited to
current members in good standing of the Society

ARTICLE XV - Amendments
Amendments to these Bylaws shall be proposed by the Board of Directors.
Amendments are not effective until published in the newsletter or online at
least once, and ratified by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members in
good standing present at the annual business meeting or a special meeting.

ARTICLE XXI - Termination of Society

In the event the RWCS should cease to exist, for whatever reason, the
then current Board of Directors shall take appropriate steps to pay all
outstanding bills of the Society, including termination expenses, if possible.
If any funds remain, the Board of Directors shall dispose of said funds to an-
organization organizations with purposes compatible to those contained
within the Preamble of the RWCS Bylaws. The disbursement of funds
from the termination of the RWCS, will be split equally, and each
amount will be pro-rated over a period of 10 years as administered by
a Bank Trust Department in Red Wing, MN.

ARTICLE XXIIl - Employees
Any employee and/or agent may be removed or replaced, fer-eattse; at
any time by the Executive Director (if one has been hired) and/or Board
of Directors.

ARTICLE XXIV - Society Donations
To ensure that funds are always available to carry out the mission of
the Red Wing Collectors Society, annual donations to any facility or
organization that meets the purposes compatible to those contained
in the preamble, will be limited up to $10,000 maximum without a
vote of the membership at the annual Business meeting. Any
total annualized amount over $10,000, but less than $25,000,
will require a vote approved by two-thirds of the members in
attendance at the Annual Business meeting.

Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society




VISIT THE STONEWARE MUSEUM OF MONMOUTH, IL

Where Ray & Cindy Brinkmann’s casual purchase of a 5 gallon jug has grown into a collection of more than 1300 items.

Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski
Photos courtesy of Ray & Cindy Brinkman

When Ray & Cindy Brinkmann of Monmouth,

IL were looking for primitives to decorate their
summer home in 2013, a 5 gallon Western
Stoneware jug caught Cindy’s eye. Little did the
couple know that the innocent acquisition would
lead them to snap up another 800 pieces in five
short years and ultimately inspire them to create =
the Stoneware Museum of Monmouth, IL. Ray & Clnd knkmaﬁﬁ ,

“Of course, the look of the pieces drew us to collecting in the first place,” Cindy explains.
“Ray really likes the look of Western’s utilitarian stoneware and whenever we walked into
an antique shop, he would always ask if they had any big crocks for sale. Meanwhile, | was
drawn to the shelves of all the colorful, pretty pottery.”

“The local connection to Monmouth also contributed to our interest,” Ray adds. “Monmouth’s
pottery industry dates back to the 1880s with a sewer pipe factory, and continued with
Monmouth Pottery, Weir Pottery and the eventual Western Stoneware merger in 1906.”

But what made the couple decide to transition from displaying their collection in their home
to becoming museum operators? Longtime travelers of the back roads between lllinois and
Florida, the Brinkmanns were saddened by the abandoned, boarded-up downtown areas they
encountered throughout the Midwest and South that were once thriving community centers.
Living in Monmouth, IL for more than 30 years, they've seen the local population drop by ]
nearly 10 percent during that time, and they don’t want the town to succumb to the same fate. |

“We got to the point where we were running out of space and we didn’t want to break up the
collection, so we thought it would be great to do something for the Monmouth community

to help attract visitors,” Ray says. “We offered to donate the whole collection to the Warren
County Historical Museum in town about 4 years ago, but they said 90 percent of everything
would sit in storage because they didn't have enough display space. We didn't want that to
happen, so we decided to look for a building that could accommodate everything so people
could see examples of all the wares Western made and learn about the company’s long history.”

In 2019, the building that housed Monmouth’s Jehovah Witness church was for sale. In
addition to having good bones, the property came with sufficient parking, making it too good of
an opportunity to pass up. The Brinkmanns formed a board of directors and hired Carol Parrish,
a part-time curator who works year-round. The museum celebrated its grand opening in fall
of 2019, but was only open briefly, having to close in 2020 due to state and local COVID
restrictions. It reopened for a few months in June of 2021 and welcomed about 300 visitors.

The Brinkmanns have added another 500 pieces to the collection since opening 2% years ago, bringing the number of items on display to 1300. Displays
are dedicated to the likes of stoneware, Sleepy Eye, gardenware, art pottery and even newer pieces made by Western Stoneware and Monmouth'’s
defunct Maple City Pottery (1987-2012). It also has a diorama that features equipment and a number of tools from one of the original pottery buildings.

“There’s so much we still don’t have, but we're also trying to be cautious,” Ray explains. “We're on the verge of becoming cluttered, and our display
area is limited because as a commercial space, we need to meet local safety guidelines.”

With 2022 bringing what is expected to be the first full year of uninterrupted operation, the Brinkmanns feel like they're almost starting over, but like the position
they're in. They hope to attract local garden clubs and alumni organizations to visit, and want to explore forming relationships with the local school district
and Monmouth College. They recently hired a second part-time employee to help out, because “What started as a part-time hobby has almost turned
into a full-time job,” Ray says. The museum has an annual operating budget of $35,000-$40,000, which they fund themselves. They've happily
accepted $2,500 in donated items and $6,700 from a recent stoneware benefit auction, which they will use to acquire more pieces for the museum.

“It feels like we've reached a new beginning and we're looking forward to it,” Ray says. “From a financial standpoint, we're fortunate that we've
never had to ask for funding. We don't charge admission; we just want people to come here and see the stoneware and pottery made in and around
Monmouth. We do hope that the museum will become a permanent, self-sustaining fixture in Monmouth long-term though, so we're starting to look
at what it will take to make that happen. But in the meantime, we look forward to meeting a lot of new faces this year. Everyone is welcome!”

The Stoneware Museum of Monmouth IL. is located at 507 S Sunny Ln, Monmouth, IL 61462. It's open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays (April through
October), ar by a ont dmi ss on is free e parking. Contact; 309-255-1939 t the mus e on Facebook for more info.
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