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Featured above are an assortment of Red Wing Pottery Mini Vases available in a wide selection of colors. These mini vases are smaller sizes of the
regular production vases.




Orville O1SON.y Fred jonoson, sr.

The term "Has Been" is usu-
ally applied in a less than compli-
mentary manner, indicative of
someone who is no longer of much
value. This is not true in the case
of Orville Olson. The many things
that Orville has been make him
invaluable to the Goodhue County
Historical Society.

He has been a rural school
teacher, scout leader, Sunday
School superintendent, book-
keeper and a staff member of the
Goodhue County Probate Court.
After "retirement” he brought to
the job of museum curator a tre-
mendous knowledge of Goodhue
County and its people.

Those who have come to the
museum seeking information con-
cerning their origins have greatly
benefitted by the voluminous
mental file of Orville Olson. Ca-
sual museum visitors have been
treated with unfailing courtesy and
consideration.

Orville Olson

He has been invited to count-
less meetings of organizations who
wanted to learn abourt the society
and its mission. In general, he has
served with devotion and distinc-
tion. The Goodhue County His-
torical Society will be forever in-
debted.

Jean Chesley by Pred Jonsen, S

Jean Chesley hasbeen involved
in so many areas of community
service that space limitatons pre-
vent a complete listing here. Wher-
ever she worked, a lasting imprint
remained on the organization for-
tunate enough to have her in its
midst.

This is written in tribute to her
contributions to history and pres~
ervation. The new Goodhue
County Historical Museum is the
result of the labors of many people,
mostly volunteers. A lot of them
were available because of Jean
Chesley. Jean is probably one of
the most difficult people in the
world to say no to. She does not
employ high pressure tactics, but
is a master of the art of gentle
persuasion.

Every organization, ifitis to be
successful, needs one person to
tie the efforts of many together.
Her untiring dedication, her gra-
cious treatment of those around
her, have provided a special case
of leadership by example.

The new museum has the tra-
ditional cornerstone incorporated
into its foundation. A building is
no better than its base, but an
organization is more than brick

Jean Chesley -

and mortar. The cold stone is a
symbol of strength and preserva-
tion. However, the warmth and
congeniality of Jean Chesley
formed the human cornerstone
upon which the building program
became reality.

She 1s faintly embarrassed by
praise, and quick to give credit to
others. But, those who have
watched her service in the cause
of history are just as quick to
concede that if only one person
can be given credit for the new
museum, let it be Jean Chesley.

The World of Mini Vases

After collecting "Ash Receiv-
ers" for many years, you will find
out they have many brothers and
sisters known as mini vases. The
bottom numbers on the ash re-
ceivers are as follows elephant 875,
donkey 876, dog 877, cat 878,
fish 879, and the pelican 880. The
colors of most of the ash receivers
are variations of browns, white,
yellow, green, blue, pink, and
burgundy. This brings the pos-
sible combination of ash receivers
to 42 if all 6 were made in the
seven basic colors.

All of the mini vases that  have

collected over the years are smaller
sizes of regular vases that were
produced, except #872, the
double ball vase which I have only
seen in the small size. If the num-
ber system on the bottom of the
vases mean anything then #872
ballvaseand #873 and #874 vases
were made before the first ash
receivers and the rest of them
later. #897 fan vase 898, 899,
907, and 983 the small pear vase.
Also the mini vases come in many
more colors than the ash receiv-
ers. Happy huntng!
(Refer to picture on page 2.)

About the front cover

by Jean Chesley

The Goodhue County Histori-
cal Museum will reopen to the
public on the weekend of Sep-
tember 10, 11 and 12 after a
lengthy period of renovation and
expansion. Located on College
Hill overlooking the City of Red
Wing and the Mississippi River
valley, the new facility will offer
educational exhibits and pro-
grams, as well as provide a re-
source center forlocal history and
family genealogy. Itwill also house
and preserve the historical arti-
facts and archives of Goodhue
County.

The opening of the new mu-
seum will represent a major rum-
ing pointin the life of this very old
and respected institution which,
over the years, has become an
effective voice in the cultural and
educadonal life of our county com-
munity.

The society was the first his-
torical society to be organized in
the state after the Minnesota His-
torical Society. In 1869, only
twenty years after the first settlers
began to come into Goodhue
County, the remarkable foresight
of the Rev. J. W. Hancock, Red
Wing's first permanent resident,
led him to found the Red Wing
Historical Society, laterre-named
the Goodhue County Historical
Society. Rev. Hancock became
its first president.

For many years members of
the little society met to talk and
reminisce. Gradually, manu-
scripts, letters, books and arti-
facts, things brought over from
the old country or from the east,
began 1o be collected and keptin
a case in the Red Wing Public
Library. By 1932, when the new
county courthouse was built, so
many things had been given to the
society that it was becoming a
problem where they could be kept.
That year, the county commis-
sioners designated one room on
the first floor of the new building
for a county museum, and there it
remained for over thirty years.

In the early 1960s more space
was needed for county business,
and it became apparent that the
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museum would have to leave the
shelter of the courthouse and be-
come a separate entity on its own.
After an exhaustive search and
generous financial help from the
county, the old Baptist Home on
Oak Street was chosen and reno-
vated to become the museum's
first real home.

At the same time, the society
reorganized itself by amending its
by-laws to provide for a 15 mem-
ber board representing all sec-
tdons of the county, with stag-
gered terms. This has been an
important factor in making the
society a truly county-wide orga-
nization.

Through the years, many
changes have taken place within
the historical society. It reached
out into the community and into
the schools; an Oral History pro-
gram was developed, with over
200 tapes and transcripts now
recorded; a tri-annual publica-
ton has recently published its
26th volume; cooperation with
local historical societies in our
county has grown, and in 1986
the Kenyon Area Historical Soci-
ety became a chapter of the county
society; exhibits have been pre-
pared which depict the history of
our county chronologically and
by topic; the collections of his-
torical objects and manuscripts
has grown by leaps and bounds;
and visitation by the public has
increased beyond all expectation.

Inevitably, every nook and
cranny of the museum building
became used to the fullest extent.
It was evident to the board of
directors that the building would
have toberenovated and enlarged
if it were to perform its purpose
and responsibility to the public
adequately. In 1984, a decision
was made to proceed with a feasi-
bility study and, following that, a
major capital campaign. Raising
two million dollars seemed an
insurmountable task, butwith the
help of Goodhue County, the City
of Red Wing, and many, many
generous businesses, industries,
labor unions, foundations and
countless individuals, the money
was raised and construction be-

gan in the spring of 1991.

Now, two years later, the build-
ing is completed, the collections
have been moved backin, and the
new exhibits are being prepared.
For the first time, there is ad-
equate storage space, a meeting
room, enlarged office and library,
a roomy lobby for orientation of
school classes and other groups, a
small gift shop, as well as larger
areas to display the collection.

After being in storage for al-
most two years, it is a pleasure to
welcome back some of the favorite
and finest pieces in the collection:
the Norwegian wood-turning lathe
made in Stavanger, Norway in the
1700s, the Swedish loom brought
over in 1900 by the mother of
Mrs. Eric Rapp, the desk made in
Norway in 1844, and especially
the unusually fine collection of
Red Wing pottery, to name but a
few.

Exhibits now under construc-
tion will depict the geological his-
tory of the county; prehistoric
peoples; history of the Dakota
Sioux of Prairie Island; immigra-
tion and early settlement; military
history; sports; law, medicine and
government; industry, labor and
business; and fashions through the
years. The museum annex will
feature agriculrural tools and
implements, as well as the Kappel
Wagon Works buggy and the 1926
Studebaker!

The tremendous support of the
people of Goodhue County and
other friends has made all of us
connected with the society very
happy, and has also reinforced our
feeling of responsibility to the
people — to create a museum
which will truly reflect the unique
and special history of this area for
present and future generations in
an accurate, educational and at-
tractive way so that people will
come to enjoy and feel welcome
there.

We look forward ro welcoming
the Red Wing Collectors Society
members this coming weekend
and hope you will return when we
have all of our exhibits completed
this fall.

Call 388«2866 fﬂrllckets Located on tbgca -
Third Street and East Avenue in downtown Red Win
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Welcome to Red Weng

Welcome to the beautiful City of Red Wing. Minnesota and the 1993 Red Wing
Collector's Society Convention. Itis hard to imagine that somany years have passed since
our first Convention. The Society continues to grow, and prosper in its many endeavors.

Annually, my wife Deb, and |, look forward to our visit to Red Wing. It is an extremely busy
time for us, what with Deb's involvement in the Auction Committee and my various
activities as President, but we greatly look forward to renewing friendships, which have
been made over the years. The chance to meet new friends and to visit various business
establishments (anfique shops) is always another highlight of the Convention.

| look forward to seeing all of you in Red Wing in July.

Barney Olson 11

President

Greetings!

On behalf of the City of Red Wing, | would like to formally invite you, your

families, and special guests to our community for our seventeenth annual
convention.

Keep coming! We all love you in Red Wing and will do whatever is necessary
to make your stay comfortable and your meetings successful.
While in Red Wing, be sure to take time to enjoy the natural beauty of the

Mississippi Rive and bluffs as well as visit our restoration projects and shopping
centers.

Thanks for coming and please keep coming back.

Mayor

Lower Level
St. James Hotel
Red Wing
11:00-5:00 Daily

PARKWAY MOTEL

Restaurant Next Door
Heated Pool

Welcome Collectors
Jim & Kay Sherman

Call For Reservations
612-388-8231

3425 HWY. 61 NORTH
RED WING, MN 55066

My experience with Red Wing Pottery goes back long before | moved to Red Wing. As r_a)lﬂ-lé A
a child, | worked in my grandfather's general store in La Salle, Minnesota which stocked ER
some pieces of Red Wing Pottery. My grandfather would tell me in later years how it was BRO IL
shipped in by railroad car loads. s
But it was after moving to Red Wing that | became fully aware of what a treasure we
have in Red Wing Pottery. My appreciation of the role Red Wing pottery has played in Red Wing
facilitating such awide variety of household, family and business activities has grown with -
each piece my husband and | have added to our personal collection. Daily Luncheon
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(2.) Colvill Park
(3. st. James Hotel

Key: City of Red Wing, Minnesota
® Red Wing Technical College/Bergwall Arena

Goodhue County Historical Society Museum
(5. Red Wing Pottery District
Central High Parking Lot
(7.) Twin Bluf Middle School

Eddie Swanson Memorial Collection

by Gary Tefft

Eddie Swanson was an avid
collector of locally produced folk
art and crafts. He wasbornin Red
Wing in 1888 and studied music
in Ohio at the Dana Musical In-
stitute and also in New York.
Eddie played with orchestras in
Europe and the United States and
traveled with the famous Buffalo
Bill, Pawnee Bill Wild West Shows
and the United States Military
Band of West Point. He received
a Master's Degree in English Lit-
erature from the University of
Minnesota in 1931.

In Red Wing, he managed the
Metro Theater and, for many
years, the T.B. Sheldon Audito-
rium as well as being active in Red
Wing community life along with
his wife, Mary Gwen Owen.

After his death in 1955, a me-
morial collection including some
one-of-a-kind examples of mod-
eled clay figures and turned stone-
ware pottery forms was established
in his name and held by the Red
Wing Arts Association.Ithasbeen
displayed atthe Goodhue County
Historical Society Museum since
1972.

The Arts Association has be-
come an integral part of the com-
munity by sponsoring art shows,
workshops, music concerts and
the like. One of their earliest feats,
in 1952, hosted several of the old
time pottery workers including a
“demonstration of hand-turning

recorded on 16mm color movie
film.

In 1991, the Arts Association,
having recently opened an Arts
Center in downtown Red Wing,
offered the Swanson collection
for sale to those who would, in
turn, donate it to the museum for
permanent display. The collec-
tion inventory lists thirty-nine
items, twenty-seven of which were
produced by the lo-
cal pottery factories
and four pieces
sculpted by Albert H.
Olson. The balance
are watercolors, oils,
prints, textile, and ce-
ramicitems produced
by local artists. The
Red Wing Collectors
Society became the
major underwriter of
this acquisiton by
pledging $16,300 in
installments over
three years. Chapters
ofthe Societyand sev-
eral individuals also
donated to ensure
that the collection re-
mains intact and
available for display.

Most noteworthy
among the items in-
cluded in the
Society's donation is
The Porrer by Albert
H. Olson. This

sculpted figure in fired clay de-
picts a potter standing at his work-
bench turning a vessel on his
wheel. The piece is signed by the
artist and dated 1897. Other rare
and notable pieces are a crema-
tory jar, a couple of North Star
Stoneware Co. pieces, a "monkey
jug" and a brown jug with the
inscription "Robert Jeffrey, Red
Wing, Aug. 4th, 1884" in the glaze.

Hillage General
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Country Furnishings
Unique Gifts

Miesville
Between Hastings &
Red Wing on Hwy. 61

Open Daily 10-5
612-437-8150

A Red Wing’s
orner Drug and
linic Pharmacy

“Service with a smile”

Third & Bush Streets,
Red Wing

Phone 388-3521

Open Seven Days A Week

andys

GOOD FOOD ... SERVIED QUICKLY!

— Complete Breakfasts —

“Omelets Our Specialty”

= 15 GREAT SANDWICHES

= COUNTRY FRIED CHICKEN
= SALAD BAR AND SOUPS

s HOT STUFFED POTATOES
= CONES AND SUNDAES

Group Prices Available
Seating for 120 709 MAIN ST. Mon.-Sat. « 6-11
Bus Parking RED WING, MN Sunday * 7-11
612-388-1551




1993 CONVENTION
SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7
2:00- 5:00 Auction check-in (Bergwall Arena)
2:00- 5:00 Auction catalogs for sale (Bergwall Arena)
6:30- 8:00 Board of Directors Meeting (Room 2-130)

THURSDAY, JULY 8

8:30- 5:00 Pre-registered members (Tech Coll. Commons)
8:30- 5:00 Anyone NOT pre-registered (Tech Coll. Commons)
8:30- 5:30 Renewal and New Memberships (Tech Coll. Commons)
10:00- 3:00 Tour Goodhue County Histofical Museum/Speaker
at 11:00 & 1:00
11:00- 12:00 Chapter Presidents Meeting (Room changed
to 1-102)
12:00- 1:00 Chapter meetings *See convention committee for room listings
1:00- 4:00 Display Set-up (Room 1-124)
1:15- 2:00 Orientation for First Timers (Room 1-105)
2:00- 5:30 Distribution of PREPAID Commemoratives
(Tech Coll. Commons)
AUCTION AGENDA
9:00- 12:00 Auction check-in (Bergwall Arena)
9:00- 5:30 Auction catalogs for sale (Bergwall Arena)
9:00- 5:30 Distribution of bid numbers (Bergwall Arena)
12:00- ?  Concessions open in Bergwall Arena lobby
12:00- 1:00 Auction grading
1:00- 5:30 Auction viewing
5:30- 7:00 Registration (Bergwall Arena)
5:30- ?  Auction

FRIDAY, JULY 9

8:30- 3:20 Pre-registered members (Tech Coll. Commons) ’

8:30- 3:20 Anyone NOT pre-registered (Tech Coll. Commons)

8:30- 3:20 Renewal and New Memberships (Tech Coll. Commons)

8:30- 10:00 Displays Open (Room 1-124)

9:00- 10:00 Distribution of Commemoratives (Tech Coll. Commons)

9:00- 10:00 Group "A" Show & Sale items moved into Bergwall Arena
10:00- 12:00 Distribution of auction checks (Tech Coll. Commons)
11:30- 3:20 Displays Open (Room 1-124)

2:30- 3:20 Distribution of Commemoratives (Tech Coll. Commons)

2:30- 3:30 Group "B" Show & Sale items moved into Bergwall Arena

2:30- 3:30 Group "C" Souvenir Sale items moved into room

(Tech Coll. Commons)
6:30- 8:30 "Potter's Picnic" (Colvill Park) *('ln case of rain - Middle School)
EDUCATION

9:00- 0:45

9:00- 10:00
10:15- 11:30
11:30- 3:20
12:10- 2:30

3:30- 5:30

ORIENTATION FOR FIRST TIMERS (Room 1-105)
Sale of educational material (Tech Coll. Commons)
GENERAL SESSION (Tech Coll. Commons)

Sale of educational material (Tech Coll. Commons)
Educational seminars (Rooms to be announced)
BUSINESS MEETING (Tech Coll. Commons)

SATURDAY, JULY 10

8:00- 11:00 Registration (Bergwall Arena)
8:00- 11:00 Renewal and New Memberships (Tech Coll. Commons)
8:00- 11:00  Auction price catalogs for sale (Bergwall Arena)
8:00- 2:00 Displays Open (Room 1-124)
9:00- ?  Distribute Commemoratives *while supply last
(Tech Coll. Commons)
11:00- ? Commemorative Lottery *while supply last
(Tech Coll. Commons)
2:00- 430 Display Removal (Room 1-124)
6:00- 7:00 Banguet Social Hour (St. James Hotel - 5th Floor)
7:00- ? Banquet (St. James Hotel - 5th Floor)
SHOW & SALE
7:00- 8:00 Set-up for souvenir sale (Tech Coll. Commons)
8:00- 9:00 Set-up for show & sale (Bergwall Arena)
8:00- 2:30 Souvenir sale open (Tech Coll. Commons)
9:00- 11:00 Show & sale open to MEMBERS ONLY (Bergwall Arena)
11:00- 2:30 Show & sale open to public (Bergwall Arena)

THURSDAY TOUR

Gary Tefft (Menomonie
Falls, WI)

11:00 and 1:00 Goodhue
County Historical Society

Tourthe recently completed
remodeled addition at the
Goodhue County Historical
Society with Gary Tefft as your
guide. He will go through the
entire Red Wing collection with
you. This is a unique opportu-
nity to hear the history of the
many one of a kind pieces.

Gary Tefft is a native of Red
Wing, and a longtime collector
of alltypes of Red Wing pottery
and memorabilia. Gary is co-
author with his wife Bonnie of
Red Wing Potters and Their
Wares. The Teffts have been
co-chair of the commemora-
tive committee, and Gary has
been a popular seminar pre-
senter, and convention
speaker.

ORIENTATION SESSION

Conand Sandy Short(Beach,
North Dakota)

Rich Cronemeyer
*Leawood, Kansas)

Thursday, 1:15-2:00 or Fri-
day, 9:00-9:45, Room 1-105

This session for new mem-
bers or 1st time convention
goers will include tips on how
to get the most out of the con-
vention, and will also provide a
forum for exploring members'
expectations. Come and join
us!

A.M. GENERAL SESSION
10:15-10:45 Introduction and
Welcome -

10:45-11:30 Memories —
F;srowing Up in a Pottery Fam-
iy

by Helen Bell (Red Wing,
MN)

This is an excellent story-
teller who will make you laugh
and cry. She is warm, and has
a wonderful memory for the

EDUCATION

special details of life. You can
almost smell the clay when
Helen gets that misty look in
her eye and starts remember-
ing.

Helen is a charter member
of RWCS, has been editar of
the program supplement, a
member of the Executive
Board, and a favorite guest
speaker atourconvention ban-
quets. She has given numer-
ous talks to the Red Wing Pot-
tery and it works locally and in
lowa.

11:30-12:10 AVery Quick
Lunch!

P.M. SEMINARS
12:10-12:50 Session |
1:00-1:40 Session 2
1:50-2:30 Session 3

MAKING SOME SENSE OF
THE SHAPE NUMBERS ON
RED WING ART POTTERY
by Ron Linde (Northfield,
MN)
Sessions 1and 2 in Room 1-
102
To better understand the
shape numbers on the bottom
of most Red Wing art pottery,
Ron Linde shares ideas ob-
tained from interviews and
.many hours of research
through brochures, letters, and
Red Wing art pottery, bring
your questions to this session.
Ron Linde is an ophthal-
mologist whose interestin pot-
tery began when he bought a
stoneware jug at an estate auc-
tion in Nebraska. For 19 years
he has been collecting repre-
sentative examples of differ-
ent markings on stoneware
(mainly Midwestern) and art
pottery, with a special interest
in 2-gallon jars and churns and
Red Wing art pottery. Ron is a
member of the Cannon Valley
chapter, the lowa chapter, Col-
lectors of lllinois Pottery and

OVERVIEW OF AFTERNOON SEMINARS

Room Room Room Room Room Room
1-102 1-104 1-105 1-107 & 1-108 1-109 & 1-110 2-128
e Shape Numbers | Decorating with ”’;ﬂisf“ Red Wing All About
ession i -
12:10-12:50 %hnmpofﬂﬂed sl:ed Wi Stoneware Commemoratives Auctions
g PRy B Pat & Paul Hauke Rich Cronemeyer Dick Houghton
Ron Linde Kathy Decker Chuck Drometer " »
Dave Hallstrom
Shape Numbers ting wit
Session2 | op ;ﬂom of Red Dﬂ;:: {anﬁn:' : A Collection of | Uncovering the Red Wing All About
1:00-1:40 | Wing Art Pottery |  Stoneware Art Pottery | Red Wing Dump | Commemoratives Auctions
Ron Linde Kathy Decker Ray Reiss Steve Showers Rich Cronemeyer Dick Houghton
Iden;iﬁttitiol
: ane A Collectionof | Uncovering the Red Win
Session 3 9 9
1:50-2:30 AE Pottery & Art Pottery | Red Wing Dump | Commemoratives
St::!gl':ﬂ_ﬂ Ray Reiss Steve Showers '~ Rich Cronemeyer
Tom 'TrLlIE.ielr:a

Stoneware, the Uhl Collectors
Society, the North Dakota Pot-
tery Collectors, and the Minne-
sota Art Pottery Association.

DECORATING WITH
RED WING STONEWARE
by Kathy Decker (Walnut
Creek, CA)

Session 1 and 2 in Room 1-
104

This video presentation will
feature homes of California Red
Wing members, illustrating
how one's collection can be
displayed in creative and deco-
rative ways. Kathy will show
ways to group stoneware that
not only enhance the pieces,
but lend a warm country feel-
ing to any room. There will be
time for questions and discus-
sion.

Kathy and her husband
bought their first 6 gallon Lazy
8 bullseye crock in 1981. "The
fever set in and continues to-
day; our first convention was
in 1985 and we've returned
each summer since, not only
for the stoneware, but also for
the many friends we've come
to know and love through this
addictive medium."

Kathy has an interior deco-
rating business with an em-
phasis onaccessorizingtolend
warmth and create a unique
personality for each interior
space.

IDENTIFICATION PANELS
STONEWARE
Session 1 in Room 101-5

Pat and Paul Hauke
(Westminister, Colorado)

The Hauke's interest in Red
Wing began a little over a four
years ago when Paul brought
home an 8 galloncrockandab
gallon applesauce jar — it was
love at first sight. "We bought
every book we could find and
read and read and hunted; we
now have about 300 pieces of
Red Wing. QOur real love is
Greyline, pantry jars, fancy
jugs, water coolers, all of it!"
Both Hauke's are retired now
and candevote all theirtime to
the hunt.

Chuck Drometer (Cannon
Falls, Minnesota)

Chuck is past president of
the Cannon Valley chapter and
has assisted on this panel be-
fore. With his wife, Eva, he has
collected stoneware and min-
iatures sincetheearly70's. "Our
collection has taken a definite
turn for the smaller pieces —
youcan put100 mrnlaturesma
2 gallon crock!"

Dave Hallstrom (Red Wing,
Minnesota)

Dave is a fourth generation
Red Wing kid who naturally
collects everything. He is the
president ofthe Cannon Valley
chapter, and is sometimes ab-




DAY 1993 — Friday, July 9

sent from his Hallstrom's Flo-
rist businesstoattend auctions
and play with his herd of Mor-
gan horses.

RED WING
COMMEMORATIVES
by Rich Cronemeyer

(Leawood, Kansas)

Session 1,2 and 3 in Rooms
1-109 and 1-110

This seminar will focus on
all the different com-
memoratives the Society has
put out since its founding in
1977. Rich will talk about each
piece, tell how many were
made, and suggest today's
value. He will show examples
of some of the special
commemoratives that were
made. He will have examples
and slides. Rich's seminar and
outline will increase the fun of
collecting for you.

Rich Cronemeyer is a char-
ter member of RWCS and has
presented seminars at past
conventions on canning jars,
catalogs, and paper advertis-
ingitems. He has collected Red
Wing stoneware items since
finding a 5 gallon large wing
crock in his grandmother's
basement at age 16; a "slow
but steady" collector, he par-
ticularly enjoys finding spit-
toons and sewer pipe pieces.
Rich is a diagnostic radiolo-
gist, and a longtime resident of
Kansas City.

ALL ABOUT AUCTIONS
by Dick Houghton (Red
Wing, Minnesota)

Session 1 and 2 in Room 2-
128

Thisseminarwill explainthe
terminology, procedures, and
auction etiquette. Dick will help
the beginner,andthe advanced
auction goer to have more fun
and to be a better buyer. He
also has many cute stories to
tell, too.

Dick owns Houghton Auc-
tion Service, and is a longtime
Red Wing resident and collec-
tor. He belongs to the Cannon
Valley chapter, and has always
done the Society's auction.

A COLLECTION OF
ART POTTERY

by Ray Reiss (Chicago, Illi-
nois)

Sessions 2 and 3 in Room 1-
105

This seminar will be a re-
view of Ray's personal collec-

tion of art pottery. He will talk
about his collection, and show
lots of pretty pictures. He is in
the process of publishing a pic-
ture book and price guide on
Red Wing Art Pottery. Ray is a
commercial photographer
from Chicago, and is an avid
Red Wing Art Pottery collector.

UNCOVERING THE DUMP
by Steve Showers (Welch,
Minnesota)

Session 2 and 3in Rooms 1-
107 and 1-108

After 20 years ofdigging The
Dump, Steve has many won-
derful stories to tell. The Dump
has always been full of Red
Wing's history. He will bring
examples, and show some
slides documenting his unique
pieces. He will also explain his
technique of excavating. There
willalso be slides showing how
Steve and his wife Phyllis have
decorated their home inside
and out with pieces that he has
dug.

Steve got started collecting
in 1968, when his sister found
several pieces of stoneware on
their farm ... “| knew the Red
Wing dump was untouched at
that time and that got me go-
ing”. Thanks to Steve's efforts
we still have the opportunity to
visit the dump. Better be early
for this one — it's always over
flowing!

IDENTIFICATION PANELS

Session 3 in Room 1-102

ART POTTERY AND
DINNERWARE
IDENTIFICATION

Tom Trulen (Red Wing,
Minnesota)

Tom is co-owner of Ideal Art
in Red Wing. His uncle, Russell
"Teddy" Hutchinson was chief
mold maker at the Red Wing
Potteries thus beginning Tom's

interest in collecting Red Wing
Art Pottery, Rumhill, Red Wing
postcards, and old photos of
Red Wing. He is vice-president
of Cannon Valley chapter, and
has represented the Gopher
chapter at RWCS executive
committee meetings.

Stan Bougie (St. Paul, Min-
nesota)

Stan was employed by the
Potteries in 1951; he saw the

peak dinnerware era and was
still employed when they
closed. Wife, Margie also was
employed by the Potteries for
over 10 years; they collect
artware and dinnerware. Stan
is co-author of Red Wing Din-
nerware; he has served as vice-
president of RWCS and has co-
chaired the convention com-
mittee.
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Red Wing Potteries closing

by Jean Chesley

After 96 years of producing stoneware, art ware and dinnerware, the
Red Wing Potteries closed its doorsin 1967. As with all industries that
come to an end, there is always the last product to come off the line.
In the case of the demise of the Red Wing Potteries, the last were two
dinner plates, one honoring Richard Gillmer, president of the com-
pany, and his daughter Susan, former president of the Red Wing
Pottery Salesroom, who was a college student at the time.

Decorator of these two rare and unique plates was Betty Olson, who
painted one with Dick Gillmer's name, and the words "The Last Plate,
1877-1967"; and the other with a picture of a witch and Susan's name
on the back. The two plates are done in the "Hearthstone" dinnerware
pattern, although they are glazed differently and do not match other

Hearthstone pieces.

The two plates were donated to the Goodhue County Historical
Society by Susan and her family in 1992. Here they will be protected
and the many annual visitors to the museum will have an opportunity

to view them.
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Chronology of Pottery Manutactunng in Red Wing

John Paul ..

Philleo Potteries and Terra Cotta Works
Red Wing Stoneware COMPANY ..........ccceeveeuereeeeeeresessnreeres
Minnesota Stoneware COMPANY .....ouooveerueeeeseeeeesessesenesenens

North Star ..
Union Stonewa:e

..1860
..approx. 1863 1880
1877-1906
1883-1906
vr-n. 1892-1896

... 1894-1906

(organized to sell the wara of tha 3 mmpamas nsted above}

Red Wing Union Stoneware Company...

... 1906-1936

(This was the combination of the Red Wing and M!nussma Stonewara Compames]

Name changed t Red Wing Potteries ............ccccceecvevisessnenns
Closing of pottery manufacturing.............ccouees

APPLICATION FORM

Q Please start my $15 membership and subscription with
the next issue of the Newsletter.

Enclosd is my check for $

Membership fee is $15 per year.)

Q Please renew by $15 membership and subscription.

(Make remittance payable to Red Wing Collecto rs Society, Inc.

... 1936

P.O. Box 124

I
| #
|
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
|
|
I
| Neosho, WI 53059

| Please print clearly

Name

Address

City State Zip

Return to: My collection

Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc.

interests are:

J Stoneware
Q Dinnerware
O Art Pottery =



Officers and committee chairs ...

President
Barney Olson II

My interest in
Red Wing pottery
goesback 1o shortly
before the firstcon-
vention. While
roaming around
some northern
‘Wisconsin antique
shop, the name is long since forgotten, I
saw a 5 gallon jug with a large red wing.
‘While it seems to be a fairly typical story of
how people got interested in Red Wing, I
purchased this jug and the fever began to
take hold. I still have the jug, to this day.
Over the years Deb and 1 have acquired
many different types of Red Wing and
have subsequently tried to refine our col-
lection into mostly salt glaze, cookie jars
and gray line areas. Not to leave out the
dinnerware fraction of the Society, we do
have a rather complete (no water cooler)
set of Bob White. Red Wing is very hard to
find, in any quantity or quality in our area,
so we annually look forward to the con-
vention and other miscellaneous trips to
the Red Wing area.

I believe Deb will be writing you with
respect to her separate interests and for-
warding a picture as the Auction Commit-
tee Chairperson. | look forwand to seeing
you in July.

Vice President
Rich Cronemeyer
Rich Cronemeyer
is a charter member
of the RWCS, he has
presented seminarsat
past conventions on
canning jars, cata-
logs, and spittoons/
cuspidors. He has
collected Red Wing stoneware since find-
ing a 5 gallon Large Wing crock in his
grandmothers basement in 1968. He par-
ticularly enjoys collecting spittoons and
sewer pipe pieces. Rich is an physician
El;acticing diagnostic radiology in Kansas
y.

Secretary
Ann Busse

Ann Busse is a
resident of Sy-
camore, [Landisa
speechinstructorat
Kishwaukee Col- |
lege, Malta, IL. She
joined RWCS in °
1985, after attend-
ing Dick Houghton's auction on the Sun-
day after the convention. Interest started
in stoneware collecting after buying a 3-
gallon salt glaze "torpedo” jug at an auc-
tion, and really became "addicted" to Red
Wing after seeing all that stoneware at
Dick's auction.

Treasurer
Jerry Flicek
Born in Rice
County near New
Prague, Minne-
sota. Direct de-
scendent of first
settlers in New
- Prague area.
Graduate of New
Prague High School. First job was trapper
warden for Division of Game and Fish.
Enlisted as private in the United States
Air Corps in January 1942. Retired as
Colonel USAF in 1972. Intemnationally
recognized missile and space pioneer air
crew member during World War I, com-
manded several military organizations in-
volved in missile and space research and
development.

Display
Committee
Jeff & Ruby
Benson

Jeff & Ruby
Benson live in
Prescott, Wiscon-
sin, about 20 miles
from Red Wing.
We started collect-
ing in 1985. We collect mainly stoneware,
especially birchleaf pieces and chicken

feeders. We are active in the Cannon
Valley Collectors Club. We did a display
in 1989 and have helped out in the display
room ever since. We were elected to chair
the display room and say hello.

ber of the Red
Wing Collectors
Society, past presi-
dent of the Can- *

non Valley chapter,

and this year its chairperson of the Educa-
tion Committee. He owns "Larry's Jugs",
a shop in Red Wing that specializes in Red
Wing items. He enjoys sharing his knowl-
edge and experiences of collecting, and
has participated in every convention
through seminars, displays, or as a ban-
quet speaker. He is co-author of three
books: Red Wing Stoneware, Red Wing
Collectibles, and Help for Kids Under-
standing Their Feelings about Moving.
He is currently Vice-President of Edina
Realty in Minneapolis.

Drometer

Chuck is a na-
tive of Cannon
Falls and lived
within 22 miles of
the Red Wing Pot-
tery for 56 years.
He also has been a member of the Na-
tional Society for 15 years.

- He has taken part in many of the
educational seminars: Stoneware Identifi-
cation and The World of Miniatures, be-
ing two of them.

Dale Erickson and Chuck started the
Cannon Valley Red Wing Collector Club,
which now has about 110 members and is
a very active club.

Hope to see you all at the convention.
If you have any good suggestions please let
me know about them. I do need help.

Historian
Rachael Morris

Rachael and
her husband,
Cecil, are semi-re-
tired and now live
in Red Wing. She :
is active as an an- {
tique dealer and
also is a collector
of Red Wing. Years ago, requests from a
repeat buyer for "thick, heavy, sponged"
bowls, caught her attention, and she be-
came aware that Red Wing itéms were
certainly collectible — and still are!

She currently is the Historian for the
Red Wing Collectors Society, and col-
lects, files, and stores any memorabilia
pertaining to the Red Wing Collectors
Society. This includes putting together a
library of the 1992 educational seminar
video tapes, and also the tapes from the
upcoming convention seminars. A listing
of these tapes and the procedure to borrow
(use) them, will be published in the News-
letter. These each contain a wealth of
interesting information for all of you to
appreciate.

Auction ¢
Committee
Debbie Olson

Ijoined the Red
Wing Collector's
Society in 1981.
During the ensu-
ing years I have met
a lot of interesting
people and devel-
oped some very important friendships.
The Red Wing Collector's Society Con-
vention has become a meeting place for
people from various backgrounds and in-
terests to share information.

My husband, Barney, and I live in
Galesburg, Illinois. We have four chil-
dren. [ keep myself busy by attending
auctions to look for Red Wing Pottery,
Wau Pottery, Primitive Fumiture, and
various other antiques to decorate our
home with, as well as to resell.

Commemora-
tive Committee
Larry Roschen

My wife Kathy
and I began collect-
ing Red Wing pot-
tery in 1980. We
caught the bug
from my parents. -
They asked me to
purchase a copy of "Clay Giants" for them,
and I read the book several times over
before giving it to them. I soon bought
several Red Wing pieces; they were sup-
posedly for my parents but we ended up
keeping them. Over the years the collabo-
rative yel competitive experiences in Red
Wing collecting added a great deal to our
relationship with my parents.

Qur Red Wing collecting interests are
primarily stoneware in general and certain
lines of dinnerware. One of our goals is to
find a dinner plate, teapot, pitcher, and
salt and pepper from each Red Wing din-
nerware pattern. We joined the RWCS in
1980 and have attended every convention
since then. It's been my pleasure 10 give
seminars on teapots and salt and peppers
as part of the Education Day activities at
several past conventions.

With both of us
being Red Wing
natives, we have
always loved and
taken pride in our
city and its’ history.
However, collecting Red Wing Stoneware
has only been a part of our lives for the last
13 years.

Our first introduction to Red Wing
Pottery was a gopher on a football, given
to us by her father, which had been in his
family for many years. Shortly after that,
several friends talked me into taking a trip
down tothe stonewaredump todigthrough
mountains of shards hoping to find an
unbroken treasure. From that moment
on, we were hooked. The hobby had be-

A W

.

Since that time, our collecting inter-
ests have grown to include lunch hour
pieces, early salt glaze, rare and unusual
pieces, cookie jars, and Red Wing memo-
rabilia.

Being convention chairpersons the last
three years has been a learning experience
for us by meetingnew friends fromall over
the United States who come to the con-
vention.

Membership
Committee
Ken & Dee Dee
Gorgan

We  always
liked antiques and
would go to old
farmauctionstotry .
to buy old things at

reasonable prices.

Your Home
Away
From Home!

PHONE (612) 388-3568
Jim & Joyce

One time back in 1979 we purchased our
first piece of Red Wing, a 5 gallon wing
shoulder jug for 50 cents. It was love at
first sight.

One year later we purchased Lyndon
Veil's book: The Clay Giants. After seeing
page after page of the different things that
were made by the Red Wing factories we
became Red Wing Pottery addicts. In 1981
we joined the Red Wing Collectors Soci-
ety and attended our first convention.
There we made many lasting friendships
and have come back to Red Wing for the
convention every year since.

The driving force behind our addic-
tion to the Red Wing Collectors Society is
knowing that Red Wing Wares are being
preserved forever. Either by being a part of
someone's personal collection or by be-
coming a part of the museums inventory.

Have fun at this years convention.

"East" Representative
Pat Murphy .

My interests in pottery began at least
twenty years ago when my hobby was
plants. Plants need pots and [ was tired of
the same old boring pots in the stores. I
was interested in finding pots with unique
designs for my plants. I would go to garage
sales, antique shows, and flea markets
looking for just the right pot.

Of course my wife's and my interests
sparked after finding a water cooler for
only seven dollars, and all of our friends
wanted one just like it.

Before long we discovered people who
collected pottery and interesting stories to
tell about their pottery.

... maybe both.

Ifyou have any questions or comments
about the Red Wing Collectors Society or
the Newsletter don't hesitate to contact
me at (708) 231-3973 or 30W536 Arbor
Lane, West Chicago, IL.60185; and happy
hunting from your representative east of
the Mississippi River,

llw“tﬂ
Representative
Sandy Short

Con and I
started married life
with (and still use
daily) a set of
Round-up dinner-
ware. In 1975 son
Dave found a bro-
ken 25 gallon crock. He and Con glued it
together and the search for more was on.
We now look for salt glaze, North Dakota
advertising pieces and animals. We have
presented several seminars and displayed
our animals at the convention.

I teach in the Chapter 1 program at
Beach High School. 1 am membership
chairman for the North Dakota Pottery
Collectors Society. Con and 1 have two
grandchildren and three children who
along with their spouses have inherited
our "insanity" and desire for Red Wing
Stoneware.

I have appreciated any information I
have received from members west of the
river. If you have any needs or concems,
youcan reachmeat Box 14, Beach, ND or
701-822-3236.
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Y CREEKVALEY
Gampground

Drrassen’s

@b@@ N

Restaurant specializes in Buffalo Burgers!
Located 6 Miles South of Red Wing
on State Highway 58
Routs 4, Red Wing, Minn. 55086

612/388-3998

Horseback
Rides

By Appointment
Call 385-0837

Horse-Drawn
Wagon Rides

By Appointment
Call 923-4547

CANNON VALLEY
RED WING
COLLECTORS
CLUB
Welcomes Red Wing
Collectors Society
Members to the
1993 Conwvention!

Have A Great Time!
T —— "J

most advanced colielctor.

- BUY -

'SJ

UGS

751 Wilkinson Street
Red Wing, Minnesota 55066

QOur unique shop specializes in Red Wing stoneware and pottery. Our
inventory includes items for the beginning collector to items for the

— SELL -

— TRADE -

CONVENTION HOURS - JULY 3-11
8 AM.to 6 PM.
PLUS SPECIAL EVENING HOURS
(TUES., WED., FRIL.) OPEN UNTIL 9 P.M,
612-388-3331




About other chapters ...

Rocky Mountain
Bob Deden

7722 S. Harrison Cr.
Littdeton, CO 80122
303-771-0480

We currently have a member-
ship of twenty active members
and are looking to expand. Any-
one wishing to join us can contact
me or Bob Stapel.

We meet bi-monthly. In addi-
tion, we hold an annual picnic in
July and a party at Christmas. We
created our first commemorative
in 1990 which was produced by a
local potter. Our 1991 and 1992
commemoratives were produced
by Robinson California Pottery.

Cannon Valley
David Halstrom

501 Hallstrom Dr.
Red Wing, MN 55066
612-388-5744

Member total: 106 (as of 5/23/
93)

Activities: * Yearly antique
show (or auction), * summer pic-
nic * monthly meeting held 1st
Tuesday every month - in Can-
non Falls, Red Wing, and
Northfield * window displays dur-
ing convention week (Goodhue
County National Bank and
Josephson's Clothing), * Christ-
mas party, * helps convention com-~
mittee with various jobs during
convention.

Commemorative: Yes - yearly

Iowa Contact (officers have not
been elected)

Corrine Reed

2808 Vine st.

West Des Moines, IA 50265
515-225-3024

Our currentmembership in the
Iowa Chapter is 159 members.

Our yearly activities include the
publication of a newsletterin Janu-
ary and August, the production of
an annual commemorative, and
meetings in April, July, and Octo-
ber which include a varety of
activities. Anyone wishing to join
the chaptermay contact Corrinne
or Lowell Reed.

Nebraska

Donna McGilvrey
14742 Madison Circle
Omaha, NE 68137
402-895-9480

The Nebraska chapter is inac-
tive.

Wisconsin

Pete Pavloski

3811 10th St. So.

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
715-423-4683

Members: 25

Activities: * 1 or 2 meetings *
last year a tour of a pottery.

Commemorative: yes, 1992
was the 1st one

Plan to attend the Wisconsin
Chapter Meeting at the Red Wing
Convention.

Michigan
Michael Zaeske
616-372-3337

Members: No official count
Activities: * Sporadic meetings
at antique malls or homes.
Commemorative: no
Membership information: Red
Wing Collectors Society Inc. -
Michigan Chapter, P.O. Box 643,
Oshtemo, MI 49077-0643

The Red Wing Collectors Soci-
ety, Inc., is an organization which
promotes the collecting of Red Wing
and American pottery. Founded in
1977, the Society has members in
48 states and Canada. Membership
is open to all persons interested in
collecting American pottery/stone-
ware.

The highlight of the Society year
is the annual 3-day convention held
on the second full weekend of July
in Red Wing, Minnesota. Educa-
tion is a special component of the
convention with a full day being
devoted to seminars on Red Wing
and U.S. porttery. Displays with an
educational motif are also setup for
viewing during the convention. Ac-
tivities of the convention include a
show and sale, auction, banquet,
business meeting, and other special
events.

A special commemorative piece
isissued for each convention. These
highly sought after pieces are made
in limited quantity and are available

Membership Information

only to Society members.

The Red Wing Collectors Soci-
ety also publishes a newsletter is-
sued 6 times per year. Each issue
contains feature articles, a section
on state chapter activities informa-
tion on new finds in collecting and
a place for ads.

State chaptersofthe Societyhave
been organized in several states in-
cluding Arizona, California, Colo-
rado, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Nebraska, Washington and Wis-
consin. These chapters meet sev-
eral times throughout the year.

Membership to the Society is
§15 peryear. Additionalimmediate
family members living at the same
address maybe included atno addi-
tional charge. Family members
wishing to purchase their own con-
vention commemorative, however,
must purchase individual member-
ships. One membership per person.
Contact the Red Wing Collectors
Membership Committee at Box
124, Neosho, WI 53059.

Southwest Redwingers
Ken Williamson
602-789-0764

Members: 20 active members

Activities: Trips, picnic or lun-
cheon, Christmas party, shows,
monthly newsletter "On the Wing"

Commemorative: yes

Person to contact for member-
ship: Mary Ann Cleary, Member-
ship, 2746 S. Pennington, Mesa,
AZ 85202, (602) 820-4526

Puget Sound

The Puget Sound Chapteris a
little unique in that it has, at least
this year, co-presidents, Jessie &
Wally Armstrong. We have 38
members living between Olympia
and Monroe, Washington, a dis-
tance of about 85 miles. We also
have a member in Anaheim, CA
and 2 in Red Wing, MN. We hold
our meetings in members homes
and alternate between north Puget
Sound and south Puget Sound.
We meet every other month on
the first Sunday of the month. In
1988 we got our first commemo-
rative and have had one every year
since. Ours come out in Decem-
ber and say "Merry Christmas"
on them.

We always welcome anyone
who is interested in Red Wing
and the persons to contact for
membership are: Wally or Jessie
Armstrong, 24129 Old Owen
Road, Monroe, WA 98272 or
Paulette Ostrem, 19202 4th Drive
SE, Bothell, WA 98012.

Golden State
Members: 28 paid members
Activities: four to six each year
Commemorative: yes
Membership contact Denny
Decker, 3624 Springer Ct., Wal-
nut Creek, CA 94598, (510) 945-
6613 or Mike Robinson, 1970 W.
Bowman Rd., Stockton, CA
95206, (209) 463-5179

Gopher

The Gopher Chapter was es-
tablished October 7th, 1978 and
has remained active since that
tme. The Chapter meets each
month, alternating between Sat-
urday afternoons and Thursday
evenings, usuallyin the Twin City
or Red Wing area. Meetings are
usually held at the home of a host
member, or occasionally ata pub-
lic place such as a restaurant or
library. The main purpose of our
meetingsis to socialize with friends
and fellow collectors. Our infor-
mal format allows plenty of time
to ask questions and enjoy casual
conversation with other collec-
tors. A typical meeting will in-
clude a brief business meeting, a
silent auction, show and tell time,
and an informational presenta-
tion by the host or another m=m-
ber.

Any RWCS member is wel-
come to belong to the Gopher
Chapter. Chapter dues are paid
on an annual basis and are $12 for
an individual membership or $15
for joint membership. Renewals
are due January of each year.
Members receive a 2-page
monthly Gopher Chapter news-
letter, which includes minutes of
the previous meeting, location of
the upcoming meeting along with
directions and a map, and other
announcements and information.

Members are also entitled to
purchase the annual Gopher
Chapter commemorative. Past
commemoratives include: 1990
Gopher on a Stump, 1991 Little
Brown Jug, 1992 Spongeware
Advertising Bowl] (along with three
optional companion bowls), and
the 1993 Miniature Sewer Pipe.
The 1991 piece was made for the
Chapter by the Red Wing Stone-
ware Co. and the other years by
Artists in the Park. There are 1993
commemoratives available fornew
members.

Please consider this your invi-
tation to join the Gopher Chap-
ter. Current officersinclude: presi-
dent, John Sagat; treasurer, Kathy
Allen; membership: Jay Juergens;
vice president, Gary Antoline;
secretary, Deanna Juergens; li-
brarian, Gerry Nehotte.

For membership information,
contact Jay Juergens, 10666
Vessey Road, Bloomington, MN
55437-2765. (612) 881-1676

=~

Post

Antiques & Collectibles
10 miles North of Red Wing
on Hwy. 61 to Co. Rd. 7
Welch, MN
Hours during convention week
Sat. & Sun. 10a.m.-6 p.m.

Or — By Appointment
Lots of pottery and large
assortment of miscellaneous
antiques.

Phone 612-388-2993

G. & V. Rahman

CUSTOM RED WING AFGHAN

Country Side
Antique Mall

Cannon Falls, MN
Old Hwy. 52 South

40 Dealers — Antiques, Col-
lectibles, Red Wing Stone-
ware, Art Pottery, Dinnerware

Located 20 miles west of
Red Wing. Take Hwy. 19
west to Cannon Falls —
south at stop light, 1 mile

HOURS: Mon.-Sat., 9:30 - 5:30
Sunda;hﬁ a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
7-263-0352

Available in Blue, Cranberry,
and Hunter with a natural
background. 100% washable
cotton — 50”x60’. $49.95

St. James Shopping Court
406 Main Street Red Wing, MN

(612) 388-6631




THE RED WING CLAY INDUSTRY

How it all began

by John Schwartau
Red Wing, Minnesota

Joseph Hancock, the first permanent
white citizen of Goodhue County and the
founder of the Goodhue County Historical
Society wrote a History of Goodhue County
in 1893. He wrote that, "It was known to
some of the early settlers that John Paul, a
farmer in the north part of Goodhue had a
little factory covered with turf where he
made crocks" etc.

In the 1909 History of Goodhue County
by H. C. Cooper Jr. and Co. similar infor-
mation appears but the name given is J.
Pohl. The confusion has continued since.

There should be evidence to solve the
confusion and indeed there was.

The sources of documentary evidence
are the files of the Goodhue County His-
torical Museum, the official Minnesota and
U.S. Census material found at the Red
Wing Public Library, the Minnesota His-
tory Center, the Shakopee Community
Library and the National Archives at Wash-
ington D. C. The real estate records, mar-
riage and birth records at the County Re-
corders offices of Goodhue and Scott Coun-
ties, The St. John's Lutheran Church records
at the Goodhue Co. Museum. The military
records are from the Wisconsin State His-
torical Society.

After more than a year of research the
evidence is in, the puzzle is together and
Joseph Hancock had it right — JOHN
PAUL was the potter.

1 will now proceed to list the evidence in
chronological order.

Our research began at the Goodhue
Co. Historical Museum. We found the
copy of the Caroline A. Danielson Morgan
brief essay entitled "The Beginning of the
Clay Industry." We also found her brief
autobiography. Both of these were written
by herat the request of the Goodhue County
Historical Society. A copy of the report of
her death in the Zumbrota News was also
there.

It seemed that the biography and obitu-
ary gave great credibility to the content of
the essay. The essay has been in the files for
about 60 years. I think it is a gem.

H. H. Danielson was one of the very
early settlers to acquire land in Goodhue
Township. He bought the #.1/2 of the
NE1/4 of Sec. 3 in 1855. Their first child,
Caroline A. Danielson was born June 22,
1857. She married Minor C. Morgan on
December 31, 1884 and died February 20,
1939 at 81 years of age. Her obituary re-
ferred to heras a "Grand old lady ... one of
Goodhue County's oldest pioneers and the
last surviving Civil War widow in the area
and thelast memberof Zumbrota Women's
Relief Corps." Both her fatherand husband
were Civil War Veterans.

Caroline Morgan wrote, "In 1861, a
German named John Paul, who was a pot-
ter by trade, came into the neighborhood.
He had learned his trade in Germany and
knew at once that the material was potter's
clay. At this time it was decided to build a
new school house in place of the one that
stood on the corner at the crossroads known
as the Nels Skramstad place. Mr. Paul
bought the old school house and grounds
and proceeded to convert the building into
a small pottery. He also built a small kiln.
Despite the fact thatall work had to be done
by hand and man power and the raw mate-
rials was notof the best Mr. Paul succeeded
in carrying on in a small way.

He operated the bench he made by a
treadle. He worked the clay with a paddie
until it became soft and pliable so he could
mold it into the shape of articles he in-
tended to make. The glazing he prepared in
a small vat.

We went by the place every day on our
way to and from school and often stopped
and watched him work. It was very interest-
ing to see him prepare a lump of clay, weigh
it, and place it on a disk or table, put the
wheel in motion and proceed to shape a jar
or jug, dipping his fingers in a nearby vessel
of water to make the article smooth and
shapely. He was very skillful and knew his
trade well." (End of direct quote.)

Those were some of the memories of an
eyewitness!

Thefirst official document of John Paul's
presence is the warranty deed dated July
23, 1862 for the purchase of the 3/4 A.

school site that Caroline wrote about. It is
recorded in Book R of Deeds on page 42 at
the Goodbue Co. Courthouse, consider-

ation $75.50. It was located at the SE
corner of the SW1/4 of Section 3. The new
school was built 1/2 mile further south so
Caroline and her sisters and brothers now
had to walk more than 1-1/2 miles 1o school.

The micro-filmed Minnesota Census
records at the Red Wing Public Library
show that John Paul, living alone, was
counted in Goodhue Township on May
26, 1865. He was listed just below the H.H.
Danielson family where Caroline A. was
listed as the eldest of five children. They
were close neighbors.

The military documents from the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin show that
Joseph Pohl gave his occupation as farmer
and his residence as Cross Plains, Wiscon-
sin when he enlisted in the Union Army.
They also show that he was mustered outat
Washington D.C. on June 26, 1865. They
WERE two different persons.

On the 15th of August, 1867 Joseph
Pohl and wife Agnes purchased 80 A, in
Section 4 of Feathersione Township, re-
corded in Mortgage Book 14, page 421 on
Sept. 3, 1867. The family owned, added 10
and farmed this land for about a century.

Joseph Pohl was listed in 1874 Minne-
sota Illustrated Atlas as a patron. His occu-
pation as farmer and that he arrived in
Minnesota in 1867.

1 have lived in Featherstone Township
all of my life, always within 4-1/2 miles of
both the John Paul and Joseph Pohl loca-
tions.

I have known members of the Pohl
family for years and interviewed some of
them in the course of this resarch. They
were helpful but quite certain that Joseph
Pohl was never a potter. In additon 1o
farming the Pohl family did custom thresh-
ingin the area. They threshed for my grand-
parents.

John Paul and Margaret Liebe were
married by the Rev. Christian Bender on
Sept. 6, of 1868. The marraige is recorded
at the Courthouse as well as in the records
of St. John's Lutheran Church of Red Wing,

On February 27, 1869 John Paul and
wife Margaret signed amortgage of §96.00.
She signed her name Maget. The repay-
ment schedule provided that it be paid in
three installments with earthenware at 12¢
per gallon. It was filed in Book 18 of Mort-
gages, page 340. The total payment was
thus to be 800 gallons of earthenware ca-

pacity.

In the United States Census of 1870
John Paul, occupation listed as POTTER,
his wife Margaret and three children were
counted in Goodhue Township on August
18. The eldest child was born in Pennsyiva-
nia as was Mrs. Paul. The youngest was but
6 months old.

On September 14, 1871 a daughter,
Emma was born to John and Margaret
Paul. The father's occupation was listed as
POTTER on page 16 of Book 1 - Births.
This was shortly after they began recording
births at the Courthouse. This is the last
official record of John Paul that we found in
Goodhue County.

On September 27, 1881 the property,
being tax delinquent, was sold for taxes to
Red Wing Stoneware Co. for §4.22,

We began a search for him elsewhere.
We failed to find him in the 1880 U.S.
Minnesota Census Soundex, a phonetic
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index at the Minnesota History Center. In
Washington D.C. at the National Archives
we searched the 1880 census of all the
states surrounding Minnesota and east to
Pennsylvania where Mrs. Paul was born
and failed to find him. No 1890 Census
records are available as they were destroyed
in a fire. Afier 2! days of searching we
began to check the 1890 records and found
John Paul and family in Shakopee, Minne-
sotal

The first evidence we found of his pres-
ence in Shakopee was the birth of a son
Dec. 20, 1873. Parents Johnand Margareth
Paul and the occupation of the father was
POTTER. Filed in Book A, page 19 line
B84.

The reason we had missed John Paulin
the 1880 soundex was that his age was
recorded incorrectly. When we found the
1880 census information his occupation
was listed as brick mason. Reading the
newspapers we found that there had been a
frenzy of building in Shakopee and sur-
rounding area and with other sources of
earthen ware developing that no doubt
brick mason was a more profitable occupa-
tion.

In the 1890 Census John Paul was
counted on June 1 — age 80, his wife's age
was 58. She was the Mother of nine chil-
dren of which seven were living. The home
had been transferred to his wife,aMargareth
in 1896. Five children were living at home,
all were employed. The home was on lots 8
and 9 of block 19 on First Street.

John Paul died on June 26, 1900. He is
buried in Valley Cemetery in Shakopee in
an unmarked grave with his wife Margaret
who died in 1916. Their son, Peter is bur-
ied next to them and has a marker on his
grave,

A considerable amount of time was
devoted to the pursuit of census, military
and real estate documents. Evenso I find it
interesting that no one had done it before.

John Paul continued operating his small
pottery in Goodhue Township for about 10
years. The land was prairie so although the
clay was there he needed wood for fuel and
water to carry on the process. Neither were
close at hand, but he persisted.

He demonstrated that it was possible to
make fine earthenware and stoneware from
the local clay. There can be no doubt that
his work as a potter here contributed to the
development of the major local industry.
The site of John Paul's pottery was within
the clay-pit area which served Red Wing
Stoneware, Minnesota Stoneware and
North Star Stoneware. Later it was used by
the Red Wing Sewer Pipe Company. It is
now a huge pit covered with trees and
brush.

The clay industry provided employ-
ment for many people. It benefitted those
who produced the ware and of course also
those who purchased and used the ware.
Not the least are those of us who appreciate
the fine specimens that we find and trea-
sure.

We owe John Paul our appreciation.

Much appreciation to my wife Bernice for her
help with research, davghter Tudy for her input
and to all of the helpful custodians of the records
nwolved
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