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Primary membership in the Red Wing Collectors Society is $55 annually; 
associate membership is $15. There must be at least one primary member 
per household in order to have an associate membership. Members can 
pay for up to two years when renewing their membership. Contact the 
RWCS Business Of¿ce for additional details.

The Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter is published ¿ve times a year by the 
Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. 240 Harrison St. • Unit #3 • Red Wing, MN 55066
Phone: 651-388-4004 • Fax: 651-388-4042 • www.redwingcollectors.org

Postmaster: Send address change to: Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter 
PO Box 50 • Red Wing, MN 55066. • USPS 015-791; ISSN 1096-1259.

Copyright © 2026 by the Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The Red Wing� Collectors Society, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of 
articles submitted by individual members.

RWCS CONTACTS

BUSINESS OFFICE
PO Box 50 • 240 Harrison St. • Unit #3
Red Wing, MN 55066-0050 • www.redwingcollectors.org
651-388-4004 (call or text)	         
MEMBER SERVICES MANAGER: Jen Ritchie
membership@redwingcollectors.org      

			             
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR: Rick Natynski
PO Box 198 • Pewaukee, WI 53072
414-416-WING (9464) • newsletter@redwingcollectors.org
			             
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: JEFF FLOYD
630-301-1174 • president@redwingcollectors.org

Vice President: RUSSA ROBINSON
1970 Bowman Rd. • Stockton, CA 95206
209-463-5179 • vicepresident@redwingcollectors.org

Secretary: Angela Shefveland
816-456-2524 • secretary@redwingcollectors.org

Interim Treasurer: TREVOR STEPHENS
541-480-3016 • treasurer@redwingcollectors.org

Historian: NANCY LAMBERT
785-691-7213 • historian@redwingcollectors.org

Representative at Large: DOUG PERKINS
701-326-4263 • repatlargewest@redwingcollectors.org

Representative at Large: CHRIS TINCHER
1231 S City View Ct. • Wichita, KS 67235
316-708-5272 • repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org

Auction Manager: Dave Huisman
PO Box 2705 • Payson, AZ 85541
916-996-3584 • auction@redwingcollectors.org

Commemorative Manager: BOB MORAWSKI
262-853-8269 • commemorative@redwingcollectors.org

Education Manager: Aarika Floyd
630-301-1184 • education@redwingcollectors.org
	

Event Support Personnel
Pre-registration: JEN RITCHIE
651-388-4004 • membership@redwingcollectors.org      

Show & Sale: DOUG PERKINS
701-326-4263 • repatlargewest@redwingcollectors.org 

2026 Display Room: Shiela Schumacher 
952-356-6119 • shielajschumacher@gmail.com

KidsView & Young Collectors:  	   
WENDY CALLICOAT  wendy@sarcoxienursery.com
SUE JONES TAGLIAPIETRA  jeffsue@chorus.net

news briefs

49th RWCS CROCKFEST CONVENTION JULY 9-11
This issue covers a great deal of information regarding the 2026 CrockFest 
Convention, which will be held July 9-11 in beautiful Red Wing, MN. Registration, 
Commemorative order, Show & Sale vendor and CrockFest Auction 
submission forms are all included, as is an article on pg. 4. In addition to the 
RWCS Commemorative, members can order a special RWCS brown mini 
jug with an applied clay red wing (example at right). We can’t wait to see you 
at CrockFest – the biggest stoneware & pottery festival of the year!

2026 CrockFest Auction and Show & Sale to 

Switch Dates, Times
The RWCS Board of Directors had made a couple of major changes to the 2026 RWCS 
CrockFest schedule, switching the days and times of the CrockFest Auction and Show & Sale. 

“Our Show & Sale will now be on Thursday and the auction will be held Saturday,” says RWCS 

President Jeff Floyd. “We hope this generates higher attendance and more excitement for 

each event.”

The RWCS Show & Sale will be held 1:30-4:30 p.m. Thursday, July 9, and the auction will 
begin at 10 a.m. Saturday, July 11. Both events will be held in Red Wing’s River Bluff School 
gymnasium. A big thanks goes out to RWCS Representative at Large Doug Perkins, who 
volunteered to chair the Show & Sale this year!

2026 RWCS CrockFest Show & Sale:

Dealer Move-in: Noon to 1:30 p.m. Thursday, July 9
Show & Sale: 1:30-4:30 p.m. Thursday, July 9 (Opens to general public at 2:30 p.m.)

2026 RWCS CrockFest Auction:

Item Check-in: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, July 10
Auction Preview: 8-9:45 a.m. Saturday, July 11
Auction: 10 a.m. to ? Saturday, July 11

Location (both events):

River Bluff School Gymnasium, 396 Guernsey Ln, Red Wing, MN 55066
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NEW Collaboration 

Bringing Brimfield 

Traveling Shows to 

2027 RWCS CrockFest!
Red Wing, MN will be hopping in July 2027! 
In celebration of the RWCS’ 50th Anniversary 
next year, the club is pleased to announce 

it is collaborating with nationally renowned 

Brim¿eld Antique Shows to bring its traveling 
show to Red Wing for the 50th Annual RWCS CrockFest Convention!

The Society of¿cially announced the collaboration at the 2026 RWCS MidWinter event in 
January, and welcomed Brim¿eld promoter Klia Ververidis and dealer Heidi Rodenhuis, who 
drove all the way to Iowa from New Hamsphire and braved a snowstorm to attend. (Klia was 
spotted buying a bunch of Red Wing Prismatique art pottery during the MidWinter Auction, 
so we think she’s hooked!)

A leader in antique and vintage shows, the Àagship Brim¿eld Antique Show in Brim¿eld, MA 
has drawn record-breaking crowds and top-quality antique and vintage vendors from across 
the world since 1959. Brim¿eld’s traveling shows take the excitement on the road, bringing 
the experience of the famous Massachusetts antique market to new locations. They feature 
hundreds of vendors, vintage and artisan goods, food trucks and music. This will be its ¿rst 
show in the Midwest. The RWCS and Brim¿eld Antique Shows is working with the City of 
Red Wing to organize the 3-day event, which will bring hundreds of dealers and thousands 
of visitors to town. So, be sure to book your hotel room early!! More information to come.

Schumacher TO LEAD Display Room IN 2026
The RWCS is pleased to announce that RWCS Lewis & Clark Chapter member Shiela 
Schumacher has volunteered to organize the Display Room for Crockfest in 2026. If you 
are interested in doing a display this summer, please contact Shiela and she will reserve 

your table and assist in getting you signed up. We currently have three displays for 2026, 
so there’s still plenty of space available. Categories include Stoneware, Art Pottery, 
Dinnerware, Memorabilia and the Dennis Yaeggi Rare Item Award. Please contact Shiela for 
more information.  She can be reached at shielajschumacher@gmail.com or 952-356-6119.

PROPOSED RWCS BYLAW CHANGE
Due to the RWCS Foundation changing its name, the RWCS must reÀect this change in its 
Bylaws. It is now called the Pottery Museum Red Wing, Inc. This change is under Article III-
Membership in our Bylaws.

According to Article XV – Amendments, of the RWCS Bylaws, proposed amendments to the 
Bylaws by the Board of Directors are required to be published in the RWCS Newsletter at 

least once, and rati¿ed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members in good standing 
present at the Annual Business Meeting or a special meeting. If text is being added, the new 
text will be in bold italics (new text). If text is being removed, the removed text will be in bold 
italics with strikethrough line (removed). The proposed change is as follows:

ARTICLE III – Membership

Lastly, all Society members in good standing are also members of the Red Wing Collectors 

Society Foundation (Foundation) Pottery Museum Red Wing, Inc. with all the rights 

and privileges afforded Foundation Pottery Museum members. Any Foundation Pottery 

Museum member who is not a Society member in good standing is not a member of the 

Society and does not enjoy the rights and privileges of Society membership. 33

Stop me if you’ve heard this one before. A 90-year-old 
Nebraska lady sees a newspaper ad for a local auction 
featuring stoneware. Having a large crock on her back 
porch that she’s wanted to dispense with for a while, 
she calls the auctioneer and asks if she can add it to 
the sale. He decides to help her out and schedules a 
visit, not expecting anything special. But when he gets 
there, he’s shocked to ¿nd a 30 gallon Red Wing salt 
glaze butterÀy crock with cobalt stenciling and front-
stamped to boot. Word travels quickly, and ¿ve days 
later the crock sells to a phone bidder for $32,000…
on the lady’s 91st birthday no less!

This feel good story of the year probably isn’t news to 
you, because former Nebraska news anchor turned 
social media personality Colleen Williams posted the 
story on Facebook a day after the auction, and more 
than 12.5 million people have seen it since. Millions 
more read about it in news outlets like the Washington 
Post, New York Post and Today.com - the Today Show 
website. If you’re suffering from porch crock fatigue by 
now, my apologies. But, it would be kinda weird if the 
most publicized crock in existence never appeared in 
the RWCS Newsletter. So, check out pg. 7 and give 
the story your attention one last time. It includes a few 
tidbits that didn’t appear in those other articles.

Oh, and in case you haven’t heard, it turns out 
another cobalt-stenciled 30 gallon butterÀy crock has 
surfaced, and it will be sold by Ken Bramer of Bramer 
Auction – the same auctioneer who sold the now 
famous porch crock. According to another Facebook 
post by Colleen Williams, who is quickly becoming the 
most famous crock writer in the history of the world, a 
South Dakota man called Ken after seeing the story 
on Facebook and asked if he could consign his to an 
upcoming auction. Apparently the guy purchased it 20 
years ago at a local farm auction for $750, and he’s 
had it sitting out in his grain bin ever since. He already 
drove it down to Nebraska and it’s scheduled to sell 
in April. But this one is back-stamped and has a large 
crack running down the back, so grain bin crock is 
expected to fetch less than porch crock. But, you 
never know what will happen at an auction. 
       –RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

About the Cover
Cover & About the Cover photos courtesy of Bramer Auction.
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Hot diggity dog! Guess what the theme of this summer’s KidsView is! 
Dig is the key word! We are bringing back the Dump Dig!!!!

We’ll have Red Wing Pottery Dump diggers Austin Fjerestad, RWCS 
Hall of Famer Dennis Nygaard and a special expert to be announced 
sharing some of their ¿nds and talking about their experiences digging 
in the pottery dump. It’s certain to be a very interesting seminar, as each 
presenter has years of experience unearthing treasures to help identify 

pottery and stoneware made by the Red Wing Potteries.

What do you think the hands-on activity might be? A dump dig, 
of course! It will take place right in the room where we have the 

seminar, and it’s guaranteed to be a fun learning experience. Of course, 
we will also have everyone’s favorite – the KidsView Show & Sale! Build 
up those bargaining skills and your muscles so you can score the best 
buys and carry them home, too.

We look forward to seeing new and returning children. Remember, if 
you are 16 or older, we would love to have you as a volunteer. Please 
contact Wendy or me to let us know if you’re interested. (E-mail on pg. 2)

Parents, please sign your children up for KidsView online or use the paper 
registration form. There is no charge for kids ages 15 and under, but 
registering helps us ensure we have enough materials on hand for everyone.

		  -KidsView Co-Chairs & RWCS Hall of Famers 
 		   Sue Jones Tagliapietra and Wendy Callicoat

Vice PRESIDENT’S CORNER

A Marvelous MidWinter!
The RWCS MidWinter in January was a 
prime example of how the event keeps 
getting better and better every year. A huge 
thanks to everyone who worked hard to 
make it a great time, including MidWinter 
Co-Chairs Doug Perkins & Chris Tincher, 
support staff Jen Ritchie and Luke Wegner, 
and a fabulous team of volunteers.

Ephraim Pottery’s participation at MidWinter 
was a big event highlight. Founder Kevin 
Hicks and fellow potter Leah Purisch gave 
an enlightening keynote presentation on 
what inspires the Ephraim team, and how it 
collaborates to create innovative new designs. They also did a live pottery 
demonstration that drew a nice audience during the reception that followed. 
My husband, Mike Robinson, led off the keynote by discussing the processes 
that Red Wing used when creating its wares, and his experiences creating 
commemorative pieces for several RWCS chapters and other groups.

MidWinter’s “Celebrating Vintage Designs” theme led by RWCS Hall of 
Famer Wendy Callicoat and Social Media Director Heather Tanaka brought 
a new element to MidWinter that we’ve never had before. Members 
exhibited seven incredibly attractive vignettes outside the hotel ballroom 
all day Friday that showcased how Red Wing wares can be mingled with 
other décor and family heirlooms to create appealing displays in a home. 
It brought a really cozy feeling to the event and all I heard was positive 
feedback. If you didn’t get a chance to see them, search for “Red Wing 
room vignettes” on Facebook to watch a video tour that Wendy hosted. 
The theme included an educational workshop that featured informative 
design presentations by Wendy and fellow RWCS Members Trevor 
Stephens and Steve Rosenberger. Also, RWCS Members Randy “Putter” 
Parpart and Tom Dvorscek presented on the ovals Red Wing used on its 
stoneware, and several members took a ¿eld trip to Don Short’s West End 
Salvage shop in downtown Des Moines. The Thursday Show & Sale, Iowa 
Chapter welcome reception and Saturday auction were all well attended.

CROCKFEST PLANNING IS WELL UNDERWAY!
We hope to see you at the 49th annual CrockFest Convention this July! The 
event of¿cially begins on Thursday, July 9, but the RWCS Golden State 
Chapter will host its Brandy Alexander Mixer for all you early birds at 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 7 outside the AmericInn 
Hotel. Whether you’re volunteering at 
CrockFest, interested in volunteering, or have volunteered recently, this 
event is for you! Come enjoy Dr. Nelson’s famous Brandy Alexanders, 
meet other collectors and learn how you can get more involved in the 
RWCS. Non-alcoholic refreshments will also be available.

As always, the Pottery Museum of Red Wing will hold its Wednesday 
evening reception on July 8, featuring food, beverages and a brief 
fundraiser auction. It’s always a great opportunity to spend time with 
longtime friends and learn about what the Pottery Museum is up to!

As announced on pg. 2, the big news about CrockFest this year is that 
the RWCS Show & Sale is moving to Thursday, July 9 from 1:30-4 p.m., 
and the CrockFest Auction will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, July 11. We 
hope this change helps increase Show & Sale attendance and gives more 
members the opportunity to attend the auction. Since the auction will 
conclude on Saturday afternoon, you might want to factor that into your 
lodging plans, depending on how far you live from Red Wing.

RWCS Auction Manager Dave Huisman plans to open the online auction 
submission form the ¿rst week of April. The of¿cial CrockFest Auction 
generates important revenue for the club, and quality items are bringing 
stronger prices than ever. So, help support the club by consigning good 
items and bidding on new items for your collection! Page 2 and the auction 
submission form on pg. 13 have Dave’s contact info if you have questions.

You can also support the club by ordering the 2026 RWCS Commemorative, 
which is another vital revenue source. Commemorative Manager Bob 
Morawski has also commissioned Rowe Pottery to make a special brown 
RWCS mini jug featuring a snazzy applied red wing!  See the registration 
form for details! 

RWCS Education Manager Aarika Floyd has some great speakers lined 
up for Friday’s education program, but she’s still looking for more. If you’re 
interested, drop her a line. Friday’s Lunch & Learn segment is back, and 
if you’d like to order boxed lunches for the event, you can do so on the 
registration form included with this issue. Information about all sessions, 
including the keynote presentation, will be covered in the May newsletter.

Finally, the RWCS won’t hold an organized social event on the Friday night 
of CrockFest this year. But, some type of Friday evening event may be held  
next year to coincide with the Brim¿eld Traveling Antique Show that’s joining 
the CrockFest schedule in 2027.

K i d sV i e w  2026:  Ca n  Yo u  D i g  It?

Russa Robinson
RWCS Vice President
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Red Wing Collectors Society
2022-2025 Results (2026 Budget TBD)

Revenues		  2022 Actual       2023 Actual       2024 Actual       2025 Actual  

General & Admin              $63,587             $69,017 	 $59,843	               $72,227
Convention		         30,444 	     58,768	   45,074	                 35,472
Commemorative	      108,353	     84,613	   76,286	                 62,977
Auction     	                      18,112	     44,645 =	   88,597=k              111,749=k

MidWinter	                      10,773	     78,472 =	   14,510k                  8,265k

RWCS GEAR		           2,106	       3,113	     2,461		        815
Youth		           	  0	        1,320	        750	        	         950                                                                                                                                                   
Total Revenues	    $233,375	 $339,948           $287,521	              $292,456
Expenditures	 2022 Actual       2023 Actual       2024 Actual       2025 Actual  

General & Admin             $135,139	   $154,788            $168,899            $175,335
Convention		         21,505	       26,116                22,702                21,619
Commemorative	        61,937	       60,271	     53,101                47,445
Auction		           1,354	       21,152 =	     51,007=k             75,466
MidWinter		         15,226	       71,718 =	     13,065k              14,988
RWCS GEAR		           1,543	         2,110	       1,823                         0
Youth		           1,198	                0	            40	        845                                                                                                                                                   
Total Expenditures	   $237,901	  $336,155          $310,637          $335,698
Income (Loss)	                2022 Actual       2023 Actual       2024 Actual       2025 Actual  

General & Admin             ($71,552)             ($85,771)         ($109,056)         ($103,108)
Convention		           8,939	       32,652              22,372               13,853
Commemorative	        46,416	       24,342              23,185               15,532
Auction		         16,759	       23,493              37,590               36,283
MidWinter		          (4,454)	         6,754                1,445               (6,723)
RWCS GEAR		              563	         1,003                   638                   815
Youth		          (1,198)	         1,320                   710                   105                                                                                                                                                  
Total Income (Loss)	       ($4,527)	         $3,793            ($23,116)           ($43,242)

2025 RWCS Financial Review
Below is the RWCS Financial Report Summary as of December 31, 2025. Although the numbers may adjust slightly as we wrap up our ¿nal year-end 
items, this report reÀects a reliable overview of our society’s ¿nancial standing. Please take a few moments to review the summary and my notes at 
the bottom of the page. If you have any questions, comments, or would like to discuss the details further, I’d be glad to connect. Feel free to reach out 
at treasurer@redwingcollectors.org to set up a time to talk. Thank you for your ongoing support, involvement and enthusiasm for the RWCS. It was a 
pleasure seeing many of you at Midwinter, and I’m excited to catch up with even more members at Convention in July! - Trevor Stephens, RWCS Treasurer  

•   Net assets represent the funds the RWCS has available at year-end and 
    provide an overall indicator of our ¿nancial position.
•   We continue to place our reserves into CDs and money market accounts.
•   Liabilities largely consist of prepaid memberships, which make up the majority 
    of this balance. 

•   Our current net assets remain close to 2x our four-year average annual expenses.

• Revenue vs. Expenses: The Society’s 
revenue has not kept pace with expenses, 
due largely to the ongoing decline in 
membership. Over the past ¿ve years, 
membership has decreased by an 
average of approximately 8% annually. 
That said, adjustments to the MidWinter 
Auction, auction commissions and RWCS 
Commemorative sales continue to help 
offset some of this revenue–expense gap.
• MidWinter: A large portion of MidWinter 
revenue is received in the preceding 
calendar year, which can make the event 
appear to operate at a loss. In reality, this is 
an accounting timing difference, as revenue 
and expenses are recorded in the calendar 
year in which they are received or incurred. 
The MidWinter Auction has been a great success and a good revenue source to offset the cost of MidWinter.
• Rising Expenses: General and administrative expenses continue to increase at a faster rate than revenues.
• Website: A sincere “thank you” to the Website Redesign Team for its dedication and hard work in delivering an updated, modern look and enhanced appeal.
• Social Media: Special thanks to Heather Tanaka and Wendy Callicoat for their creativity and efforts, particularly with the MidWinter design and 
promotion, which contributed to its success.
• Looking Ahead to 2026 and 2027: The board continues to evaluate adjustments, explore new revenue opportunities and strengthen the income 
sources we currently rely upon. We are optimistic that our new collaboration with Brim¿eld Antique Shows will support these efforts beginning in 
2027. At the same time, we remain focused on identifying fresh strategies to attract and retain members.
= The Auction and MidWinter (MW) revenues and expenditures appear much higher than in 2022 because the RWCS now clerks the MW Auction and pays the consignors.
k In 2024, the MW auction revenue & expenditures were moved to the “Auction” line item, which is why the numbers look signi¿cantly different than in previous years.

Red Wing #194 Vase: Light Green, 11”.

Financial Position         2023                 2024                 2025       

Cash in Bank     	          $529,355       $505,449         $481,511

Other Assets	                   300                 300                  300

Less Liabilities	           ($47,919)        ($47,136)        ($53,090)
                                                                                                                  

Net Assets 	          $481,736
         

$458,613        $428,721
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Only example known
w/Minnesota oval

The 2026 RWCS MidWinter Auction totaled a hair over $83,000 in total sales. Composed of nearly 290 lots, 90% of the items were 
consigned from two different collections. The RWCS earned a 15% consignment fee for all but a dozen items, generating just over 
$11,000 for the club. The top selling item was the large one-of-a-kind Ephraim Pottery masterpiece pictured at left that the pottery 
donated to the RWCS speci¿cally to auction off; it hammered down for $7,500. (The small lid sitting beside it covers a hidden storage 
compartment inside the piece.) Pictured below with other auction highlights, a front-stamped 6 gallon Red Wing salt glaze water 
cooler with ‘Drop-8’ decoration was a close runner-up at $7,100, despite having a crack on the side. For the 4th straight year, Matt 

Lahr of Harry Lahr Auctions called the auction and did a fantastic job; a big thanks goes out to him, his crew and the many RWCS 
members who helped out before and during the auction. If you’re interested in consigning a large or small group of items to 
next year’s MidWinter Auction, please contact RWCS Representative at Large Doug Perkins. The RWCS is now accepting 
individual submissions for the 2026 RWCS CrockFest Auction; see the form on page 13 for instructions.

Front-stamped

$2,050
$2,100Front-stamped 

$7,100
Minnesota USA Oval

$4,000

RWCS MIDWINTER AUCTION yields strong showing

As usual, many exceptional pieces showed up at this 
year’s RWCS MidWinter event, and several of them 

are pictured here. Unless 
otherwise noted, the prices 
labeled on items are merely 
asking prices, and they’re 
not indicative of whether or 
not the piece actually sold. 
If a piece is pictured without 
a price, it was either brought 
for show, pictured after it 
sold, or the asking price 
wasn’t recorded. Condition 
varied and ¿nal sale prices 
weren’t disclosed.

The incredible sewer tile jardinière 
above was discovered near Red Wing.

Cold-painted

6

Front-stamped

$1,250
Minnesota USA Oval

$4,000

$5,500
Back-stamped

MIDWINTER Jaw Droppers

$2,995

One seller had six different 1 gal wing crocks!

$495-$575 each

Inscribed with “M”Inscribed with “M”

$3,995$3,995

Sleepy Eye TrivetSleepy Eye Trivet
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We said goodbye to some well-known RWCS 
members in the past year. Many always attended 
RWCS events, and their presence is greatly missed. 
Please take a moment to remember them.

Tim Broetzmann 
1948-2026

I N  M E M O R I A M

Owned one of the largest 
collections of Red Wing 
poultry feeders and 
waterers ever assembled.

Maxine Paxson 
1941-2025

Kevin Andersen
1954-2025

Larry Salisbury
1939-2025

Nada Ferris
1951-2025

Ruth Beall
1938-2025

Richard Larsen
1934-2025

Rex Holly
1940-2025

Operated Anders?n 
Stoneware Co. with sister 
Becky, and made items to 
commemorate club events.

Popular RWCS Trails West 
Chapter Charter Member 
and Farkle a¿cionado.

Beall Family matriarch who 
loved showing dinnerware 
in the RWCS Display Room.

Won awards in the RWCS 
Display Room in multiple 
categories from 2016-19, 
and again in 2023 & 2024.

Ran Larsen’s Collectibles 
with his wife in Hampton, 
IA. Proli¿c producer of 
replacement bail handles.

Loved BBQing for fellow
RWCS Golden State 
Chapter members 
whenever they visited.

Another California member 
who enjoyed sharing her
collection photos
on Facebook.

Porch Crock 

Breaks the 

Internet

When Nebraska-based auctioneer 
Ken Bramer showed up at the home 

of then 90-year-old Lois Jurgens in 
nearby Holdrege, NE on Jan. 5, he 
was expecting to snap a few pictures 

of a common 30 gallon Red Wing 
crock to add to the photo gallery of his 
upcoming sale. But ¿nding a 30 gallon 
Red Wing salt glaze butterÀy crock 
with cobalt stenciling and a front-
stamp sitting on her back porch? That 
wasn’t even a consideration.

“We just don’t see that kind of thing 
around here,” Ken says.

To be fair, it’s uncommon to run into a piece like that anywhere. Many 30 gallon butterÀy crocks 
exist, but before this example surfaced, as few as only ¿ve of them were known to bear the 
“Made by the Red Wing Stoneware Co. Red Wing, Minnesota” cobalt stenciling that was usually 

reserved for salt glaze Success Filters. (An example decorated with a lily also exists.) The last time 
a crock with this stencil sold in a well-advertised sale was the 2008 RWCS Convention Auction, 
when a back-stamped 30 gallon butterÀy sold for $12,500.

Lois told Ken the crock had been on the back porch since she and her late husband moved 
into the home in 1998. She can’t remember where it came from, but her daughter ¿gures it 
must have been on the farm that had been in her family for generations. Thankfully, Lois had a 
wooden cover crafted for it to keep rain and snow at bay when it was ¿rst placed on the porch. 
Her husband used it as a table, setting his grilling utensils on it when cooking out.

Lois says she had wanted to get rid of the crock for a while, and planned to include it in her 
garage sale last summer. But since it was too heavy for her and her daughter to move, it stayed 

put. How much would she have priced it at?

“I thought $20 just to get rid of it,” she says. “I think my son thought more like $100, but…”

Even auctioneer Ken didn’t have a strong idea of the crock’s true value. But thanks to all 
the stoneware he’s sold in his 40 years in the auction business, he knew just enough to be 
dangerous. He told Lois he thought she’d be pleasantly surprised.

“I told her we sold a 30 gallon Red Wing crock with multiple wings and numerals on it a couple 
years ago that brought $5,800,” he says. “I said I couldn’t guarantee hers would bring $5,800, 
but I told her it would de¿nitely bring more than $20 and more than $100.”

Ken sent the photos back to his daughter, who updates the company’s website, and told Lois 
he’d stop by later in the week to pick up the crock.

“When I got home, my daughter and wife were upset to learn I didn’t bring the crock back for safe 
keeping,” he recalls. “So I called Lois the following morning to ask if I could stop by and pick it 
up. She said, ‘I couldn’t sleep a wink last night with it out there on the porch.’ We both had to 
laugh about that, since the crock had been sitting out there every night for the past 30 years.”

Although the auction took place that same week, enough collectors found out about it, ensuring 
it didn’t slip through the cracks. Floor bidders pushed it up to $18,000, and three different phone 
bidders took it the rest of the way, with Kansas RWCS Member Lee Elder the winner at $32,000. 
Lee will have the crock on display at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing at CrockFest in July.

“I truly believe it was gift from God,” Ken says. “It’s a blessing.”

Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor
Rick Natynski

Lois Jurgens’ 30 gallon crock 
sold at auction for $32,000 on 
her 91st birthday, Jan 10. A day 
later, social media personality 
Colleen Williams shared the story 
on Facebook, and more than 12 
million people saw it. Lois reports 
she needed to build in more 
time for running errands in the 
weeks after, because people kept 
stopping her to congratulate her. 
She plans to donate most of the 
proceeds to her church. Photo courtesy of Bramer Auction.

Lois Jurgens’ 30 gallon crock 
sold at auction for $32,000 on 
her 91st birthday, Jan 10. A day 
later, social media personality 
Colleen Williams shared the story 
on Facebook, and more than 12 
million people saw it. Lois reports 
she needed to build in more 
time for running errands in the 
weeks after, because people kept 
stopping her to congratulate her. 
She plans to donate most of the 
proceeds to her church. Photo courtesy of Bramer Auction.
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Collector  Q & A:

Cary Tietz
Story and photos by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski, 
with photo contributions from RWCS Member Cary Tietz

Q. When did you begin collecting Red Wing 
and what was your Àrst piece? When did 
you join the RWCS?

A. I guess in the mid 1990s. I bought a wing 
crock from a lady I worked with who sold 
antiques. I just thought it was cool and used it 
for a magazine rack for many years. But I didn’t 
join the RWCS until 2015, after I heard about 
it from my brother and his wife, who attended 
MidWinter when it was held in Oconomowoc, 
WI. I visited the RWCS website, read about all 
the different stoneware pieces Red Wing made 
and found it quite interesting. I’ve built the 
majority of my collection since then.

Q. What inspired you to collect Wisconsin 
advertising, and what do you like about it?

A. My inspiration mainly came after ¿nding a 
few bean pots with local advertising on them, 
I guess I got ‘bit by the bug’ and the search 
was on for others. I always enjoy Googling a 
town to see where it is after acquiring a new 
piece, especially if it’s a town I’ve never heard 
of before. I’ve learned many of these towns 
are either very small or maybe just crossroads 
where the general store once was, and some 
don’t even exist anymore.

I remember when I ¿rst started collecting bean
pots; I went on a road trip and came home 

with 13! Back then it seemed like you could 
¿nd them everywhere. Another inÀuence was 
when I visited you in 2018. After seeing your 
collection, I realized there were many pieces 
other than bean pots with advertising. Right 
then, I decided I needed to branch out.

Q. Ha, I’m not sure if it’s good or bad that 
I’m partially to blame for inspiring you to 
Àll your home with stoneware! How many 
pieces do you have in your collection now, 
and what are some of your favorites?

A. My Red Wing stoneware collection includes 
nearly 400 pieces with Wisconsin advertising 
including 137 bean pots, 103 beater jars, 59 
pitchers, 40 crocks in sizes 1 lb to 25 gallon, 33 
casseroles, 13 jugs and a dozen local bowls.

With more than 1100 total pieces in my 
collection, it’s hard to pick a favorite. But my 
3 gallon salt glaze crock that’s front-stamped 
with the Minnesota oval is up towards the 
top of the list, along with my front-stamped 
butterÀy crocks. Sometimes it’s not the most 
expensive piece that means the most, but 
rather something like the sponge panel bowl 
with advertising from my hometown.

Q. Holy smokes...1100 pieces is wild! What 
other lines of Red Wing do you collect? Do 
you have any dinnerware or art pottery?

Collector  Q & A:

Cary Tietz
Story and photos by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski, 
with photo contributions from RWCS Member Cary Tietz
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A. I collect a wide range of stoneware, including crocks, ice/water coolers, 
uncommon pieces with pantry jar wings, Spongeband pieces, pitchers and 
brushed ware art pottery. I just started collecting art pottery ash receiver 
animals and I have about 30 pieces of “Flight” dinnerware. It looks good 
in the house with all the mounted animals, but more about that later.

Q. Where do you typically acquire your pieces?

A. Anywhere I can! I’ve found pieces in antique stores, online auctions, 
Facebook posts, Àea markets and at RWCS events. I also go to some 
of the stoneware auctions where I’ve found some of the rarer pieces, 
where you also get to network with old friends and maybe even make 
some new ones. You just never know where you’ll ¿nd that next piece!

Q. What items are you hunting for speciÀcally right now?

A. With the extensive advertising collection I already have, there aren’t 
many pieces I don’t have. But, there are still a few Wisconsin pieces I’d 
love to add to my shelf, like Spongeband pitchers from North Fond du 
Lac and Boaz, Cherry Band pitchers from Bay City, Thorp, Galesville 
and Readstown, a casserole dish from Lowell, beater jars from 
Blackhawk, Cumberland, Fountain City, Holmen and Waterford, and 
bean pots from Melrose, Loyal and Westby. I’d also love a 10 gal water 
cooler with pantry jar wing to complete my set.

Q. Approximately when did you begin selling pieces from your 
collection, and what Àrst prompted it?

A. I had to start thinning the herd a few years ago. I run my taxidermy 
business out of my home, and there’s only so much Àoor space for 
stoneware since I also display full body deer and bear mounts so 
customers can see examples of my work when they visit. The place was 
looking a little cluttered, so I decided to start letting go of a few things.

Q. Your taxidermy displays are really impressive. How did you end 
up turning that into a career?

A. Thanks for the compliment, Rick! I’m sure you weren’t expecting 
to see that when you visited a few months ago. I guess taxidermy 
started for me when I was a kid. I collected butterÀies and had a nice 
collection of them in a display case. From there through high school, 
I moved on to mounting deer antlers and turkey tails for family and 
friends. After graduating college I started as a technical illustrator for GE 

Healthcare. In 1995, I bought an old “¿xer-upper” house in Lebanon, WI 
that I remodeled for many years – one room at a time. After that was 
completed, I had more free time to practice on other animals like deer 
heads, ¿sh, birds and bears. I lost my job due to downsizing in 2007, but 
I took it as my sign to go into business for myself. I started Tietz Graphic 
Design as a freelancer doing work for GE and a few other businesses, 
and was urged by family and friends to do more taxidermy. So, Tietz 
Taxidermy and Wildlife Art was born in 2008. Back then I did 30-40 
mounts a year. Now I work on nearly 250 animals annually.

Q. That has to keep you busy. It’s amazing that you’re still able to 
Ànd time to collect! Is there anything you’d like to include that we 
haven’t already covered?

A. I’ve also started working on a pictorial database of Red Wing 
advertising pitchers from all states. It currently has more than 220 
pitchers listed, including Cherry Band, Spongeband and Saffron Ware 
pitchers. More to come about this in a future article.

In closing, I’d like to thank ALL the amazing people that I’ve met while 
collecting Red Wing, collectors I’ve bought pieces from or sold to, or 
other Red Wingers that were willing to share information or pictures with 
me. This really is a family of collectors.

Cary can be reached at tietz.graphic.design@gmail.com or on Facebook.

RWCS 
Member 
Cary Tietz’s 
home 
doubles as 
a showroom 
for his 
taxidermy 
business, so 
it’s packed 
from Àoor 
to ceiling 
with animal 
mounts and 
stoneware. 
That said, 
he does an 
impressive 
job ensuring 
that both 
collections 
are well 
displayed.
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POTTERY Museum OF RED WING NEWS

The Pottery Museum is excited to celebrate the start of this new year. We’re all 
eager to see what amazing things 2026 has in store for us.

PRESERVING THE TUNNEL KILN
Great things are worth waiting for, especially when preservation is the main goal! 
We understand it might seem like nothing is happening with the kiln, but trust us, 
there’s a lot going on behind the scenes. Preserving something with such historical 
signi¿cance, such as the tunnel kiln, requires many careful steps before completion. 
Every part must be checked for feasibility, and the right experts must be involved 
at the right time to make steady progress. We are so thrilled that the Minnesota 
Historical Society’s Historical and Cultural Heritage Grants, made possible by 
the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund, have decided to support the preservation 
of the tunnel kiln. Without their guidance and the help of Angela Wolf Scott from 
MacDonald & Mack Architects on what steps to take next, it would be quite 
overwhelming to determine where to begin. Remember, our goal isn’t just to save 
what’s left of the kiln, but also to add a structure to protect it from the weather. Each 
step we take should bring us closer to our ¿nal vision, keeping the big picture in 
mind. You can see from the architectural renderings that some preliminary work has 
already started. We will keep you updated as we anxiously move forward.

NEW DISPLAYS AT THE MUSEUM
Before each year’s Convention, the Pottery Museum adds or refreshes displays, 
ensuring there’s always something new to see. This year is no exception! We’re 
excited to expand and update the Red Wing Sewer Pipe display, adding many new 
pieces. If you have any sewer pipe lunch-hour items you’d like to share and lend to 
the museum for a year, please call Museum Manager Nancy Featherstone at 651-
327-2220. We’re still working on it, and we can’t wait for you to see the new and 
improved display!

TWO 30 GALLON SALT GLAZE 

BUTTERFLY CROCKS ON DISPLAY!

The new owner of the 30 gallon salt glaze 
butterÀy crock featured on the cover of this 
issue is kindly lending it to the museum to 
display for this coming year! To top it off, did 
you know the museum has a similar 
crock it in its collection? Pictured at left, a 
different artist decorated the museum’s 
crock and its dark blue stenciling is toward 
the bottom of the butterÀy, whereas the 
recent crock has the stenciling to the top 
left of the decoration.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Don’t forget to save the date for the Pottery Museum of Red Wing’s SPRING 
FLING! It’s happening on May 2, which is just around the corner. If you’re interested 
in selling at any of this year’s sales, feel free to give Nancy a call at 651-327-2220. 
She’ll be happy to send you a contract!

Important dates:

Saturday, May 2	      Spring Fling Antique Show & Sale
Mon-Fri, July 6-10	      Summer Sizzle Antique Show & Sale
Wednesday, July 8	      Pottery Museum of Red Wing Dinner & Auction
Saturday, October 3	      Fall Antique Festival

Above: Preliminary architectural renderings for the kiln preservation project. 

Story by Diane Hallstrom, RWCS Foundation Board Member & RWCS Hall of Famer
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The RWCS Auction is open to the entire membership. Every member may submit items for the auction.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: The 2026 RWCS CrockFest Auction will be held online and live/in person in the River Bluff School 	
gymnasium in Red Wing, MN. All events are subject to change. Members must be registered for Convention to preview the auction.

2025 SELLERS COMMISSION STRUCTURE: 15% commission on those items that sell for $100 or more. Items selling for less than $100 
will be assessed a $20 minimum commission.

RESERVE OPTION for auction submissions:
	 1. $1,000 minimum price on reserve items. Auction Manager can reject the reserve option if item has a value signi¿cantly less than $1,000.
	 2. 15% commission on items that sell. If item(s) does not hit reserve, seller fee is $100 to the RWCS. 
Each auction lot submission:
	 1. Form must be submitted using the ONLINE or PAPER FORM. No submissions taken by phone.
	 2. You may submit more than one item
	 3. Each additional lot MUST have its own online or paper form. DO NOT PUT TWO LOTS ON THE SAME FORM.
A limited number of RWCS Commemoratives (1977-2024) will be allowed - no 2025 Commemoratives will be allowed. Chapter 
Commemoratives can only be submitted by Chapter Presidents for the most recent year.

You or another RWCS member registered for the Convention must bring your piece to Convention. You may not ship your item(s) 	
to the Convention site, RWCS of¿ce or the Auction Manager.
Once your item(s) is submitted for the auction, no substitutions, altered or otherwise not in their original form will be allowed. Multiple item lots 
allowed include RWCS Commemoratives or dinnerware. However, multiple items will be accepted as space allows. Also, complete or partial 
collections will be considered. Please contact Auction Manager for more information.
Acceptable items are American Pottery including: Red Wing Art Pottery, Stoneware, Dinnerware or Red Wing memorabilia. Modern-day 
reproductions are not allowed. Example: new Water Cooler Lids, etc. Please don’t submit items valued under $100.
LOT NUMBERS: NO NOTICE WILL BE SENT TO NOTIFY YOU THAT YOUR ITEM WAS ACCEPTED. You will only receive notice if an 
item is rejected. All items submitted will be cataloged in auction order in which they are received at the RWCS of¿ce. If you wait until the 
last days to submit your item, it will be at the end of the auction.

PLEASE REMEMBER you are sending a registration form far in advance of the July Convention Auction. Be prepared to hold your 	
piece(s) until then. BE AWARE! If your item has been accepted for the Convention Auction, but does not show up, you will forfeit your 
auction privileges for 2027.
We strive to prevent NO-SHOWS. If you are in doubt about whether or not your piece has been selected, please contact 	
the RWCS at membership@redwingcollectors.org or 651-388-4004. OR, contact DAVE HUISMAN, Auction Manager at 			 
auction@redwingcollectors.org or 916-996-3584.

AUCTION SUBMISSION STEPS
     1. Be sure your RWCS membership is current. Submissions will NOT be allowed in the Auction if your membership has expired.
     2. ONE PAPER FORM per submission. DO NOT put additional submissions on the same form.
     3. If using the paper form, you may send digital photos to auctionform@redwingcollectors.org. Include your name and 
         member number with each photo. Please send no more than 2 photos per item.
     4. Submitting online: When uploading multiple photos of multiple items, please title each ¿le with your last name, submission number 
         and alphabetic letter so auction staff can easily identify each piece. For example, if Joe Smith submits two items and two different 
         photos of each, he would title photos of the ¿rst piece: SMITH_1A and SMITH_1B. Photos of the second piece would be titled
         SMITH_2A and SMITH_2B.

PLEASE READ THE AUCTION GUIDELINES ABOVE BEFORE YOU COMPLETE THIS FORM!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

		          2026 AUCTION ITEM REGISTRATION FORM
		         Saturday, July 11, 2026
HELP SAVE VOLUNTEER TIME - Please submit your form online! WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION
Mail form to: RWCS Auction Submission - PO Box 50, Red Wing, MN 55066 - Questions? Contact Auction Manager Dave Huisman.
         CHECK HERE IF THIS IS A RESERVE ITEM (Items that don’t meet reserve are subject to a $100 fee) DEADLINE: MAY 22, 2026
         RESERVE PRICE ($1,000 minimum): $ _________________________
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________MEMBER # ____________________
ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP:_________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________________________PHONE ___________________________
ITEM DESCRIPTION_______________________________________________________________________________________________
CONDITION___________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBMISSION # LOT #

       2026 CONVENTION AUCTION Information & SubmiSSION Form
        Saturday, July 11, 2026 - Red Wing, MN - DEADLINE MAY 22, 2026

SAVE TIME! ENTER ITEMS ONLINE: WWW.REDWINGCOLLECTORS.ORG/AUCTION
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Outstanding Stoneware Auction

Saturday, April 18, 2026 – 9:30 am • Rock Falls Community Center

Rock Falls, Iowa (7 miles NE of Mason City, IA)
Preview:  Friday, April 17, 3 pm – 6 pm

ABSENTEE & LIVE BIDDING available through HiBid at www.seeckauction.com.
Wow!! We have a good one for you all!  Seeck Auctions is pleased to sell at live auction a selection 

of fabulous stoneware from the Gail & Merv Peck Collection, the Jo & Dan Allers Collection and 

the Terri & Kevan Stepp Collection. Over 100 pieces of rare and hard to Ànd Red Wing salt glaze 
pieces, including many stamped. Outstanding advertising pieces. Ice 

Waters and Coolers, Minnesota Ovals, Double Stamped pieces, many 

rare novelty and kitchenware pieces including a Lion doorstop, and so much more! 

The catalog listing will be available on HiBid starting on or around March 18. Rock 
Falls, Iowa is the place to be for stoneware on Saturday, April 18!  

   Jim & Jan Seeck   641-424-1116   jimjan@seeckauction.com
   Chase Marquis   207-441-3517   chasemarquis1492@gmail.com

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium (NO Buyer’s Premium if Present at Auction). Cash or Check, 
VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted w/proper ID.  4% Clerking Fee on all purchases 
made using credit cards. Statements made day of sale take precedence over any printed ad.

C L A S S I F I E D SA D  R A T E S

Classi¿ed ads are 20¢ / word for members and 
30¢ / word for non-members; $5 min charge. 
Accepted on a ¿rst-come, ¿rst-served basis. In 
addition to appearing in the newsletter, classi¿eds 
and display ads are posted on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS

Display Ad Size		          Ad Rate
Full page 			          $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)       275
1/4 page 			          150
1/8 page			           85
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.
Display Ad Dimensions

Full Page 		          8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)       8 x 5.25
1/4 page 			          4 x 5.25
1/8 page 			          4 x 2.125
Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or 
PDF ¿le. There is an additional 10 percent fee for 
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).
       Issue              Ads            Editorial        Mail Date
       January         Nov. 25       Nov. 15        Jan. 6 
       March            Feb. 10       Feb. 1         March 15
       May               April 10        April 1           May 15
       September    Aug. 1         July 25         Sept. 1
       November     Oct. 1         Sept. 25        Nov. 1
E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to: 
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072. 

RED WING WANTED

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from 
Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, 
Nevada, and Utah. WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR 
FOR RED WING pieces from Wyoming. 
Always looking for other rare and unique 
items. Contact Trevor at 541-480-3016 or 
tstephe4@gmail.com. 3/27 

WANTED: Looking to buy all shapes, sizes, 
and colors of Michigan advertising. Also 
looking to purchase odd ball 3 gal salt glazed 
or zinc crocks. Call or text Eric at 906-282-
1180 or e-mail edeyaert@mtu.edu. 1/28

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with 
North Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & 
churns, too. The more rare the better! Will 
pay top $$ for the right pieces. Contact 701-
270-0242 or beehive@polarcomm.com. 9/26

WANTED: I’m looking to buy collections of 
Red Wing stoneware. Zinc or salt glaze - no 
collection is too big or too small. I will travel 
to you. Please text photos to 715-520-0888 
or e-mail to prockscrocks@gmail.com. 11/26

WANTED: I’m a life long Montanan working 
hard to improve my collection of Montana, 

Idaho and Wyoming stoneware. If you 
happen to have, or know somebody that has 
an example, PLEASE let me know and let’s 
talk! I promise you won’t regret it! E-mail me 
at sawtooth5150@gmail.com, call or text 
406-788-7851, or drop a note to Skyland 
Rider on Messenger. Thank you! 11/26 

WANTED: Red Wing or Minn. Stoneware 
animals; salt glaze lids with button tops 
(2 gal - 30 gal); salt glaze and Albany 
pieces attributed to North Star Stoneware 
Company; Please text photos to 715-716-
8009 or e-mail quirkdr@gmail.com. 11/26

WANTED: Adv. stoneware from Omaha and 
Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini 
jugs – Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze 
and bisque. Still looking for mini & salesman 
sample Àower pots in any colors, too. 
Contact cobe142@cox.net or 402-598-1315. 

WANTED: Red Wing bean pot with Westby, 
WI advertising and Red Wing salt glaze 
salesman sample crocks. Also seeking 
wooden bread crates with Milwaukee 
advertising. Contact Rick at 414-416-WING 
or newsletter@redwingcollectors.org.
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We need your “mug” shot! RWCS Historian Nancy Lambert is producing a 50th Anniversary Book celebrating 
RWCS history from 1977 to 2027, and we’re encouraging all members to submit a photo for publication. 
The book will have a “Members” section organized chronologically by the year members joined.

•	 Submit a photo as an individual or couple, with your name(s) and year you ¿rst joined the RWCS. 
Couples may list different years if they joined separately. Photos can be current or from earlier years.

•	 High-resolution digital photos preferred (can be from cellphone) with name(s) and year(s) 
joined; e-mail to historian@redwingcollectors.org. Subject line: 50th Anniversary photo.

•	 If you submit a printed photo, please mail it along with a self-addressed stamped envelope 	
(if you want it returned) to Nancy Lambert, 17 Newcastle Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72714.

•	 Photos should be a head and shoulder composition: couples should be positioned with shoulders 	
touching. See examples at right and below.

•	 Family/friends, please submit photos of deceased members along with their names and 	
the year they joined RWCS. They helped create the legacy!

Please submit photos as soon as possible. It will help immensely, even though the book won’t be printed 
until fall 2027 at the earliest. (The book will include images from the 50th Annual CrockFest Convention in 
2027.) This is a huge project and the anniversary will be here soon. This project will only be complete with as 
many members as possible included in its pages. A deadline for photo submission will be announced in July.

**By submitting a photo(s) you are granting permission to the RWCS for use of these photos in the 50th 
Anniversary Book and 50th Anniversary projects or displays.

All members will have the opportunity to pre-order 50th Anniversary Books, beginning at CrockFest 2026. 
Members not traveling to Red Wing will have the opportunity to pre-order the book using order forms 
included in the September 2026 newsletter. It will be mailed to members who have pre-ordered as soon as 
it is printed. Watch for more information as it becomes available.

we want you in the RWCS 50TH Anniversary Book!
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