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N e w s  B r i e f s

2014 RWCS Election Update

As Chair of the Nominating Committee, I am pleased to announce that 
we have a full slate of members who are excited to run for the various 

offices in the 2014 RWCS election. Nominations closed on December 
15. �e February RWCS Newsletter will contain bios and photos of the 
candidates, and ballots will be mailed out with the April issue.
    Please remember that associate members must contact the RWCS 
office to request a ballot. �is is an important election in that all positions 
(except for the three manager roles) are up for election or re-election. 
Associate members, make sure you exercise your right to vote! Please 
request your ballots and return them to the RWCS office to be counted.  
    -RWCS Vice President Ann Tucker

2014 Convention 30 Weeks Away!

The 2014 RWCS Convention will be held July 10-12, 2014. 
Convention forms, housing information, Red Wing Guest Pass 

and much more will come in the envelope with your February RWCS 
Newsletter. It’s not too early to think about volunteering at Convention; 
every event needs help and no one will be turned away!

KidsView Organizer Needed

The MidWinter GetTogether and Convention are in need of a 
chairperson for KidsView. If you are interested in chairing the 

program for MidWinter, Convention or both, please contact the office. 
Former KidsView Co-chairs Sue Tagliapietra and Aarika Floyd are in 
the process of creating a guidebook to help you.

Order Your Convention Street 

Banner

Did you miss out on ordering an RWCS Street Banner to be hung 
in downtown Red Wing during Convention this year? We are 

taking orders for the 2014 Convention now. If you need help with 
your design, we can do that too. Call the RWCS Business Office today!

RWCS Video Lending Library

The RWCS office has more than 200 educational videos from 
Convention! Consider borrowing one – it’s an incredible opportunity 

to learn and it’s free! (Just pay return postage.) Contact the oċce for a 
complete list and request one today.
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Surely more than a few RWCS members have the print on the cover 
by Red Wing artist Larry Veeder hanging in their home, but only 

one couple owns the original watercolor painting…and all the pieces 
pictured in it for that matter. �at privilege goes to RWCS Members 
Steve & Barb Brown.
    Steve and his father, David, commissioned Veeder to do the painting 
in 1990. Growing up in Red Wing, Steve knew of the local artist through 
various associations. He contacted him early in the year and asked if he’d 
be willing to do a couch-sized still life of various pieces of Red Wing 
stoneware. Veeder agreed and Steve defined the layout, positioning each 
of the pieces on a blanket draped over a wooden display shelf. �e display 
was then photographed, as were the individual pieces.
    Veeder took the photos and returned with the finished product 3 months 
later. Steve loved it. Veeder even included a surprise. �e floral wallpaper 
didn’t exist, but he painted it in for the background. Seeing how pleased 
the Browns were with the painting, Veeder saw an opportunity to share 
it with others and make more money off it. But now that the painting 
belonged to Steve, he needed to get permission.
    “When Veeder asked if he could make prints, I had only three 
conditions,” Steve explains. “�e prints needed to be a diĊerent size than 
the original, so he made them slightly smaller. �e other two conditions 
were that I wanted the prints that were numbered 1, 2 and 3 and I 
wanted them framed. �at way my dad could have the original and my 
two brothers and I would have a print we could display in our homes.”
    Steve and his dad displayed the original painting and the seven pieces 
at the RWCS Convention that year. He didn’t know it at the time, but 
he ended up creating a cottage industry of sorts by having the painting 
done. Other Red Wing collectors commissioned Veeder to paint displays 
of their collections, and subsequent prints were sold.
    What made Steve decide on putting those particular pieces in the now 
iconic painting? While they were some of his favorites that he and his 
dad had acquired over the years, there was something else that stood out.
    “Looking back, I think I chose those pieces because they had such a 
strong local connection to the city of Red Wing,” Steve recalls. “�e red 
wing on the 2 gallon water cooler is an iconic symbol of the town and 
the Potteries. �e Sieg & Dahl jug, Potter’s Excursion jug and Sleepy Eye 
mug have deep connections to local history and exemplify the town’s 
loyalty. And I wanted a Lunch Hour piece in there, and the Sea Wing jug 
and jewelry box with the lion were a perfect fit because they showcased 
the creativity at the Potteries.”
    And the Gray Line cake stand? It was once a birthday gift from Steve’s 
dad, who passed away in 1994.
     “Some fathers and sons spend time together hunting or fixing up old 
cars,” Steve says. “We collected Red Wing together. �at was our thing.”
     Collecting Red Wing is likely your thing, too, so we hope you’re 
able to share that passion with someone close to you this holiday season. 
On behalf of the Red Wing Collectors Society, we wish you a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. See you in 2014!
    Editor’s Note: Turn to page 6 to learn more about the Sea Wing jug!

About the Cover
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Give the gift of RWCS Membership!

For only $35, you can give a 
friend or loved one a year of 
RWCS membership! We can 
mail the “new member” packet 
directly to the recipient or 
send it to you so you can wrap 
it up. For the fastest service, 
purchase membership securely 
online with a credit card at 
www.redwingcollectors.org. Or, call the oċce at 800-977-7927.



MidWinter Reminder

Season’s Greetings, RWCS members! I hope you all 
had a wonderful �anksgiving and are looking forward 
to the holidays. I wish you all a happy holiday season!

It’s time to get registered for MidWinter! You have 
until Jan. 15 to pre-register; after that you can 
only register onsite. Don’t forget to pre-order your 
stoneware Crock Hunter name badge. �ey can be 
personalized if ordered in advance for $8. A limited 
number will be available onsite for $10.

�e Friday Night Hunters’ Shack reception will be 
sponsored by the Sunshine State Red Wingers! �ey 
will bring their 2013 Chapter Commemorative to be 
awarded for door prizes, auctioned oĊ and awarded to 
winners of the costume contest.

KidsView is still looking for volunteers to put on the 
program this year. Ideas are already in the works – we 
just need a few hands to pull it together. Consider 
spending some time with our young RWCS members 
and sharing your Red Wing hunting experience.

As always, there will be a number of educational 
presentations to attend. From an update on the new 
museum from the RWCS Foundation Board to 
information on Red Wing dinnerware and recent 
pottery dump discoveries, there will be something for 
everyone. We will also have an info session on the 2015 
& 2016 MidWinter location – the Olympia Resort 
in Oconomowoc, Wis. Come and get your questions 
answered about the new site and pick up a housing 
form. We also have a page on the events section of the 
website with information about the new site.

We are also looking for volunteers to assist with 
registration, set up and tear down. Contact Stacy if 
you’d like to help. No amount of volunteer time will 
be turned away! 

Here are a few things to bring along to Des Moines:
- Red badge holders
- Old plastic badge holders
- Volunteer pin
- Camounage and blaze orange clothing

Visit the RWCS website to learn more about the 
Hunters Paradise in Des Moines, Ia. We’re looking 
forward to seeing all you mighty hunters in your blaze 
orange or blending in with your camo.
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Stacy

Wegner
Executive Director

Red Wing Pottery to Close by Year’s End 
if Business isn’t Sold

There’s some unfortunate news to report 
out of Red Wing. Owner Scott Gillmer 

announced last month that he’s looking to 
sell Red Wing Pottery, and if he isn’t able 
to find a buyer by the end of the year, he’ll 
have to close the business and gift stores; the 
Smokey Row Café already closed this fall.
     Gillmer’s grandfather, Richard Gillmer 
was president of the Red Wing Potteries when it closed in 1967 and purchased the 
inventory and the property. �e business has been in the family ever since, with Scott 
Gillmer running it for the past 22 years. Gillmer says it has been a difficult decision that’s 
been weighing on him for some time, but sadly the business has not been profitable in 
recent years. While it’s a favorite shopping stop for summer tourists and RWCS members 
during Convention, he says the business can’t continue to operate during another slow 
winter season. �e business employs 13 full-time and 20 part-time workers.
     As of press time, Gillmer had heard from two potential buyers, both of whom are 
from the Red Wing area. He’s hopeful that someone will changeup the business model 
and help Red Wing Pottery evolve so the tradition can carry on long into the future. 
We’ll report on the status of the business in the February RWCS Newsletter.

Longtime RWCS 
Member Walter 
Steinmetz, member 
#309, died on Sept. 
25 after a 7-week 
illness. Walt missed 
just one RWCS 
Convention in all his 
years of collecting. 
He was a 4-year navy 
veteran and native 
Wisconsinite. He worked 40 years at the 
General Motors Plant in Janesville, Wis. He 
also was a sub-rural mail carrier for 10 ½ 
years. He collected Red Wing since 1956 
when he purchased his first Stone Mason jar 
for $2. Walt was a quiet person that loved 
the outdoors and long walks. He is survived 
by Joan (his wife of 62 years), two sons and a 
granddaughter.

RWCS Member Robert Gerking of Lawton, 
Ia. died Oct. 13 at a Sioux City hospital. Bob 
was born on Nov. 21, 1935, in Sioux City. He 
attended Wayne State College after serving 
in the U.S. Army in Japan. He married 
Mary Ellen Dugan in Omaha in 1960. �ey 
moved to Lawton in 1962 and he worked as 
an accountant for the Sioux City Stockyards 
for 40 years until retiring in 2002. Bob was a 
member of Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church and he belonged to American Legion 
Post 718 of Lawton. He was an avid collector 
of Red Wing and Fort Dodge stoneware. 
He also had a large collection of Sioux City 

Stockyards memorabilia. Bob served on the 
Lawton-Bronson School Board. He adored his 
grandchildren and he traveled countless miles 
over the years rarely missing a school activity 
or athletic event they were involved in. He is 
survived by his wife Mary Ellen, three sons, 
four grandchildren and two brothers. Per 
his last wishes, Bob’s remains were cremated 
and buried in a plain ½ gallon zinc glazed 
Minnesota Stoneware Co. shoulder jug.

RWCS Member Richard 
Wayne Owens of Freeport, 
Ill. died on Oct. 19. He was 
born in Macomb, Ill. on 
July 28, 1933. He served in 
the U.S. Army in Germany 
from 1955-1957. He was 
employed in the New York 
Stock Exchange, and then 
in food sales for many years. Wayne liked to 
travel and spend his winters in Texas, also 
having family vacations in Minnesota fishing. 
He was also an avid stoneware collector, 
having a collection of more than 1000 pieces 
of Red Wing and Western stoneware at one 
time – a love that he passed to son RWCS 
Member Tracy Owens and his sons. Wayne 
married Mary Carolyn Palmer in 1961, 
they later divorced. Wayne never knew a 
stranger and seemed to be the focal point of 
any gathering. He is survived by wife Betty 
(married Nov. 11, 1978), two sons and a 
daughter, 13 grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren.

RWCS Member Passings

Steinmetz

Owens



Greetings to all! So many things are happening at your new 
Red Wing Pottery Museum that I’m not sure where to start. 

We have been sending out weekly e-mail updates and photos to 
your chapter presidents hoping to keep everyone informed about 
the progress being made. Our volunteers have been incredible; 
they have banked more than 5000 hours to date in remodeling 
your museum.

Minnesota’s Give to the Max Day on November 14 was a big 
success! A huge “thank you” to all the donors who gave online, 
sent checks, gave cash and made pledges that helped us raise more 
than $33,500. With matching donations from the RWCS, the 
RWCS Foundation board and several other members, we nearly 
doubled our goal of $18,000! �ank you all so very much!!

You can see by the photos, a lot of great progress has been made. 
As I am writing this, new concrete sidewalks were just poured, base 
molding is being installed in the Business Center area, the heating 
contractor is mnishing the all-new HVAC systems and the ceiling 
in the 7000 sq. ft. museum space has a mnal coat of new paint! 
WOW! I know everyone is going to be as excited as I am with the 
progress and final results of your museum.

We have been busy marketing your museum and creating a lot of 
excitement in the Red Wing community. �e Red Wing Rotary 
visited the Pottery Annex on Nov. 19 and was given the grand tour. 
We hosted a Red Wing Chamber of Commerce evening event for all 
Chamber members on Nov. 26, which allowed us to get the word out 
about the great meeting spaces available for rent. We also marketed the 
upcoming grand opening of your new Red Wing Pottery Museum. 
�e Red Wing Visitor and Convention Bureau has us booked as a 
destination stop for 23 riverboat cruise tours in 2014.

With all that has been happening, our goal is to move the existing 
museum over to the Annex before the end of this year and prepare 
for the Schleich Red Wing Pottery Museum early next year. �is 
will allow us to have a grand opening in July during Convention.

We are also pleased to announce the addition of two new RWCS 
Foundation board members; Sheldon Bohnhoff and Steve 
Ketcham have joined us. �ank you and welcome once again to 
both Sheldon and Steve.

Please join us at the MidWinter GetTogether in Des Moines 
Feb. 6-8, 2014, where Houghton Auction Service will conduct 
a fundraising auction consisting of stoneware, dinnerware and 
art pottery on Saturday, February 8 (see ad on page 15). More 
than 300 pieces have been donated to the RWCS Foundation for 
fundraising purposes. Please come and join us and support your 
museum while adding some great pieces to your collection!

Again, thank you all for your generous support as your new world- 
class Red Wing Pottery Museum comes to life!

News From Your NEW Red Wing Pottery Museum
Story by Dave Hallstrom, RWCS Foundation President    Photos by RWCS Foundation Board members Diane Hallstrom and Larry Peterson
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At right: �e finished kitchen, with beautiful cabinetry donated and installed 
by RWCS Members Burley & Tammy Green.

Left: �e new Red Wing Pottery Museum’s entryway and newly 
installed glass door.
Above: �e Research Library with furniture donated by RWCS 
Foundation Board Member Dave Kuffel.
Right: �e museum’s Business Center hallway looking towards 
the Research Library.



RWCS Historian Steve Brown and 
his wife, RWCS Foundation Board 

member Barb, have several great stories 
about how they came to own many of the 
different pieces in their collection. Quite 
a few of these yarns predate Barb though, 
as Steve and his father, David, started 
collecting Red Wing around 1980 – long 
before Steve and Barb met. While the 
story about how Steve and David acquired 
the legendary Sea Wing “marriage jug” isn’t 

incredibly interesting in itself, the story that 
the jug tells certainly is.

As a Red Wing city employee in 1989, Steve’s dad 
got a lead about a local woman who was considering selling a unique jug that had been 
passed down within her family. He and Steve went to the woman’s home, where they 
inspected the impressive piece and learned about its history. �ey made an offer and the 
owner told them she would think about it; she called a couple days later and accepted.

�is style of vessel is referred to as a marriage jug because it is the shape and style of 
the special jug that pottery employees supposedly filled with wine 
and presented to fellow workers when they got married. But instead 
of commemorating the marriage of Fred Hattemer, 25, and Annie 
Schneider, 19, this particular jug was made in memoriam of the 
engaged couple who died when the Sea Wing excursion steamer 
capsized on July 13, 1890. Since the potteries in Red Wing didn’t 
start producing zinc glaze until 1895, the jug was likely made 
several years after the incident – possibly presented to a family 
member on an anniversary of the dreadful day.

�e marriage jugs made by Red Wing were cast in a mold; they have a raised cherub 
and flowers on the front. To this day, Steve hasn’t been able to identify the decorator 
of this beautiful piece of folk art, which depicts an image of the young couple over 
the angry blue waters of Lake Pepin. �ey both appear to be gazing mournfully at the 
Sea Wing, which floats between them. A line of trees dots the shore of the Mississippi 
River. �e name “Rex” on the front of the jug offers the only clue. Perhaps that’s who 
the jug was presented to, or maybe that’s who made it. We may never know.

Other than the Sea Wing jug, the Browns know of only 
two other marriage jugs that exist with a cobalt décor, 
one of which they own. �e other jug is pictured on 
page 90 of Gary & Bonnie Tefft’s Red Wing Potters & 
�eir Wares Vol. 3 along with a bisque version that has 
“G.G.N.” in raised initials the front. Due to the amount 
of time and attention to detail that went into producing 
the mold for this uniquely shaped piece, it’s curious that 
more jugs like it aren’t known to exist.

If this article has piqued your interest, stay tuned. A more in-depth 
article including photos of each Red Wing marriage jug known 
to exist will appear in a future issue of the RWCS Newsletter. If 
anyone out there happens to own a marriage jug, please contact 
editor Rick Natynski to share photos with your fellow members.6

The Sea Wing 
Marriage Jug

Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

The story of the horrific events of July 13, 1890 was 
told in the 1986 Frederick Johnson book �e Sea 

Wing Disaster, and numerous accounts were recorded 
in publications of the day – one of which Steve & Barb 
Brown learned about and acquired only within the last 
couple of months. �is particular account was reported 
in the Aug. 9, 1890 issue of �e Illustrated American. 
Even the Goodhue County Historical Society didn’t 
have this obscure publication in their collection until the 
Browns provided a copy. 

As the story goes, the Sea Wing and a barge in-tow 
carried 215 passengers from Red Wing to the First 
Regiment Minnesota National Guard camp just south 
of Lake City. After a “magnificent” day at the camp, 
where family and friends visited the soldiers stationed 
there, Captain David Wethern prepared for the trip back 
to Red Wing. According to the article, some passengers 
asked him to postpone the voyage as there was a storm 
approaching. �ey knew that the waters of Lake Pepin 
could get rough in high winds, and steamships like the 
Sea Wing were not built to withstand forceful storms.

But article called Capt. Wethern “stubborn” and said he 
didn’t think the storm would be serious. (In a follow-up 
article to his book, author Johnson wrote that “rumors 
that incompetence and drunkenness on the part of the 
ship’s captain and crew were to blame” for the tragedy.)

At 8 p.m. the ship started off up Lake Pepin towards Red 
Wing and soon encountered strong headwinds. When 
making a slight turn towards the Wisconsin shore just north 
of Lake City, the winds overturned the ship and most of the 
passengers on the barge were thrown into the water.

“�en followed an awful scene,” �e Illustrated American 
article reads. “From the waters of the usually peaceful 
lake, now lashed into fury by the wind, rose the shrieks 
of men, women and children who were struggling in the 
angry waves. Every now and then a flash of lightning 
lit up the grand but terrible sight; revealed the waves 
lashed into mountains by the fury of the wind and the 
strugglers in the water…. Little by little, as the flood 
closed over its victims, one by one their cries for help 
died away and a dead silence prevailed, only disturbed by 
the rolling thunder above.”

News of the disaster soon reached the First Regiment of 
the Minnesota militia, which most of the passengers had 
visited earlier that day. �ey quickly arrived on the scene. 
“�ere is no doubt that the quick response of the citizen 
soldiers to the call for aid resulted in the saving of many 
lives,” the account reads. �e article also tells of two 
boys who rode the waves with life preservers for 6 hours 
until being rescued at 3 a.m. When daylight broke, the 
soldiers and other volunteers began the saddening task 
of recovering bodies. In all, 98 people lost their lives on 
that fateful day.

�e Sea Wing about a year before its tragic demise.
Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society.

About the Sea Wing Disaster

Fred Hattemer
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Story by RWCS Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski

Yo u n g  C o l l e c t o r  P r o f i l e

Hannah Heiberger
While it’s the older collectors who built the Red Wing Collectors Society into 

what it has become, there’s no question that it’s the younger collectors who 
will carry it into the future. If 11-year-old RWCS Member Hannah Heiberger is 
able to share just an ounce of her excitement for collecting Red Wing with other 
kids her age, the future of the RWCS will be in good hands. Just ask her which 
pieces she has and where she found them, and she’ll make your head spin as she 
rattles off a list – hardly taking a breath between sentences.
     As an only child, Hannah has always taken to her parents’ interests. So it was of 
little surprise to RWCS Members Jeff & Michelle Heiberger when their daughter 
began acquiring pieces of her own at the RWCS MidWinter and Convention 
events. Hannah even confirms it when asked why she decided to buy her first piece 
of Red Wing Ceramastone dinnerware about 4 or 5 years ago.
     “I thought my parents were cool and I wanted to collect, too,” she says. Wow…
she thinks her parents are cool? If that statement doesn’t make her a shoo-in for the 
Daughter of the Year Award, then what will?
     Hannah received her first piece – a tall butter crock – from RWCS Members 
Mike & Mary Lynn Headrick when she was only 2 weeks old. Eventually she 
developed an eye for Ceramastone. RWCS Members Roxie & Tim Lockard helped 
get her hooked when they sold her a brown Ceramastone girl candleholder at 
MidWinter a few years ago. She’s bought something from them every year since.
     Hannah now has nearly 100 Red Wing pieces of her own, about half of which are 
Ceramastone. She uses the big vegetable bowl for popcorn and mom Michelle often 
makes pudding parfaits in the coffee cups. �e rest of the collection is usually reserved 
for special occasions. She displays her favorite pieces – the girl and pig candleholders – 
in a display case with original Ceramastone pamphlets from the 1960s.
     “Back then a cup and saucer was only a dollar,” Hannah says. “�at was so cheap! 
I mostly find Ceramastone plates and bowls at antique shops and flea markets. If I 
happen to find a different piece, like one of the candleholders, they usually want a 
‘batrillion’ bucks. I’m still trying to find the tan girl and brown pig candleholders.”
     Hannah also likes Red Wing art pottery; ones of her favorite pieces is a #183 
orange vase that she displays on her dresser next to several Fire King glass vases. 
     Dad Jeff says he initially helped teach Hannah how negotiate with sellers, but 
soon she started doing it on her own.
     “It didn’t take long for her to start using the ‘walk away’ tactic and the ‘bat your 
eyes’ tactic to get dealers to lower their prices for her,” he laughs.
     Hannah usually spends her birthday and Christmas money on the pieces she 
buys, in addition to occasional profits from selling a piece at her parents’ booth at 
a local antique mall. But she’s also been able to wear her parents down on occasion, 
like the time she pleaded with them to help her buy an orange Ceramastone girl 
candleholder that was priced over her budget.
     Hannah says that the KidsView educational program has helped keep her excited 
about Red Wing. It’s also given her the opportunity to develop some great friendships.
     “KidsView is cool because I get to learn about pottery and see all my friends, like 
Lacy, Jack and Flora,” she says. “I think it’s a great program for kids to go to. Plus 
we’re not bugging out parents when we’re there.”
     Seriously, that’s got to make her Daughter of the Year. I’m just sayin’….
     Hannah continues to find time for collecting, despite having a schedule consumed 
by school, her dance group (jazz and hip-hop), playing second base and outmeld on 
her softball team (they won the league championship this year), Girl Scouts and 4-H 
(Michelle is a troop leader for both). In fact, Hannah shares her passion for collecting 
by presenting on Red Wing at 4-H events. She’s even won Purple Ribbons for her Red 
Wing picture albums, which describe her collection and serve as an inventory book.

Above: �e dresser-top Red Wing and Fire King display in Hannah’s 
bedroom complete with a princess doll looking over the treasures.
Below: Some of Hannah’s favorite Red Wing pieces – the Ceramastone 
dinnerware girl and pig candleholders.
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This photo was taken when we stayed at 

Victoria’s Fairmont Empress Hotel in 2003. 

Just as the photographer took the picture, I 

romantically shouted in Elsa’s ear, “Look – 

there’s an antique shop over there! And they 

have stoneware in the window!” 

Turner Beeton & Co. 

John Herbert Turner was born in England and immigrated 
to British North America in 1856 where he found success 
as a merchant. After learning of the gold discoveries, he and 
his wife moved to Victoria in 1862. Initially hoping to strike 
gold himself, he instead took advantage of the booming 
economy and once again became a merchant. He established 
an importing and millinery business 1864 and in 1871 became 
a wholesale merchant with two London-based men – John 
Partridge Tunstall and Henry Coppinger Beeton. Tunstall left 
the business in 1878, and it became Turner, Beeton and Co.
     �e company traded with the United Kingdom and the many 
mills and canneries up the B.C. Coast. �ey were also outfitters 
for the Klondike Gold Rush and manufactured 
Big Horn Brand shirts and overalls. �e liquor 
trade became a major focus of 
the business and it expanded 

operations to Vancouver, carrying on until Prohibition.
     Turner directed the Victoria side of the business, 
while Beeton was the sole agent in England. However, 
he lived in Victoria on and oĊ between the 1870s and 
1890s and represented B.C. as agent general in London 
from 1893 to 1895. Beeton died in England in 1908.
     One historian referred to Turner as “the Mr. British 
Columbia of his day”. He was an alderman from 1876 
to 1879, Victoria’s mayor from 1879 to 1881 and was 

B.C. Premier
J.H. Turner in 1895

Nearly four years have passed since an article on Vancouver advertising jugs appeared in the February 2010 RWCS Newsletter to coincide with the 2010 
Winter Olympic Games. Now we’re taking a look at the businesses in Victoria, B.C. that ordered advertising jugs from Red Wing. As you’ll read, some 

of the men who owned these companies were major players in B.C. politics in addition to being savvy businessmen.
     Located on the southern shore of Vancouver Island off Canada’s Pacific Coast, Victoria is British Columbia’s capital. Settled in 1843, it was the province’s 
largest city and a center of business until the 1890s, when the arrival of the railroad catapulted Vancouver’s growth. It has long been a popular tourist 
destination due to its unique mixture of natural beauty, impressive architecture and fascinating history.
     Back in 2003, my wife Elsa and I spent our honeymoon in British Columbia. At the time I was fairly new to collecting Red Wing and most of my focus 
was directed towards salt glaze, so I wasn’t aware that Red Wing had made advertising jugs for liquor dealers in Victoria and Vancouver. It wasn’t until 2005 
that I discovered a 5 gallon R.P. Rithet Victoria advertising jug at the MidWinter GetTogether in Des Moines of all places. Although I still prefer salt glaze, 
that was when I started collecting Red Wing advertising. Eight years later, I’m missing only two examples of the 12 different advertising jugs Red Wing made 
for businesses in Victoria and Vancouver.
    �e companies represented here are the only Victoria businesses that appear in the Red Wing Potteries Ledger, which documents orders placed for advertising 
stoneware between 1906 and 1914. Although at least two of these firms placed orders outside this timeframe, the knowledge shared by longtime collectors 
and Fraser Valley Antique and Collectibles Club leaders Lorne Dennison and Mike Hocevar makes it likely that these are the only Victoria businesses that 
Red Wing made advertising pieces for. Special thanks to Mike Hocevar for assisting with the research and contributing the ephemera for these businesses. On a 
personal note, I’d be missing an opportunity if I didn’t mention that I’m still seeking an example of the B.C. Wine Co. “Vancouver and Victoria” jugs pictured 
on the next page. I’m also looking for a 1 gallon “Abbott & Co.” jug from Vancouver. If you have one of these that you’d part with, please contact me at 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. -Rick Natynski, RWCS Newsletter Editor

Sources for this article include: Dictionary of Canadian Biography (www.biographi.ca/en/); “Token History” by Ronald Greene, B.C. Historical News - Vol. 36 No. 3; “From Outpost to 
City: Wharf Street 1881” by Melissa Quantz (www.web.uvic.ca/vv/student/wharfstreet/). Turner and Pithet portraits courtesy of the Royal B.C. Museum’s B.C. Archives Collection.

Panoramic photo of Victoria’s beautiful Inner Harbour taken by Bobak Ha’Eri in 2009 (wikipedia.org). �e major buildings (left to right) are the Fairmont Empress, Royal British Columbia 
Museum, British Columbia Parliament Buildings, Pacific Undersea Gardens (white building on water), the Royal London Wax Museum (originally the Canadian Pacific Railway Steamship 
Terminal), Grand Pacific Hotel and the ferry terminal for Black Ball ferries.

Red Wing’s Victoria, B.C. Advertising
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elected to the provincial parliament in 1886. He served as British 
Columbia premier from 1895 to 1898 and was appointed as B.C.’s 
agent general in 1901 – a post he held for more than 15 years. Turner 
died in England in 1923. 
     Although there is an order for the company’s jugs to say 
“Vancouver” in the Red Wing Potteries Ledger, it’s likely that this was 
written in error as the longtime collectors in B.C. have only seen Red 
Wing’s Turner Beeton jugs with “Victoria” on them.

From the Ledger:
• Orders placed on Feb. 6, 1909; Sept. 17, 1909; April 30, 1910; and Jan. 
9, 1911 totaling (250) 1 gal jugs, (500) 2 gal jugs and (110) 5 gal jugs

R.P. Rithet & Co.

Robert Paterson Rithet was born in Scotland 
in 1844 and immigrated to Victoria in 1862 
at age 18. After two years of prospecting for 
gold, he secured a job as a bookkeeper. He 
lived in San Francisco from 1869 to 1871, 
then returned to Victoria and became a 
partner in Welch, Rithet and Co., merchants 
in liquor and groceries. He grew to be a 
prominent figure in Victoria and one of its 

foremost businessmen. In 1875, he married Elizabeth Munro, the 
daughter of a former Hudson’s Bay Co. general manager in B.C. �e 
Rithets had three children and built a large home in 
Victoria with tennis courts, gardens and stables.
     Many of Rithet’s employees became share-
holders when he reorganized his holdings 
into R.P. Rithet and Co., Ltd. in 1890 
after his partner, Andrew Welch died. 
Rithet founded the Victoria Wharf and 
Warehouse Company for the primary 
purpose of building the Outer Docks 
in James Bay in the 1890s. In addition 
to importing sugars from Hawaii into 
North America, he also maintained 
business and insurance connections 
with Lloyd’s of London, Wells Fargo 
Express Co. and Welch & Co in San 
Francisco. He was also an advocate of 
the British Pacific Railway Company and 
maintained shares in the Canadian Pacific 
Navigational Company. A number of ships were named in his honor.
     Aside from his commercial business interests, Rithet maintained 
sizable farms in Delta and Victoria. He was president of the Victoria 
Board of Trade from 1879 to 1885, served as mayor of Victoria from 
1885 to 1886 and represented the city on the legislative assembly from 

1894 to 1898. He died in 1919 at 
age 75, leaving an estate of $800,000 
(more than $10 million today).

From the Ledger:
• Feb. 6, 1909: (36) 1 gal jugs, (84) 
2 gal, (6) 3 gal, (12) 4 gal, (48) 5 gal

Pither & Leiser

Pither and Leiser was a large importer of wines, 
liquors and cigars. �e firm opened in 1866 

under the name Casamayou & Co. and 
operated for 15 years until it became 

known as Boucherat & Co.
    Born in New York in 

1856, Luke Pither moved 
to Victoria in 1879 
and intended to raise 
livestock as he did back 
home. But his plans 
changed; he worked 
as an accountant 
for 5 years and then 
managed a hotel for 3 

years before buying his 
half of Boucherat & Co. �e business continued to trade under that name 
until 1893, when Pither’s partner sold his share of the business to German 
emigrant Max Leiser. Born in in 1862, Leiser moved to Victoria in 1890 
after being persuaded by his brother Simon, a wholesale grocer in Victoria.
     First conducted on 
a small scale, the busi-
ness soon became an 
extensive importer of 
goods and the part-
nership prospered. In 
March of 1912, retired 
Guinness Brewery 
brew master William 
Purser Geoghegan of 
Blackrock, Ireland became interested in investing in British Columbia 
and purchased the liquor wholesaler with other investors for a report-
ed $604,000. Pither and Leiser retained a share in the company and 
remained directors for a time, but retired from day-to-day operations. 
    After they sold out, Pither moved about 10 miles northeast of 
Victoria where he maintained a model poultry farm on 50 acres until 
he died in 1932. Not interested in retiring, Leiser purchased Victoria’s 
Klondike Hotel a few months later and retained ownership until he 
died in 1935. No orders appear in the Red Wing Potteries Ledger.

B.C. Wine Co.

�e B.C. Wine Company might have been the 
successor to the Vancouver Wine Company, 
which was established quite early on. �ere 
isn’t much information out there 
on this company, but there are two 
versions of this jug – one says 
“Vancouver” in the ad and 
the version pictured here says 
“Vancouver and Victoria”. 
�is is the later of the two, 
as the first reference to the 
Victoria address was made in 
the Sept. 7, 1913 Daily Colonist 
newspaper. �e two-city 
version isn’t in the Red Wing 
Potteries Ledger, but an order for the Vancouver version was placed in 1911.

R.P. Rithet in the
 early 1900s

Red Wing’s Victoria, B.C. Advertising
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RedWingDinnerware
Bake and Serve & 
		  the Duo-Tone Line

© Copyright 2013 Terry Moe and Larry Roschen

Photos courtesy of the authors and 
www.redwingdinnerware.com

The information presented here has been gleaned from vintage
Red Wing brochures, catalogs, price lists and internal documents 

as well as trade journals and magazines. In this discussion, a “pattern” 
is a dinnerware set in a particular shape with a unique handpainted 
design or color scheme. A “line” is a group of patterns that share the 
same shapes but have different handpainted designs or colors. Some 
of the introduction and exit dates presented have not been verified 
because of gaps in available documentation. When uncertain, an estimated 
date is provided. �e end point of a pattern can be difficult to ascertain. In 
the 1940s and 1950s a discontinued pattern no longer appeared on price 
lists; in the 1960s patterns that were no longer in production remained on 
price lists as “limited stock” with only a few pieces listed. Here a pattern 
is considered to be discontinued when a full range of items was no longer 
available and orders were limited to remaining stock.

Each pattern has been assigned an Availability rating and a Collector 
Interest rating as described below. Availability represents an average for the 
pattern in question, however the scarcity of certain pieces within the pattern 
may differ. Collector Interest refers to the pattern in general, but there may be 
specific pieces in any pattern that are of greater interest to specialty collectors 
(teapots, pitchers, salt & peppers, etc). Please keep in mind these ratings are 
the authors’ observations; your experience may vary.

Availability		  Collector Interest
1 – Rare			   1 – Highly sought, demand exceeds supply
2 – Very scarce		  2 – Primarily of interest to specialty collectors
3 – Hard to find		  3 – Above average
4 – Average		  4 – Average
5 – Readily available		  5 – Below average

BAKE AND SERVE
Availability: 3  Interest: 5   Years: 1961-1967

Bake and Serve was a set of baking dishes; it was 
not a dinnerware pattern. �e set consisted of 

ramekins, oval and round soufflé dishes, shirred egg 
dishes and casseroles with covers. Bake and Serve 
pieces had vertical, ribbed sides and were bright 
white with no decoration.

DUO-TONE Line (aka CYLINDER)

A total of six patterns were made in the Duo-Tone line. Because the actual name was not known, early Red Wing books referred to this line as 
Cylinder due to the cylindrical shape of many pieces. No name for the line was mentioned with the four patterns that appeared in the January 

1962 dealer price list or in brochures dated January 1962. But this price list did not include Tahitian Gold or Pepe, which were introduced a bit 
later. A July 1962 Tahitian Gold brochure included the statement “from the Duo-Tone Line by Red Wing”. �is apparently was the introduction 
of an oċcial name for the line, and was likely a reference to the two-tone color scheme used on the hollowware for the mve patterns available at the 
time. But with the introduction of Pepe the following year, all patterns in this line no longer shared the two-tone color scheme and the Duo-Tone 
name was apparently dropped. Internal shop documents referred to the line as “Deep Coupe”.
     Colors of the Duo-Tone line were rather inconsistent. Five of the six Duo-Tone patterns followed a similar concept. For many pieces in these 
patterns the design appeared on either the top, interior or exterior surface (depending on the piece) while the opposing surface was a shade of 
brown that varied pattern-to-pattern. But the design did not appear at all on hollowware such as the butter dish, sugar, creamer, pitcher, teapot, 
beverage server, bean pot, casserole, individual ashtray or salt & pepper shakers. �ese pieces were 
a solid color – usually a shade of brown – that differed with the pattern. Covers were various 
shades of brown with a splash of bright color on top that varied pattern-to-pattern. As the photo at 
right shows, learning to diĊerentiate the shades of brown used for Duo-Tone hollowware can be a 
challenge. Pepe is the exception, as all pieces were decorated with the hand-painted design.
     Shapes in the Duo-Tone line have interesting contrasts. Pieces generally had straight sides 
with no bulges or curves. Shapes were mostly round or oval and tended to be tall and narrow or 
short and squat. Duo-Tone also included several hard-
to-mnd items. All brochures and price lists included 
A.D. cups and saucers (demitasse), but today they are 
rare for all patterns. Individual ashtrays, pitchers, teapots 
and beverage servers are diċcult to mnd in all Duo-Tone 
patterns. No items were added or dropped from this line 

over the years of production.

Above, left to right: Bake and Serve round ramekin, covered casserole and oval souffle.

Above: �e Beverage Server on the left is for the Tahitian 
Gold pattern and the Water Pitcher in the center is for the 
Pompeii pattern. �e Water Pitcher on the right is for both 
the Flight and Desert Sun patterns.

Above: Teapots from the Pompeii (left) and 
Tahitian Gold patterns.
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Desert Sun     Availability: 3  Interest: 2     Years: January 1962-1963 or 1964  (Place settings only 1964-1965)

�e Desert Sun pattern represented the “glowing browns, beige and rust of a desert 
sunburst”. �e background color was white. Desert Sun was unique in that plates had 
a broad nat rim rather than the sharply upturned rim found on other Duo-Tone plates. 
�is was likely done to provide a place for the sunburst design. �e interior/exterior 
color for Desert Sun was a light orange-brown color described by Red Wing as “soft tan”. 
Hollowware exteriors were also soft tan. Covers were dark brown with bittersweet (rust) 
tops. �ese same colors were used for Flight hollowware. �is means Desert Sun and 
Flight pieces that were not decorated with the pattern’s design were identical. (i.e. a soft 
tan teapot with a brown/bittersweet cover would go with either Desert Sun or Flight.)

Flight    Availability: 3  Interest: 1     Years: January 1962-1963 or 1964 (Place settings only 1964-1965)

�e Flight design featured ducks flying over tall weeds or reeds. 
�ey were described in the brochure as “Wild birds on the wing 
– captured in muted red, brown and beige”. �e background 
color was white. �e number of ducks present varied from one 
to four depending on the piece. Like Desert Sun, soft tan was the 
interior/exterior color on patterned pieces. As mentioned earlier 
the hollowware was identical to Desert Sun. Flight was believed 
to be a very rare pattern in the early years of Red Wing collecting. 

A rumor spread that only a single set had been made to fill the custom order of a game warden. As time passed 
more and more Flight came out of storage, but the supply still doesn’t meet the demand from collectors.

Turtle Dove     Availability: 2  Interest: 5     Years: January 1962-1963 or 1964 (Place settings only 1964-1965)

�is pattern had two turtle dove birds posed on a flower with stems and leaves in medium 
brown and mustard yellow against a beige fleck background. �e colors were described as 
“butternut brown and golden yellow” in the brochure. �e same butternut brown served as 
the interior/exterior color on patterned pieces. Hollowware exteriors were beige fleck. Covers 
were butternut brown with golden yellow tops. Although Turtle Dove is not easy to find 

today, it doesn’t seem to attract much interest from collectors. At right: Turtle Dove Bean Pot

Pompeii     Availability: 4  Interest: 4      Years: January 1962-1967

�is design was reminiscent of pottery used in ancient Pompeii. �e 
abstract shapes of urns, bottles and bowls were colored in “A blend of 
brown, beige and soft blue” against a white background. Red Wing 
named the color found on the interiors/exteriors of patterned pieces 
and on the exteriors of hollowware “deep gray”. �is color could best 
be described as the color of chocolate milk. Covers were the same milky 
brown with soft blue tops. At right (left to right, front to back): Pompeii 

Casserole, Platter, Salt & Pepper, Divided Relish, and Divided Vegetable

Tahitian Gold      Availability: 2  Interest: 2      Years: July 1962-1963 or 1964 (Place settings only 1964-1965)

Tahitian Gold represented another inconsistency, as all pieces were entirely 
solid-colored. �e color used for natware was described as “deep gold with a 
light touch of brown fleck”. Exterior color for hollowware was “rich brown”, 
which could best be described as the color of black coffee. Covers were deep 
gold like the flatware. Tahitian Gold did not sell well and is very difficult to 
find today. It is primarily of interest to collectors who seek one of a particular 
item from every Red Wing pattern.

Pepe      Availability: 4  Interest: 3      Years: April 1963-1967

Pepe is the only Duo-Tone pattern that had decorated hollowware rather than a solid color. In 
some respects the design for Pepe was similar to the earlier Crocus pattern. Both have a band 
of colored ovals separated by a thin line. But the colors and appearance were very different. 
Pepe had alternating pink and rust colored ovals separated by a brownish green line set against 
a beige fleck background. As described in the brochure, Pepe had “A dramatic Spanish motif 
of the modern school. Flecked beige undertones are highlighted with a sunburst of bittersweet 
and deep mauve – clearly accented with strokes of verdant green.” Basic place setting pieces are 
readily available, but larger hollowware pieces are quite difficult to find. �is is likely because place settings of Pepe 

were available as a grocery store premium. After making the required purchases, the homemaker received Pepe dishes as a reward.

Above: Desert Sun 14-inch 
Celery Tray

Above: Flight Salad Bowl

Above: Pepe Creamer 
& Sugar

w w w . r e d w i n g c o l l e c t o r s . o r g

Above: Tahitian Gold Gravy Boat
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Our fellow RWCS members have shared some great stories in 
recent months! We’ve saved them up so you can enjoy them all 
at once. Have an interesting story to share? Send it to RWCS 
Newsletter Editor Rick Natynski and you might see it in a 
future issue of the RWCS Newsletter!

Beautiful Jug... 
Nasty Contents

Those of us who collect 
jugs of any style share 

a special kinship. For what 
lurks in the bottom of those 
pieces is anyone’s guess. After 
a new piece is purchased 
and brought home, a good 
scrubbing is in order to clean 
away accumulated dirt and 
grime. Who knows how these 
were used or where they were 
kept? Also a good dose of 
water is shot down the neck 
with a couple squirts of soap. 
I usually let it sit for 10 to 
15 minutes and then give 
it a good shake. I dump it 
out and repeat. One never 
knows what objects will come 
out. I’ve had leaves, dirt, a 
syrupy paint goo, candy, gum 
wrappers, pencils, assorted 
papers and an occasional 
mouse carcass. Yes it does 
happen. �e water, time 
and soap allows items to free 
themselves and fall out.

However I hit the “jackpot” 
on the latest 5 gallon salt 
glaze jug purchase. After a 
mild soapy cleanser removed years of dirt on the surface, I gave it 
the usual soapy interior treatment. I turned the jug over outside 
on the lawn and began to shake out the water. Sticking my finger 
in the opening to aid removal, the first thing out was a mouse 
skeleton, then a second mouse, some leaves, followed by mouse 
#3. More water and soap yielded a 22-inch strand of plastic 
“love beads” and mouse #4. More water and soap allowed a gold 
colored medallion to come and last but not least, mouse #5! From 
the photo you can see the collection of surprises. I have identified 
the skeletal remains to those of a post Jurassic Era deer mouse. 
Eventually the jug cleaned up just fine as you can see. However, 
I’ll be using latex gloves on my next jug cleaning session. I just 
hope my wife doesn’t read this!
			   -RWCS Member Joe Polunc

Red Wing on the Big Screen

Hey Rick, I have seen two Red Wing items in movies recently. 
�e movie Paranoia had a 30 gallon crock in Harrison 

Ford’s office and in the movie �e Butler, Oprah Winfrey had a 
Bob White pitcher in her cupboard. Nice to see these items used 
at props in movies. Hopefully it will get more people interested in 
collecting.

-RWCS Member Jim Sondeland

Editor’s note: Good catch, Jim! Although not new to air, I too spotted 
a piece of Red Wing when catching up on the FOX series “Arrested 
Development” on Netflix this summer. �ere was 5 gallon Red Wing 
crock in the home of the character played by Julia Louis-Dreyfus.

Old and 
New Red 
Wing 
Can Make 
a Great 
Match

While I was 
looking at 

my chef clock I 
noticed that our 
little chef looks so 
much like this year’s 
Commemorative! 
I thought a good 
caption would be “Time for dinner, my pet!”

�anks for the great newsletter! We really enjoy reading it!

-RWCS Member Joanie Brinkman

Maybe 
Made on 
Somebody’s 
Lunch 
Hour…Just 
Not at the 
Potteries

On page 5 of 
the August 

2013 RWCS Newsletter are “lunch-hour” versions of boy/girl 
statues. Looking at them, I’d be more inclined to think they were 
made with copies of the old molds. Hutchson Molds had these 
in their molds inventory as “(1) No. 376 Flower Girl Planter or 
Figurine 8 ½ H” and “(2) No. 376 Apple Boy Planter or Figurine 
8 ½ H. $8.95 each mold or $16.95 pr.” �e catalog once bought 
out by folks from Waterville, Minn., shows them as 276-A and 
276-B with the same titles. 

-RWCS Charter Member James M. Norine 

Letters to the Editor



Nokomis 
Never 
Looked so 
Good

After winning 
first place 

honors for the past 
two years, we were 
a little disappointed 
when my husband 
Tim only took 
second place with 
his lamp at the 2013 
Minnesota State 
Fair. But he took 
first in my book! I 
love this lamp, it 
turned out so well. As you can see it is mounted on a Nokomis 
lamp base.

– RWCS Member Ronnie Wilson

Esther 
Koetting 
Gets Her 
Bean Pot

In the July RWCS 
Newsletter, I 

shared my search 
for a Red Wing 
stoneware bean pot 
bearing the message: 
“Season’s Greetings 
from Eden Valley 
Lumber Co.” My 
grandfather, who 
founded the lumber 
company, had 
given bean pots to 
his best customers in the 1930s. I became aware of them when 
I took my mother – now 92 – to central Minnesota for one last 
visit to her hometown.

�e article generated numerous responses, including a generous 
offer from the current lumber company owners.

�e most astonishing contact, however, came from RWCS 
members Ted & Joan Brinkman. I recognized the name 
immediately from my mother’s stories of her youth. Ted’s father was 
an award-winning butter maker and, according to my mom, the 
best dancer in town. To my amazement, Ted and his wife owned 
one of the bean pots, and they wanted to reunite it with my family.

�e bean pot is now in our home, an enduring piece of pottery 
binding people together across generations. What a remarkable gift.

-�omas Koetting, Milwaukee

Excavator Turns Red Wing 
Archaeologist

Yesterday while working my 
job as an operating engineer 

in Portland, Oregon we hit a 
buried garbage pit while excavating 
for a new building footing. �e 
pit was about 4 feet below the 
existing ground level and contained 
numerous broken bottles, ash, rusted out cans, etc. I would guess 
to be 1940s-1950s era judging from the bottles. One of my crew 
noticed something other than glass at the exposed edge of the 
excavation and investigated it, exposing the Red Wing logo and 
#4 of a stoneware crock. We carefully unearthed the crock, but 
expected to find it broken on the unexposed side. We were quite 
surprised to find it intact with only a couple small chips at the 
base. - Submitted to the RWCS website by “Eric”

Another Great Florida Find

It was a Saturday morning in 
November and we were excited; 

we were driving to Ocala for our fall 
Sunshine State Red Wing Chapter 
meeting. Since it was only 200 
miles, we had 3 hours to reminisce 
about our three trips to Red Wing this 
summer. First, Convention in July. 
�en working on the new museum 
in August. And finally attending the 
RWCS Foundation’s auction in late September. From there, we went 
to Oconomowoc to tour the MidWinter 2015-16 site. VERY NICE!

But back to Florida. We arrived in plenty of time to greet our 
attending, faithful, nine chapter members. �e potluck was ‘to 
die for’. As hostess, Mavis Hazen baked some delicious lasagna. 
Everyone chipped in for a terrific luncheon. Show & Tell followed 
the business meeting with several super finds and stories.

After the meeting, we took a 75-mile ride over to Sanford 
(northeast of Orlando) for an overnight stay before attending a 
fantastic church worship service. Some antiquing was also in order!
Our first stop at a small antique mall was fruitless. We even passed 
a Greek restaurant (Jerry was hungry) to hit the mrst of two malls. 
Not much in the first few aisles, but then in the back of the store – 
there it was! A ‘D’ sized Nokomis elephant. It was dirty and covered 
up by three smaller elephant figures, but crying for us to pick it up.

We gasped as Jerry took it down from the shelf. On one side 
of the tag Kris read, “SK 1197-9 Large Heavy Glazed Green 
Elephant Vase.” �e other side read “Neat Piece $14.” We could 
not believe our eyes. Lightning had really struck again!

Back in 2008, we found a ‘D’ sized Nokomis elephant in a Kansas 
City antique/flea market for the almost equally outrageous price of 
$20! �is confirms it: it pays to shop for elephants after going to 
church on Sundays. Come to Florida and help us hunt for Red Wing!
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Esther Koetting poses with her daughter-in-law, Amy 
Koetting, and her newly prized treasure.
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RED WING WANTED

Wanted: Dog dish and collar to go with 
the 2013 Commemorative. Please contact 
lombardalnsk@gmail.com.

Wanted: 8 gal water cooler lid. I have a 3 gal 
water cooler lid with no damage to trade for 
it. Please call Orville at 509-751-0948 or 509-
780-1860.

Wanted: Researching the existence of souvenir 
or advertising pieces from Knapp, Wisconsin. 
With any information, please contact Tim at 
715-263-2118 or rtwyss@gmail.com. 12/13

Wanted: I want to buy a Red Wing Hamm’s 
Bear Bank in the brown bear version or other 
versions. Call weekdays at 763-252-0114 or 
e-mail me at kirkschnitker@gmail.com 4/14

Wanted: Mini and salesman sample flower 
pots. Contact cobe142@cox.net or 
402-331-4749.

Wanted: �ese Xmas advertising bean pots: 
Koehnkes - Clear Lake, SD; C & W Shafer - 
Branch, WI; Gjermundson Bros Hdwe - 
Wittenberg, WI; Virnig & Gross – Chokia, 
MN. Any condition considered. Also look-
ing for 9-inch blue & white panel bowl. Will 
consider any condition. Call 414-731-0218 or 
e-mail redwingr@gmail.com.

Wanted: Chromoline pcs especially #675, 
#687 & M3006 in blue/green. Contact Rick at 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org or 
414-416-9464. Will buy damaged Chromoline too.

RED WING FOR SALE

Selling my Clay Giants! �e 60 is gone, but I still 
have two 50 gal crocks (wing & birchleaf ) and 
two 40 gal crocks (both wing). Excellent to very 
good condition on all. Contact Richard at 608-
617-7424 or rnatynski@frontier.com.

Red Wing 5 gallon Water Cooler 
with bubbler attachment. Contact 
deanaambrose@lycos.com. 
Asking $400.00. Bar-handled lid 
has been cracked down middle 
with 2 chips, but still 
functional. �e base is in 
original state, no cracks or 
chips.

Looking for a great 
holiday gift? Copies 
of the Collecting the 
Legacy Volumes 1 & 2 
combination book are 
still available. Only 500 
copies were printed and only a few remain. $20 
plus $5 shipping. Contact the RWCS Office at 
800-977-7927 to order.

For sale: Vintage Red 
Wing Gypsy Trail Fruit 
Juicer with Cup set. Mint 
condition, no hairlines, 
chips or staining. Juicer is 
marked “Red Wing 256” 
on the bottom; no mark on 
cup. Asking $350 OBO. Contact 630-728-2902 
or jcflinner@gmail.com

ClassiÀed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members;  $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a Àrst-come, 
Àrst-served basis. In addition to appearing in 
the newsletter, classiÀeds and display ads are 
posted on the RWCS website.

Ads are divided into the following sections: 
Red Wing For Sale, Red Wing Wanted, Other 
Pottery For Sale, Other Pottery Wanted, 
Events, Auctions, Clubs & Publications and 
Websites, Announcements and Services. You 
will not be charged for these words, but please 
indicate which section your ad should be placed 
in. If  ad is to run in more than one issue, 
please indicate at time of  placement. (Note: the 
small number at the end of  an ad tells when 
the ad expires, e.g., 4/12. Ads without dates are 
one-time ads.) Please type or print clearly and 
proofread before submission.

DISPLAY ADS
Display Ad Size		  1x 	 6x
Full page 		  $425 	 385
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   225 	 205
1/4 page 		  125 	 115
1/8 page		  85 	 70
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions
Full Page 		  7 1⁄2 x 10
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   7 1⁄2 x 4 7⁄8
1/4 page 		  3 5⁄8 x 4 7⁄8
1/8 page 		  3 5⁄8 x 2 1⁄4

Display ads are accepted on a Àrst-come, Àrst-
served basis. The publisher reserves the right to 
refuse ads for any reason.

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS 
or PDF Àle for PC. If  you are unsure about 
acceptability, inquire with the editor. There 
is an additional 10 percent fee for design and 
makeup if  needed ($10 minimum).

DEADLINES
Issue 		   Ads           Editorial     Mail Date

February 	  Jan. 10	     Jan. 1	      Feb. 15
April 		   March 10    March 1    April 15
June 		   May 10	     May 1        June 15
August 	  July 25	     July 15       Aug. 31
October 	  Sept. 10	     Sept. 1	      Oct. 15
December 	  Nov. 10	     Nov. 1	      Dec. 15

EDITOR ADDRESS
Make checks payable to RWCS and mail with ads:

	 Rick Natynski
	 PO Box 198
	 Pewaukee, WI 53072
Can also submit ads by e-mail: send to 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org and send checks 
separately. Or, call Rick at 414-416-wing (9464).

6 P.M. SATURDAY, FEB. 8, 2014 

HOLIDAY INN & SUITES 

DES MOINES, IOWA

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE RWCS 

FOUNDATION MUSEUM BUILDING FUND.

ADVERTISNG JUGS, MINIATURES, SALTGLAZE, 

DINNERWARE, BRUSHWARE, ART POTTERY, CROCKS, 

JUGS, WATERCOOLER, CHURNS, SOUVENIR ITEMS. PLUS 

MUCH MORE! SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

300 ITEMS AUCTIONED WERE DONATED FOR THE SOLE 

PURPOSE OF FUNDRAISING FOR THE MUSEUM. 

SEE WEBSITE FOR PHOTOS. Catalogs  $5 each avail. 

Jan 1. Order early for complete listing.

Red Wing Stoneware & Art Pottery

MIDWINTER AUCTION

1967 LAUNA AVE. RED WING, MN 55066
651-388-5870 • www.houghtonauctions.com

HOUGHTON’S 
AUCTION SERVICE



Did you find a rare piece or a great deal worth sharing? Briefly describe the item, where it was sold, date purchased, venue (store, 
auction, etc.) and price paid. Send to editor Rick Natynski on a post card, e-mail newsletter@redwingcollectors.org, or enclose 
in an envelope if you’d like to include a photo for publication. Multiple submissions result in multiple entries in the Newsletter Special 
Commemorative Lottery at the 2014 Convention. All newsletter submissions received between July 2013 and June of 2014 are eligible 
whether published or not. Please keep submittals with purchase dates within six months of the newsletter issue.

	

ITEM					            LOCATION	 DATE	        VENUE	     PRICE

R E C E N T  F I N D S  &  D E A L S

#1121 RW School Girl Engobe Figurine       	              Midwest    	   4/13          Antique show        $18.00

Small brown RW Iris pitcher		             Waseca, MN   	   4/13          Antique shop        $195.00

20 gal RW lily crock    			                 Illinois     	   4/13 	           Auction	      $1400.00

Minn./Mich. RW adv. mini jug, mint	            Tracy, MN    	   6/13 	           Auction	      $7.50

RW Gopher on Football figure, mint		            Tracy, MN    	   6/13 	           Auction	      $5.00

RW 1 gal jug w/Brennerberg Wine,		            Alpha, MN		   7/13	           Auction	      $70.00 
Doniphan, KS adv., mint   

B1416 & B1417 RW Figurines     		            Central WI	    	   7/13          Antique shop	      $30.00 for pair

#1061 RW Birds on a Branch    		         Milwaukee, WI   	   7/13           Resale shop	      50 cents

RW Beater Jar w/Newberry, MI adv.		         Christmas, MI	   7/13          Antique shop	      $8.00

1 pt. gray bowl, bottom-signed, mint		        Fairmont, MN	   8/13	       �rift store	      $5.00

#567 White Rumrill Athenian Nude, mint  	         Madison, WI    	   8/13          Pottery show	      $590.00

RW Blue-band lid for 5 lb. butter pail	           Elko, MN		    9/13	       Flea market	      $65.00

RW ½ gal brown top jug w/N.R. Bianchi, 	         Calumet, MI    	   9/13          Antique shop	      $460.00

Calumet adv.   

RW Grayline pitcher w/Andrew Westin & Co.        Calumet, MI      	   9/13	           Auction           $500.00

adv., 2 small base chips on back

RW Cherryband pitcher w/Weller adv.	             Midwest		    10/13        Furniture store     $15.00

Two Round Up dinner plates, mint		        San Bautista, CA	   10/13          Antique shop     $72.00 for pair

5 gal RW crock w/Snyder, NE adv., crack	          Schuyler, NE	   11/13	           Auction	     $275.00

F O R  S A L E
Complete set of RWCS Commemoratives (1977-2012) 

featuring the special version of the 1977 Commemorative!

As described and pictured on page 3 of the red RWCS Collecting the 
Legacy book, very few of the 1977 Commemoratives were decorated 
with a cobalt butter�y. Possibly only 6 of these were made. �is is 

one of those pieces.

	      
Will deliver to July 2014 RWCS Convention 
in Red Wing. Contact Jack at 303-888-0707.

BONUS: 2002 Special 
Commemorative also 
included, making 37 
pieces in total!

$5900.00



Coming in the February Issue...

A  P a i r  o f 

I n t e r e s t i n g 

A s h t r a y s

w w w . r e d w i n g c o l l e c t o r s . o r g

W h a t

a r e

T h e s e ?

A Commemorative with Special Meaning 
Story by RWCS Member Renee Frahm

I decided to get my daughter, Faith, a membership in the RWCS earlier this 
year since she is 18 and was going to start college in the fall. I always have my 

Commemorative mailed to me, but my sister-in-law usually ruins the secret and 
calls me the minute it arrives in the mail, telling me what it is and asking what 
version I got. �is year I jumped ahead of her and looked at the RWCS website to 
find out what was given out at Convention before she could do that.

I was really excited. As luck would have it, Fath’s first Commemorative would 
be a Bulldog, which just happens to be the mascot of the college attends – the 
University of Minnesota Duluth, home of the Bulldogs.

Her dad was a Bulldog football player and he died unexpectedly 10 years ago at 
the age of 41. He was the one who got us started in Red Wing – I think we joined 
the RWCS in 1992. His biggest and favorite find was a 60 gallon wing crock, which 
proudly sits in my dining room with the hundreds of others I have in my house…
jugs, crocks, jars, sponge bowls, etc. He loved Red Wing and it was infectious; he 
got several of my friends into collecting. I think he studied the books and could tell 
you what page everything was on, the value and the years they were made.

We never made it to the Convention…two little kids, full-time jobs and just 
hard to get away. We were actually planning to go the year he died. I think he 
must have made some ‘ghostly whispers’ to someone to make a Bulldog as the 
Commemorative this year.

Back in August we found a slip from the Post Office in our mailbox saying that we 
had a box to pick up. I always miss the office window hours because I work late. So 
our Commemoratives sat there for more than a week, but at least I knew they were 
safe. On my daughter’s day off, four days before moving to college, I asked her to run 
and get the box, but “don’t open it until I get home.” I hadn’t told her that I got her a 
Commemorative, and she obviously didn’t know it was a Bulldog.

When I got home, she was like, “�is box is huge! What did they send you?” I told 
her that I ordered her a Commemorative also.

“You did?” she asked. �en she started going on and on about getting a special one. I 
told her not to bank on it. In the big box there were two smaller boxes. One had Faith’s 
name on it, which I didn’t notice right away. She opened one, I opened the other.

ONE WAS WHITE! Hers! She was so excited, bouncing around saying, “I got a 
special one, I got a special one! Mom, it’s a Bulldog!!!” It was pretty cute. Angels 
work in mysterious ways. Her collection starts out on a high note. Here is a picture 
of my new “UMD BULLDOG” holding her very own Red Wing Bulldog. Her 
dad would be SO proud!!!!

Above: Faith Frahm with her new treasure. Below: Faith poses 
on campus with the University of Minnesota Duluth Bulldog.


