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Primary membership in the Red Wing Collectors Society is $35 annually; 
associate membership is $15. There must be at least one primary member 
per household in order to have an associate membership. Members can 
pay for up to two years when renewing their membership. Contact the 
RWCS Business Office for additional details.

The Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter is published five times a year by the 
Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. 240 Harrison St. • Unit #3 • Red Wing, MN 55066
Phone: 651-388-4004 • Fax: 651-388-4042 • www.redwingcollectors.org

Postmaster: Send address change to: Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. Newsletter 
PO Box 50 • Red Wing, MN 55066. • USPS 015-791; ISSN 1096-1259.

Copyright © 2022 by the Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The Red Wing� Collectors Society, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of 
articles submitted by individual members.
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FROM THE EDITOR

When I went to Rock Falls, IA last fall to watch RWCS Charter Member Carla Blondell 
O’Neill’s incredible collection sell at auction, I had three objectives: get some good photos 
for the newsletter, have fun and try to find out more about Carla. The first two were going to 
be easy, but having never met her, I didn’t know how difficult she’d be to track down.

Carla’s collection of Red Wing stoneware animals and other ‘Lunch Hour’ items had been 
on display at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing from 2014 until recently, and several of her 
pieces are pictured in the Clay Giants and Red Wing Potters & Their Wares books. The 
general level of collector enthusiasm was sky-high going into the auction, as estimates for a 
few items were creeping over $30,000.

As it turned out, not only was Carla in attendance, but she also ended up being one of the 
most humble, down-to-earth collectors I’ve ever met. I was excited when she invited me to 
sit with her and her friend during the auction, but also slightly suspicious that she just wanted 
a younger person there to help her run the video feature on her new phone. Ha – she did 
need some help, but we also had a blast. Admitting up front that she hadn’t followed prices 
for nearly a decade, she frequently asked how much I thought certain pieces would sell for. 
This led to some hilarious exchanges. Here’s one of my favorites:

Carla: “How much do you think lot 45 will bring? The brown spotted cow & calf?”
Me: “I can’t see that thing selling for any less than 15.”
Carla: “Hundred?”
Me: No spoken response, but a look on my face that clearly indicated I meant “thousand”.
Carla: “Oh, wow!”

One of the best things about this auction is that everything was sold on the open market, 
without reserve. All too often these kinds of pieces sell in backroom deals and never see 
the light of day. But in this case, Carla gave everyone a chance to take home a piece of 
her amazing collection, and we all got a valuable education on values. Sure, there was 
some serious auction fever going on that day, but it’s not like you can find these pieces for 
sale everyday, either. Many bidders considered it a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to own the 
piece of their dreams, so in many cases, prices justifiably exceeded expectations.

Carla and I had a lengthy conversation a few weeks after the 
auction, so if you’re curious how she ended up amassing such 
a remarkable collection, I’ve got you covered. Check out the 
story on pg. 8 to learn more! Rick Natynski, Editor
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news briefs

About the Cover

2022 RWCS Board of Directors Candidate 
Profiles in this Issue
There are five positions up for election on the RWCS Board of Directors in 2022 – Vice 
President, Treasurer, Historian and both Representative at Large positions. Bios for the 
candidates running in this year’s election are featured on pages 5, 14 and 15 of this 
issue. Current RWCS Treasurer Dan Beck and Representative at Large Richard Natynski 
have decided not to run in 2022. Dan served for 8 years and Rich served for 7½. Their 
inputs have been immeasurable and we thank them for serving the club. Please thank 
them for their efforts next time you see them.

Voting will begin in April and will be done electronically. Members who don’t have internet 
access can request to have a hard copy of the ballot mailed to them starting in April. 
Online voting instructions will be e-mailed to members and printed in the March RWCS 
Newsletter. Votes must be recorded by June 30, 2022.

There’s still time to Preregister for 
MidWinter WEEKEND – THE BIG BASH IN 
Bettendorf, FEB. 4-6!
MidWinter Weekend is almost here! Be sure to check out the following page to learn about 
all the fun events we have lined up. If you haven’t signed up yet, you can save money by 
pre-registering until Jan. 22. Pre-registration is $30 and onsite registration is $35. The 
registration fee includes food at the Friday and Saturday night social events, admission to 
education sessions, and access to the MidWinter Show & Sale an hour before the general 
public. And don’t forget, we’ve chartered a bus to take advantage of the close proximity 
to Monmouth, IL. If you’d like to attend this group trip to visit the Monmouth Stoneware 
Museum on Thursday, Feb. 3, bus tickets are $25. Seats are limited, so don’t wait to 
reserve yours.

The RWCS has the following informative education presentations lined up for the 
morning of Saturday, Feb. 5 during MidWinter Weekend in Bettendorf, IA. We can’t wait 
to see you there!

• Keynote: Macomb, IL’s Potteries and Stoneware: Keynote speaker Chris Jonus 
started collecting stoneware in 1990, almost always focused on Macomb. He’s been 
archiving pictures and information and researching Macomb’s stoneware industry 
for 25 years and he’s nearly completed a book on the subject.

• Latest Finds on Pottery Road: RWCS Hall of Famer Dennis Nygaard will bring 
new information on pieces found in the Pottery Road area of the Red Wing Pottery 
Dump. He will share whiteware, factory decals, factory painting on pottery and other 
new finds.  

• Red Wing Dinnerware in Trade Publications: RWCS Hall of Famers Terry Moe & 
Larry Roschen will give a new seminar covering little-known aspects of Red Wing 
dinnerware as covered in trade publications.

• The Shakers of Red Wing: RWCS Member Althea Voth collects Red Wing salt and 
peppers; she now has more than 240 shakers and is always looking for more. She 
will discuss the examples of different patterns, as well as others not made as part of 
dinnerware sets. 

• Unusual Markings of Red Wing: RWCS Commemorative Manager Bob Morawski 
has collected a number of unusually marked pieces of Red Wing stoneware over the 
years. Take a trip with him through the collection of oddly marked crocks, jugs and 
churns he has encountered.

2022 RWCS CROCKFEST CONVENTION: JULY 14-16
Look for registration forms and more info in the March RWCS Newsletter!

Coming in at $35,000, the “Darling” Pigs grouping 
wasn’t the top selling item in RWCS Charter Member 
Carla Blondell-O’Neill’s auction back in November. But, 
it carried the most historical value by far. In addition to 
being signed and dated by Minnesota Stoneware Co. 
potter Henry Darling, it was once owned by the late 
RWCS Hall of Famer Rev. Lyndon Viel – author of the 
Clay Giants books and considered by many to be the 
father of the RWCS. Turn to pg. 8 to learn more about 
this incredible piece and others that sold in the auction. 
                    -Rick Natynski, RWCS Newsletter Editor
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The focus is on fun this year at the 25th Annual MidWinter 
Weekend, Feb. 4-6 in Bettendorf, IA. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to buy, sell and trade Red Wing and other pottery at the room 
sales, live auction and a great Show & Sale. Here are some 
details about the all the highlights of this fantastic event!

MidWinter Warm-up…Tour the Monmouth Stoneware 
Museum! Bus tickets are still available for the optional trip to 
Monmouth, IL on Thursday to tour the Monmouth Stoneware 
Museum. Museum admission is free; bus tickets are $25 and 
may be purchased on the MidWinter registration form or by 
calling the RWCS office.

Friday Night Wine & Dine: Socialize with fellow collectors at 
this fun event, which will consist of food, games and great door 
prizes. Delicious appetizers and a cash bar are all included with 
your MidWinter Weekend registration fee.

Welcome Session & Education Presentations: Saturday 
morning kicks off with the welcome and keynote address, 
“Macomb, IL’s Potteries and Stoneware” by Chris Jonus. 
NEW educational presentations will follow the keynote. These 
are included with your MidWinter registration, and program 
descriptions are covered on pg. 3.

MidWinter Show & Sale: After lunch, look for that special piece 
at always popular Show & Sale, where you will find some of your 
favorite pottery and antique dealers.

TRIFECTA OF FUN: Kick off Saturday night with a live auction at 
4:30 p.m. Pictured below are a few of the 75+ pieces to be auctioned.

FREE Pizza & Game Night: Following the auction, enjoy some 
pizza, catch up with fellow collectors, and get fired up for Game 
Night, where everyone has a chance to win some very nice 
prizes including mini jugs, pottery, apparel and more surprises 
while socializing with collector friends! PIZZA & GAMES are 
included with MidWinter registration.

New RWCS Gear: The RWCS will have new clothing, etc. for sale 
at registration on Friday and Saturday, and also at the Show & Sale.

Isle Casino Hotel reservations can be made by following the links 
on the RWCS website: redwingcollectors.org/rwcs-calendar-of-
events/rwcs-midwinter/housing or by calling the hotel directly. 
Dial 1-800-843-4753. At the prompts, press 7, then 1, then 3. 
Ask for group block RW22 special rates. The block for the event 
closes January 22. Registered members will be 
located in the North Tower.

- Nancy Lambert, 
RWCS Historian

SAVE MONEY AND 
PRE-REGISTER 

FOR MIDWINTER 
WEEKEND 

BEFORE 
JAN. 22!4

MIDWINTER PREVIEW

TIME		  EVENT				   LOCATION
Thursday, Feb. 3 “Warm Up” for MidWinter
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
8 – 11 a.m.	 RWCS Full Board Meeting	 TBD
Noon-5 p.m.	 Stoneware Museum of	 Monmouth, Illinois
		  Monmouth Excursion
All Evening	 Room Sales			   Isle Casino Hotel 
						      North Tower
Friday, Feb. 4
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
ALL DAY		 ROOM SALES			   NORTH TOWER
	 	 Sellers please let the RWCS office know you are doing room sales
3 – 5:30 p.m.	 REGISTRATION			   NORTH TOWER LOBBY
4:30 p.m.	 CHAPTER MEETINGS	
6 – 8 p.m.	 “Wine & Dine” SOCIAL TIME	 NORTH TOWER ATRIUM
	 	 Included with your MidWinter registration! Cash bar and food stations.

Saturday, Feb. 5
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
7:30 – 9 a.m.	 REGISTRATION			   NORTH TOWER LOBBY
8 – 9:20 a.m.	 WELCOME SESSION		  SALON B-C
	 	 Keynote address: Chris Jonus, “Macomb Ill’s Potteries and Stoneware”
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.	Educational Seminars	 Breakout Rooms
10:40 – 11:40 a.m.	 Educational Seminars	 Breakout Rooms
Noon – 1 p.m.	 Show & Sale (Move In & Set Up)	 Salon B-C
1 – 3 p.m.	 SHOW & SALE			   Salon B-C
3 – 4 p.m.	 Show & Sale (Move Out)		 Salon B-C
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.	 AUCTION PREVIEW		  Salon a

EVENING
           TRIFECTA of Fun!!	Salon A-B-C

4:30 p.m. – ??	 AUCTION			   Salon a
		  FREE & Open to the Public, Cash Bar
Immediately	 PIZZA, GAMES, PRIZES		  Salon B-C
Following

	 FREE for registered members staying at the Isle Hotel, Cash Bar
Auction	
Sunday, Feb. 6
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
*Included for all RWCS members registered for MidWinter and staying at the Isle Casino Hotel

MidWinter Weeekend – Feb. 4-6:
The “Big Bash in Bettendorf”

Watch the RWCS Facebook page for updates. The RWCS will follow Covid-19
guidelines of the Isle Casino Hotel that appear on the RWCS website.

The focus is on fun this year at the 25th Annual MidWinter 
Weekend, Feb. 4-6 in Bettendorf, IA. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to buy, sell and trade Red Wing and other pottery at the room 
sales, live auction and a great Show & Sale. Here are some 
details about the all the highlights of this fantastic event!

MidWinter Warm-up…Tour the Monmouth Stoneware 
Museum! Bus tickets are still available for the optional trip to 
Monmouth, IL on Thursday to tour the Monmouth Stoneware 
Museum. Museum admission is free; bus tickets are $25 and 
may be purchased on the MidWinter registration form or by 
calling the RWCS office.

Friday Night Wine & Dine: Socialize with fellow collectors at 
this fun event, which will consist of food, games and great door 
prizes. Delicious appetizers and a cash bar are all included with 
your MidWinter Weekend registration fee.

Welcome Session & Education Presentations: Saturday 
morning kicks off with the welcome and keynote address, 
“Macomb, IL’s Potteries and Stoneware” by Chris Jonus. 
NEW educational presentations will follow the keynote. These 
are included with your MidWinter registration, and program 
descriptions are covered on pg. 3.

MidWinter Show & Sale: After lunch, look for that special piece 
at always popular Show & Sale, where you will find some of your 
favorite pottery and antique dealers.

TRIFECTA OF FUN: Kick off Saturday night with a live auction at 
4:30 p.m. Pictured below are a few of the 75+ pieces to be auctioned.

FREE Pizza & Game Night: Following the auction, enjoy some 
pizza, catch up with fellow collectors, and get fired up for Game 
Night, where everyone has a chance to win some very nice 
prizes including mini jugs, pottery, apparel and more surprises 
while socializing with collector friends! PIZZA & GAMES are 
included with MidWinter registration.

New RWCS Gear: The RWCS will have new clothing, etc. for sale 
at registration on Friday and Saturday, and also at the Show & Sale.

Isle Casino Hotel reservations can be made by following the links 
on the RWCS website: redwingcollectors.org/rwcs-calendar-of-
events/rwcs-midwinter/housing or by calling the hotel directly. 
Dial 1-800-843-4753. At the prompts, press 7, then 1, then 3. 
Ask for group block RW22 special rates. The block for the event 
closes January 22. Registered members will be 
located in the North Tower.

- Nancy Lambert, 
RWCS Historian

SAVE MONEY AND 
PRE-REGISTER 

FOR MIDWINTER 
WEEKEND 

BEFORE 
JAN. 22!4

MIDWINTER PREVIEW

TIME		  EVENT				   LOCATION
Thursday, Feb. 3 “Warm Up” for MidWinter
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
8 – 11 a.m.	 RWCS Full Board Meeting	 TBD
Noon-5 p.m.	 Stoneware Museum of	 Monmouth, Illinois
		  Monmouth Excursion
All Evening	 Room Sales			   Isle Casino Hotel 
						      North Tower
Friday, Feb. 4
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
ALL DAY		 ROOM SALES			   NORTH TOWER
	 	 Sellers please let the RWCS office know you are doing room sales
3 – 5:30 p.m.	 REGISTRATION			   NORTH TOWER LOBBY
4:30 p.m.	 CHAPTER MEETINGS	
6 – 8 p.m.	 “Wine & Dine” SOCIAL TIME	 NORTH TOWER ATRIUM
	 	 Included with your MidWinter registration! Cash bar and food stations.

Saturday, Feb. 5
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
7:30 – 9 a.m.	 REGISTRATION			   NORTH TOWER LOBBY
8 – 9:20 a.m.	 WELCOME SESSION		  SALON B-C
	 	 Keynote address: Chris Jonus, “Macomb Ill’s Potteries and Stoneware”
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.	Educational Seminars	 Breakout Rooms
10:40 – 11:40 a.m.	 Educational Seminars	 Breakout Rooms
Noon – 1 p.m.	 Show & Sale (Move In & Set Up)	 Salon B-C
1 – 3 p.m.	 SHOW & SALE			   Salon B-C
3 – 4 p.m.	 Show & Sale (Move Out)		 Salon B-C
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.	 AUCTION PREVIEW		  Salon a

EVENING
           TRIFECTA of Fun!!	Salon A-B-C

4:30 p.m. – ??	 AUCTION			   Salon a
		  FREE & Open to the Public, Cash Bar
Immediately	 PIZZA, GAMES, PRIZES		  Salon B-C
Following

	 FREE for registered members staying at the Isle Hotel, Cash Bar
Auction	
Sunday, Feb. 6
7 – 9 a.m.	 BREAKFAST BUFFET*		  KELLER’S AMERICAN GRILL
*Included for all RWCS members registered for MidWinter and staying at the Isle Casino Hotel

MidWinter Weeekend – Feb. 4-6:
The “Big Bash in Bettendorf”

Watch the RWCS Facebook page for updates. The RWCS will follow Covid-19
guidelines of the Isle Casino Hotel that appear on the RWCS website.
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There are five positions up for election on the RWCS Board of Directors 
in 2022: Vice President, Treasurer, Historian and both Representative 
at Large positions. Each position carries a term of four years, which 
will begin during the 2022 Convention at the RWCS Annual Business 
Meeting on Friday, July 15. Profiles for the candidates running in this 
year’s election are featured below.

The only contested positions in the upcoming election are the two 
Representative at Large positions. We have four candidates: Diana 
Bailey, Doug Perkins, Chris Tincher and the husband and wife team of 
Gary & Bonnie Tefft. (The Teffts would share one vote on the RWCS 
Board of Directors if elected.)

Balloting will be done electronically in accordance with RWCS by-law 
Article V, “Nominating Committee and Voting Procedure”. A link to the 
online RWCS election ballot will be e-mailed to all primary and associate 
members in good standing as of April 15. All members in good standing 
can refer to these instructions and log in with their own membership 
number to vote. Please e-mail miranda.reese@redwingcollectors.org if 
you’re unsure whether we have your e-mail address on file. Votes must 
be recorded by June 30, 2022. RWCS members who do not have internet 
access can request a ballot by contacting the RWCS Business Office. 

Russa Robinson
Incumbent, RWCS Vice President

I’ve been part of this wonderful 
organization a long time. Having been 
an RWCS member and collector since 
1982, I’ve grown close to the Society 
and what it stands for. I joined the RWCS 
Board of Directors in 2006 when I was 
elected as one of the Representatives at 
Large. 

Since I’ve been on the Board for the past 16 years, I’m very familiar with 
the past direction of the Society and the challenges it faces today. I’ve 
served on many committees within the organization over the years, so 
I have a good feeling of how things work, what’s needed and how to 
get things done. I’ve also volunteered at events ever since becoming a 
member, so I’m well acquainted with a large portion of our membership 
and I usually know who to contact whenever a situation arises so we 
have “go to” people when we need input on particular subjects.  

One of the most important jobs of the Vice President is to serve as the 
head of the Nominating Committee for the Board of Directors. With 
my member knowledge base, and with the personal knowledge of so 
many of our members, I’ve been in an excellent position to be able to 
put together a strong ballot for elections and handle the overall voting 
process for the Society.

I enjoy working with other members of the Board to get things done. I’m 
not afraid to bring up my opinions and fight for what I think is best for 
the Society. I’m not bashful and will bring my ideas and feelings to the 
group in a manner that is understandable and useful. I’ve been called a 
“peacemaker” and I do everything I can to fit that description. In times 
of conflicting ideas and different viewpoints, I have always tried to solve 
problems, relieve tensions and keep the Society fun.  

On a personal note, my husband, Mike, and I have raised three children 
on our family farm in Stockton, CA. Our house is filled with everything 
from stoneware to dinnerware, and all of our family vacations seem 
to revolve around Red Wing. It has been a wonderful hobby to share 
with our family. Our children grew up scouring antique stores and flea 
markets, and even my parents caught the bug. We helped to charter 
the Golden State Chapter in 1987 and continue to travel the state of 
California to attend our quarterly meetings. We have made many happy 
memories and met many great friends in sharing our love of pottery.

The RWCS is not just about collecting. A new piece is always fun, but the 
real excitement comes from seeing all of the friends we have made over 
the years, and making new ones. As your Vice President, I will continue 
my commitment to sharing that excitement with others.

Larry Birks
Candidate, RWCS Treasurer

I started collecting Red Wing stoneware back 
in the late 1970s when my mother handed me 
a winged crock and said, “You should collect 
these.” Since then, I’ve been chasing clay 
from Missouri to Minnesota and everywhere 
in between. Many of you know me as a past 
President of the Red Wing Collectors Society.  
I served the Society as President from 2014 

to 2016, and in that capacity worked diligently to continue moving the 
Society forward. During that time, I also served on the litigation committee 
helping to establish the RWCS Foundation Museum with its legal stance.

Since my tenure as RWCS President, I have returned to being President 
of the Trails West Chapter and I’m currently serving at the Education 
Manager for the RWCS. Two years as Trails West Vice President, and 
a total of 8 years as Trails West Chapter President has placed me in a 
unique place to work with the membership of the Society, and with the 
RWCS Board of Directors to continue moving the RWCS into the future.

My background for being Treasurer comes from 40+ years working in 
the electrical power industry in the product marketing and sales fields. 
I can’t remember a time when we weren’t working with profit and loss 
statements and budgets for the upcoming quarter or year. Keeping track 
of the money versus the budget became second nature to me and it 
enabled me as President of the RWCS to help the Board of Directors 
watch the budget and plan for the future. If I’m elected as RWCS 
Treasurer, I will work with the RWCS Board to maintain funding for all of 
the RWCS events while maintaining a budget to ensure the Society is 
solvent into the future. With the declining membership that we’ve seen 
over the last 10 years, I will be working with the Board of Directors to 
fund new avenues to reach out to both old and new collectors to maintain 
our core membership and bring new collectors into the Society for the 
fun and education the club offers.

I’ve been an avid Red Wing collector for more than 40 years, and 
the knowledge I’ve gained about collecting Red Wing came from the 
Convention educational seminars and the knowledgeable collectors 
within the club. The early years of Convention had us chasing 
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This series is designed to remedy the lack of published information about 
Gypsy Trail, Red Wing’s earliest full dinnerware line and the least familiar to 
collectors.

The Red Wing Potteries announced the arrival of “Red Wing Streamline 
Group Utility Service Ware” on pages 25 and 31 of the September 1939 
Crockery And Glass Journal. The four items listed were a teapot, water jug, 
refrigerator jug and casserole, and they were to be shown at the Boston 
Gift Show. Belle Kogan was the designer of this group and the introduction 
also mentioned that a complete line of kitchenware went with it. The name 
reflected the movement in society for items with a smooth, sleek look. Trains 
with diesel locomotives happened to be called streamliners. 

The “Streamlined Group” (not “Streamline”) first appeared as a section within 
in the Gypsy Trail Hostess Ware brochure dated April 25, 1940. The initial 
configuration included two teapots, two casseroles, a water jug and a covered 

ice box jug (Fig. 1). All Streamlined items were available in Orange, Royal 
Blue, Yellow, Turquoise, Pastel Pink and Pastel Green. Neither 

“Streamline” nor “Streamlined” is used in reference to these items after 
this April 1940 brochure.

1

© Copyright 2022 RWCS Member Marilyn Moe and RWCS Hall of Famers Terry 
Moe & Larry Roschen. Photos by the authors and www.redwingdinnerware.com 
and used here with permssion.

LESS COMMON

CHAPTER 8: Streamline
(or Streamlined) Group
Utility Service Ware

Each item of the Gypsy Trail line had an order number 
assigned to it. This was unique in the Red Wing dinnerware 
world, as the other lines and patterns did not have such 
numbers. The numbers started with #101 and ended with 
#187 – the Cruet with Cork. However, a few items were 
given only art pottery numbers, such as the #547 tilt pitcher. 
Fondoso had an F preceding the number starting with F101 
and ending with F138. The number ranges we have listed 
included the four traditional Gypsy Trail patterns: Plain, 
Reed, Chevron and Fondoso.  However, an interesting 
thing happened with the 1940 Price List. The first of a long 
list of “Hostess Ware”, or “Gypsy Trail Ware” as the entire 
line is variously called, starts with #188. We will show that 
item in a later installment of the Less Common Gypsy Trail 
series. However, numbers 189-192 were assigned to the 
Streamline Group.

#189 Water Jug
The #189 Water Jug is sometimes described simply as 
“Jug” (Fig. 2). We like to call it “Modern 64 oz. Pitcher”, as 
that is the description in the 1942 Price List and it helps 
differentiate this pitcher from all the other pitchers offered at 
that time. In addition, it is too elegant to just be called “Jug”.

The June 1942 Price List added Cream Ivory as a 
color option. Since all other Streamline items had been 
discontinued by then, the Water Jug is the only item in the 
group that was listed in this color. It was the longest-lived 
of the Streamline group, last appearing in the February 

2

Above (left to right): Turquoise and Royal Blue #192 Covered Casseroles, Yellow #191 Tea Pots, Cream Ivory #189 Water Jug and Yellow #190 Covered Ice Box.
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1943 Price List. One of the interesting facets of this jug is the post Red Wing 
duplication by manufacturer Over & Back (Figs. 3 & 5). Terry saw this item on 
eBay and had to own it. Side-by-side comparison clearly showed that it was 
reverse-engineered, but fortunately, the bottom is clearly marked. Green is 
the only color that has surfaced so far.  

#190 Covered Ice Box Jug
The #190 Covered Ice Box Jug is sometimes called “Refrigerator Jug” (Fig. 
6). In Terry’s uninformed opinion, this Covered Ice Box Jug, in orange, is the 
least attractive of all the Gypsy Trail line. The Covered Ice Box Jug is often 
found without the lid. As you can see, the handle on the lid is very difficult to 
hold and the lids are often broken. In fact, all of the Streamline lids are very 
difficult to hold. This item last appeared in the June 1941 Price List.

3 4

6

#191 Tea Pot
The #191 Tea Pot included two 
sizes – a 2 cup and a 5 cup (Fig. 
7). The 5 cup is the most difficult 
to find. The lids are tucked inside 
the handles and have only a small 
area for pinching between the 
thumb and forefinger. It was a 
design failure, especially when the 
lid was hot. Now many serve as 
small pitchers or creamers. Both 
last appeared in the January 1942 
Price List. 

#192 Covered Casserole
The #192 Covered Casserole 
also included two sizes. Fig. 8 
shows both sizes with a 9-inch 
casserole sitting between two 
8-inchers. The turquoise 9-inch 
casserole is the only one of its 
size we have seen. Both sizes 
last appeared in the June 1941 
Price List.

So what is the official name of the 
group? We prefer Streamline, but 
Streamlined is also used, so it is 
up to you.
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For the past 7 years, Pottery Museum of Red Wing visitors were fortunate 
to view one of the best collections of Red Wing stoneware animals ever 
assembled. Most collectors figured the items were on loan from multiple 
owners, but as it turned out, it all belonged to one very unassuming 
collector who was far ahead of her time.

RWCS Charter Member Carla Blondell O’Neill had the foresight to begin 
collecting Red Wing stoneware when she was barely 20 years old, likely 
making her the club’s youngest active charter member. Now in her 60s, 
Carla and her husband, Matt O’Neill, decided last year that it was time to sell. 
Seeck Auctions sold the collection in Rock Falls, IA back in November.

So what prompted a kid to start collecting stoneware in the mid-1970s – a 
time when Captain & Tennille topped the pop charts, the Vietnam War 
was winding down and the average automobile cost less than $5,000?

“There’s been a misconception that my parents were the ones who 
started collecting Red Wing, but it was actually me,” Carla explains. “They 
were antique dealers though, so I did have the benefit of listening to them 
and reading their reference books. They definitely passed the love for 
antiques along to me.”

Carla’s parents, Richard & Doris Blondell, met as classmates at Red Wing 
High School and got 
married in 1944. They 
continued to spend a 
lot of time there visiting 
friends and family after 
moving to Rochester, 
MN in 1951. Both grew 
up around antiques, and 
they started collecting 
American folk art when 
they got married, 
eventually shifting to 
Scandinavian antiques 
and furniture. The couple 
made a living running 
the Heidi House Drive-In 
restaurant in downtown 
Rochester from the 
1960s until 1972, when 
they razed the property 
and built the Blondell 
Motel in its place. In 

addition to operating the motel, they opened an antique shop in one of 
the storefronts and started dealing at a number of shows throughout 
the Midwest. The Blondells became experts in Norwegian and Swedish 
antiques. On one of their overseas buying trips, Carla’s father acquired a 
2-foot Icelandic drinking horn from the 1400s, which he later sold to the 
King of Norway, who in turn gifted it to the people of Iceland.

“Collecting was part of our lifestyle, and we always went antiquing 
together,” Carla says. “Then once I was old enough to drive, I started 
going out on my own.” 

Always having an affinity for animals, Carla was in her teens when 
she developed an eye for Eastern salt glaze stoneware decorated with 
cobalt birds and other creatures. She was only 20 when she bought her 
older brother Tom’s starter house, and started decorating with Red Wing 
stoneware. By the time she turned 23 in 1977, she was all in.

“My dad heard that a group of Red Wing collectors was forming and they 
were holding an event in Red Wing that summer, so I signed up for it,” 
she recalls. “That’s how I became a charter member.”

Carla did a lot of looking at the first RWCS Convention and attended 
the auction, but didn’t buy anything. The next year she remembers 
purchasing a 2 gallon Red Wing salt glaze churn with bright cobalt 
markings for $400 from a woman from Miesville, MN named Carol, who 
was one of the few collectors she got to know.

“I went to the conventions by myself, and I was so young-looking that 
I think most people weren’t interested in talking to me,” she says. “But 
there were a few others who were very welcoming, like (RWCS Hall of 
Famers) Gail Peck, Lyndon Viel and the auctioneer Dick Houghton.”

Although she bought some salt glaze and wing-decorated pieces when she 
was young, Carla never really got into the bigger items. Her first home was 
small and lacked space for displaying large crocks and jugs, so she focused 
on collecting items like stoneware animals, ‘Lunch Hour’ pieces and other 
miniatures. Meanwhile, Carla’s parents never actually became RWCS 
members, but their daughter’s passion for Red Wing certainly sparked 
their interest. As a result, her father picked some exceedingly rare pieces 
from Red Wing from the late 1970s until he passed away in 1990.

“In addition to being well-connected as an antique dealer, my dad had an 
incredible memory of certain pieces from being born and raised in Red Wing,” 
Carla explains. “Whether it was from seeing them at friends’ homes when 
he was young, or when he visited family friends with my grandparents, he 
remembered where some really exceptional piece were located. These pieces 
never left town, so he was able to reconnect with the owners and buy them.”

The 
auction

of a 
Lifetime

Story & photos by
RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

This grouping of Red Wing ‘Lunch Hour’ pigs 
sold for a jaw-dropping $42,500 high bid on 
Nov. 6. Eight piglets accompany the mother, 
including a black one inside the trough.

RWCS Charter 
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Blondell O’Neill 
poses with 
two of her 
favorite pieces 
before Seeck 
Auctions sold 
her Red Wing 
stoneware 
collection of 
more than 45 
years on Nov. 6.
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Carla says her dad acquired the majestic Red Wing salt glaze 
standing lion doorstop (below) that sold for $34,000 in her November 
auction from a home near downtown Red Wing. The pig/piglet set 
that sold for $42,500 (at left) and a black and white cow/calf pair that 
brought $15,000 came from another Red Wing residence.

“I had to beg him for years to give me those pieces,” Carla notes. 
“Eventually they became Christmas presents, but for the longest time 
they were on display in the bar and restaurant in our motel. Each 
booth was equipped with a small display case that contained Red 
Wing stoneware and other antiques. That’s probably why everyone 
assumed my parents were the big Red Wing collectors, because 
customers had some great pieces to stare at when they stopped in.”

Carla acquired her Red Wing cobalt-glazed seated lion doorstop during an 
RWCS Convention Auction. After watching her bid on some ‘Lunch Hour’ 
items, a young woman approached Carla, saying she had the lion in her 
car, but didn’t want to bring it inside. They went out to the parking lot, and 
although it was missing its tail and a foot, Carla didn’t hesitate to buy it.

“I never cared if something was broken,” she says. “To me, it gave the 
piece character, and I figured I could always upgrade if I found one in 
better condition.”

This mentality served Carla well, because she bought a number of hard-
to-find pieces in the early days that other collectors might have nitpicked 
and passed on because of damage. Back then, “new” items were turning 
up all the time, so collectors often assumed that a mint example would 
surface if they waited long enough. But in many cases, they never did.

Carla acquired the “Darling” Pigs set (above) – another of her best 
pieces – from Clay Giants series author and RWCS Hall of Famer 
Lyndon Viel. The purchase took place at an RWCS Convention held in 
Red Wing’s Vo-Tech College in the early 1980s – a story that is best told 
by RWCS Hall of Famer Gail Peck.

“Dan DePasquale (RWCS Hall of Famer) and I were married at the time 
and we were really interested in Lyndon’s pigs,” Gail recounts. “As I 
remember it, he offered them to a few people privately for $2,500, which 
was a lot of money to pay for Red Wing back then, and more than we 
had ever paid for a piece. We went out to the parking lot to talk about it 
and ultimately decided we couldn’t pass them up. But when we got back 
inside, we learned that Lyndon had sold the pigs to young Carla Blondell 
in the brief time we were gone. That was a tough one to swallow.”

It’s difficult to fault Gail and Dan for not pulling the trigger faster. In the 
early 80s, $2,500 had the buying power of more than $6,500 today, 
and was close to a record price for a piece of Red Wing stoneware at 
the time. But what made Carla decide so quickly to take the plunge?

“I had seen the ‘Darling’ Pigs for the first time in Lyndon’s Clay Giants 2 
book and I was awestruck,” Carla recalls. “I wasn’t expecting them to 
be for sale that day, and I didn’t have that much money at the time. My 
memory is kinda fuzzy on exactly how it happened, but I know I asked 
my mom for a loan, so I must have found a payphone and called home. 
It was one of three times in my life that my parents helped me with a big 
stoneware purchase, but it was an easy decision. I didn’t have anybody 
to answer to. I was my 20s, not married, no kids and I really wanted it.”

In addition to enjoying them for more than 40 years, it also proved to be 
a sound financial decision. The pigs realized $35,000 at her auction.
As Carla continued to refine her collection, she helped pay for new 
acquisitions by trading in items she no longer wanted to RWCS Hall of 

Famer Larry Peterson of Larry’s Jugs. Her collection grew and it was 
building quite a reputation for itself, even though a lot of people didn’t 
actually know who she was.

“I’ve always kind of flown under the radar,” she says. “One time I was at 
a flea market in Rochester with my youngest son, and he asked me if 
a piece in one of the booths was Red Wing. The dealer overheard him, 
and before I could answer, the man said, ‘That piece isn’t Red Wing, 
but there’s some lady here in town who has a whole bunch of Red Wing 
‘Lunch Hour’ pieces.’ I didn’t tell him that he was looking at her.”

Like any longtime collector, there were occasions where Carla either sold 
or missed out on some special pieces. For example, she once co-owned 
the one-of-a-kind 3 gallon Minnesota Stoneware molded salt glaze parrot 
churn with her brother, but couldn’t afford to keep it. Coined the “Blondell 
Churn” on pg. 61 of Clay Giants, they sold it in 1978.

“Either my dad or my brother found the churn in the mid-1970s, but Tom 
and I bought it together,” she recalls. RWCS Member “Roger Blohm 
asked to buy it and offered us $1,800, 
which was crazy money in 1978. 
I couldn’t afford to buy Tom 
out of his half, but the 
$900 I got paid for a 
new roof on my 
house.”

The “Darling” 
Pigs set 
includes six 
piglets and is 
in excellent 
condition.

           No tail? No 
        problem! This             
      impressive lion 
doorstop in Carla’s 

auction sold for $34,000.
    “Blondell” continued
                on back cover.
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$600$2,300 $1,450 $1,600 $2,20010

This impressive freestanding salt glaze lion doorstop is arguably the 
best stoneware animal Red Wing ever made in single form. One of 
only two known to exist, it weighs 15 lbs. and measures 17½” by 11¾”.

Story & photos by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski, with photo contributions from Seeck Auctions & RWCS Member Sheldon Bohnhoff
Seeck’s Blondell sale A “Once-in-a-Lifetime” Opportunity

$35,000 $34,000$42,500

$16,000 $15,000 $9,500 $3,250 $1,600

$4,250$5,500 $6,500 $6,250 $6,500

$1,700$13,000 $9,500 $6,000 $1,100

Fewer than 10 RW Lunch Hour pig/piglet combinations are known to exist, and Carla had two! The 
top seller was missing two piglets, but it didn’t matter. Known as the “Darling” Pigs, the runner-up is 
signed “H. Darling Red Wing, Minn. April 1, 1893”. “MSW.Co.” is also scripted inside the bottom ridge.

Red Wing made many Albany cow/calf figures, but the spotted versions above are extra special. The single cow was likely made with a calf, but it 
came off before it was fired as the footmarks were glazed over. The calf on the bisque version is broken off the base, but sits perfectly without glue.

This figure was mint; another with 
a chipped horn sold for $3,000.

Even at $6,500, this 9” salt glaze sheep was still 
one of few undervalued pieces in the auction.

Each measuring only about 3¼” long, the small animals above fit in the palm of 
your hand, yet they brought $17,000 in combined sales. Amazing!

Of Carla’s eight RW bulldogs, these four had special glaze combinations, and measured 6½”, 8½”, 7” & 9” long. Relatively speaking, the brown tinted dog was a bargain 
despite damage. The McKinley bust is the only known with a brown jacket & tie. Below, the Albany cups are 2” tall, the pigs are 7” & 4½” long, and the sheep are 3½” & 2¼” tall.

This dog is 
only 4½” tall.

Bursting with anticipation, auctioneers and RWCS Members Jim & Jan Seeck brought the lifetime collection of RWCS Charter Member Carla Blondell-
O’Neill to market on Nov. 6. Carla started collecting Red Wing stoneware animals and ‘Lunch Hour’ items back in the 1970s and amassed several 
pieces that are either one-of-a-kind or one of only few known. Her collection had been displayed at the Pottery Museum of Red Wing since 2014, and 
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$28,000$20,000 $27,000 $19,000

$21,000

$15,500 $7,000

$5,500

$5,250 $1,900

$3,250

$2,800 $2,300$5,000

$750

$425

$2,800

$550

$625

$2,200

Masters at laying out an auction catalog, the Seecks separated the incredible Red 
Wing salt glaze Pouter pigeon bookends, placing one at the front of the auction 
and the other at the end. Only four pigeon figures are known; Carla owned three!

Already an attractive piece due to its size and form, 
the cobalt-decorated base on this 11” long Red Wing 
salt glaze lamb made it even more desirable.

This Albany lion doorstop has to be one of the nicest examples known, which 
certainly contributed to it bringing about 2x as much as they usually sell for. Only a 

few cobalt versions 
are known, making 
it an incredibly tough 
find. But, the visible 
damage kept the 
price down. At left, 
the dog is only 2” 
tall. The 3” tall rabbit 
was located shortly 
before the auction, 
making it available 
to in-house bidders 
only. A fine example 
of Red Wing folk 
art, the handcrafted 
sewer tile scene 
was likely made 
as a match holder. 
It features a bird, 
rabbit and a nest 
of eggs. With a 
diameter of only 3”, 
the Albany frying pan 
couldn’t have been 
useful; perhaps 
it was made as a 
child‘s toy. The 2” 
tall piglet w/repaired 
leg likely broke off a 
larger grouping.

While the Carla Blondell O’Neill collection was the highlight of the Nov. 6 Seeck 
Auction, a Minnesotan couple consigned about 200 lots to the nearly 380-lot sale. 
Their collection of quality antiques was mostly driven by Red Wing advertising 
stoneware and Grayline, with some other kitchenware and salt glaze mixed in. Their 
5 gallon front-stamped Red Wing salt glaze daisy cooler above was the 6th highest 
selling item in the auction. The Ft. Dodge spittoon below carries a rare ink-stamp, the 
1 gallon salt glaze crock is side-stamped “Red Wing Stoneware Company”, the Petty 
Hog Tonic jug advertises the Correctionvillie location, and the pantry jar w/damaged lid 
is 4 gallons in size. The 4 gallon crock and ½ gallon jug with Storden, MN advertising 
were strong. Although you can’t tell from the photo, the blue butter crock at the bottom of 
the page is 20 lbs. – a rare 
size for that color. The lid 
is for an 8 gallon pantry jar.

A handle chip kept the 
1 gallon Excursion jug 
above from being mint. 
The 3-acorn pendant below 
reminds us Red Wing 
delved into jewelry making, 
even if the limited quantity 
implies they were made on 
a potter’s lunch hour. 

excitement started building shortly after the 2021 RWCS CrockFest Convention, when word leaked out that the collection would be sold in Rock Falls, IA.

As usual, the Seecks offered online bidding, but most of the high-end pieces sold to in-house buyers, who weren’t about to watch the “auction of a 
lifetime” on a computer screen. True prices realized for many of the auction highlights are pictured below. There was no buyer’s premium or sales tax; 
only a 4 percent clerking fee was charged to those who paid with credit card. For more insight on Carla’s collection and this auction, check out “From 
the Editor” on pg. 2 and my interview with Carla starting on pg. 8.
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Most Red Wing collectors know me as a dinnerware guy. And while 
that is certainly true, my favorite piece of Red Wing is a stoneware 
bowl, not dinnerware. Here’s the story of how that came to be.

On a weekend in the mid-1980s I received a phone call from RWCS 
Charter Member Jim Norine. He suggested that I hurry to the 

antique show being held at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds, 
as there was a bowl with advertising that I would surely want. 
A bit skeptical at first, I followed Jim’s direction to the seller’s 
table that held the bowl in question. And there it was, a 10-
inch spongeware bowl with an ad for Kemp & Roschen, 
Lake City, Minn. With our uncommon family name, I never 

expected to see a piece of Red Wing advertising that included 
the name Roschen. I quickly paid the seller his asking price and 

grabbed the bowl, absolutely thrilled. Thank you, Jim!

For several months we kept the bowl in our home. But I knew it would 
not be ours for long. My parents got my wife Kathy and I interested in 
collecting Red Wing, and over the years my father, Lyle, and I developed 
a friendly rivalry, doing our best to top the other’s finds. Quite a few of 
those finds ended up as presents for the other guy. We gave the Kemp 
& Roschen bowl to my father as a Christmas present that year and he 

Story by RWCS Hall of Famer Larry Roschen

The M.O. Kemp newspaper advertisement below dates all the 
back to 1882, while the Kemp & Roschen ad below right was 
placed in the Lake City Graphic-Republican in 1914.

Family
History 
Cemented 

in 
Stoneware

The Kemp Roschen &
 Co. storefront on Cen

ter Street in Lake City
, circa early 1900s. 

Photo courtesy of the 
Lake City Historical So

ciety.
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was amazed. He remembered the Kemp & Roschen store from his 
childhood days, but wasn’t aware of the existence of any Red Wing 
advertising items. John Roschen, an uncle of my father, was a co-
owner of the Kemp & Roschen store. My rivalry with Dad faded after 
that, as Dad knew it would be nearly impossible to top that bowl. In 
the nearly 40 years since Jim’s call, I have never seen nor heard of 
another example of this bowl. 

John Roschen was born in Germany in 1876 and migrated to 
America with his family in 1890. The family settled on a farm in 
Goodhue County. In 1893, he took a job as a clerk at the M.O. 
Kemp General Merchandise store in Lake City located at 112 E. 
Center St. He left that job in 1898 and worked at another store 
in Lake City. M.O. Kemp retired in 1902, but retained a share of 
ownership. His son, Francis Kemp, became the senior partner of 
the business. At the same time, John Roschen bought an interest 
in the Kemp Store, and the firm became Kemp, Roschen and Co. 

In 1914, M.O. Kemp passed his interest in the business to Francis, 
John Roschen became an equal partner, and the store was renamed 
Kemp & Roschen. Kemp & Roschen purchased the neighboring 
shoe store at 110 E. Center St. in the same year. A passageway 
was built between the two stores; groceries and crockery were sold 
on one side, while clothing and dry goods were sold on the other. 
The store adopted a cat named Meat, who controlled the rodent 
population for many years. Killing hundreds of mice and even some 
rats, Meat was an excellent mouser to the end. According to his 
obituary that ran in the Lake City Graphic-Republican (at lower 
right), he captured his last mouse the day before he died in 1934.

In 1941, the partnership of Kemp & Roschen was dissolved by 
mutual agreement. John Roschen retained the dry goods portion 
of the business at 110 E. Center St. while Francis Kemp retained 
the neighboring grocery at 112 E. Center St. The opening that had 
been created between the stores in 1914 was sealed. Roschen’s 
Dry Goods Store and Kemp’s Jack Spratt Grocery operated as two 
separate businesses. 

Three years later, Francis Kemp sold his grocery to an employee 
of the store. In 1946, John Roschen retired and ownership of his 
store was assumed by his son, Rollie Roschen, and partner, Lester 
Hennings. Rollie Roschen also operated Roschen Mortuary at 111 
E. Center St. He was instrumental in the creation of Roschen Park, 
which includes a public boat launch and picnic grounds, located on 
the south end of Lake City on the shores of Lake Pepin. 

In her later years, my mother put colored stars on various 
possessions to indicate which of her six children should inherit 
those items. The red star on the side of the bowl represents me, and 
it remains on the bowl to this day. The bowl is a cherished family 
heirloom and will eventually be passed on to the next generation.

Storefront photo, newspaper ads and historical information about the 
Kemp & Roschen business appears courtesy of the Lake City Historical 
Society.

w w w. r e d w i n g c o l l e c t o r s . o r g

Cat Dies 
“Meat, the ancient cat which presided over the mouse department of  the 
Kemp and Roschen store here for more than fifteen years, died suddenly last 
Friday. The passing of  “Meat” will be noticed by scores of  folks who during 
the last decade and a half  have become familiar with the friendly “Tom” 
which delighted in rubbing his back on the shins of  the regular customers. 
Meat became established in the Kemp and Roschen store quite by accident. 
Henry Guenzler, former Marshall, found him when a tiny kitten in the street 
outside the store. Thinking he was a member of  a kitten family inside the 
store, he took the tiny creature home in his pocket and took him to the store 
in the morning. Although Meat did not belong there, he nevertheless was 
kept and once established, remained to reign in dignity for almost a score 
of  years. Meat’s name was chosen when he evidenced an early taste for this 
article of  diet. Hundreds of  mice and some rats met disaster at his paws and 
teeth. Five years ago his teeth came out one by one until finally the last two 
or three were pulled by kindly hands. After being badly bitten a few times, 
Meat abandoned the ratting business and stuck to smaller game. He killed 
his last mouse the day before he died.”

Larry’s bowl might be the only 10-inch spongeware panel bowl known to 
exist with advertising. (Advertising typically appears in panel bowls from 6 
through 9 inches, but there is one 5-inch example known with advertising 
for a Nebraska merchant.) The RWCS Gopher Chapter made a miniature 
replica of the Kemp & Roschen bowl for its 2009 Commemorative.

			   -1934 Lake City Graphic-Republican
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C L A S S I F I E D S
RED WING FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Mint Red Wing mini fancy jug with 
“Minnesota State Fair” advertising. $400 plus 
shipping. Contact Craig at 612-987-4280 or 
craig@financialliteracypartners.net or for pics/info.

FOR SALE: 27 mini jugs, many w/advertising 
(some not RW); 5”-11” RW spongeware panel bowl 
set (4 bowls w/adv.); 22 RWCS Commemoratives; 
13 Convention buttons & ribbons; three 5” RW 
bowls; 3-5 gallon water coolers w/lids; Red Wing 
sheet music. Call Catherine at 503-631-2225 or 
e-mail reb97045@yahoo.com for inventory list.

FOR SALE: RWCS Commemoratives from 1990 
through 2010. No chips or cracks. Have doubles on 
a few. A special price if all are purchased in one lot. 
Souvenir of Red Wing 1/8th pt. fancy jug, as seen on 
pg. 144 of Red Wing Stoneware book. 1965 All-Star 
Game Home Plate. 1965 World Series Ashtray, 
Minnesota Twins American League Champions. 3 gal 
Red Wing bar lid stamped with a blue “3” and a “3” 
embedded in the clay opposite of each other. Perfect, 
with no chips, cracks or hairlines. All pieces are in 
perfect condition and have been displayed in my home. 
Contact deweydoris@bresnan.net or 406-670-8277.

RED WING WANTED
WANTED: Looking for quart sized advertising jugs! 
Sell it to me before the cat knocks it off the shelf, 
your spouse sells it to buy something frivolous, or 
it gets lost in the couch cushions! Like the song 
says “Call me, call me any, anytime. You can 
call me any day or night.” 406-788-7851, e-mail 
adbliss@3riversdbs.net, or drop Skyland Rider a 
note on Messenger. Thank you! 

WANTED: 2 gal salt glaze Single P churn, any 
condition considered. 1 gal Buckeye Excelsior 
Springs bailed jug. 1 gal and 1 qt Macomb Excelsior 
Springs bailed jugs. Minnesota or Red Wing 
advertising bailed jugs. Contact Larry at 
grn57tr@gmail.com or 816-898-9260.

WANTED: Will pay strong price for RW bean pot 
with Westby, Wis. advertising. Contact Rich at 608-
617-7424. repatlargeeast@redwingcollectors.org.

WANTED: Still searching for any Montana crocks 
and jugs! Tired of dusting? I can help you with that. 
All you have to do is contact me and something 
good will happen for both of us! Contact me at 
406-788-7851, adbliss@3riversdbs.net or drop 
Skyland Rider a note on Messenger. Thanks!

WANTED: Seeking quality jugs & crocks with North 
Dakota advertising. Butter crocks & churns, too. 
The more rare the better! Will pay top $$ for the 
right pieces. Contact beehive@polarcomm.com or 
701-270-0242.

WANTED: Advertising stoneware from Omaha and 
Lincoln, NE and hand-turned Red Wing mini jugs – 
Albany slip, two-toned, zinc glaze and bisque. Still 
looking for mini & salesman sample flower pots 
in any colors, too. Contact cobe142@cox.net or 
402-598-1315.

WANTED: Red Wing salt glaze salesman sample 
crocks with or without decorations, adv. bean pots 
from Shamokin, PA & Frazer, MT, and mint #687 
blue/green Chromoline vase. Contact Rick at 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org or 
414-416-WING.

A D  R A T E S
Classified ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis. In addition to appearing in the 
newsletter, classifieds and display ads are posted 
on the RWCS website.
DISPLAY ADS
Display Ad Size		  Ad Rate
Full page 			   $500
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 275
1/4 page 			   150
1/8 page			   85
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions
Full Page 			   8 x 10.5
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   	 8 x 5.25
1/4 page 			   4 x 5.25
1/8 page 			   4 x 2.125
Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS or 
PDF file. There is an additional 10 percent fee for 
design and makeup if needed ($10 minimum).
DEADLINES
Issue      	      Ads           Editorial     Mail Date
January         Nov. 25	     Nov. 15	     Jan. 6 
March            Feb. 10	     Feb. 1	      March 15
May               April 10      April 1         May 15
September    Aug. 1	      July 25      Sept. 1
November	    Oct. 1	      Sept. 25    Nov. 1

EDITOR ADDRESS
E-mail your ad to newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. 
Make your check payable to “RWCS” and mail to: 
Rick Natynski, P.O. Box 198, Pewaukee, WI 53072. 
If you don’t have e-mail, you can mail your ad with 
your check or call Rick at 414-416-WING (9464).

clay all over Red Wing and not paying attention to all the work that was 
going on in the background by the collectors who volunteered to make it all 
happen. When I realized how much work was required to put on the RWCS 
Convention and MidWinter, I began volunteering as my way of giving back 
for all the knowledge and fun that kept us collecting. I’ve been an active 
volunteer for more than 25 years and seeking the nomination of Treasurer 
for the RWCS is an opportunity to serve the collective in yet another way. It 
would be an honor to serve as your Treasurer for the next 4 years.

Nancy Lambert
Incumbent, RWCS Historian

It would be impossible to describe how 
much fun and enjoyment my husband, 
Wayne, and I have experienced as 
members of the Red Wing Collectors 
Society. I joined the RWCS in 1997 and 
I am also a charter member of the Trails 
West Chapter (Kansas and Missouri), 
having served as Treasurer for 10 years.

It has been an honor serving as Historian 

for the Society since 2014. Gathering and preserving the history of the 
RWCS has always been a passion of mine, even before I was elected 
as your Historian. It’s amazing to realize how a small group of collectors 
who gathered in 1977 evolved into the RWCS we all know today. Many 
changes have taken place over the 45 years, but the passion for collecting 
and the wonderful friendships we enjoy have been constant reminders of 
why I continue to volunteer and support this wonderful organization. 

I served as the RWCS 40th Anniversary chairperson and was Convention 
Manager for CrockFest 2021. I was so honored to be inducted into the 
RWCS Hall of Fame this past July. I continue to compile a newsletter 
index for members to quickly locate information about specific pottery 
items and historical events that have been published in our RWCS 
Newsletter.

The passion for pottery is why I joined the RWCS, but the wonderful 
friendships made over the years is why I’ve been a member for the past 
25 years. I enjoy gardening and travel, and always have a project or 
two in the works. I was a printing sales representative for 35 years and 
served on a local school board for four years. I hold a Masters Degree in 
Journalism from the University of Kansas. Wayne and I live in Bella Vista, 
AR and truly enjoy the MidWinter Weekend and the annual CrockFest 
Convention – both are very fun events.

“Profiles” continued from page 5.
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“Profiles” continued from page 5.
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Diana Bailey
Incumbent, RWCS Rep. at Large

Diana Bailey has been an RWCS 
Representative at Large since 2018 and 
an active member of the RWCS since 
1997. Diana is a charter member of 
Wisconsin’s RWCS Badger Chapter, for 
which she served as Treasurer until July 
of 2021.  

Diana has retired from her 35-year 
career in sales, account management and business development in 
the insurance industry and was Membership Director of Wisconsin’s 
professional organization for public risk managers for 10 years.  She 
recently relocated to Latrobe, PA, approximately 35 miles east of 
Pittsburgh, but plans to remain active in all of the RWCS events.

If re-elected as Representative at Large, Diana looks forward to the 
continued opportunity to contribute to the Society’s membership efforts 
and RWCS Chapter organization. “I take a great sense of pride in 
talking with all of our members, but I am particularly interested in what 
attracts new members to collecting and to our organization. They are a 
vital part of maintaining our Society’s energy and carrying forward the 
depth of the history we have to share regarding Red Wing wares, as 
well as the entire American clay industry.”

Doug Perkins
Candidate, RWCS Rep. at Large

My name is Doug Perkins, although some 
of you might know me as “Bee Guy” on 
Facebook, or the guy who sells honey in 
the parking lot sales during Convention. 
I’m seeking the position of Representative 
at Large. I’ve been a member of the 
RWCS since 1996 and I have attended 
the last 25 summer Conventions and 
several MidWinters. I collect North Dakota 
advertising stoneware and advertising 
beehive jugs. Whether it’s an auction, flea 

market, shows, internet or networking with other collectors, I love the 
hunt and the camaraderie of collecting.

I’ve also really enjoyed getting involved in the RWCS through 
volunteering and leadership. I’ve served several terms as President of 
the RWCS Lewis & Clark Chapter (North Dakota and Montana) and I 
am currently the chapter’s Vice President. I’ve also volunteered at the 
RWCS Convention Auction and served on the KidsView committee. In 
fact, I’ve given a few presentations to the kids over the years and it is 
always a good time.

My goal is to help the RWCS continue on as a strong organization 
long into the future, and I plan to do that by listening to the views of 
all members. I believe I bring a positive perspective to the table as 
a collector who is open-minded to new ideas and I’m eager to help 
implement the ones that are in the best interest of growing the club that 
I love and collecting as a whole. I’d appreciate your support.

GARY & BONNIE TEFFT
Candidates, RWCS Rep. at Large 

Bonnie and I are 
candidates for a 
position on the RWCS 
Board of Directors as 
a Representative at 
Large. We’ve been 
members since just 
after the 1st RWCS 
Convention. Bonnie is 
a Milwaukee native, 
and we’ve lived in 
Menomonee Falls, WI, 
a Milwaukee suburb, 
since 1972. We began 
collecting in earnest 
after learning of the 
publication of the original Clay Giants. Being a Red Wing native, I knew 
that sources existed where the significant events regarding the local 
pottery industry could be learned, so we began intensively researching 
the history and reporting our findings in the RWCS Newsletter.

In 1981, we wrote and published the first edition of Red Wing Potters & 
Their Wares in order to present and preserve the fruits of our research. 
We added new information in a 2nd Edition in 1987, and a 3rd Edition in 
1996. We’ve served terms as RWCS Historian, Vice President and 12 
years as Chairs of the Commemorative Committee.

Our goal as a Representative at Large on the Board of Directors is to 
preserve the values stated at the founding of the Society to provide education 
regarding the Red Wing pottery industry and its products and provide an 
establishment to encourage fellowship among the general membership.

Chris Tincher
Candidate, RWCS Rep. at Large

My name is Chris Tincher.  I was born, 
raised and still reside in Wichita, Kansas. 
Since I was a young boy, my family 
chased antiques together, from signs to 
stoneware and everything in between. 
Over these years, when stuck in Kansas, I 
have learned that traveling is key to finding 
good antiques. And in our travels most of 
my cherished friends are members of the 
Red Wing Collectors Society.

I have been involved in several different efforts to help with the Society 
and museum over the years. My most notable role was as the first 
President of the RWCS Facebook Chapter. I enjoyed my time in that 
role, and while life recently took me in a different direction, I am ready 
to get involved again to aid the Society in any way I can.

The current role I’m running for is Representative at Large. I think this 
role fits me very well, as my main passion in collecting is to help new 
and long-time collectors alike learn more about our great hobby. I hope 
to help build a strong team that can drive membership and local 
chapter involvement alike. 
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“Blondell” 
continued 
from page 9.

These Red 
Wing Pouter 
pigeon 
bookends 
measure 
about 
6” 
tall.

The pigeons first 
   appeared in print 
    in the Aug. 1981 
     RWCS Newsletter. 
       They auctioned     
          for $240 during 
             that summer’s
                 Convention.

In the mid-1980s, Carla 
had the opportunity to buy 
one of the massive Union 
Stoneware beehive jugs 
that was likely made for 

displaying in a trade show 
booth. Known by many 

collectors as a “Director’s Jug”, 
Carla says her first husband wouldn’t 

agree to her buying the special piece.

“Now you know why a divorce had to 
happen,” she quips. “But, I might have 

bought it anyway if it weren’t for its size.”

And although it wasn’t from a lack of 
trying, Carla & Matt, her husband 
of more than 30 years, had to bow 
out on a coveted “Boy with Crock” 
figure when their kids were young.

“A collector was holding a private auction between a few of us 
collectors, and they would call us back every time the bid increased,” 
she recalls. “I would have loved to have it, but we had three young 
boys at the time, and we just couldn’t come up with the money. But 
Matt’s been supportive of my collecting since before we got married, 
and he’s developed quite a good eye for antiques himself.”

When asked which piece from her collection was her favorite, Carla 
says, “It’s too tough to choose. All of my pieces were my favorites!” 
But, she admits that the Red Wing salt glaze Pouter pigeon bookends 
(above) hold a special place in her heart because they were a gift from 
her husband. In fact, an artistic friend recently sketched a drawing of 
the pigeons for her, which she plans to frame and hang on her wall.

“The first thing I ever bought Carla was one of those small Red Wing butter 
boats from the 1950s,” Matt laughs. “I got a quick lesson that I had to up 
my game when I saw the look on her face. I did better the second time.”

At some point during their engagement, Carla mentioned in passing that 
she really liked the salt glaze Pouter pigeon Lyndon Viel had pictured in 
Clay Giants 3. So when Matt saw Lyndon during the RWCS Convention the 
following summer, he asked if he could buy it as a gift for Carla. Not only did 
Lyndon oblige, but he also offered to help Matt buy the matching pigeon. As 
luck would have it, it was owned by Roger Blohm – the same collector who 
purchased the parrot churn from Carla and her brother several years earlier.

“Both guys only agreed to sell me their pigeon because they liked Carla 
and she was my fiancée,” Matt says. “I couldn’t believe it…luckily I had 
enough money in my checking account that day. They cost me $650 
apiece, which was a lot of money for me at the time. To me, they were 
the best pieces we had.”

Sold separately in the auction, the pigeons went to two different buyers 
for a combined whopping total of $48,000.

Carla continued building her collection in the 1990s, but slowed in the 2000s. 
She still attended RWCS Conventions and local antique shows and flea 
markets, but she just wasn’t finding things as often as she used to. The last 
quality piece she bought was a Red Wing Albany Pouter pigeon pair, 
which had been consigned to Larry’s Jugs. Priced just into five figures, it was 
the most she ever paid for a piece. Although her collection stopped growing 
after that, it was always well enjoyed. She says the best day of her collecting 
life was when a couple well-known RWCS Hall of Famers came to visit.

“One time, Con & Sandy 
Short were in town and 
they stopped in to 
see my collection with 
their son, Dave,” Carla 
remembers fondly. “We 
had so much fun that day.”

When the Pottery Museum of Red 
Wing moved into its new home in 2014, 
Larry Peterson asked Carla if she’d be 
willing to display her collection there. Since 
there was a lot of cabinet space to fill, and the 
museum didn’t have many ‘Lunch Hour’ items 
to showcase at the time, she agreed.

“I was surprised…I guess I knew I 
had a lot, but it had taken so many 
years to acquire everything that I 
didn’t fully realize how much I had 
until Larry came to pack it all up,” she 
says. “It was really strange not having everything around at first. I was 
only planning on keeping my collection in the museum for 6 months or 
a maybe year, but it was a safe place for it to be and I liked that lots of 
people were getting to see everything.”

Carla says she stopped into the museum on numerous occasions to 
visit her collection, which led to some amusing encounters.

“There were a few times when museum volunteers saw me looking at the 
animals and came over to tell me all about them,” she notes. “I never told 
them the pieces were mine. How could I? They were so nice and friendly.”

A number of factors played into Carla and Matt’s decision to sell the 
collection last fall. They’ve started to downsize since Matt’s been dealing 
with some health issues, and since their sons didn’t inherit Carla’s 
interest in Red Wing, they didn’t want the responsibility of selling to fall 
to them someday. In addition, Carla’s mother passed away in 2017 at 
age 93, and she and Matt are finally preparing to sell her home and all 
the antiques inside. Having an auction allowed them to include several 
pieces of her mother’s Scandinavian furniture and smalls in the auction.

Carla and Matt couldn’t have picked a better time to sell, because the 
market for quality Red Wing is the strongest it’s ever been. And while it 
was never her intention, having her collection at the museum for past 7 
years definitely played in their favor. People had fawned over all those 
fantastic items for so long that once the opportunity came to own them, 
collectors pounced and prices soared.

“I haven’t been in tune with values over the past bunch of years, so I 
really didn’t know what to expect,” Carla admits. “I was really nervous that 
the pieces were going to sell for nothing. Matt was even more stressed 
about it, so he went on a weekend hunting trip and my good friend Judy 
Martin joined me on an old ladies road trip to Iowa so we could attend the 
auction in person. When it was all over, we were thrilled with the results.”

“I enjoyed every moment of collecting Red Wing,” she concludes, 
choking back tears. “Looking back, I’ve been very lucky to have the 
collection I did. It was a lot of fun and always gave me something good 
to look forward to. Saying goodbye to all my stuff was hard to do, but 
when I saw people posting pictures of the pieces they got from the 
auction, I felt good. It was nice to see they were going to a good home.
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