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this image of the Union Stoneware Co. 
exhibit at the 1898 trans-Mississippi 
Exposition in Omaha is one of my 
favorite old photos to stare at. The 
expo opened on June 1st of that year, 
but considering the number of pieces 
involved (11,000 gallons worth), it’s likely 
that Union Stoneware representatives 
designed and ¿rst assembled the exhibit 
in Red Wing in April or May, if not earlier. 
With booth space limited, they surely 
couldn’t take any chances that the grand 
display of all the zinc (“white glazed”) 
pieces wouldn’t ¿t in its entirety after being shipped there by rail.

due to the all the hype focused around the trans-Mississippi exposition, the cost 
associated with being an exhibitor and the amount of work that went into creating the 
display, Union Stoneware clearly viewed it as a unique opportunity to introduce its new 
zinc glaze line to potential buyers throughout the Midwest and across the country as 
a whole. the investment surely paid off with loads of orders, as more than 2.6 million 
people visited the exposition during its 5-month run.

One of the best things about this photo is that it helps us date Red Wing’s transition 
era. Sales lists and periodical articles from the day already informed us that small zinc 
glaze pieces were being made in 1895 and 1896, and salt glazed wares were totally 
discontinued by 1900, if not late 1899. But this photo best shows what the Minnesota 
and Red Wing stoneware companies were capable of by the ¿rst few months of 1898, 
and possibly even the later half of 1897.

We may never know what happened to the special display pieces shown in this 
historical image from the trans-Mississippi exposition, but thanks to material recently 
uncovered by RWCS Member Janice Strike, we now 
know more about this impressive grouping of pieces. 
Check out the article on the back cover to learn 
more. I hope you enjoy it! Rick Natynski, editor

From the Collections of Omaha Public Library.
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ABOUT THE COVER

Cover photo courtesy of RWCS Hall of Famer Larry Peterson.

JULY CROCKFEST CONVENTION INFO IN THIS ISSUE
this newsletter contains a lot of information about the 2021 CrockFest Convention, 
which will be held July 8-10 in beautiful Red Wing, MN. Registration, Commemorative 
order and auction submission forms are included, as is an article by Convention 
Chairperson Nancy Lambert on the next page. We can’t wait to see you there!!

THANK YOU RWCS FACEBOOK CHAPTER!
the RWCS wants to thank the Facebook Chapter for its amazing presentation of Virtual 
MidWinter 2021. the Chapter’s page averaged a total of 3500 “views” per day between 
February 26-28. Chapter of¿cers david Hoffman, todd avery and John Germann put 
together a variety of ¿lmed seminars, a live video tour of the Goodhue History Museum 
and videos from collectors showcasing pottery from their homes. the weekend included 
virtual room sales and concluded with the online Houghton auction. Facebook captures 
the number of times a link was clicked and there were 679 views of the “Pottery dump 
digging” seminar by RWCS Hall of Famer Steve Showers from the RWCS video vault. 
“Belle kogan: Her Life, Career and designs” presented by Bernie Banet had 443 views. 
the videos presented by Larry Birks and todd avery also had several hundred viewers. 
the Virtual MidWinter Gettogether organized by the Facebook Chapter helped ¿ll the 
gap left from the in-person gathering we have loved in the past. thank you to everyone 
who participated. you were part of the success!

RWCS STAFFING UPDATE
The RWCS Board of Directors has interviewed a number of applicants to manage the 
club’s membership, ¿nances and events. although a decision hasn’t been made as of 
press time, we have two promising candidates to oversee our day-to-day operations. 
We thank for your understanding and patience while we’ve searched for new personnel. 
thanks to RWCS Board Members Russa Robinson and Nancy Lambert, who have 
assisted with communications and membership renewals during this time, and RWCS 
Member Luke Wegner, who we hired to handle our accounting and other responsibilities 
in the interim. If you need membership assistance, please contact the of¿ce, preferably 
by e-mailing membership@redwingcollectors.org. the of¿ce can also be reached by 
calling 651-388-4004 on Wednesdays between the hours of 1 to 4 p.m. or by calling that 
number at any time and leaving a short message. your call will be returned. thank you!

PROPOSED BYLAWS CHANGE: MEMBERSHIP DUES
The RWCS Board of Directors is proposing a change to the RWCS Bylaws Article XII 
regarding the setting of annual dues. the existing bylaws require the amount of the 
dues to be voted on at the annual meeting in order to be effective. The Board believes 
it needs the Àexibility of setting dues to meet the ever-changing needs of the RWCS. as 
annual budgets are set in the fall for the following year, it leaves no leeway in changing 
membership dues for that budget year based upon the real-time changes in membership 
and other revenues. to facilitate a timely budget process, we believe this Àexibility is 
needed. In the face of declining membership and other revenue reductions, expense 
controls have not been able to keep pace with falling membership. While the Board is 
working to reduce expenses and struggling to ¿nd volunteers to ¿ll in the gaps, the ability 
to change membership dues is needed. The spirit of the change within the entire Board is 
to manage reasonable increases in order to sustain the organization as long as possible. 
We invite you to ask questions of your Board and approve this change. If this proposal 
isn’t approved, we are requesting a yes/no vote on a change in membership dues.
Proposed: Article XII – Dues: The Board of Directors will establish the amount of the 
annual dues. These dues shall be paid annually to the RWCS.
Existing: Article XII – Dues: The amount of the annual dues shall be established at 
the annual business meeting. These dues shall be paid annually to the RWCS.
Follow Up Proposal: In the case that the ¿rst proposal is voted down, please
approve a change in membership dues to: Primary: $50 Associate: $25.

Above: An undecorated 2 gallon straight-sided “ski” oval Ice Water 

and a 6 gallon with “W.L. Barker” advertising from Granger, WA. 

Below: A 10 gallon wing-decorated Ice Water with “L.A. Larson 

General Merchandise” adv. from Hendricks, MN and a 10 gallon 

with no oval, but four birch leaves (birch leaf coolers sized 12 

gallons and smaller typically have only two leaves).
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Red Wing made water coolers in a wide range of shapes 
and sizes spanning across parts of eight decades before 
stoneware production gave way to art pottery and dinnerware. 
Many collectors prefer the pieces marked “Ice Water”, like 
the rare 40 gallon winged-example on the cover. Ice Waters 
start as small as 2 gallons and run up to the largest known 50 
gallon examples decorated with birch leaves. A challenge of 
collecting Ice Water coolers is the sheer volume of variation 
between pieces. even if you narrow your focus to a speci¿c 
size or decoration, there are further differences like oval type, 
oval placement (over or under the decoration) and whether the 
bung is reinforced or not. And with values ranging from several 
hundreds to several thousands of dollars, they certainly aren’t 
cheap. Beginning on pg. 8, another 32 pictures help tell the 
“Ice Water evolution” story of how these coolers changed over 
a period of about 17 years. But ¿rst, whet your appetite by 
checking out the uncommon examples pictured below.
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CONVENTION PREVIEW

Pottery in the Park! the theme of this year’s 44th annual CrockFest 
Convention says it all!

Colvill Park in Red Wing will be “Red Wing Central” where we will 
meet up with collector friends and have an opportunity to ¿nd that 
special piece of pottery! When the Red Wing School District told us 
they do not plan to rent out facilities this year, we elected to go with 
an indoor/outdoor plan and follow mandates of the state of Minnesota 
regarding the pandemic.

the 2021 RWCS CrockFest Convention will be held at two locations – 
Colvill Park and the nearby National Guard armory in Red Wing. It will 
be important for members to notice event locations and a few schedule 
changes so not to miss any of the fun events planned for you this July.

Most events will take place at Colvill Courtyard, an indoor facility at the 
park, and also under a giant tent that will provide additional shelter. 
Colvill Park is a beautiful park with lots of large shade trees found on 
Highway 61 and on the banks of the mighty Mississippi.

There will be an Opening Session with a Commemorative unveiling 
followed by a keynote presentation. education seminars are planned 
at the Courtyard as well as off-site – something for everyone. RWCS 
gear sales will include this year’s newly designed collector shirt and 
all pro¿ts will support the RWCS. More detailed information will be 
provided in the May RWCS Newsletter.

2021 Convention Commemoratives will be available as MaIL ONLy – 
there will be no Convention pickup this year because of lack of the speci¿c 
type of space required. However, our Commemorative Manager, Bob 
Morawski is planning to have a limited number of Commemoratives 
at Convention in silent auctions as in the past. There will also be 
opportunities to win a Special Commemorative in special drawings and 
as display awards. there is no accessory piece this year, but like last 

year, a special edition jug is available for preorder – a Covid-19 
Vaccine jug to compliment the 2020 anti-Coronavirus jug. the 
2021 Commemoratives and the Covid-19 Vaccine jugs must 
be pre-ordered and will be mail only.

The Official RWCS Auction will be a bit different this year, as 
it will be online. Items may be submitted by members only at 
RedWINGCOLLeCtORS.ORG/aUCtION using an easy-to-follow 
form, or by submitting a paper form also found on the RWCS website 
and on pg. 13 of this issue. A big change this year is that the Auction 
will be held online, giving sellers an opportunity to reach a much 
larger audience. Members not attending the Convention, as well as 
non-members, will have the opportunity to bid online in real time. 
There will be an auction preview and members must be registered 
for Convention to preview the items. At press time, we are not able 
to guarantee that the auction will be live/in person because of venue 
restrictions. The deadline to submit items for the Auction is May 1.

The Convention Display Room will showcase small displays this 
year. Entries will be limited to four items of pottery or memorabilia 
in addition to educational information in the display. Many of us ¿nd 
it too dif¿cult to transport items for the large displays of the past, so 
participating will be much easier. One Special Commemorative each 
will be awarded to the best of show in the Stoneware, Art Pottery, 
dinnerware, Memorabilia and dennis yaeggi Rare Item categories. 
Displays are voted on by members, using criteria such as overall 
appearance, education and creativity. Individuals and chapters are 
encouraged to put together a non-competitive display for member 
viewing. The display entry form can be found on the RWCS website.

The 2021 Convention Show & Sale will have a limited number of 
spaces this year and will be set up in two locations in close proximity 
to each other – Colvill Courtyard and the Red Wing Central tent. 
There will be a limited number of tables indoors or in the tent, on a 
¿rst-come, ¿rst-serve basis; sellers should refer to the registration form 
included with this newsletter. Questions? Please contact RWCS Hall 
of Famer Gail Peck at gpeck1@neb.rr.com.

The Friday Evening Members GetTogether will follow the Annual 
Members Business Meeting with food, music and door prizes. 
Members will be able to socialize with collector friends. The 
Saturday Night Banquet won’t be held this 
year because of the pandemic, but we hope 
we will be able to bring it back for next year’s 
Convention – CrockFest 2022.

the RWCS Board of directors will make 
some tweaks to the 2021 Convention 
events and schedule as the event 
draws closer. Please notice the 
registration and Commemorative 
ordering deadlines stated on the 
forms found in this newsletter. 
Check the RWCS website and 
watch your e-mail for updates. We 
hope to see all of you in Red Wing, 
July 8-10!

-Nancy Lambert,

2021 Convention Chairperson
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encouraged to put together a non-competitive display for member 
viewing. The display entry form can be found on the RWCS website.

The 2021 Convention Show & Sale will have a limited number of 
spaces this year and will be set up in two locations in close proximity 
to each other – Colvill Courtyard and the Red Wing Central tent. 
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the RWCS Board of directors will make 
some tweaks to the 2021 Convention 
events and schedule as the event 
draws closer. Please notice the 
registration and Commemorative 
ordering deadlines stated on the 
forms found in this newsletter. 
Check the RWCS website and 
watch your e-mail for updates. We 
hope to see all of you in Red Wing, 
July 8-10!

-Nancy Lambert,

2021 Convention ChairpersonLicensed to beaubrewer1977@gmail.com. Copyright Red Wing Collectors Society
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POTTERY MUSEUM OF RED WING NEWS

The Pottery Museum of Red Wing is open! This past year has been challenging for all of us, but we 
are so glad that we can have the museum open, even at a reduced capacity. While we were unable 
to have the museum open in November and december, we used the downtime to change things up 
a bit as we make plans to celebrate our 20th Anniversary this year. We are preparing space for a 
live potter to provide demonstrations in the museum. We have rearranged the contents of several 
cases and have started work on a new exhibit. additionally, as shown at right, we had ceiling 
repair work done (since the new roof is keeping everything dry now), and it looks great!

We continue to be blessed and thank you wholeheartedly for your generosity. With your help, 
we were able to replace the roof and we have raised about $43,000 from Give to the Max day. you 
make the museum possible with your generosity, passion and knowledge. thank you!

Save These Dates!
april 24-25: We will host an outdoor “Spring Fling Outdoor antique Market” event. It will be similar 
to last fall’s event; we will have vendors outside and a live fundraising auction. It will be a great 
time to get together outdoors and enjoy all things pottery. If you have anything to donate for the 
auction, please let us know! Call Museum Manager Nancy Featherstone at 651-327-2220 or 
e-mail her at PotteryMuseumofRedWing@gmail.com for more information or to reserve your 
space at the outdoor market.

July 7: the Pottery Museum of Red Wing is 20 years old this year and we are celebrating that 
achievement with an Anniversary Celebration.

October 2-3: the Fall antique Festival is back for a second year.

More information for all these events will be on our website and Facebook page. We are looking 
for donations for live auctions at these events. Please contact us if you have anything to donate 
to our fundraising efforts. thank you!

Story, photos and ad by Char Henn, Pottery Museum of Red Wing Director

Before and after photos of the ceiling repair work 

that has taken place at your Pottery Museum of 

Red Wing.
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This series is designed to remedy the lack of published information about Gypsy Trail, Red Wing’s earliest full dinnerware line and the least 

familiar to collectors.

#121 Reed Tea Pot
tea pots were made in 3 sizes in the Reed pattern. (Fig. 1). the 4 cup (turquoise) was introduced in June 1935 and last found in the 1936/7 
Chevron Brochure. the 6 cup (Royal Blue) was introduced in 1936/7 Chevron Brochure and last listed in February 1943. the 8 cup (White/
Ivory) was introduced in 1938/9 and last listed in June 1941. the 8 cup is the easiest to ¿nd of the trio; it measures 6 ¼” to the top of the 
¿nial. the 6 cup is 6” to the top of the ¿nial, and the 4 cup, which is the most dif¿cult to ¿nd, is 5 ½” to the top of the ¿nial. It’s important to 
note that when using liquid to measure the size of these tea pots, a Reed tea cup holds only 6 ounces, not the 8 ounces we think of today. 
thus, the 4 cup tea pot holds only 24 oz, the 6 cup hols 36 oz and the 8 cup holds 48 oz.

#125 Reed 56 oz Pitcher and 19 oz Pitcher
these are the same pitchers as the #119 batter pitcher and #120 syrup jug, but without the lids. they were introduced in June 1935 and last 
found in February 1943. they are reasonably easy to ¿nd, but a third size has been found that isn’t covered in any of the documentation. 
therefore, we included these pitchers in a less common list. It holds about 25 oz and only three examples are known. Fig. 2 above shows 
the three sizes.

the White or Ivory pitcher is the 25 oz item in this photo. Be sure to ask Larry to show you the photos of his pitcher that compares the color 
when he got it and the color after soaking it in hydrogen peroxide (H2O2). Better yet, take a look at Fig. 3. the wonderfully dirty pitcher is 
Larry’s when he received it, and the gorgeous white pitcher next to shows how it would eventually look after soaking.

One of the authors of this article showed great insight in discovering this 25 oz size in an antique shop. He bought it because it was 
white/ivory, even though he already had one in that color. When he got it home and set it beside his other one, he discovered that 
it was larger. eureka! (to aid collectors in avoiding error, always take along your tape measure.) the 19 oz is 4 ¾” tall, the 25 oz 

1

© Copyright 2021 RWCS Member Marilyn Moe and RWCS Hall 

of Famers Terry Moe & Larry Roschen. Photos by the authors and 

www.redwingdinnerware.com and used here with permssion.
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is 5 ⅜” tall, and the 56 oz is 7” tall. We have not found any 25 oz pitchers with lids, and the lids 
from the 56 oz and 19 oz Reed batter pitchers don’t ¿t it. the Black pitcher shown in Fig. 2, 3 
and 6 is 19 oz and is a very rare color for pitchers, despite the fact that Black was a standard, but 
uncommon, Gypsy trail color for certain items. We know of only two black pitchers in existence.

then there is the advertising pitcher! (Fig. 4-5) dinnerware advertising is uncommon, and this 
Reed pitcher does not include the location of the advertised business. Our curiosity led us to an 
internet search for “Lone Pine dairy”. thanks to the Clark County History Buffs website, we have 
the answer. the Lone Pine Cheese Factory was located on Highway N near Reseburg, WI – an 
unincorporated community about 35 miles east of Chippewa Falls, WI. This business opened in 
1905 and was sold to Frank Meske in 1930. He changed the name to Lone Pine dairy, and eventually added a small grocery store. 
We don’t know how long Lone Pine dairy remained in business, but he lived there for 27 years.

Jim Norine showed this pitcher to terry and Marilyn at the Pottery Place parking lot sale at an RWCS Convention. By then it was no longer for 
sale, but we did manage to take these photos. as we recall, it was a 56 oz example and it went home to somewhere in Wisconsin. It is the only 
one any of us have seen, but there must be more out there somewhere. Please inform RWCS Newsletter editor Rick Natynski if you have any 
more information on it, and he’ll share it with us.

as a ¿nal thought, here are all the Reed pitchers (Fig. 6). the green polka dots and trim were cold painted on the white pitcher at lower right.

4

The “yellow” 25 oz 

Reed pitcher at left is 

actually a White (or Ivory) 

pitcher that absorbed 

an incredible amount of 

grease long ago. The 

pitcher was later soaked 

in hydrogen peroxide, 

however, extracting the 

grease and returning it to 

its original color. NOTE: 

While hydrogen peroxide 

is safe to soak dinnerware 

in, never soak a piece 

in bleach. It will cause 

irreversible damage.
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Pictured above left, only one salt glaze water cooler is known to exist with the words “Ice Water” hand-drawn in cobalt. Front-stamped “Red Wing Stoneware Company” 

and decorated with a Àower, this piece technically could have been made early as 1877. However, it’s also possible that it was one of the last salt glaze coolers Red Wing 
made before transitioning into zinc glaze 20 years later. Since the Minnesota Stoneware Co. is believed to have started using rubber ink stamps ¿rst, it’s possible that the 
potter who decorated the salt glaze example at the Red Wing Stoneware Co. saw one of the new ink-stamped versions and was inspired to apply the “Ice Water” term 

to his work. Pictured next to it is an undecorated salt glaze cooler with the rubber Ice Water ink stamp. This could be one of the ¿rst ink-stamped pieces the Minnesota 
Stoneware Co. made before it started producing larger zinc glaze, perhaps dating it to 1896-1897. Or the Red Wing Stoneware Co. made it before discontinuing its salt 
glaze production, possibly dating it to around 1897-1898. Also pictured above are two early zinc glaze Ice Water coolers – one ink-stamped with the Minnesota Stoneware 
oval and a zinc interior, and the other with the “Red Wing Stoneware Company” stamp impressed into the clay above the bunghole and a brown (Albany slip) interior.

From the earliest hand-turned, cobalt-decorated salt glaze water coolers 
to the later molded “pot-bellied” zinc glaze coolers with bail-handles, Red 
Wing made thousands upon thousands of stoneware water dispensers 
before phasing out of stoneware in the 1940s. Many collectors gravitate 
to the pieces marked “Ice Water”, which were made during a run of 
approximately 17 years that began when the ¿rst transition cooler was 
¿red around 1897, and ended when the Red Wing Union Stoneware 
Co. switched to making blue-banded water coolers around 1913.

Listed as “Water Jars” in company catalogs issued in the early to mid-
1890s, each of Red Wing’s three stoneware companies ¿red these 
vessels in salt glaze until transitioning to zinc around 1897. at that point, 
the “Ice Water” rubber ink-stamp was created – likely by the Minnesota 
Stoneware Co., which is believed to be the ¿rst to convert to zinc glaze.

Transition Ice Water Coolers
Zinc glaze was the future for a number of reasons. As RWCS Hall of 
Famers Gary & Bonnie tefft describe in their book, Red Wing Potters 

& Their Wares, the new formulated glaze provided a more consistent 
product than salt glaze, resulting in fewer spoiled pieces being tossed 
into the dump. “the creamy white ¿nish looked new and clean” and “the 
solid white background provided a perfect billboard” for the ink-stamped 
merchant ads and pottery logos that were just starting to become 
popular at the time. the teffts cite a written account from 1903 that said 
these rubber ink stamps were “padded with an air cushion so that slight 
irregularities of the surface may not make it incoherent,” which would 
ultimately eliminate the need for hand-drawn decorations, saving an 

EVOLUTION
Story by RWCS Newsletter editor Rick Natynski
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To date, 2 and 3 gallon Elephant Ear coolers have only been found in the straight-sided 
form. Note the different size of leaves used on the two pieces. Fitting the Union Stoneware 
oval onto a 3 gallon would be a very tight squeeze unless the smaller leaves were used.

Although the 4 gallon cooler below left lacks the Union Stoneware oval, it has 
two features that its counterpart on the right lacks – a slightly more attractive 
bulbous shape and a hexagon bung cover decorated with incised screw heads.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
R

W
C

S
 N

ew
sl

et
te

r 
E

di
to

r 
R

ic
k 

N
at

yn
sk

i.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
R

W
C

S
 N

ew
sl

et
te

r 
E

di
to

r 
R

ic
k 

N
at

yn
sk

i.

8

Pictured above left, only one salt glaze water cooler is known to exist with the words “Ice Water” hand-drawn in cobalt. Front-stamped “Red Wing Stoneware Company” 

and decorated with a Àower, this piece technically could have been made early as 1877. However, it’s also possible that it was one of the last salt glaze coolers Red Wing 
made before transitioning into zinc glaze 20 years later. Since the Minnesota Stoneware Co. is believed to have started using rubber ink stamps ¿rst, it’s possible that the 
potter who decorated the salt glaze example at the Red Wing Stoneware Co. saw one of the new ink-stamped versions and was inspired to apply the “Ice Water” term 

to his work. Pictured next to it is an undecorated salt glaze cooler with the rubber Ice Water ink stamp. This could be one of the ¿rst ink-stamped pieces the Minnesota 
Stoneware Co. made before it started producing larger zinc glaze, perhaps dating it to 1896-1897. Or the Red Wing Stoneware Co. made it before discontinuing its salt 
glaze production, possibly dating it to around 1897-1898. Also pictured above are two early zinc glaze Ice Water coolers – one ink-stamped with the Minnesota Stoneware 
oval and a zinc interior, and the other with the “Red Wing Stoneware Company” stamp impressed into the clay above the bunghole and a brown (Albany slip) interior.

From the earliest hand-turned, cobalt-decorated salt glaze water coolers 
to the later molded “pot-bellied” zinc glaze coolers with bail-handles, Red 
Wing made thousands upon thousands of stoneware water dispensers 
before phasing out of stoneware in the 1940s. Many collectors gravitate 
to the pieces marked “Ice Water”, which were made during a run of 
approximately 17 years that began when the ¿rst transition cooler was 
¿red around 1897, and ended when the Red Wing Union Stoneware 
Co. switched to making blue-banded water coolers around 1913.

Listed as “Water Jars” in company catalogs issued in the early to mid-
1890s, each of Red Wing’s three stoneware companies ¿red these 
vessels in salt glaze until transitioning to zinc around 1897. at that point, 
the “Ice Water” rubber ink-stamp was created – likely by the Minnesota 
Stoneware Co., which is believed to be the ¿rst to convert to zinc glaze.

Transition Ice Water Coolers
Zinc glaze was the future for a number of reasons. As RWCS Hall of 
Famers Gary & Bonnie tefft describe in their book, Red Wing Potters 

& Their Wares, the new formulated glaze provided a more consistent 
product than salt glaze, resulting in fewer spoiled pieces being tossed 
into the dump. “the creamy white ¿nish looked new and clean” and “the 
solid white background provided a perfect billboard” for the ink-stamped 
merchant ads and pottery logos that were just starting to become 
popular at the time. the teffts cite a written account from 1903 that said 
these rubber ink stamps were “padded with an air cushion so that slight 
irregularities of the surface may not make it incoherent,” which would 
ultimately eliminate the need for hand-drawn decorations, saving an 

EVOLUTION
Story by RWCS Newsletter editor Rick Natynski

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 R

W
C

S
 M

em
be

r 
Ly

le
 B

er
m

an
.

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 R

W
C

S
 M

em
be

r 
Ly

le
 B

er
m

an
.

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 R

W
C

S
 M

em
be

r 
Ly

le
 B

er
m

an
.

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 R

W
C

S
 M

em
be

r 
La

ur
a 

B
ea

ll.

To date, 2 and 3 gallon Elephant Ear coolers have only been found in the straight-sided 
form. Note the different size of leaves used on the two pieces. Fitting the Union Stoneware 
oval onto a 3 gallon would be a very tight squeeze unless the smaller leaves were used.

Although the 4 gallon cooler below left lacks the Union Stoneware oval, it has 
two features that its counterpart on the right lacks – a slightly more attractive 
bulbous shape and a hexagon bung cover decorated with incised screw heads.
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incredible amount of time and making pieces far more uniform.

this conversion didn’t take place at the Àip of a switch, however. Union 
Stoneware Co. price lists from 1895 and 1896 con¿rm that only small 
“White Glazed” wares were being produced at the time – the largest 
being around 1 gallon in size. The Teffts cite a Red Wing Republican 

Eagle newspaper article in their book that seems to indicate the 
Minnesota Stoneware Co. was ¿ring larger zinc glazed wares by June 
16, 1897. the Red Wing Stoneware Co. would have been soon to 
follow, but the North Star Stoneware Co. never got the chance. Being 
the youngest of the three potteries and the one that was funneled the 
lowest amount of orders through the Union Stoneware Co. sales outlet, 
it had limited capital available to invest in manufacturing upgrades. 
Unable to survive, North Star shuttered its doors in September of 1896.

to date, no Ice Water coolers have surfaced with hand-drawn cobalt 
decorations like those found on transition crocks and churns. It’s 
certainly possible that some were made, but they either no longer exist 
or are squirreled away somewhere. (the only decorated Red Wing 
transition jug known – an unsigned 5 gallon beehive with a leaf – ¿nally 
surfaced to the collecting world in February of 2009, when it appeared 

on the cover of the RWCS Newsletter.) due to these factors, it’s likely 
that the ¿rst zinc glaze Ice Water coolers were made before numeral 
ink stamps were made, like four of the pieces shown above. these 
exist with either the Minnesota Stoneware Co. ink-stamped oval, the 
Union Stoneware Co. oval or the “Red Wing Stoneware Company” 
stamp impressed into the clay above the bunghole. They typically 
range between 4 and 6 gallons in size. a few Red Wing examples can 
be found with Albany slip interiors, but that practice was discontinued 
shortly after the Elephant Ear leaves decoration was introduced.

Elephant Ear Ice Water Coolers
We don’t know exactly when the elephant ear rubber ink stamp was 
¿rst put into use, but we can narrow it down to the 1897-1898 time 
frame. the photo on the back cover of this issue shows that the 
potteries were well-capable of making large pieces stamped with 
elephant ear leaves by the time the Union Stoneware Co. sent a rail 
car packed with its wares to display at the trans-Mississippi exposition 
in Omaha, which opened on June 1, 1898.

Of the three ink-stamped decorations the potteries applied on Ice 
Water coolers, elephant ear leaves are the hardest to ¿nd and 
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Elephant Ear Ice Water coolers were made in 2-10 gallon sizes with a Union oval positioned under or above the “Ice Water” banner, or not stamped with an oval at all. Interestingly, 
no Elephant Ear Ice Waters have been found with a Minnesota Stoneware oval to date, but the oval was used on crocks, churns and jugs in limited numbers. This is also the 
case with blue ink; a limited number of Elephant Ear crocks, churns and even a few jugs were stamped in blue, but a blue-stamped Elephant Ear Ice Water has yet to surface.

The ¿rst cooler pictured above has an ink-stamped Union Stoneware oval and “Red Wing Stoneware Company” lightly impressed into the clay above the bunghole, while the 

second piece from left only has the Union oval. The lack of a capacity numeral on these pieces lends credence to the belief that they were the earliest Ice Water coolers to be 

produced – so early that numeral stamps hadn’t been created yet. The coolers stamped with the “4” and “2” were either made next (right before the Elephant Ear stamp was 
introduced), or they were made during the Elephant Ear era but the ink-stamped leaves were simply left off. Interestingly, no zinc glaze Ice Water coolers are known to exist 

with numerals or decorations hand-drawn in cobalt, but crocks and some churns were made in this fashion, as was at least one jug – a 5 gallon beehive with a single leaf.
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incredible amount of time and making pieces far more uniform.

this conversion didn’t take place at the Àip of a switch, however. Union 
Stoneware Co. price lists from 1895 and 1896 con¿rm that only small 
“White Glazed” wares were being produced at the time – the largest 
being around 1 gallon in size. The Teffts cite a Red Wing Republican 

Eagle newspaper article in their book that seems to indicate the 
Minnesota Stoneware Co. was ¿ring larger zinc glazed wares by June 
16, 1897. the Red Wing Stoneware Co. would have been soon to 
follow, but the North Star Stoneware Co. never got the chance. Being 
the youngest of the three potteries and the one that was funneled the 
lowest amount of orders through the Union Stoneware Co. sales outlet, 
it had limited capital available to invest in manufacturing upgrades. 
Unable to survive, North Star shuttered its doors in September of 1896.

to date, no Ice Water coolers have surfaced with hand-drawn cobalt 
decorations like those found on transition crocks and churns. It’s 
certainly possible that some were made, but they either no longer exist 
or are squirreled away somewhere. (the only decorated Red Wing 
transition jug known – an unsigned 5 gallon beehive with a leaf – ¿nally 
surfaced to the collecting world in February of 2009, when it appeared 

on the cover of the RWCS Newsletter.) due to these factors, it’s likely 
that the ¿rst zinc glaze Ice Water coolers were made before numeral 
ink stamps were made, like four of the pieces shown above. these 
exist with either the Minnesota Stoneware Co. ink-stamped oval, the 
Union Stoneware Co. oval or the “Red Wing Stoneware Company” 
stamp impressed into the clay above the bunghole. They typically 
range between 4 and 6 gallons in size. a few Red Wing examples can 
be found with Albany slip interiors, but that practice was discontinued 
shortly after the Elephant Ear leaves decoration was introduced.

Elephant Ear Ice Water Coolers
We don’t know exactly when the elephant ear rubber ink stamp was 
¿rst put into use, but we can narrow it down to the 1897-1898 time 
frame. the photo on the back cover of this issue shows that the 
potteries were well-capable of making large pieces stamped with 
elephant ear leaves by the time the Union Stoneware Co. sent a rail 
car packed with its wares to display at the trans-Mississippi exposition 
in Omaha, which opened on June 1, 1898.

Of the three ink-stamped decorations the potteries applied on Ice 
Water coolers, elephant ear leaves are the hardest to ¿nd and 
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Elephant Ear Ice Water coolers were made in 2-10 gallon sizes with a Union oval positioned under or above the “Ice Water” banner, or not stamped with an oval at all. Interestingly, 
no Elephant Ear Ice Waters have been found with a Minnesota Stoneware oval to date, but the oval was used on crocks, churns and jugs in limited numbers. This is also the 
case with blue ink; a limited number of Elephant Ear crocks, churns and even a few jugs were stamped in blue, but a blue-stamped Elephant Ear Ice Water has yet to surface.

The ¿rst cooler pictured above has an ink-stamped Union Stoneware oval and “Red Wing Stoneware Company” lightly impressed into the clay above the bunghole, while the 

second piece from left only has the Union oval. The lack of a capacity numeral on these pieces lends credence to the belief that they were the earliest Ice Water coolers to be 

produced – so early that numeral stamps hadn’t been created yet. The coolers stamped with the “4” and “2” were either made next (right before the Elephant Ear stamp was 
introduced), or they were made during the Elephant Ear era but the ink-stamped leaves were simply left off. Interestingly, no zinc glaze Ice Water coolers are known to exist 

with numerals or decorations hand-drawn in cobalt, but crocks and some churns were made in this fashion, as was at least one jug – a 5 gallon beehive with a single leaf.
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generally command the highest prices. Three stamp sizes were used 
for the leaves. While exceptions might exist, the smallest leaves were 
usually reserved for 2 gallon coolers, while the medium-sized leaves 
are mostly found on 3 and 4 gallon coolers. Five through 10 gallon 
coolers typically carry the largest leaves. To date, 2 and 3 gallon 
coolers have only been found in the straight-sided form, while the 
others were hand-turned. Some have circular or hex-shaped reinforced 
bung covers. I haven’t seen an elephant ear Ice Water cooler in 
blue ink in 20-plus years of collecting, and I’ve yet to see one with a 
Minnesota Stoneware oval either. I wouldn’t be surprised if either one 
of these turns up though.

Birch Leaf Ice Water Coolers
It’s unknown exactly when the rubber birch leaf ink stamp was 
introduced, but it appears in a Union Stoneware Co. catalog attributed 
to the turn of the century. as stated in their book, the teffts believe that 
Elephant Ears and birch leaves were used interchangeably for a short 
period, but before long the former was phased out in favor of the more 
slender decoration.

the catalog listing referred to these pieces as “Water Coolers”, but 
the Ice Water banner was still stamped on every piece. The brief 
description simply states: “White Glaze, Nickel Faucets, Handsome, 
Cheap, Clean.” enough said.

Two different sizes of birch leaf stamps can be found on Ice Water 
coolers. Sizes 2-4 gallons usually have the smaller set of leaves, while 
sizes 5 through 10 gallons can be found with either-or. One of the 
“biggest” changes with birch leaf Ice Water production is that larger sizes 
were introduced in the straight-sided form. Now coolers were available 
in sizes 12 through 50 gallons and sizes 15 gallons and up were often 
stamped with four or even six birch leaves depending on size.

another signi¿cant change is that Ice Water coolers started being stamped 
in blue ink. What actually prompted this change is unknown, but black 
and blue were used interchangeably until blue became the preferred 
color. We know this because of the company ovals that were used 
during birch leaf production. Both colors are easily found stamped with 
the Union Stoneware oval, which was used until 1906 when the Red 
Wing and Minnesota stoneware companies of¿cially merged to create 
the Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. at that point, the marking collectors 
affectionately know as the “ski” oval was introduced, and it was used until 
the birch leaf decoration was discontinued in 1909. a very limited number 
of pieces with the “ski” oval were stamped in black; most are blue.

a signi¿cant number of birch leaf pieces – Ice Waters included – were 
not stamped with an oval. This was also the case with pieces decorated 
with elephant ear leaves or a wing. While no of¿cial evidence exists to 
prove it, a popular theory among collectors is that these pieces were 
sold through Sears, Roebuck & Co. and Montgomery Ward because 

The Union Stoneware Co. birch leaf decoration came in two sizes. The smaller leaves were always stamped on Ice Water coolers from 2 to 4 gallons in size, but they can also be 
found on sizes up to 10 gallons. The 5 and 6 gallon coolers above show the difference between the two. Some pieces have a reinforced bung, further enhancing the appearance.

Two gallon wing-decorated Ice Waters can be found in the straight-sided form (below left), but Red Wing eventually switched over to the hand-turned shape (2nd from left). 
Any 2 gallon Ice Water is desirable, but the examples with all four stamps on the front bring a premium. The oval was often stamped on the back of 2 gallon wing Ice Waters.

Continued from pg. 9
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generally command the highest prices. Three stamp sizes were used 
for the leaves. While exceptions might exist, the smallest leaves were 
usually reserved for 2 gallon coolers, while the medium-sized leaves 
are mostly found on 3 and 4 gallon coolers. Five through 10 gallon 
coolers typically carry the largest leaves. To date, 2 and 3 gallon 
coolers have only been found in the straight-sided form, while the 
others were hand-turned. Some have circular or hex-shaped reinforced 
bung covers. I haven’t seen an elephant ear Ice Water cooler in 
blue ink in 20-plus years of collecting, and I’ve yet to see one with a 
Minnesota Stoneware oval either. I wouldn’t be surprised if either one 
of these turns up though.

Birch Leaf Ice Water Coolers
It’s unknown exactly when the rubber birch leaf ink stamp was 
introduced, but it appears in a Union Stoneware Co. catalog attributed 
to the turn of the century. as stated in their book, the teffts believe that 
Elephant Ears and birch leaves were used interchangeably for a short 
period, but before long the former was phased out in favor of the more 
slender decoration.

the catalog listing referred to these pieces as “Water Coolers”, but 
the Ice Water banner was still stamped on every piece. The brief 
description simply states: “White Glaze, Nickel Faucets, Handsome, 
Cheap, Clean.” enough said.

Two different sizes of birch leaf stamps can be found on Ice Water 
coolers. Sizes 2-4 gallons usually have the smaller set of leaves, while 
sizes 5 through 10 gallons can be found with either-or. One of the 
“biggest” changes with birch leaf Ice Water production is that larger sizes 
were introduced in the straight-sided form. Now coolers were available 
in sizes 12 through 50 gallons and sizes 15 gallons and up were often 
stamped with four or even six birch leaves depending on size.

another signi¿cant change is that Ice Water coolers started being stamped 
in blue ink. What actually prompted this change is unknown, but black 
and blue were used interchangeably until blue became the preferred 
color. We know this because of the company ovals that were used 
during birch leaf production. Both colors are easily found stamped with 
the Union Stoneware oval, which was used until 1906 when the Red 
Wing and Minnesota stoneware companies of¿cially merged to create 
the Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. at that point, the marking collectors 
affectionately know as the “ski” oval was introduced, and it was used until 
the birch leaf decoration was discontinued in 1909. a very limited number 
of pieces with the “ski” oval were stamped in black; most are blue.

a signi¿cant number of birch leaf pieces – Ice Waters included – were 
not stamped with an oval. This was also the case with pieces decorated 
with elephant ear leaves or a wing. While no of¿cial evidence exists to 
prove it, a popular theory among collectors is that these pieces were 
sold through Sears, Roebuck & Co. and Montgomery Ward because 

The Union Stoneware Co. birch leaf decoration came in two sizes. The smaller leaves were always stamped on Ice Water coolers from 2 to 4 gallons in size, but they can also be 
found on sizes up to 10 gallons. The 5 and 6 gallon coolers above show the difference between the two. Some pieces have a reinforced bung, further enhancing the appearance.

Two gallon wing-decorated Ice Waters can be found in the straight-sided form (below left), but Red Wing eventually switched over to the hand-turned shape (2nd from left). 
Any 2 gallon Ice Water is desirable, but the examples with all four stamps on the front bring a premium. The oval was often stamped on the back of 2 gallon wing Ice Waters.
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the pieces were portrayed without ovals in their catalogs.

at some point early in birch leaf production, 3 gallon straight-sided coolers 
gave way to the more bulbous, hand-turned shape. there are a few 
straight-sided 3 gallon black birch leaf coolers out there, but most are 
hand-turned in either black or blue. two gallon coolers were still made 
exclusively in the straight-sided shape though. as one would expect, 2 
gallon Ice Waters bring a lot of money when offered for sale, regardless 
of the decoration. Undecorated examples sell for strong prices, too.

Wing Ice Water Coolers
As the Teffts revealed in their 3rd volume, wing-decorated stoneware is 
documented for the ¿rst time in 1909. a Red Wing Republican article 
mentions a storefront window that featured stoneware displaying the 
new Red Wing trademark. Orders for pieces known to have a red wing 
also begin to appear in the Red Wing Potteries Ledger at that time.

Two wing sizes are found on Ice Water coolers. Two, 3 and 4 gallon 
coolers strictly had the 4-inch wing. Most 8 and 10 gallon Ice Waters had 
the 6-inch wing. Both wings were used intermittently on the 5 and 6 gallon 
sizes. Aside from the wing being red, most pieces were stamped with blue 
ink. However, Ice Water coolers with black ink like the 5 gallon example 
pictured on the bottom of the opposite page were made occasionally.
Shortly after wing-decorated stoneware production began, 2 gallon 
straight-sided Ice Water coolers were replaced by a hand-turned shape 

to match the rest of the line up to 10 gallons. Larger Ice Waters up to 
at least 40 gallons in size were made in the straight-sided shape. Red 
Wing also made a lot of large crocks with reinforced bungholes at the 
bottom, but didn’t stamp them with the Ice Water banner. thus, they 
aren’t technically considered to be water coolers.

although quite dif¿cult to ¿nd, Red Wing did ful¿ll some orders for Ice 
Water coolers stamped with merchant advertising. Orders from several 
Washington State merchants appear in the Red Wing Potteries Ledger 
and known examples lack a decoration. at least one 10 gallon Ice Water 
with a wing exists with advertising for L.a. Larson of Hendricks, MN.

all wing Ice Water coolers are found with large Red Wing Union Stoneware 
Co. ovals (ovals #1 through #4 on pg. 146 in the tefft book) or no oval 
at all. Since smaller ovals don’t appear on Ice Water coolers, it’s long 
been assumed that Red Wing replaced the Ice Water stamp with a 
new “Water Cooler” stamp around 1915. We can narrow that window 
further, however, as Saskatoon’s J.P. Cairns Crockery dept. placed an 
order for 15 advertising water jars listed in the Red Wing Potteries Ledger 
on april 21, 1913. those coolers are known to have a pair of blue bands 
on the top and bottom and the new Water Cooler stamp. Finally, the two 
pieces pictured below show how the two stamps crossed over for a 
short period of time. the ¿rst looks like an Ice Water cooler, but has the new 
Water Cooler stamp. the second looks like a traditional water cooler with 
the blue bands, but has the Ice Water stamp. each is very hard to ¿nd.

Large wing-decorated Ice Waters are harder to ¿nd than their birch leaf counterparts, which are limited themselves. You’re more likely to ¿nd them without the Ice Water stamp, which 
some collectors amusingly refer to as a “poor man’s cooler”. The ¿nal two pieces pictured were two of the last made before the blue-banded “Water Cooler” took over for good.

Union Stoneware added larger Ice Water coolers to its product line during the birch leaf era. The 25 gallon above has a “ski” oval, indicating it was made between 1906 and 
1909. If you like big pieces, it doesn’t get much better than the 50 gallon pictured above right. As an added bonus, it has six birch leaves instead of four.
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the pieces were portrayed without ovals in their catalogs.

at some point early in birch leaf production, 3 gallon straight-sided coolers 
gave way to the more bulbous, hand-turned shape. there are a few 
straight-sided 3 gallon black birch leaf coolers out there, but most are 
hand-turned in either black or blue. two gallon coolers were still made 
exclusively in the straight-sided shape though. as one would expect, 2 
gallon Ice Waters bring a lot of money when offered for sale, regardless 
of the decoration. Undecorated examples sell for strong prices, too.

Wing Ice Water Coolers
As the Teffts revealed in their 3rd volume, wing-decorated stoneware is 
documented for the ¿rst time in 1909. a Red Wing Republican article 
mentions a storefront window that featured stoneware displaying the 
new Red Wing trademark. Orders for pieces known to have a red wing 
also begin to appear in the Red Wing Potteries Ledger at that time.

Two wing sizes are found on Ice Water coolers. Two, 3 and 4 gallon 
coolers strictly had the 4-inch wing. Most 8 and 10 gallon Ice Waters had 
the 6-inch wing. Both wings were used intermittently on the 5 and 6 gallon 
sizes. Aside from the wing being red, most pieces were stamped with blue 
ink. However, Ice Water coolers with black ink like the 5 gallon example 
pictured on the bottom of the opposite page were made occasionally.
Shortly after wing-decorated stoneware production began, 2 gallon 
straight-sided Ice Water coolers were replaced by a hand-turned shape 

to match the rest of the line up to 10 gallons. Larger Ice Waters up to 
at least 40 gallons in size were made in the straight-sided shape. Red 
Wing also made a lot of large crocks with reinforced bungholes at the 
bottom, but didn’t stamp them with the Ice Water banner. thus, they 
aren’t technically considered to be water coolers.

although quite dif¿cult to ¿nd, Red Wing did ful¿ll some orders for Ice 
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Large wing-decorated Ice Waters are harder to ¿nd than their birch leaf counterparts, which are limited themselves. You’re more likely to ¿nd them without the Ice Water stamp, which 
some collectors amusingly refer to as a “poor man’s cooler”. The ¿nal two pieces pictured were two of the last made before the blue-banded “Water Cooler” took over for good.

Union Stoneware added larger Ice Water coolers to its product line during the birch leaf era. The 25 gallon above has a “ski” oval, indicating it was made between 1906 and 
1909. If you like big pieces, it doesn’t get much better than the 50 gallon pictured above right. As an added bonus, it has six birch leaves instead of four.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JOLLY JARS IN UNCOMMON UNGLAZES

My late husband, Con, loved Jolly Jars, so it was fun to see an article 
about them in the last RWCS Newsletter. We lived in western North 
dakota, and 40 years ago, Red Wing and Jolly Jars were hard to ¿nd. If 
we saw one, we bought it. At one time we had complete sets of Sweet 
Shop, Mosaic, Sierra and White, plus extras. I still have Sweet Shop and 
the white ones, as well as a small yellow Àeck and four green ones, (one 
without a lid not pictured). We were never able to complete the last three 
sets. Strangely, the green ones were made in both shapes. Why weren’t 
the others? -RWCS Hall of Famer Sandy Short

4 GALLON WING CAPS OFF 

IMPRESSIVE SET OF KORB JUGS

We’ve had a soft spot in our heart for collecting Red Wing for 
the past 10 years or so, and this photo is a recent con¿rmation 
of that. Many years back, I purchased one of these Red Wing 
shoulder jugs with “korb’s” Milwaukee advertising at an auction 
in Red Wing during Convention Week. My husband purchased 
the smallest size, a quart, on eBay about 6 years ago. the 4 
gallon jug with the wing is our most recent private purchase. 
The previous owners bought it out of a store window in 
Milwaukee’s Bayview neighborhood about 25 years ago. Now 
it has found a new home with us to justify the other little jugs. 
-Collectors David & Faith Mordeszewski

FINALLY FOUND: THE LEHI, UTAH ADVERTISING JUG

Editor’s note: Fourteen different Utah merchants are known to have commissioned advertising 

stoneware from the Red Wing Union Stoneware Co. in the early 1900s. RWCS Member and 
longtime collector David Emett wrote a three-part series of articles about these pieces that ¿rst 
appeared in the December 2015 RWCS Newsletter. David owned examples from most of these 

businesses when he wrote the articles, but there were still two recorded in the Red Wing Potteries 
Ledger that he had never even seen before. One of those ¿nally surfaced when a collector shared 
a photo of a “P.M. Poulsen” Red Wing advertising jug from Ogden, UT in the October 2019 RWCS 
Newsletter. But, the last one remained hidden from the collecting world until January, when David 

posted a photo of his newly acquired prize on Facebook. Here’s his story of how it was discovered.

In early January, a friend of mine named Dave saw an ad about an old stove for sale in a 
neighboring town. The seller said his wife of 35 years had left him and he needed to come up 
with some cash to pay the divorce attorney. When Dave called about the stove, he learned it 
was in poor condition so he decided not to look at it. Later he changed his mind and made an 
appointment.

When he arrived at the seller’s home, he saw the stove was in poor condition as expected, but he 
also saw lots of old iron pans and kitchen cast-offs. among them was an old jug. My name came to 
his mind when he saw it, as I once helped him put together a collection of items related to a business 
that his family owned many years ago, and he remembered that I collect Utah advertising stoneware.

Dave had no idea what the jug was worth. When he expressed interest, the man said he really 
didn’t want to sell it, but he needed the money. He tossed out a price and said he wouldn’t go any 

lower. Dave decided to purchase it even though he had no idea what it was worth.

It took him two days to locate my number and call me. When he called, he told me about 
Continued on pg. 15

Not only is David’s jug quite rare, but the styled text used 

in the “People’s Co-op Ins’t.” advertising stamp is super 

attractive, easily placing it in the top tier of Red Wing’s 

advertising jugs.
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The RWCS Auction is open to the entire membership. Every member may submit item(s) for the 
auction. All entries are subject to the lottery for acceptance. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: THE 2021 MEMBER AUCTION IS PLANNED TO BE ONLINE AND LIVE/IN 
PERSON.  THERE WILL BE AN AUCTION PREVIEW EVEN IF THE AUCTION CANNOT BE HELD LIVE/IN PERSON. 
AT PRINTING OF THIS NEWSLETTER, WE ARE NOT ABLE TO GUARANTEE THAT THE AUCTION WILL BE LIVE/
IN PERSON DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS. ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. ANYONE CAN BID 
REMOTELY ON ITEMS. MEMBERS MUST BE REGISTERED FOR CONVENTION TO PREVIEW THE AUCTION.

SELLERS COMMISSION STRUCTURE 2021 - 12% commission on those items that sell for $100 or more. 
Items selling for less than $100 will be assessed a $20 minimum commission.

RESERVE OPTION for auction submissions:
 1. $1,000 minimum price on reserve items.
 2. 12% commission on items that sell. If item(s) do not meet reserve, seller fee is $100 to the RWCS. 
	 3.	The	Auction	Manager	can	reject	the	reserve	option	if	the	item	has	a	value	signi¿cantly	less	than	$1,000
Each auction lot submission:
1. Form must be submitted using the ONLINE or PAPER FORM. No submissions taken by phone.
2. Each additional lot MUST have its own online or paper form. DO NOT PUT TWO LOTS ON THE SAME FORM.
3.	The	Auction	Manager	will	randomly	choose	from	ALL	submissions	until	the	auction	is	¿lled.
A limited number of RWCS Commemoratives 1977-2019 will be allowed - no 2020 Commemoratives will be allowed. 
Chapter Commemoratives can only be submitted by Chapter Presidents for the most recent year.

You or another RWCS Member registered for the Convention must bring your piece to Convention. You may not ship 
your item(s) to the Convention site, RWCS of¿ce, or the Auction Manager.
Once your item(s) is drawn in the lottery, no substitutions, altered or otherwise not in their original form will be allowed. Multiple 
item lots allowed include RWCS Commemoratives or Dinnerware Sets.

Acceptable items are American Pottery including but not limited to: Red Wing Art Pottery, Stoneware, Dinnerware or Red Wing 
memorabilia. Modern-day reproductions are not allowed. Example: new Water Cooler Lids, etc.
LOT NUMBERS: The lot number lottery will be conducted in late May. An EMAIL will notify you in JUNE regarding the status of 
your submission including the lot number. If your item(s) were not selected in the lottery, an EMAIL WILL BE SENT.

PLEASE REMEMBER you are sending a registration form far in advance of the July Convention Auction. Be prepared to hold your 
piece(s) until you are noti¿ed in JUNE that it has or has not been selected. BE CAREFUL! If your item has been con¿rmed for the 
Auction, but does not show up at the Convention Auction, you will forfeit your Auction privileges for 2022.

We strive to prevent NO-SHOWS. If you are in doubt about whether or not your piece has been selected in the 
lottery, please email the RWCS at membership@redwingcollectors.org. or contact Dave Huisman, Auction 
Manager at auction@redwing collectors.org or 916-996-3584.

AUCTION SUBMISSION STEPS
 1. Make sure your RWCS membership is current. You will NOT be allowed to submit a piece in the Auction  
     with  an expired membership.
 2. ONE form per submission. DO NOT put additional submissions on the same form.
 3. Please submit a digital photo to membership@redwingcollectors.org. Include your name and member  
     number with photo.
     PLEASE READ THE AUCTION GUIDELINES ABOVE BEFORE YOU COMPLETE THIS FORM!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   2021 AUCTION ITEM REGISTRATION FORM
   Thursday, July 8, 2021

HELP SAVE VOLUNTEER TIME-Please submit your form online! REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION

Mail form to: RWCS Auction Submission - PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066 - Questions? contact Auction Mgr. Dave Huisman

         CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A RESERVE ITEM (Items that don’t meet reserve are subject to a $100 fee) DEADLINE: MAY 1, 2021
         RESERVE PRICE ($1,000 minimum): $ _________________________

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________MEMBER # _________________________
ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP:______________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________________________PHONE ________________________________
ITEM DESCRIPTION/CONDITION: _________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBMISSION # LOT #

INTERNAL USE ONLY _____ PHOTO DATE RECEIVED _____________________  AUCTION ENTRY ENTERED_________________

       2021 CONVENTION AUCTION   Information & Submission Form
        Thursday, July 8, 2021 - Red Wing, MN - DEADLINE MAY 1, 2021

 SAVE TIME - SUBMIT ITEMS ONLINE
REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION
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RED WING FOR SALE
FOR SaLe: 45 Red Wing Commemoratives 
covering 21 various years 1983-2011. Special 
pricing on lot. Call or text 612-961-6774 or 
e-mail gw.anderson@comcast.net.

FOR SaLe: 25-year, 800-piece collection of 
RW dinnerware, cookie jars, dinner plates, 
patio trays, dinnerware water coolers, crocks, 
jugs, water pitchers, bread trays, seven egg 
trays with lids and other assorted pcs. e-mail 
rdwkenneth@aol.com to ask about speci¿c 
pieces you’re seeking and I’ll respond with 
asking price if I have it. Located in Lagrange, OH.

FOR SaLe: Front-stamped 20 gal ButterÀy 
Crock w/kiln burnt lid; 5 gal wing churn; 3, 4 
& 5 birchleaf churns; wing & birchleaf crocks 
& jugs; various MN Stoneware albany slip 
pieces; complete set of Fire King Peach 
Luster dishes. Call Billie at 573-231-6727.

HuGE STONEWARE SALE
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, april 24 in Wilmot, 
WI. entire collections of Gene Lake & Ray 
Pahnke for sale. Some pics below. Items 
include: side-stamped Red Wing & Minnesota 
Stoneware salt glaze, 6 gal North Star salt glaze 
leaf churn (hairline), 4 gal RW salt glaze leaf 
churn, 4 gal SG lazy-8/target beehive jug 
(not RW), advertising jugs (signed, unsigned 
and paper labels), 5 gal black elephant ear 
churn, SG shoulder jugs (2 gal NS, 1 gal NS, 
RW & MN), 6 gal Ice Water w/spigot, 6 gal 
water cooler lid, 5 gal RW ball lock jar w/lid & 
original hardware, bottom-signed Minnesota 
birch leaf crocks. advertising butter crocks, 
beer mugs and Cherry band pitchers. Wisconsin 
Stoneware pieces from Hermann, Max¿eld 
and unsigned Bachelder. Signed pieces from 
Illinois and Ohio. NO eaRLy BIRdS! Located 
at 11107 306th ave., Wilmot, WI 53192. 
Questions? Call Ray Pahnke at 630-673-8774.

RED WING WANTED
WaNted: Will pay strong price for RW bean 
pot with Westby, Wis. advertising. Contact 
Rich at repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org 
or 608-617-7424. 

WaNted: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any 
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye excelsior 
Springs bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 qt Macomb 
Excelsior Springs bailed jugs. Minnesota or 
Red Wing advertising bailed jugs. Contact 
Larry at grn57tr@gmail.com or 816-898-9260.

WaNted: Still searching for any Montana 
crocks and jugs! tired of dusting? I can help 
you with that. All you have to do is contact 
me and something good will happen for 
both of us! Contact me at 406-788-7851, 
adbliss@3riversdbs.net or drop Skyland Rider 
a note on Messenger. thanks! 5/21

WaNted: Looking for quart sized advertising 
jugs! Sell it to me before the cat knocks 
it off the shelf, your spouse sells it to buy 
something frivolous, or it gets lost in the 
couch cushions! Like the song says “Call 
me, call me any, anytime. you can call me 
any day or night.” 406-788-7851, e-mail 
adbliss@3riversdbs.net, or drop Skyland 
Rider a note on Messenger. thank you! 5/21

WaNted: advertising stoneware from Omaha 
and Lincoln, Ne and hand-turned Red Wing 
mini jugs – albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze 
and bisque. Still looking for mini & salesman 
sample Àower pots in any colors, too. Contact 
cobe142@cox.net or 402-598-1315.

WaNted: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with 
North dakota advertising. Butter crocks & 
churns, too. The more rare the better! Will pay 
top $$ for the right pieces. Contact 701-270-
0242 or beehive@polarcomm.com.

WaNted: Red Wing salt glaze salesman 
sample crocks with or without decorations, 
adv. bean pots from Shamokin, Pa & 
Frazer, Mt, and mint #687 blue/green 
Chromoline vase. Contact Rick at 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org or 
414-416-WING.

A D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a ¿rst-come, 
¿rst-served basis. In addition to appearing in the 
newsletter, classi¿eds and display ads are posted 
on the RWCS website.

Ads are divided into the following sections: 
Red Wing For Sale, Red Wing Wanted, Other 
Pottery For Sale, Other Pottery Wanted, Events, 
Auctions, Clubs & Publications and Websites, 
announcements and Services. you will not be 
charged for these words, but please indicate which 
section your ad should be placed in. If ad is to run 
in more than one issue, please indicate at time 
of placement. (Note: the small number at the end 
of an ad tells when the ad expires, e.g., 5/21.) 
Please type or print clearly and proofread before 
submission.

DISPLAY ADS
Display Ad Size  Ad Rate
Full page    $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)    275
1/4 page    150
1/8 page   85
display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

DISPLAY AD DImENSIONS
Full Page    8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)    8 x 5.25
1/4 page    4 x 5.25
1/8 page    4 x 2.125
display ads are accepted on a ¿rst-come, ¿rst-
served basis. The publisher reserves the right to 
refuse ads for any reason.

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS 
or PdF ¿le. If you are unsure about acceptability, 
inquire with the editor. there is an additional 10 
percent fee for design and makeup if needed ($10 
minimum).
DEADLINES
Issue            Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25      Nov. 15      Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10      Feb. 1      March 15
May               April 10      April 1         May 15
September    Aug. 1      July 25      Sept. 1
November     Oct. 1      Sept. 25    Nov. 1

EDITOR ADDRESS
Make checks payable to RWCS and mail with ads:
 Rick Natynski, RWCS
 PO Box 198
 Pewaukee, WI 53072
you can also submit ads by e-mail. Send to
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org and send

checks separately. Or, call Rick at 
 414-416-WING (9464).
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A D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
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¿rst-served basis. In addition to appearing in the 
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Pottery For Sale, Other Pottery Wanted, Events, 
Auctions, Clubs & Publications and Websites, 
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of placement. (Note: the small number at the end 
of an ad tells when the ad expires, e.g., 5/21.) 
Please type or print clearly and proofread before 
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DISPLAY ADS
Display Ad Size  Ad Rate
Full page    $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)    275
1/4 page    150
1/8 page   85
display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

DISPLAY AD DImENSIONS
Full Page    8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)    8 x 5.25
1/4 page    4 x 5.25
1/8 page    4 x 2.125
display ads are accepted on a ¿rst-come, ¿rst-
served basis. The publisher reserves the right to 
refuse ads for any reason.

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS 
or PdF ¿le. If you are unsure about acceptability, 
inquire with the editor. there is an additional 10 
percent fee for design and makeup if needed ($10 
minimum).
DEADLINES
Issue            Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25      Nov. 15      Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10      Feb. 1      March 15
May               April 10      April 1         May 15
September    Aug. 1      July 25      Sept. 1
November     Oct. 1      Sept. 25    Nov. 1

EDITOR ADDRESS
Make checks payable to RWCS and mail with ads:
 Rick Natynski, RWCS
 PO Box 198
 Pewaukee, WI 53072
you can also submit ads by e-mail. Send to
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org and send

checks separately. Or, call Rick at 
 414-416-WING (9464).
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Outstanding stOneware auctiOn

Saturday, May 1, 2021 – 9:30 am • Rock Falls Community Center

Rock Falls, Iowa (7 miles NE of Mason City, Ia.)
Preview:  Friday, April 30, 3 pm – 6 pm  NO BUYER’S PREMIUM

ABSENTEE & LIVE BIDDING is available 
on-line through Auction Flex at www.seeckauction.com.

** Wearing masks and social distancing will be encouraged **

Terms: Cash or Check, VISA and MasterCard accepted w/proper 

ID. 4% Clerking Fee on all purchases made using credit cards. 

Statements made day of sale take precedence over any printed ad.                                                    

Jim & Jan Seeck   641-424-1116

jimjan@seeckauction.com

Seeck Auctions is excited to be selling a wonderful 
selection of stoneware from The Lyle Berman Collection. 

The auction is almost entirely Red Wing Stoneware including Salt Glaze Crocks, Beehives and 

Butter Churns including many front stamped and back stamped. Transition pieces. Several sizes 

and varieties of Zinc Crocks, Butter Churns, Beehives and Ice Waters. Several lids.  All markings 

are represented including Elephant Ear, Birch Leaf and Wings! Condition is superior!

If you would like easy notiÀcations for future auctions, please e-mail us 
and request to be put on our stoneware e-mail list.

15

Letters to the editor continued from pg. 12 

the jug and what he paid for it. He wondered if he got duped. I 
immediately offered him several times what he paid. He said he 
would reach me later and got my e-mail so he could send a photo.  

What a surprise when I got the photo and I could tell it was Red 
Wing. I had never seen one with that marking and I was one piece 
away from obtaining my 50th different example of Red Wing Utah 
advertising stoneware. I think he could tell how much I wanted it!

a few days later, dave showed up at my home with the jug. I didn’t 
even know he was coming. He came to Salt Lake City for another 
errand, so he threw the jug in his car in case I was home. I didn’t 
have the cash on hand that evening, so I wasn’t prepared to pay him 
for it. I offered to pay him what I had and get the rest to him when 
the credit union was open. Instead, he handed me the jug and said 
it was a gift for helping him with his collection of family treasures. 
Can you believe it? I tried to get him to accept some money, but he 
wouldn’t hear of it and he said it was meant to be mine! It isn’t every day that a hobby brings a spiritual experience like this! I guess he’s right that I 
was meant to own this piece.

the People’s Co-op. Inst. in Lehi, Ut was part of the Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution (ZCMI), which the Latter-day Saints church put in 
place to help members. as an outlet of Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution, aka “america’s First department Store”, People’s Co-op was one 
of more than 150 stores that provided intermountain area residents with retail commodities and services.

According to the Red Wing Potteries Ledger, the People’s Co-op placed an order on april 6, 1909 for 25 ½ gallon brown top jugs, 50 1 gallon 
brown top jugs, 25 1 gallon crocks and 10 2 gal crocks. that means only 110 pieces were ordered. denver’s Western Pottery Co. likely made the 
more common examples of this business’s advertising stoneware. Pictured above with its Red Wing cousin, the crock has a great saying in the ad: 
“tHe PeOPLeS CO-OP. INSt. the Big Store with the Blue Wagons.” -RWCS Member David Emett
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W W W. R E D W I N G C O L L E C T O R S . O R G

Of all the known historical photos involving 
Red Wing stoneware, this image of the 
Union Stoneware Co. booth at the 1898 
trans-Mississippi exposition in Omaha is 
perhaps the most awe-inspiring. It changed 
a lot about what we as collectors know 
about Red Wing’s transition period – the 
years in which the potteries switched from 
manufacturing hand-decorated salt glaze 
stoneware to ink-stamped zinc glaze 
stoneware. Now thanks to the research of 
RWCS Member Janice Strike, we ¿nally 
know a little bit more.

this image ¿rst appeared in the RWCS Newsletter in June of 2001 
after collector Michael Lunkwitz discovered it at a museum in Omaha 
and shared a copy of it at the RWCS MidWinter event earlier that year. 
twenty years later, collectors still marvel at all the unique items that 
can be seen when closely inspecting the image. Obviously standing 
out are the massive crocks and jugs with ornate scripting that have yet 
to surface to this day. Arranged among them are standard production 
transition pieces like crocks, jugs, churns and even a Success Filter – 
some decorated with hand-drawn leaves and numerals, and others 
adorned with ink-stamped numerals and elephant ear leaves or a 
combination thereof. Loads of smaller production items are also displayed, 
as were a number of stoneware animals like zinc glaze cow & calf ¿gures 
with dark spots, light-colored bulldogs and possibly albany slip pigs.

Until now, we’ve lacked a historical account of the Union Stoneware 
Co. trade show booth and any inkling as to what happened to all of 
those pieces once the exposition ended. (the event ran for 5 months, 
beginning June 1, 1898 and ending Nov. 1.) 

the following ¿ndings from Janice Strike, who enjoys researching 
genealogy in her free time, clear up some of these questions. Janice came 
across the articles when digging for more information about Omaha’s Jewell 
Stoneware Co., which was pictured on the cover of the January newsletter.

A review of exposition exhibits written by Marcus Benjamin for the 
Engineering and Mining Journal appeared in the Jan. 18, 1899 issue 
of the Omaha Daily Bee and mentioned four potteries in attendance. A 
small exhibit featured pottery made by George Ohr of Biloxi, MS, and 
another display featured “cleverly modeled animals in unglazed clay” 
made by Frederick Schmohl of Chicago, which included a “group of 
lions and a bear that were well deserving of praise.” the writer clearly 
had an af¿nity for stoneware animals, as he mentioned them again in 
his review of the Union Stoneware Co. booth:

(The exhibit) from Red Wing, Minn. included water 

filters, umbrella stands, flower pots and the less 
attractive, but more useful crocks and jars, all in white 
glazed stoneware of unusual excellence. In this exhibit 
were also a number of small models of domestic animals, 
that had evidently been made to gratify the fancy of the 
modeler and were not for sale.

Theories vary as to the fate of the pieces displayed in the exhibit. At least 
six or seven items were almost certainly made for the trade booth, as they 
proudly carried the Union Stoneware name in the same large script as 
three items that are on display at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing – the 
“director’s Jug”, the F.a. Morley jug and the 20 gallon crock made for 
Milwaukee’s L.M. Pierron. each of those were likely made to be displayed 
in storefront windows. At least two pieces at the expo were stamped so 
the pieces could be displayed upside down, allowing another piece to sit 
on the Àat top – the 20 and 40 gallon crocks in the right side of the photo. 
It’s possible that these special display items returned to Red Wing, but 
due to the cost of shipping them back in a rail car, many collectors have 
believed that they were simply sold locally or even dumped. But once 
again, Janice found a potential answer. An advertisement that appeared 
in the Nov. 6, 1898 issue of the Omaha Daily Bee, only ¿ve days 
after the trans-Mississippi exposition closed, reported that downtown 
Omaha’s Hayden Bros. Big Store purchased the display. It reads:

The beautiful exhibit of the Red Wing Stoneware Co., of 
Red Wing, Minn., that was shown in the Liberal Arts 
building, about 11,000 gallons, we bought and will sell at 
less than you can buy at the factory by the carload. Milk 
pans, 3c to 5c, for gallon size; flower pots from 1¼c each 
up; jugs from 5c up, according to size; jars from 5c up, 
according to size; pie plates, 5c; churns from 35c up, and 
so on throughout the whole line; 100-piece semi-porcelain 
dinner set, nice-decoration, fine shapes, $8.50.

the way it was written, the ad implies that Hayden’s bought the entire 
contents of the exhibit, including the special display pieces. Is that what 
happened? If so, were they displayed at the Omaha department store 
and eventually sold with the rest of the wares, or discarded?

the “semi-porcelain dinner set” is also of note. this is one the earliest 
mentions of Red Wing venturing into dinnerware. Check out the 
“whiteware” plate signed with a Minnesota Stoneware Co. circle ink-
stamp pictured on pg. 119 of the 3rd edition of Red Wing Potters & Their 

Wares by RWCS Hall of Famers Gary & Bonnie tefft. this might be an 
example of what the ad was referring to.

A big thanks goes out to RWCS Member Janice Strike for sharing these 

important ¿ndings.

Story by RWCS Newsletter editor Rick Natynski, 
with research from RWCS Member Janice Strike

1898 Trans-Mississippi 

Exposition Revelations

From the Collections of Omaha Public Library.
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