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able one.

Come back again!
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A very special welcome to members of the Red Wing
Pottery Collectors’ Society, families and guests.

We are pleased you have once again selected Red
Wing to be the site of your annual convention and will do
everything we can to make your stay in our City an enjoy-

| would urge you to take fime fo visit our many parks,
shopping areas and recreational facilities. A ride on the
"Princess Red Wing" or a peek at the T.B. Sheldon Auditorium
Theatre would be memorable experiences.

I know you will find our business and service' pecple
anxious fo serve you and make your visit pleasurable,

Yoaneld Dynotad

Mayor

-

Red Wing Collectors
Society, Inc.

Started in 1977, this organiza-
tion is dedicated to the collec-

tion and preservation of Red ,

Wing and other American
stoneware and pottery. The
goals are to research the history
of pottery in America, to share
that information, to establish a
network of collectors, to bring
collectors together at an annual
convention, and to encourage
the buying, selling and trading
of stoneware and pottery. We
look to expand the public's

awareness of stoneware and
pottery not only as an art form
but as a historical reflection of
American culture. By-laws have
been established in order to
promote our goals, to enhance
friendships among collectors, to
recruit new members, to sup-
port our elected officials, and to
be at all times a credit to our
organization. (Preamble to By-
Laws).

Membership in 1989 is well
over 2,000.

Greetings from the Pres:dent

I want to extend a warm
welcome to the 1989 Red Wing
Collectors’ Society Convention.
This convention is the highlight
of the year for all Red Wing
collectors. I can promise excite-
ment, adventure and beauty —
not to mention tons and tons of
stoneware to see and buy.

Without a doubt, our conven-
tion is the most fast paced and
educational convention that
anyone could possibly attend.
There is always something
going on. The convention offers
a great education day, a show
and sale that is the best in the
nation, excellent educational
displays and an auction with
incredible merchandise. Add to
this the beauty of the Red Wing
area and the warm welcome the
citizens of Red Wing give us and
what we have is a great conven-
tion.

Again, WELCOME to the 1989
convention!
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On the cover

A pottery cooking vessel from
the prehistoric Mississippian
period. These people lived in
densely populated villages
along the Cannon and Missis-
sippi rivers from about 1000
AD to approximately 1400 AD,
growing corn, squash and
beans in their rich river-bot-
tom soil. Their pottery was
typically globular with a rolled
or flaring rim, and two or four
paired handles. In this area,
their pottery was tempered
with crushed clamshell and
decorated with incised
geometric designs. This pot
was found in several frag-
ments near Spring Creek,
west of Red Wing, in the early
1900s, by some boys who
gave the fragments to Dr.
Wm. M. Sweney, an early
physician and amateur
archaeologist. Dr. Sweney
reconstructed the pot and
donated it to the Goodhue
County Historical Society.

THE ADVANCE; Dec. 10, 1884

Red Wing Stoneware

J.H. Rich, president
Employees, 75

Weekly output, 35,000 gal. of
stoneware, 7,000 flowe pots
Weekly payroll, $1,300

Full capacity of shops, 2,500,000
gal. per year

Size of shops, 150x54, 2 stories
Improvements this vyear,
$50,000

COME BACK & ENJOY THESE

SPECIAL EVENTS

September 23, 1989
HALLMARK ORNAMENT SHOW
October 7, 1989
DOLL & TOY SHOW
Qctober 13-15, 1989
DAVID JASPER’S GLASS CLINIC & ANTIQUES
November 11-12, 1989
CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW
March 31-April 1, 1990

SPRING CRAFT FAIR

SYRED WING MALL

160 Tyler Road No. Red Wing, MN 55066 388-1538
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WELCOME
! to MoOTEL
™" Red Wing . 2.,
a5z Collectors “oomsa4ma
1-800-251-1962 388-0491
Innkeepers: 1-800-843-1991
Cliff and Sandy Emery Manager: Bill Gilles

Located in the Historic Pottery District
Hwy. 61 and Withers Harbor Drive, Red Wing, MN

Rivertown
Antiques

1727 Old West Main Street
Red Wing, Minnesota

6 Dealers on 2 Floors
Nice selection of art, pottery and stoneware

Open Daily
10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. — 7 Days A Week

* Special Convention Hours: *
Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

(We also purchase Antiques and Collectables)
612-388-0394

Visa and MasterCard accepted




Courtesy of Goodhue County Historical Museumn

The Boarding House at the Clay Pits. Standing, left to rigr‘t: #2, Charley Ogren;
Johnson; #13, John Lander. Others unidentified. Seated on the ground is LewisJohnson, with
three children. Lewis was operator of the boarding house. Others unknown.

#4, Albin

Guest Speaker

Helen Bell is to be the guest
speaker at the banquet Satur-
day evening. Her topic will be
“Early years at the Pot Shops.”

Helen is a native of Red Wing
and daughter of a “Pot Shops"
worker, Daniel Bell. She retired
as Director of the School of
Practical Nursing RWAVTI in
1982.

She is currently a charter
member of the Red Wing Collec-
tors Society and editor of this
program supplement. She is
also active in Red Cross, Hedin-
Hartnagel Scholarship Fund,
advisory council of RWAVTI,
chairperson of the Women's
Studies: Committee of the
Goodhue County Historical Soci-
ety and presently writing a
history of the 125-year-old St.
Joseph's Church.

Helen is again contemplating
retirement from retirement!

Helen Bell
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Thanks... : i

to the Board members and chairpersons who \
have served the Society so well and faithfully: !
Jean Donovan, Roger Bloom, Gail DePasquale,
Bob and Gloria Sanders.

And greetings. ..

to the new members: Gary and Cindy
Antoline, Display committee; Mary Bang,
Education; Barney and Debbie Olson, Auction;
Mike Rice, Security.
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Olb Main Street
Antiques

at the Historic Pottery
2000 West Main
Red Wing, Minnesota 55066
OPEN DAILY
9:00-8:00 Monday-Friday
9:00-6:00 Saturday
11:00-6;00 Sunday
ek ]

-

20 DEALERS IN ONE STORE
LOCATED ON THE THIRD FLOOR

TO GIVE YOU A WIDE SELECTION
® FLRNITURE ® JEWELRY @ PICTURES
® GLASSWARE ~ e POTTERY e QUILTS
® PRIMITIVES o CLOCKS e COLLECTIBLES

388-1371

-

Welcome Red Wing |
Collectors Society

Visit

Yardees

Family Restaurant — Red Wing
In the historic 1906 Depot
Free Large Fry with
Purchase of Sandwich
726 Main St.

¢

LCOME COLLEC

THE HOTEL
Indulge yougself in the Victorian hospitality
of the St. James Hotel: 60 individually
decorated guest rooms 1o take you back-in
time. Enjoy complimentary champagne,
turn down service, and morning coffee
- delivered 1o vour room. Gift certificates are
available,

RESTAURANTS

® VERANDA CAFE — Overlooks the
Mississippi River. Open daily for breakfast, lunch,
dinner and desserts, and now beer and wine are
available with your meal. Dine al fresco on the
Green, weather permitting,

® PORT OF RED WING — Capture the
warmth and charm of the river boatera. Open daily
for lunch (except Sunday) and dinner. Reservations
suggested.

® SUNDAY BRUNCH ON THE SUMMIT
— 5th floor of the hotel. Panoramic view of the
Mississippi River, served from 11 a:m.-2:00 p.m.,
no reservations needed.

LOUNGES
® PORT OF RED WING — Open duily. On

Friday and Sarurday evenings enjoy our Piano Bar.

® JIMMY’S — A pub in the English tradition, Sth
floor. Open Monday-Saturday at 4 p.m. and Sunday
atlla.m.

406 MAIN STREET
RED WING, MINNESOTA 55066
(612) 388-2846

R

S —
ST. JAMES SHOPPING COURT S 7
DAHL HOUSE S Z
Women's fine apparel. ?___kej
PERMAN’S X ;
Fine women's apparel and accessories.
RED WING BOOK CO.

Regional books, new releases, children’s books, magazines
and newspapers.

M’DONA’S/WEDDING DREAMS

Feminine apparel, Bridal gowns, formal wear, and consulting.

YOUNG SET
Children’s boutique,

LEVEE

Women’s wear, maternity, and uniforms.

YANKEE PEDDLER

Quality men’s wear and accessories.

RIVER PEDDLER

Antiques and accessories — treasures of the past and present.

SHEAR PERFECTION

Contemporary full service salon for men, women and children.

UNIQUELY YOURS

Fashion accessories for women.

STEAMBOAT PARK

A gallery of select art, gifts and cards.




103 years of
serving you!

1886-1989
Fallstrom & Son
7& o ;

Be. sure to see Hallstrom Drive, Red ng

388-7178
%L.lr sltaoneware Downtown Floral Shoppe
Isplay at our 313 Bush St., Red Wing
downtown 388-6334
shop! “We give nature a helping hand”

% 8th Edition 1989

To cool your heated brow! lé:ﬁter o,
The Ice Palace built in John Rich Park, 1928 was part of the 24th Annual Convention of the 3 ec.t.ors poon...
National Ski Ass’n. and the National Ski Jumping Tournament. The structure was built of clear, 1st Edition 1982
pink and maroon ice blocks and consisted of “one room approximately 40 feet square.” Note (Vi 5“’-5“_1 3
the skier posed above the door and the two polar bears at the entrance, one clear ice, the other 2nd Edition 1983
maroon. It is not recorded as to whether or not the ice blocks were part of the winter harvest of it
ice from the Mississippi River. ' 3rd Edition 1984
(Value $9.50)
4th Edition 1985 DURING THE CONVENTION—
Red Wing Republican (Value §9.00) All Red Wing Dinnerware
Dec. 15, 1952 5th Edition 1986 reduced to °L.00 per piece
(Value $8.50)
ition 1 >
Potteries to stage ek e
ersary 7th Edition 1988 SATURDAY  8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Zes.:: i:nNnie:'N York (Value $7.50) SUNDAY 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m,

Located on
Historic Old West Main Street
Red Wing, MN ® 612-388-3562

More than 100 editors, home
furnishing authorities and
prominent decorators will be
guests of H. J. Barghusen,
president of the Red Wing Courtesy of Tootie Olson Knopic, granddaughter of the Sundbergs

Potteries, in New York Tuesday. ypis teapot was made by Frank R. Sundberg for his wife Clara

The event will take place in Baggie Sundberg. The design under “Clara” is a flower which
New York's newest and most resembles an iris or an orchid. The picture on the back is a

{isehgn%l;fe "St;?l}:ieiviﬁlggf o;fL: man riding a horse. The horse has a saddle and reins, and the F A Lc 0 N E H
prevue of the Potteries' celebra- I:'mal: ;vears a} hat and a cape. (The picture is similar to one of
tion of 75 years of pottery-mak- ' aul Revere. i
g STONEWARE

Featured at the party will be
five table settings planned by R E D WI N G '
leading interior decorator, Wil-
iam ranmann, mereting | [N{@IMbers of the Board .
today's trend in informal dining Introducing a new line of stoneware reproduc-
E;‘rg‘a‘gllz t;‘:tt;‘rslfs ‘ge:i‘;gege;‘; President: Dan DePasquale tions made in Red Wing. Historic & original pat-
the Pottery here. Vice president: Stan Bougie terns.

Barghusen is scheduled to Secretary: Gloria Sanders Featuring Collectibles & Life Size:
S?e&k briefly about the history Treasurer: Jerry Flicek * Advertising Jug % 2 Gal. Water Cooler
;ea:'seofcgagaaggndi;n I?egd lﬁin’zﬁ HiStPrian: Bonnie Tefft : girlg‘:"{:\:jsuglask : gg:\lr'nB;:eel:iS: j:lr;;
its future aims and his con- Chairpersons:, * Spongeware Cuspidor * Beater Jar
g s bt e Convention: Phyllis and Arlan Johnson % Roer Mug e ot Khrtmee

; I-lousing: Delores Cauanm * Cr:};:rwgg Eird * S;:oonlﬁ?aldrgrc
R Newsletter: David Newkirk * Pipkin Pitcher * Bread Baker

Lo _ Display: Gary and Cindy Antoline mﬁhlﬁwm Om : g;lnLc:‘l?famp

o S Education: Mary Bang " Monday-Friduy 9.5

Makes millions think. Puhll-C Relations: Helen Bell % All our reproductions are easily recognizable by our shop stamp.
gteol! might we paraphrase that Auction: Barney and Debbie Olson Fal St re, 3572 Tyler Rd. W

‘ Security: Mike Rice . g it
gr:)utfggtcg:cliag\ﬁng's day. Comm?moratives- Gary and Bonnie Tefft BRCZNo, TR 56066 — 16 e- il 10
Rasmussen 1932 " Wholesale, Retail, Custom Design




Local Headlines Tell a Story

R.W. POTTERIES IN MAJOR BATTLE FOR ITS INDUSTRIAL LIFE 5/24/57
POTTERY STRIKE SLOWS TOURISM IN RED WING 7/24/67

GILLMER NAMED RECEIVER 9/6/67
PLANT WORK POSSIBLE FOR HANDICAPPED? 11/8/67

GUIDELINES FOR PICKETS SET DOWN 8/4/67

JUDGE ISSUES RESTRAINING: TO PICKETS 8/5/67
POTTERIES, UNION STILL FAR APART 8/5/67

SAVE THE POTTERIES: LET THE PUBLIC SPEAK 8/10/67

STOCKHOLDERS NOTIFIED: GILLMER: “ALL EFFORTS HAVE FAILED"

JUDGE ISSUES INJUNCTION 8/10/67

POTTERIES LOSS WOULD HURT RED WING: IN TAXES AND TOURISTS 8/11/67
POTTERIES TALKS HELD; RESULTS ARE NOT KNOWN 8/12/67

WHEN IMPORTS HURT 8/21/67

STRIKE TALKS GO ON: NEW MEDIATION EFFORT 8/22/67
POTTERIES PICKETS HAVE EXHIBITED 8/23/67

NO PROGRESS REPORTS IN STRIKE TALKS 8/23/67

STOCKHOLDERS IN MEETING: CONSIDER LIQUIDATION 8/24/67

POTTERIES COMMITTEE MEETS WITH STRIKERS 8/26/67

POTTERIES LOSS TO BE FELT

8/26/67

POTTERIES LOCAL MEETS TONIGHT 8/28/67

COUNCIL GIVES UP 8/29/67

STRIKERS BACK LEADERS 8/30/67
PICKETS LEAVE PLANT 8/31/67
LOCAL 6-430 WORKERS SEEK NEW POSITIONS 9/1/67

Date unknown but reprinted in

editorial column of DRE 8/21/67

RW Potteries a victim

From the Rochester Post-Bulletin

It is unfortunate that the
owners and employees of the
strike-plagued Red Wing Potte-
ries haven't been able to settle
their differences.

Death of the 90-year-old firm
now appears almost certain,
marking the end of Minnesota's
once-colorful pottery-making
business, plus the loss of about
100 jobs.

Both parties in the dispute
have strong points to make —
the owners apparently feeling
that it is no longer worthwhile
risking their capital in the enter-
prise, and the employes unwill-
ing to continue working at what
they consider sub-standard
wages.

But there may be another
factor that makes both the

YOU ARE INVITED:

When: Friday, July 7th
Where:

Avenues
Time: 7-9p.m,

Live Entertainment

PARTY IN THE PARK

Red Wing Collector Society Convention Ice Cream Social, hosted
by the Red Wing Chamber of Commerce, Retailers.

Central Park on 4th Street between East and West

owners and employees unwill-
ing victions of this situation.
There have been rather strong
indications from both groups
that if the pottery-making oper-
ation folds, the pottery and
ceramics gift shop will continue
in business.

While there apparently is a
large stockpile of Red Wing-
made pottery to sell, enough for
years to come according to
some sources, there is the
opportunity to supplement and
eventually replace this supply
by importing pottery and cer-
amic gift articles from the Orient
and other foreign countires.
There is said to be a lucrative
business in such foreign
imports.

This seems to be a growing
trend nowadays — why put up
with union and production trou-
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KILNS ARE COOLING AT POTTERIES 11/9/67
R.W. INDUSTRY IS NEARING DEATH 11/9/67

STEGING: POTTERIES CAN SUCCEED (WITH HANDICAPPED) 11/10/67

FRESH LIFE AT POTTERIES? 11/11/67

8/10/67

POTTERIES RULED OUT FOR HANDICAPPED? No date given

PROBLEMS IS MONEY FOR POTTERIES 11/14/67

“NEXT STEP” ON POTTERIES TO BE MET 11/20/67
POTTERIES SALESROOM IS SOLD TO REMNICHA 2/9/68

VICTIMS OF CHANGING TIMES 3/1968 GCHNEWS
POTTERIES FACTORY ON THE BLOCK 6/27/68

NANKIVIL MOVING CO. BUYS POTTERIES PLANT 6/28/68
ARBITRATION HEARING SET FOR 7/23 7/17/68

PANEL HEARS UNION CLAIMS 7/23/68

POTTERIES DECISION IN 10 DAYS? 10/30/68

POTTERIES DECISIONS FAVOR EMPLOYEES 11/6/68
POTTERIES PAYS $29,500 TO 42 FORMER WORKERS 12/14/68
POTTERIES INJUSTICE 12/18/68

STOREHOUSE OF MEMORIES 8/11/76

THE BUSINESS IS DEAD, BUT THE BUILDING SURVIVES 8/19/76

bles when there may be as
much money to be made
another way — in this case
foreign imports. While wages of
Red Wing Potteries workers are
low by U.S. standards, they are
high in comparison with the
penny-cheap labor costs that
characterize Oriental produc-
tion. It's a sad commentary on a

way of life that forces American-

firms out of their established
business and workers out of
their chosen jobs.

A special thank you to the
staffs at the Goodhue Coun-
ty Historical Museum and at
the Red Wing Public Library
for their gracious help in the
research of material for this
supplement,

See you in Central Park. You may wish to bring a blanket to sit on
or your lawn chair, There are some park benches available.
Several Red Wing stores will be open in the evening for your
shopping convenience.
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Courtesy Polly Betterly

Can you identify this building project?

ADVANCE SUN; Oct. 31, 1888

“The potters of Red Wing will give their 1st annual ball on
Friday evening, Nov. 2, 1888, which will be the beginning of
an organized order of potters of this city. This ball will be
given annually for the assistance of fellow workmen who are
in need. The object is a worthy one and the ball should be
patronized by all. Respondence is always depended upon
from all members of this body, by other organizations, for
charitable purposes and the potters sincerely solicit the
attendance of all at their 1st movement in this direction.”

Jce BHouse
Antiques

1811 W. Main St.
388-8939
Open 10-5:30
Specializing in
Red Wing Stoneware,
Quilts, Estate Jewelry,

Glass, Furniture
& Smalls

Welcome
Red Wing Collectors

NYBO'S LANDING

welcomes
Red Wing Collectors’ Society
OPEN 6 A.M. DAILY
Breakfast ® Lunch e Dinner
— Complete Steak & Seafood Menu —

Friday Night Buffet
Shrimp, Fish, Chicken,

Salad Bar & more! s550

Red Carpet Inn & Super 8 Motel Adjacent
233 Withers Harbor Drive 388-3597
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1989 RWCS
CONVENTION
ACTIVITIES

THURSDAY
10:00-12:00 Executive Committee Meeting

12:00- Concessions available in the Bergwall
Arena Lobby

12:00-5:30 Registration — RWTI Commons
12:00- 3:00 Auction check-in — Arena Lobby

12:00- 5:30 Auction bid numbers distributed — Arena
Lobby

2:00- 5:30 Distribution of prepaid commemoratives —
RWTI Commons

3:00- 6:00 Auction viewing— Arena
6:00- Auction — Arena

P

FRIDAY
8:00-11:00 Set Up Displays —RWTI 2-130
9:00-10:15 Registration — RWTI Commons
9:00- 9:45 Orientation for Those Attending Their First I

Convention

9:00-10:00 Distribution of Commemoratives — RWTI
Commons

9:00-10:15 Sale of Educational Materials — RWTI
Commons

10:15-11:30 General Session — RWTI Commons
11:30- 3:30 Registration— RWTI Commons

11:30- 3:30 Sale of Educational Materials — RWTI
Commons

11:30- 3:30 Displays are open — RWTI 2-130

11:30- 1:00 Distribution of Commemoratives — RWTI
Commons

12:00- 1:00 Group "A" moves Show and Sale items into
the Arena

1:00- 3:20 Educational Seminars — RWTI
3:30- 4:30 Business Meeting— RWTI Commons

4:30- 5:30 Group “B” moves Show and Sale items into
the Arena

7:00- 9:00 Chamber of Commerce Party in Central Park

SATURDAY
8:00- 9:00 Set Up for Show and Sale — Bergwall Arena
9:00- 2:00 Registration — Arena
9:00- 2:00 Show and Sale — Arena
9:00- Checks from auction distributed — Arena
9:00-10:30 Distribution of Commemoratives — Arena
10:00- 1:30 Displays are open — RWTI 2-130
11:00- Distribution of Extra Commemoratives —
Arena

11:00- 2:00 Show and Sale open to public — Arena
1:30- 3:00 Display Removal
6:00- Banquet Social Hour — St. James Hotel
7:00- Banquet Serving begins — St. James Hotel !
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EDUCATION

A.M. ORIENTATION SESSION
9:00-9:45 Orientation for First-Time Convention Goers
— Mary and Otto Bang (Edina, Minnesota)
and Dave Newkirk (Monticello, Minnesota)
Room 1-107 & 1-108

This session for new members or
first-time convention-goers will
include tips on how to get the most
out of the convention and will also
provide a forum for sharing mem-
bers' expectations. Dave will share
his experiences in the founding and
history of the RWCS.

Mary and Otto are “crossover” Red
Wing collectors: they collect dinne-
ware, art pottery and stoneware

Otto & Mary
(their most difficult pursuit is locat- Bang

ing items advertising ‘Bang’s Mark-

et’). They have been active members of the Gopher
Chapter for several years and are enjoying membersip
in the Cannon Valley Club as well.

A.M. GENERAL SESSION
10:15-10:45 Introduction and Welcome — Mary Bang
10:45-11:30 Minnesota’s First Pottery — Dr. Christy
Hohman-Cane (Duluth, Minnesota)

The clays of the Red Wing area were
first transformed into pottery hun-
dreds of years ago by the original
Native American settlers. This is the
story of those first potters and how
they experimented with clay, creat-
ing both_functinal and beautiful
containers. Various vessel-forming
techniques will be discussed and
illustrated, and examples of Native
American pottery styles from the
Upper Midwest will be shown.

Christy has been the State

Archaeologist for Minnesota for the last 10 years and
has been active in area archaeology for 25 years. She is
also Forest Archaeologist for the Chippewa National
Forest in north-central Minnesota, and holds adjunct
professorships at Mankato State University and Ham-
line University, St. Paul. She writes: “As a member of
the State Review Board for the National Register of
Historic Places, | have had a long-time interest in the
Red Wing pottery industry ... Red Wing Collectors
research and preserve an important part of our history —
it is above-ground archaeology!”

»
1

Dr. Christy
Hohman-Caine

OVERVIEW OF P.M. SEMINARS

Room Room Room Room Room Room
4-109 & 4-116 1-124 1-107 & 1-108 1-102 1-118 & 1-119 1-109
Treasures From Butter Dinnerware I: Red Wing | Stoneware/Pottery
Session 1 The Dump Crocks The Beginning Markings ldeli'ﬂﬁn:ﬁon
1:00-1:40 <
: y Chuck Drometer, Ron Linde
Steve Showers Larry Peterson Stan Bougie Dave Newkirk and Rachoel Morris
[Rockingham Glaze? Dinnerware I1: Red Wing Rumill Pottery—
- Session 2  |Bennington Glaze? The End Pitchers & Its Part in the Red
1:50-2:30 Teapots Wing Tradition
: 2 Byron and Tamara
Juck Vye Stan Bougie Larry Roschen Gunderson
|City of Red Wing— | Demonstration of
Session 3 River, People, | Handpainting Red
2:40-3:20 Industry | Wing Dinnerware
Helen Bell Bernyce Simone

P.M. SEMINAR SESSIONS
Treasures From The Dump — Steve
Showers (Welch, Minnesota)
Session 1 in Room 4-109 & 4-116

Steve's dump-diggng experiences
have enlightened and entertained us
in past seminars and this presenta-
tion will include slides of complete
(intact) pieces found plus the sharing
of his experiences in the stoneware
company's dump. Steve will round
out the program with slides of the
piles of shards in his yard — this
seminar is a must for anyone who
hasn't yet attended!

Steve Showers

“My interests are collecting advertising crocks, jugs
and other unique pices of stoneware — water coolers
and salt-glaze crocks (also old bottles). | got started in
1968 when my sister found several of pieces of
stoneware on their farm and asked me if they had any
value; | knew the Red Wing dump was untouched at
that time. | still collect, do shows and flea markets and
take in some auctions when | can.”

Stoneware/Pottery Identification
Panel — Chuck Drometer (Cannon
Falls, Minnesota), Ron Linde (North-
field, Minnesota) and Rachael Morris
(Zumbro Falls, Minnesota)

1S$;s:ons 1and 2 in Room 1-118 & 1- Ron Linde

Each of us, it seems, has at least one
piece of stoneware or pottery that
we are unable to identify. The panel
members will be available for exami-
nation of items (or pictures) brought
by members. Their enthusiasm for
stoneware and pottery, and their hands-on experience
enhance this unique session. No attempt at placing
values on items brought will be given.

Chuck and Eva Drometer started going to auctions and
got interested in Red Wing in the early 70’s (he says the
photo was taken 19 years ago, the day he collected his
first crock!). Although they started with crocks, they
now collect “about anything that was Red Wing."” They
joined the RWCS in 1979 and 4 years ago Chuck co-
founded the Cannon Valley Red Wing Collectors Club,
which now has about 80 members. Chuck is also an
avid collector of Rosemeade and Uhl pottery.

Ron Linde is an ophthalmologist in Northfield, For 15
years he has been collecting representative examples
of different markings on stoneware and art pottery,
mainly Mid-Western, with special interest in 2-gallon
jars and 2-gallon stoneware churns.

Rachael Morris has been an antique shop owner for
almost 17 years, and a collector most of her life. At the
time she opened her shop, Rachael was not particularly
interested in Red Wing ... “my interests focused on
good china, glassware, etc., but | did some research,
discovered she was really asking for Red Wing ... |
became ‘hooked’ and have been interested in Red Wing
ever since.”

A Demonstration of Handpainting Red Wing Dinner-
ware — Bernyce Simone (Red Wing, Minnesota)
Session 3 in Room 1-107 & 1-108

Bernyce Simone worked at the Red Wing Pottery hand-
painting dinnerware for many years. She will demon-
strate her art and will also recount her many interesting
experiences while working there. This is a special
opportunity to hear and to see what this tradition which
we cherish today was all about.

Rockingham Glaze? Bennington Glaze? — Jack Vye
(Mt. Morris, Illinois)
Sessions 2 and 3 in Room 4-109 & 4-116

Rockingham? Bennington? What should it be called
and what is there to collect? This seminar will be a
guide to identification and rarity of these non-Red Wing
species. Members are encouraged to bring samples (or
photos) to the session.

Jack Vye has been an enthusiastic collector-and-dealer
of many types of antiques for 30 years; he is always
willing to share his experience and knowledge which
runs the gamut from stoneware to yellow-ware to
furniture.
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Red Wing —River, People, Industry —
Helen Bell (Red Wing, Minnesota)
Session 3 in Room 1-124

Helen, a longtime Red Wing resi-
dent, will present a “Sampler” of
slides depicting the historic growth
and charm of Red Wing, with haunt-
ing reference to the rich Indian
heritage, dating back to about 11000
B.C. ... to the coming of the first
missionary and white settlers . . . the
influence of the river and the pioneer
men and women who laid the
foundation for the rapid growth of education; industry,
and social life of the community. These slides are on
loan from the Goodhue County Museum and private
citizens.

Helen, a charter member of RWCS, is editor of the
program supplement, member of the Executive Board
and a favorite guest speaker at our Convention
banquets. She has given numerous talks on the Red
Wing Pottery and its work, locally and in lowa.

Helen Bell

Red Wing Pitchers and Teapots —
Larry Roschen (Minneapolis, Minne-
sota)

Sessions 2 and 3 in Room 1-102

Larry and Kathy Roschen have been
collecting Red Wing since 1980; he
will show a videotape of pieces from
their collection. Included will be
pitchers and teapots representing
many dinnerware patterns and a
good number of art pottery pieces as
well. Larry will leave sufficient time
for discussion and questions and
encourages members to bring interesting pitchers and
teapots (or photos) to the session.

Larry has been a pharmacist at a Minneapolis hospital
for 12 years. He and Kathy have 2 boys, Brett and Scott,
ages 5 and 2 who (so far) have yet to be blamed for any
broken Red Wing! Larry writes: “We caught the bug
from my parents; for several years we bought anything
and everything Red Wing but eventually gravitated
toward dinnerware. Our interest now lies mainly in
dinner plates, salt and peppers, pitchers and teapots,
and building several sets of dinnerware.”

Larry Roschen

Rumrill Pottery — Its Part in the Red
Wing Tradition — Byron and Tamara
Gunderson (St. Paul, Minnesota)
Sessions 2 and 3 in Room 1-109

It says “Rumrill,” but who made it? It
looks like Rumrill but says “Red
Wing” on the bottom ... why? This
slide presentation will give partici-
pants a better understanding of the
history and production of Rumrill art
pottery.

Byron & Tamara
Gunderson

Byron and Tamara Gunderson have

been collecting Red Wing “stuff” for

over 14 years. The affliction began with stoneware, but
soon spread to pottery and dinnerware. Before long
they were collecting old radios, depression glass,
matchbook covers, buffets, LARGE musical instru-
ments and more STONEWARE. In the 70's they heard of
the connection of George Rumrill to Red Wing — the
fact that George contracted with Red Wing to produce
his pottery inspired their interest. Presently, Byron and
Tamara have concentrated their collecting and research
efforts toward Rumrill exclusively. The Gundersons live
in St. Paul with their 2 sheepdogs, who incidentally
don't collect much of anything but dust!

Dinnerware | “The Beginning” —
Stan Bougie (St. Paul, Minnesota)
‘Session 1 in Room 1-107 & 1-108

This seminar will cover Red Wing's
entrance into the dinnerware field,
from ‘Gypsy Trail’ in 1935 through
the ‘Anniversary’ line introduced in
1953, the 75th Anniversary of the
Potteries. Slides will be shown along
with comments as to Stan’s experi-
ences in selling the various pat-
terns.*

Dinnerware Il “The End” — Stan Bougie
Session 2 in Room 1-107 & 1-108

Stan Bougie

This seminar will cover Red Wing Patterns from “Village
Green," introduced in 1953, through the final patterns
and closing in 1967. Slides will be shown and the
popularity of various lines and items will be dis-
cussed.”

Stan is Vice-President of RWCS and co-author of Red
Wing Dinnerware. He was employed by the Potteries
for 16 years, up to its final day in 1967 . .. “Margie was
also employed by Red Wing ... we had accumulated a
lot of Red Wing before we really started collecting. We
collect dinnerware and artware and probably have 3000
pieces (but | really have lost count).”

*Question-and-Answer time will be alloted at the end of
presentations.

Red Wing Markings — Dave Newkirk
(Monticello, Minnesota)
Session 1 in Room 1-102

The purpose of this seminar is to
give a collector an understanding of
the markings used on the different
types of ware produced by the
pottery companies of Red Wing. A
brief chronology of the various
companies will be given, and slides
of the different types of pottery with
markings used from 1877 to 1967
will be shown. Participants are
encouraged to bring samples (or photos) of Red Wing
markings they believe to be unusual.

David Newkirk

Dave began collecting Red Wing stoneware in 1971, His
collection consists of dinnerware and stoneware, with
emphasis on collecting representative pieces in the
various dinnerware patterns as well as crock jars and
jugs. Dave started the Red Wing Collectors Society and
the Red Wing Collectors Newsletter in 1977, He served
as President from 1977-1981 and remains the editor of
the Newsletter. He is co-author of Red Wing Dinner-
ware,

Red Wing Butter Crocks — Larry
Peterson (Minneapolis, Minnesota)
Sessions 1 and 2 in Room 1-124

Butter crocks have been one of
Larry’'s favorite collectibles for many
years. He will explain why they are
desirable to collect, how to identify
Red Wing pieces, and their interest-
ing history, with emphasis on adver-
tising butter crocks. There will be
handouts, examples available and
slides will be shown; there’ll be time
for questions and sharing.

Larry Peterson

Larry is a charter member of the Society, has been
involved in displays, has been the speaker and has
done many past seminars. He enjoys sharing his
knowledge and experiences of collecting Red Wing. He
is co-author of Red Wing Stoneware and Red Wing
Collectibles. Larry and his wife Pauline own Larry’'s
Jugs, a shop that specializes in Red Wing.

General Information

NOTICES
NO SMOKING is allowed in the Red Wing Technical Institute
and the Bergwall Arena.

No overnight camping will be allowed in the RWTI parking lot.

No alcoholic beverages may be brought into the RWTI or
Arena.

To aid security, PLEASE WEAR YOUR MEMBERSHIP BADGE
AT ALL TIMES DURING THE CONVENTION,

No refunds will be made on tickets. However, a ticket
exchange service will be available at the registration table
during the convention.

CONCESSIONS on Thursday will be available in the Arena
lobby. Friday, Boy Scout Troop 32 will provide the concessions
at the Vo-Tech. Saturday, Arena Concessions will be available.

REGISTRATION

If you pre-registered for any event, please pick up your
envelope at the registration table. Please give your member-
ship number to speed up the registration process. There will
be three lines for registration: New Members; Members who
have preordered tickets or sales tables; Members attending
the convention who have not preordered any items. Please
sign the registration sheet at the desk to be eligible for the
RWCS “special commemorative” door prize. The drawing will
take place at the banquet. Registration will be closed during
the Friday morning general session.

MUSEUM

The Goodhue County Historical Society Museum is open daily
from 1:00-5:00 p.m. They have a clay industries room devoted
to local clay products. The museum is located at 1166 Oak
Street.

COMMEMORATIVES

Commemoratives will be distributed at the times listed. Only
prepaid commemoratives will be distributed on Thursday.
Commemoratives will be distributed in the RWTI Commons on
Thursday and Friday and in the Arena on Saturday. Please
make sure you are in the correct line to pick up your
commemorative. New members and those not pre-ordered
must pick up their commemoratives by 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday so distribution of the extra commemoratives can
begin at 11:00 in the Arena.

AUCTION

Auction items may be checked in at designated times. See the
activity schedule. Payment for auction items purchased must
be made on Thursday night. Payment of auction items sold
will be made by the Treasurer beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the
Arena on Saturday. Ten percent of the sale price will revert to
the Society Treasury. Checks not picked up in the Arena on

Saturday will be mailed 2-4 weeks after the convention,

SALE OF EDUCATION MATERIALS

Sale of these materials will be in the RWTI from 9:00 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. on Friday. No materials may be sold during the
general session on Friday morning from 10:15-11:30 a.m.
Sellers are asked to have someone at their tables for the entire
time.

DISPLAYS «

Please visit the displays in the RWTI room 2-130. All displays
must be in place by 11:00 a.m. on Friday and may not be
removed until 1:30 p.m. on Saturday. All displays are
numbered. Please use your “People’s Choice” ballot to vote
for your favorite display. Exhibitors are to vote by 2:00 p.m.on
Friday and members are to place their ballots in the ballot box
located in the display room by noon on Saturday.

SHOW AND SALE

The Show and Sale will be held in the Ice Arena adjacent to the
RWTI. Sellers will be permitted to carry in their merchandise
from the north door of the arena on Friday at 12:00-1:00 p.m.,
4:30-5:30 p.m. No unpacking or selling may be done at these
times. Sellers may also move items in on Saturday beginning
at 8:00 A.M. Stickers will be issued at the registration desk on a.
first come, first to receive basis, to those wishing to move their
items into the Arena at 12:00-1:00 or 4:30-5:30 time periods on
Friday. Others may move in at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday. Do not
park in front of the arena door and return your car to the
parking lot when unloaded. The additional carry-in-time was
added to help alleviate congestion. Unpacking and set up will
begin at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday. Dealers must have a Seller's
Badge to enter the building on Friday or at 8:00 a.m. on
Saturday. No others will be admitted. No packing will be
permitted until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday. Every effort will be
made to safeguard the property of the participants on the
Show and Sale. However, the RWCS and its officers will not
assume any responsibility for any lost, stolen or broken
articles. To aid security, nothing may be carried out of the
Arena on Friday. When moving items into the arena do not
look at items in boxes and under cover at other sales tables,
Failure to abide by the rules of the Show and Sale contract
means forfeiting the right to do the Show and Sale the
following year. The lobby entrance to the Arena (for buyers)
will be locked until 9:00 a.m. Saturday. Please wear your
membership card or you will be denied entrance. The Show
and Sale will BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FROM 11:00 until 2:00
p-m. Packing should be completed by 4:00 o'clock.

BANQUET

The banquet will be held on the fifth floor of the St. James
Hotel. The social hour begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be
served at 7:00 p.m. The drawing for several “special”
commemorative door prize will take place. Helen Bell will
speak on “Early Years at the Pot Shop”.
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A pertinent suggestion from
a well known citizen

President J. H. Rich, of the
Red Wing Stoneware company,
sends the REPUBLICAN the
following clipping from Chica-
go Tribune.

“Within the past few months
nine and three-quarters lineal
miles of brick pavement have
been laid down in Evansville,
Ind. The foundation is of broken
stone, on which is put a single
layer of vitrified brick. The most
satisfactory results are
expected, as brick pavements
have been in Evansville and
Decatur for several years with
the best results. The Clay
Record reports these facts, and
adds: 'There can be no doubt
that the coming pavement is to
be constructed vitrified brick,
and that it is the nearest
approach to the ideal pavement
for city streets. It is practically

ADVANCE SUN
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as smooth as asphalt and not so
dusty. It will retain an even
surface and is repaired easily
When necessary to take it up for
work on sewers and gas or
water pipes the work can be
done by ordinary workmen. It
can be constructed and main-
tained at less cost than any
other kind of material. The life of
this pavement has been put at
twelve years, but twenty-five
years represents more truly its
average lasting capacity.' These
statements are made by a jour-
nal devoted to the advocacy of
clay as a material for every
possible use, which leaves it
open to be inferred that the
highest permissible claim is
made in regard to the value of
brick pavement. But it cannot be
denied that the article is grad-
ually coming into favor, and has
given good satisfaction where-

ver tried so far.”

Accompanying this clipping
Mr. Rich sends this pertinent
query:

“Why don't people here who
are anxious to go into the clay
business strike out in this, the
largest field for clay work that I
know of?"

Why not? Surely no one here
is more competent to speak on
the subject of clay manufacture
than Mr. Rich, who has thor-
oughly demonstrated by the
success he has made in the
business, that he is thoroughly
conversant with it in all its
details. His opinion is surely
worthy of careful consideration.
He doubts not that paving brick
can be successfully made here
and that there is an almost
unlimited sale for it.

Why not make paving brick?
A pertinent inquiry surely.

Sidewalk tile is now being
manufactured in Red Wing

A few weeks ago, our readers
will remember, this inquiry
appeared in these columns,
propounded by President Rich,
of the Red Wing Stoneware
company, “Why not make pav-
ing brick?" The inquiry created
no little discussion among those
who considered the authority
from which it had come, but no
one expected to see a practical
demonstration of the proposi-
tion very soon.

There has been one, however,
and it has been made by Mr.
Rich. Sidewalk brick has been
made at the Red Wing Stone-
ware works, more is now being
made, and within a short time it

_.v :

96 years old!!!

will be possible to determine
just. what the material will cost
and what it can be sold for.

In front of the residences of
Judge Williston and Mr. Rich, on
Third Street, a walk has been
laid, composed of these brick. It
is neat, even, substantial. A
little rough, which is intention-
al, there is no danger of slipping
on it in rainy weather or with a
light snow fall. And it is practi-
cally indestructible and will last
forever. All who have seen it
agree that it is far superior to a
cement walk, as far as strength
and durability are concerned,
and looks equally as well.

Sidewalks laid in 1893 as an experiment are still beautiful and
functional today. The sidewalks are octagonal paving bricks in two
sizes, with the smaller size leading to the houses. They were laid at
the following homes: John H. Rich, president of RWSC, 1113 West
3rd Street; Judge W. C. Williston, neighbor, 1007 West 3rd Street;
H. S. Rich, secretary of RWSC, 722 West 5th Street; Congressman
O.M. Hall, 1018 West 4th Street.

The work which has been
done in the manufacture of this
material so far is wholly in an
experimental way. Enough has
been learned, however, to fully
demonstrate that paving brick,
for sidewalk and street pur-
poses, can be made here as well
as anywhere and that a vast
field is open to those who
engage in the manufacture.

Within a short time we hope
to be able to present some more
information to our readers on
this subject. The agitation of
good roads and non-destructi-
ble sidewalks makes it most
timely.

THE ADVANCE SUN
Sept. 12, 1894

Paving brick
works

“The proposition for the
establishment of a paving brick
works here to which reference
has been made in these col-
umns at different times prom-
ises to take practical form soon-
er than our people may have
believed it would. Several East-
ern parties have already been
interested in the matter and
some of them are likely to come
west soon to look over the field
here. If the advantages of this
city are properly presented to
them — as we have no doubt
they will be by our progressive
citizens — there are strong
possibilities that we may have
an addition to our manufactur-
ing interests in a short time that
will be of great value to the city
and its people.

ANTIQUES
ACCESSORIES

Lower Level
St. James Hotel
Red Wing
11:00-5:00 Daily
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CANNON VALLEY
RED WING
COLLECTORS CLUB
Welcomes
Red Wing
Collectors Society
Members
to the
1989 Convention!

Step back in time ) 'I'Y' S
SPRAGUE HOUSE { vt bk
National Reg:‘.:nlzrmc):})msrwﬂ: Flaces | & LOUNGE
Decor of Red Wing
Yesteryear.
Welcome
|| Collectors!
et o0 Daily 8 a.m.,
* Spacious guest rooms o Full hreakfast
e A1 T RS
éj,,fi’”"““‘ i seens “"‘;%é 3rd & Plum St.
A e el Red Wing

HFamily

FEATURING:
— WHOLE PIES

Take Out Items Available

Big Ben

Restaurant

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!

— BOX LUNCHES TO GO
— FRESH CROISSANTS

Phone 388-3269

Mainstreet
Antique Mall

901 Main Street
Hopkins, Minnesota

Just 20 Minutes West of Downtown Minneapolis
60 Dealers

Open 7 Days From 11:00 a.m.
Monday & Thursday ’til 8:00 p.m.
Saturday from 9:00 a.m.

(612) 931-9748
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Courtesy Goodhue County Historical Museum
Factory “R” Stoneware plant, showing newly arrived carloads of clay. Picture taken in 1906.

The Red Wing Potteries Salesroom now stands on the spot.
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Courtesy Goodhue County Historical Museum

Another cooler!

Claus Wiggin, delivering ice in his wagon, Broadway Street,
1877. If you asked nicely you might be lucky to get a “sucking”
size piece of ice that was chipped off the side of a block. Ice
was harvested from Mississippi River.

Chronology of Pottery Manufacturing
in Red Wing

Joseph Pohl 1860
Philleo Potteries and Terra Cotta Works approx. 1863-1880
Red Wing Stoneware Company 1877-1906
Minnesota Stoneware Company 1883-1906
North Star 1892-1896
Union Stoneware - 1894-1906
(organized to sell the ware of the 3 companies listed above)
Red Wing Union Stoneware Company 1906-1936
(This was the combination of the Red Wing and Minnesota
Stoneware Companies)
Name changed to Red Wing Potteries 1936
Closing of pottery manufacturing 1967
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- WELCOME

Mon,-Fri. 98 \\ ia //

Pottery
Collectors

Come and explore
in the building that
made collecting
possible. Pottery
Place is now a
unique setting of
past and present.
Treat yourself to
exceptional
surroundings and
exceptional
savings.

® Factory Outlets
® Specialty Shops
® Restaurants

POTTERY PLACE

STERLING MOTEL
X allnfjf HIGHWAY 61 AND 63 SO.
_ nggon B&nk RED WING, MINN, S5066
Gatie - Joyce & Jim Sutheriand
Were Committed o U™ PHONE 612-388-3568
THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
SRk WELCOME TO
222 BUSH ST., RED WING e {175 RED WING
AUTO BANK = COLLECTORS
403 W. 4TH, RED WING
MALL BANK
Red Wing Mall
388-2862 CLOSEST TO DOWNTOWN
?
P
——
‘\\\“"1\
751 Wilkinson Street

Red Wing, Minnesota 55066

Our unique shop specializes in Red Wing stoneware and
pottery. Our inventory includes items for the beginning
collector to items for the most advanced collector.

—BUY — — SELL — — TRADE —

LARRY’S JUGS
751 Wilkinson Street
Red Wing, Minnesota 55066
(612) 388-3331

GOOD FOOD . . . SERVED QUICKLY!

Complete Breakfasts —

“Omelets Our Specialty”
15 GREAT SANDWICHES
® COUNTRY FRIED CHICKEN
e SALAD BAR AND SOUPS
@ HOT STUFFED POTATOES
e CONES AND SUNDAES

Group Prices Available

SEATING FOR 120 709 MAIN ST, MON.-SAT. 6-11
BUS PARKING  RED WING, MN. SUNDAY e 7-11
612-388-1551

Payne Ave.
Antique Mall

1055 Payne Ave.
St. Paul, Minnesota

68 Dealers

Open 7 Days From 11:00 a.m.
Saturdays From 9:00 a.m.

Phone (612) 772-1635
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Low-grade imports led to Potteries’ demlse

By Dale Kullberg

What do Japan and the
refrigerator have in common?

They were two significant’

items in the life of one of Red
Wing's now defunct industries,
Red Wing Potteries.

Competition from foreign
markets — particularly Japan —
spelled the end to an industry
which was a part of the Red
Wing scene for more than three
quarters of a century.

“It was a very poor quality,”
recalls current Red Wing Potte-
ries president and general man-
ager Sue Gillmer of the foreign
dinnerware. "But its was so
cheap people had little choice.”

The foreign ware began mak-
ing its impact in the 1950's. It is
said that in 1950 only 10 percent
of all dinnerware sold in depart-
ment stores across the country
was of foreign origin. By 1967,
when Red Wing Potteries offi-
cially closed, that figure was up

, to 90 percent,

The history of pottery-making
in Goodhue County can be
traced to 1861, when a German
immigrant named Joseph Pohl
began making bowls, cookie
jars, platters and vases for
neighborhood women. Red
Wing Potteries Inc. had its
beginning in 1877.

A group of Red Wing citizéns
interested in making stoneware
formed the Red Wing Stone-

Red Wing Republican Eagle
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ware Co. They purchased the
assets of David Hallem, a small-
time pottery-maker, and used
kilns designed by Hallem. He
had worked with W.M. Philleo,
who set up the first shop on
West Main Street in 1968 but
abandoned the business a few
years later because of financial
difficulties.

Using local clay, the new
company produced crocks, jugs
and milk pans and were a huge
success from the start.

Seventeen years later another
company, Minnesota Stone-
ware, merged with Red Wing
Potteries and later another com-
petitor, North Star, succumbed
to the two.

By the middle of the Depress-
lon, however, the demand for
crocks, jugs and the like was
decreasing. Because of the
advent of the refrigerator, peo-
ple no longer needed the pickle
jars and butter crocks to store
their food stuffs. In 1936, Union
Stoneware Co. changed its
name to Red Wing Potteries Inc.
and began manufacturing din-
nerware.

For the next 30 years, dinner-
ware increasingly replaced
stoneware as The Potteries’
primary source of sales and the
1930s and 1940s became pros-
perous years. A hand-painted
dinnerware line was added in
1942 and within five years the
Red Wing Pottery was consid-

Porcelain snow house
Local home inspires ‘Boardmghouse

By Diane Banitt

A*house on Third Street — a
miniature version — is finding
its way into many homes this
season, The Philander Sprague
house, 1008 Third St., was the
inspiration for an item in a
Minnesota floral-gift shop chain.

The porcelain snow house,
known as the Boardinghouse, is
selling at Bachman's Stores,
located in the Twin Cities and
Rochester. It's rusty brown and
has a green roof with traces of
snow. It is approximately 8
inches high, 8 inches wide and 6
inches deep. A wreath hangs
from the front; an electric light
can be turned on and shines
through the windows.

Grain merchant

Sprague was an early grain
merchant and miller in Red
Wing. His wife was Hanna. He
worked with William Philleo in a
pottery business, later known
as Red Wing Terra Cotta Co.,
which made the arched window
caps on the house. It is Italian
with a French mansard roof and
was completed in 1868.

The house was featured on

the cover of “Minnesota
Houses:~”An Architectural and
Historical View" by Roger Ken-
nedy and is owned by Mrs. L.E.
Claydon. That's where a desig-
ner for Bachman's got the gift
idea.

The other item released this
year in the "Home Town" series
was a church designed after one
in St. Paul. There were 2,000
churches and 2,000 houses
ordered,

Successful sales

The two items sold out,
according to Paul Bachman,
company vice president. “We
expected the church to outsell
the house, but the house out-
sold the church,” he said.

The project began last
December with the idea of
doing something uniquely Min-
nesota. Several possibilities
were explored; the company
decided on interesting build-
ings which could be adapted to
porcelain.

“This year was an experi-
ment,"” Bachman said. “We
hope to contmue the series next
year.'

ered a leader in its field.

In 1953, Red Wing Potteries
received a national award from
the Home Fashion League. In
1956, the company's Futura
Tampica dinnerware won top
prize at the National China,
Glass and Pottery Show.

Four years later, when Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower
visited Red Wing to dedicate
the Hiawatha Bridge, he was
given a 24-place, 200-piece set
of dinnerware.

The Goodhue township clay
used to make the stoneware
was not of high enough quality
for the cups, plates and saucers,
however, and the company soon
had to import costly clays from
Georgia and other states.

Richard ‘A. Gillmer, father of
Sue, was appointed president of
the comapny in 1957 when
Forrest Richardson resigned. He
headed the company until Aug.
24, 1967, when he announced
that stockholders had voted to
liquidate the firm.

The company had not pro-
duced pottery since June 1,
1967, when the local union, No.
6-430 of the Qil, Chemical and
Atomic Workers International,
AFL-CIO, went on strike,
ending employment for 200 to
250 workers.

Family members purchased
the salesroom, the inventory
and the wholesale business a
year later, forming Remnicha

Inc. The name was changed a
year later to Red Wing Pottery
Sales Inc., and since then has
been operating a salesroom on
West Main Street next to the
main pottery building.

Today, Red Wing Pottery can
still be found at anticque shops
and auctions, and at the sales-
room.

“We have very little of it left,
and what we have is all dinner-
ware," Ms. Gillmer said. “We no
longer have any complete sets,
but we get requests for pieces
every day."

Red Wing Pottery accounts for
about 3 percent of the sales-
room'’s sales, Ms. Gillmer said,
as the company has added
many lines of gifts and dinner-
ware from throughout the
world.

But it is still a popular place.
She estimated about 60,000
potential buyers visit the sales-
room annually, most during
September and October.

“And many are from foreign
countries,” she said. “The Mayo
Clinic and the M1551551pp1 River
are big attractions.”

Bachman's has been pmduc- The Philander Sprague house, 1008 Third St., was the inspiration
ing snow houses for about 10 for an item offered by a Minnesota floral~g;ft shop chain. The
porcelain snow house is known as the Boardinghouse.

years.

McDonaid’s
E Re

Welcome Collectors

Stop in at
McDonald’s

locally owned and operated

by Don and Madge Buckliew

2770 N. Service Dr.
Red Wing

Historic
Graham House
Red Wing's First Antigue Shop

625 West Fifth Street
(612) 388-2650

OpenDaily 11am.-5p.m.
Sunday 2p.m.-5p.m.
Special Friday Evening Hours
During Convention

Browse through our entire first floor
Jull of antiques and collectibles.

Welch
Trading
Post

Antiques & Collectibles
10 miles North of Red Wing
on Hwy. 61 to Co. Rd. 7
Welch, MN

Hours during convention week
10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily
Wed., July 5-Sun., July 9
Lots of pottery and large

assortment of miscellaneous
antiques.

Phone 612-388-2993

G. & V. Rahman

Y CREEK VALY
Gampground

Drassen’s

oL wETEEN

o200y,

Restaurant specializes in Buffalo Burgers!

Located 6 Miles South of Red Wing
on State Highway 58
Route 4, Red Wing, Minn. 55066

612/388-3998
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Frustrated army archeologist weighs
value of RW Pottery ‘junk’

By Dick Mertens

‘Free' Nelson, they said,
would take the horsecart out
back of the potteries and dump
a load of broken crocks, just as
always. He probably never gave
a thought to anything but the
damn mosquitos.

In those heydays of Red Wing
Pottery, everyone thought — if
they bothered to think about it
at all — that the shards were
“just junk."

Poor Free Nelson. What
would he say if he knew that
Friday an archeologist from the
federal government was nosing
around Red Wing to ask about
those heaps he toiled to throw
out?

Poor archeologist. If only Free
Nelson were around to tell
where exactly he and his pre-
decessors had dumped their
loads.

But he isn't, so Army Corps of
Engineers archeologist Dave
Berwick had to come to Red
Wing to dig a little history out of
the potteries' old dumping
grounds and the memories of
Red Wing residents.

Berwick came because the
Corps wants to put spoils from
the dredging of the small boat
harbor this summer on top of
part of the dumping grounds.

“Regulations obligate the
Corps to take into account any
significant cultural resource,"”
said Berwick. The ‘“ultimate
goal," he says, is “to do a
project and preserve the resour-
ce." That could be an old house
threatened by a dam, the
remains of some aboriginal
Americans, or a pile of broken
pottery.

“Significant cultural resour-
ce?" Free Nelson might scoff.
“Just a fancy name for junk!"

"As archeologists we always

work with junk,” admits Dou-
glas George of the Minnesota
Historical Society, which has
been assisting the Corps.

“Even though the pieces are
broken they can give us impor-
tant information about the pot-
tery."”

Indeed, if broken pottery was
discarded behind the potteries
throughout the life of the Red
Wing potting industry, then the
dumping grounds contain the
most accurate physical record of
all the types of pottery made.

* &k

Berwick pauses and looks
across the railroad tracks that
run behind the old pottery.

He looks nothing like the
eccentric old archeologist we
might imagine. Though
bearded, he is young, husky and
dark-haired. He drives a rusty
Gremlin. How he scans the
colorful bits of broken pottery
showing through the foliage.

“First of all, I want to survey
the site and get a feeling of
what the boundaries are. My
second objective is to talk with
some people who were here in
the past and see if there has
been any pattern to the way the
stuff was disposed. If some area
out there has the oldest pottery,
we want to make sure we don't
harm that site.”

Berwick is soon in the brush
and crunching across ground
that is at times half pottery. He
looks carefully for unusual
pieces. Sometimes he picks one
up, examines it, and sets it
down in its place.

“There's a lot of material out
here,” he observes. He also
notices the swarming mosqui-
tos and the black-raspberry
bushes.

At one point he accidentally
finds something he was not
looking for. Pressing through
the underbrush, he steps over a
shape beneath a bush. Sudden-

ly, a high, thin buzz rises from
the thing lying in the shadows.
A rattlesnake!

“We'd better walk around this
way", he suggests prudently.

He runs into his first “infor-
mant” — as social scientists like
to call the people they get
information from — in the pot-
tery salesroom nearby.

“This one we used in later
years,” says the older man
behind the counter, pointing to
an area on Berwick's aerial
photograph. “I think it's about
six acres.”

The informant turns out to
be Richard Gillmore, president
of Red Wing Potteries from 1957
until it closed in 1967.

“I can't imagine there's any-
thing down there anybody'd
want."”

Berwick’'s second informant is
Harry Barghusen, who greets
the archeologist on the porch of
his home on Central Avenue.
The two go inside and look over
Berwick's photo. Barghusen is
eager to help; he slides forward
to the edge of his chair and
bounces his cane while he talks.

“I started in 1919. They
hauled it down there in a horse
cart. It was one man's work."

But Barghusen, who began at
the pottery as a bookkeeper and
ended up as president, can’t say
exactly where the pottery was
dumped. “No, I've never been
there and I don't have any
idea.” He is apologetic, and
says he has been trying to think
of persons who might know
about the dumping grounds.

“I have been racking my
brain, but when you get to be
103 — well, I'm not that old, but
it's almost as bad as that ..."
He is 83, he says. “I'm sorry I
couldn't be of more help.”

“That's OK," replies Berwick.
“I may have to go down there
with a shovel."

Later, Berwick confides he is
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disappointed he has found no
one with first-hand knowledge
of the dumping grounds. *“I
think it would help to find
someone who wasn't president
and got out of the office more,"”
he laughs.

He finds this in Vernon Peter-
son, who first worked in the
potteries before 1920 and was a
forklift driver when they closed
in 1967. But though he is full of
names and other information
about the potteries, he too has
never been to the dumping
grounds. "I was working in the
shop, I didn't have time to go
down there."”

Mrs. Peterson, however, who
says she is “all for"” the preser-
vation of historic sites, volun-
teers some useful information.
"My nephews were always
down there — they practically
lived in the dump!

“There was water down there
in the beginning. They (the
potteries) filled it in with broken
pottery."

As Berwick prepares to leave
the Petersons also apologize for
not helping more. But they give
him a couple more names to
work on, and promise him to
talk to their nephews at the next
opportunity.

Says Berwick: “You could
probably keep this up forever,
trying to track people down.”

Still, this produces results, he
says. “I started by talking to the
Minnesota Historical Society. I
kept getting more names and
more names . . .

“Normally, if you don't know
anything about the site you
have to go and excavate, parti-
culary with prehistorical sites.
Here you can not only read
about it, but you can talk to
people who worked in the
potteries."

As he pulls into the parking
lot of the Goodhue County
Historical Society, his last stop
of the day, he reflects on what
he has learned that day. Prob-
ably there is more of the older
crockery than the newer dinner-
ware, he says, and the two are
most likely dumped in different
places.

“l didn't learn everything I
wanted to learn, but I think it
gives us something to go on.

Lots of times when you get an

idea like this you can go ahead
and excavate."

Also, he doesn't believe a
layer of muck from the dredging
will harm the site, but he wants
to learn enough about it to
protect it in the future.

So Berwick will be back,
pushing a little more through
the brush, the disbelief, and the
dimness of memories; helping
time to change, in the manner of
Midas and Rumpelstiltskin, the
basest matter into the gold of
history.

“Are they still at that?” asks
one incredulous Red Wing resi-
dent. “Don't they know it's just
junk out there?”
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