RED WING COLLECTORS SOCIETY

s Dead

By ARLIN ALBRECHT
DRE Maoaging Editor |

Red Wing Potteries died quletly Thursday — 90 years all-
er the firm began and 85 days after its producllon workers
took to the picket lines.

The death scene was the company offices in the rambllng
old factory on W. Main st. Eighteen shareholders arrived sin-
gly and in twos and threes to vote 27,115 to 490 in favor of lig-
uidating the firm that has made Red Wing known around the
world.

The closing and sale of the Polteries appears cerlain lo

be the Iargeat single economic disaster here in uveral dec-
ades.

The overwhelnfing vote to liquidate means that a petition
will be flled In district court — probably sometime «ql week
— asking the judge to appoin’' a recelver. |
~ Once a recelver 13 appolnted, the company will have been |
taken out of the hands of the officers and directors. The re-

ceiver's job will be to sell all assets and get as much mnncy_
as possible for the shareholders.

~ There's no way 1o know how !ong Ilquldaunn wlll thke -
pmslbly & year or longer. i

s e RS Unless the recelver dﬂldns ntherwl‘ue lhr l'ﬂlh'ﬂ:l‘! -mh-g- TRy
o S .'ﬁ rooms will continue open here and in St. Paul and !laptd S
City, 8. D., so long as merchandise Is avallable.
| I‘Icltﬂlnl ol the sajesroom here continues mdny. hnul LLE

Complete text of Ciﬁnm
Committee statement on page 8.

M did yesterday during the shareholders’ mectlng |
 As the shareholders arrived, their names were checked off

the master list. The list contained 187 names and represented
~ all 31,444 outstanding shares of slock. -

The volers who filed upstairs for the meellng repreucnlul

27,805 shares. Among (hese ahuru were lhe llwhle holdings
of the Gillmer family

Prlor to the meeting, some o! !he directors ullherrd in
| . Tum to POT'!‘EMEH mea o
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) Greetings!
L
On behalf of the City of Red Wing, | would like to formally

\ invite you, your families, and special guests to our commu-
Y nity for your sixteenth annual convention.

¢
Keep coming! We all love you in Red Wing and will do

» Wwhatever is necessary to make your stay comfortable and
your meetings successful.

While in Red Wing, be sure to take time to enjoy the
natural beauty of the Mississippi River and bluffs as well as
g Visit our restoration projects and shopping centers.

Thanks for coming and please keep coming back.

On the cover

The summer of 1992 marks the
25th Anniversary of the labor dis- |
pute that ultimately closed the Red l
Wing Potteries, Inc. The strike of
1967 was a painful reminder of the
delicate nature of labor-manage-
ment relations. This Supplement
contains extensive reprints of origi-
-nal newspaper accounts of those
difficult days.

1992 also marks the 100th Anni-
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today's stoneware collectors.

The Red Wing Collectors Soci-
ety 1s proud to announce the pur-
chase of the Eddie Swanson Me-
morial Collection. On behalf of the

Membership Committee
Convention Committee

Society, this collection has been [| Display Committee ...
donated to the Goodhue County § pyblicity Committee ...................
Historical Society. Although the || Auction Committee . ...

tours of the new facility during the
Convention is only of the building
itself, it will become the perma-
nent home of this collection some-
time this fall.

~ “,“

Started in 1977, this organization is
dedicated to the collection and preser-
vation of Red Wing and other Ameri-
can stoneware and pottery. The goals
are to research the history of pottery in
America, to share that information, to
establish a network of collectors, to
bring collectors together at an annual
convention, andtoencourage thebuy-
ing, selling and trading of stoneware
and pottery. We look to expand the
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Chronology of Pottery Manufacturing

in Red Wing _
P o i..l.e r i es Jogeph Pohl | 1860
Philleo Potteries and Terra Cotta Works approx. 1863-1880
| I d Red Wing Stoneware Company 1877-1906
S D e CI Minnesota Stoneware Company 1883-1906
e L North Star 1892-1896
e Union Stoneware 1894-1906
g ot s ot g v ek o (organized to sell the ware of the 3 companies listed above)
o i B Red Wing Union Stoneware Company 1906-1936
= veeg e i .t e (This was the combination of the Red Wing and Minnesota
Swoneware Companies
R e B Name changed to Red Wing Potteries 1936
. o tams g Closing of pottery manufacturing 1967
" T oo o s wonegl | eI B P R S T S e iy e (e
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..... Ken and DeeDee Gorgan
Dave and Diane Hallstrom

Red Wing Collectors
Socilety, Inc.

public's awareness of stoneware and
pottery not only as an art formbutasa
historical reflection of American cul-
ture. By-laws have been established in
order to promote our goals, to enhance
friendships among collectors, to re-
cruit new members, to support our
elected officials, and to be at all times
a credit to our organization. (Preamble
to By-Laws).
Membership for 1992, 4,000.

Red Wing

Welcome to the beautiful City of Red
Wing, Minnesota and the 1992 Red
Wing Collector's Society Convention.
As a long time member of the Red
Wing Collector's Society, I annually
look forward to my visit to Red Wing.
Notonly is Red Wing the city that gave
its name to our mutually fostered ad-
diction — Red Wing Stoneware — but,
as I'm sure you will agree, it is one of
the most beautiful cities you'll ever
visit.

This year's convention promises to

be the best ever. Both Debbie and I

look forward to meeting new members
and renewing old friendships.

As I embark on my new job as Presi-
dent of the Society I ask that all of you
remember our good friend Dennis

Yaeggi. Dennis’ recent untimely pass-
ing leaves a void in the society that will
bedifficult, if not impossible to fill. Qur
thoughts and prayers go out to Nona
and Sara Jo, |

Please come up and introduce your-
self to me at the convention and have
a good time in Pretty Red Wing.

Your Invitation to Membership
in the Red Wing Collectors

Society...

What you receive for your

membership fee:

® A subscription tothe Newsletter

® First-hand information on new
finds and discoveries

® Informatioin on new books written on Red Wing
® An attractive, personalized membership card

The privilege of:

® Attending the national convention and taking part in its many

activities

® Purchasing acommemorative piece

® Attending state chapter meetings

APPLICATION FORM

Please start my membership and subscription with the next issue

of the Newsletter.
Enclosed is a check for

(Make remittance payable to Red Wing

Collectors Society, Inc. Membership fee is $15.00 per year.)

Name

AIIBBE st Ry

StAte e ZID

Return to: Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc.

Ken & Dee Dee Gorgan

P.O. Box 124, Neosho, WI 53059
[1Dinnerware [JArtPottery []General

My collecting interests are: [} Stoneware



Y | J] &ARed Wing’s
gomer Drug and
| | linic Pharmacy

Founded 1977 - Service with a smile

Third & Bush Streets,
Red Wing

DENNIS YAEGGI N »
. ey i Phone 388-3521

' Open Seveﬁ Days A Week

In six days Dennis went from an emergency craniotomy to his final
expiration on June 9. A fast-growing, silent brain tumor quietly
‘let him slip away from us. Dennis never knew what happened to
himself. He was spared all knowledge of his fate. For a man who
loved to dicker, this was a Pretty good deal with his Maker.

Dennis’s first convention was in 1978. His quest for both c
- knowledge and acquisition was great. The passion only grew | BROILER
_ stronger in the following years. He participated in presenting '
5 educational seminars and setting up displays of his stoneware. 1In )

¥ | 1990 he found himself being elected vice-president of the R.W.(C.S.
That followed suite with the presidency this vyear. -

Whether you knew Dennis as a friend, conversationalist, or worthy

adversary, he made an impression on people. It is this spirit of
Dennis that we will best remember. -

Dally
Luncheon Specials

"Never forget me, but remember all the things we have meant to ) Open 24 HOUFS
each other and all the good and bad times we have gone through

together. For as we have shared things in life so shall we share ' 915 West Main
¢ the same things when we join hands on the great judgement day. So A
9 until then I shall say good-bye and fear not, as the time passes )
| - and you will have no more Sorrow, but just a knowledge that I am \

happy with the one who has borrowed us to each other as long as he
has."

LIBERTY’S

RESTAURANT
& LOUNGE

Decor of Red Wing
Yesteryear.

So the next time you’re at an auction and you're looking for that

guy who just raised you one, think of Dennis. Because right now,
he’s got the highest bid.

In accordance with Dennis’s love of stoneware, memorials in his - ¢

name may be made to the Goodhue County Historical Society Museum,
1166 Oak Street, Red Wing, MN 55066.

Collectors!

Open Daily 8 a.m.
to 12 Midnight

388-8877

3rd & Plum St.
Downtown Red Wing

Contributions might also be directed to the American Cancer
Society, Box 26555, Milwaukee, WI 53226, or your local chapter.

g

Welcome

WELCOME COLLECTORS!
FARIBO WOOLENS FACTORY STORE

)
2y
&

PARKWAY MOTEL

Restaurant Next Door

|

: mi ti Heated Pool
v [X i Red Wln Limited Edition
h / s s g’ COMMEMORATIVE | Welcome Collectors
/S STOOSSARE Collectors! RED WING CROCK THROW e T
N : e TRy )5 -
(& | DISPLAY ATOUR | Serving Red Wing SPQC“;&; i e 5@)2 - Call For I;;;e;vza;l‘lons
S =] DOWNTOWN Bince 1598 AVAILABLE BEGINNING JULY 7 012-388-
= - SHOP! X Don’t miss out, only a limited number are available!
= 8 = Hallstrom & Son POTTERY PLACE
— é Florists 2000 W. MAIN HOURS
e = - RED WING, MN MON.-FRI. . 98
:1..__ @ ;*"': @ Hallstrom Drive 388-7178 1st FLOOR NEXT TO SATURDAY . 9.6 .
— 9%):;{2:" Floral Shoppe 388-6334 GODFATHERS SUNDAY 1L& 3425 HWY. 61 NORTH

(612) 388-8857 RED WING, MN 55066




The Potter by Albert H. Olson
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- A Worrisome Strike
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It's time, In our opinion, for the Red Win; 'comm'Unl'ljr_to
start doing some serious worrying about the long continuing

strike at Red Wing Potteries. -

Now nearing the end of .its fifth .week, the strike gives no
-evidence of an-approaching. settlement. Words .were still being
spoker In anger ‘through the DRE's columns Monday. A good
deal of misfrust Is apparent between labor and management. So
far as one can determine. the two sides have engaged In very
little serlous, down-to-earth, realistic-type bargaining to date.

It would serve no purpose here to attempt any judgment of
the strike lssues or to try to assess “'blame" for the Impasse.
Really It's the difficult situation of the U.S. earthenware Indus-
try that.ls al fault. Potlorles workers are understandably un-
huppy, especially in these Ymes of Inflation and big wage boosts’
elsewhere, because Polleries wages are nol high. Al the same
time, the company has managed (o make only very modest
earnings and fnces a precarlous financlal {uture, In truth, this
Is a depressed Industry.

Imparts have hurt serlously, and (rom 2 natlonal standpolint
it probably makes little difference If Red Wing Potleries Roe's
out of business like most other poliery manulacturers In the
country. But to us In Red Wing It makes a greal deal of differ-
ence.. \ .

For Il's not only 150 jobs that are at stake. Thal In Iaelf |q
substantinl. Bul Red Wing Potteries 'k ~p major part ol our

community’'s public Imange, The Polterles anlesroom I a mng™

net with power to draw thousands of visitors from nenr and for
al nll seanons of the year. It would bo a major loss, one thint
every Ied Wingite would feel, should Red Wing Polleries gn oul

of huniness. And we think that's not Imposaible ax & reault of (he
current atrike, -

To say thix In unfair to the workers In a sense. They auoht
to have the right to bargain — nnd strike If necegsary — without
facing a conatant threat that the company wli‘l close, At the
samoe time, there are the financial realitles. T.ike manngoment,
the workers henr a responalbllity for the company's welfare.
They ought to mnke sure they have a reallatic underatanding of
the company's position, and the company oughl (o make suro
the full {acts are avallable. ‘ ‘

It I not a tenable posltion, In our view, lo argua thal, If the

Pollerles. munt-pay such low wages, Jt might as well close, The

wages aren’t really that bad. It an Individunl wants to leave to
improve his earnings clsewhere, he certainly can and should.
Jwut he should be careful about pulling down the whole house
of cards when others, hecause of parsonal clrcumatances, may
very much want these Jobs to continue for the rest of thelr work-
ing lives. ' *

It's time, we think, for & new approach lo practical, renliatle
hargalhing from both sides. If this Is not forthcoming, It amo-
tlons are running too streng, we wonder whether It would be
holpful to have an oulalde group of Red Winglites, composed al
least hall of people who ‘are actlve In the labor movement, ox-
amine the whole sltuation and make an Independent evaluallon

of whal wage lovels the company can alford withoul imperlling
- Iaexlslonce. - - - . 1 | |

by Gary Tefft

At the General Business Meeting
during the 1991 convention, the mem-
bership approved an expenditure of
$16,300 to be spread over three years,
to purchase pieces from the Eddie
Swanson Memorial collection for do-
nation to the Goodhue County Histori-
cal Society Museum.

Eddie Swanson was a collector of
locally produced folk art and craft in
Red Wing. When he died in 1955 a
memorial collection was established

in the care of the Red Wing Arts Asso- °

clation. Since 1972, the collection has

been on display at the Historical Soci-

ety museum.

The Red Wing Arts Association has
been chartered since 1953 and has
‘been an integral part of the commu-
‘nity, sponsoringart shows, workshops,
music concerts and the like. One of
their earliest fetes featured several of
the old-time potters at a demonstra-
tion of hand-tuming. They have re-
cently opened the Red Wing Arts Cen-
ter in a downtown storefront and, due

| Collectors. ..

Swanson Collection Preserved

totheirincreasingfinancialobligations.
offered the collection for sale to per-
sons or groups willing to donate it to
the museum.

The inventory included 39 pieces
and hasatotal value of $18,460 accord-
Ing tothe most recent appraisal, which
was approximately three years old.
When considering the quality of some
of the items, it is clear that the ap-
praised value could have been easily
exceeded if sold in an open, competi-
tive market for private ownership. In
keeping with the original donor's in-
tent, the Arts Association offered the
collection with the stipulation that it
be preserved forpublic view. They have
agreed that by sponsoring the dona-
tion of 10 of the most-important and
valuable of the ceramic items. the en-
tire collection will remain intact even if
they are unable to secure sponsorship

for all of the remaining pieces.

The pieces which were underwrit-
ten by the Society were: “The Potter”,
"Imnaha”, "TheSculptor's Dream” and

A

a marriage jug all by Albert Olson: a
one-half gallon jug inscribed “Robert
Jeffery, Red Wing, Aug. 4, 1884": a
molded pig; a field or monkey jug: two
North Star Stoneware Company pieces
and a crematory jar with cover.
OutgoingPresident Dan DePasquale
said, "There are three winners: The
Arts Association, by beingable to con-
tinue their mission; the Historical So-
ciety, by gaining permanent owner-
ship of some of the best pieces in their
pottery exhibit; and the Collectors So-
Clety, in being able to fulfill the pur-
pose as stated in our Preamble of fur-
thering the knowledge and preserving
the history of the pottery industry in
the United States." |
Several individual members and
chapters have indicated willingness to
make donations to cover remaining
pleces. Others interested in doing the
same can contact the Red Wing Arts
Association, 425 W. Third St. Red
Wing, MN 55066; Phone 612-388-7569.
Donations are tax deductible.

Rare Opportunity

PLATES

Historic Collector Plates handmade by Red

Wing Stoneware Company. A set of two
mited edition of 125 only.

One plate shows the Music Hall on Main
Street in 1874 (the original siif;t of
GCNB) and the other plate shows the
existing GCNB building in 1989.

Set Of fwo $6000 includes tax

ina

~ Life’s Journeys
Fake You Many Ways
. But Saving Money

:  Always Pays

;;;;;;
.......
t T

of Red Wing

Three locations in Red Wing
Main Bank
Third & Bush Fourth & Bush Red Wing Mall

612-388-2862

See our lobby display of Red Wing Collectables, all thru July

Another hand crafted product from Red

Wing Stoneware Company. It’s a jug. ..
it’s a bank... it’s a collectors item and
makes a wonderful gift.

$1 5.00 plus tax
Shipped anywhere in the U.S.

ly

National Bank

Member FDIC

Auto Bank Mall Bank
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