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modations each year.

By David Newkirk *

As the 10th anniversary of the
"Red Wing Collectors Society
approaches, it is interesting 'to
note the changes that have
occurred in the collecting of Red
Wing pottery. It is also note-
worthy to reflect on the tre-
mendous growth of the Society.

A decade ago Red Wing
pottery was collected by only a
few and could be found in such
places as remote corners of

antique shops and under the
tables at flea markets. A plenti-

ful supply could be purchased
by the box full at farm auctions.
There were those of us who
would go out on a Sunday
afternoon and would return
home with a trunkful. The gas
and lunch cost almost more than
the pieces we found.

Bargains can still be found
but, for the most part, Red Wing
pieces today command pre-
mium prices and are displayed
with pride by dealers at the
most exclusive shows. Even the
common pieces fetch high

Joanell M. Dyrstad

To Members of the Red Wing Collectors Society:
Welcome to Red Wing for your
Fleventh Annual Con-venlion!,

It is our pleasure 1o have you as our guests. We
appreciate you holding your annual gathering in
Red Wing and aftempt to improve our accom-

Enjoy your stay and all of the activities of your
convention and please come back again.

Mayor

Founder and First President:

prices at farm auctions, many
being bid on by the uninformed
who have been taken in by the
Red Wing mystic. And if we go
out on a Sunday afternoon and
find some, we would pay almost
what the car was worth!

The primary reason for the
popularity of Red Wing today
revolves around the Red Wing
Collectors Society. A mere
handful of dedicated collectors
in 1977, the Society has grown

to over 2,300 active members

today. Members come from 42
states and several foreign coun-

tries. They are not only collec-
tors but researchers as well
Most are willing to share their
finds and knowledge with
others. Several have written
excellent books on Red Wing. A
goodly number — 1200 last year
— attend the annual convention
each July both to share and
enhance their knowledge.

The Society will continue to
grow and prosper as long as its
members remain dedicated to
the idea of sharing. This
includes not only knowledge

Second President

By Roger Blohm

My four years as president of
the Red Wing Collectors Society
were four years when Red Wing
collecting became a national
obsession rather than a local or
regional obsession.

In the early days when Red
Wing collectors went to look for
jugs and crocks they had to hunt
in back rooms and under dusty
shelves to find Red Wing.
Traveling out of the midwest
people didn't even know about
Red Wing. Well, I want to tell
you things are a little different
today! The Red Wing items are
in the front windows and
demanding the recognition and
prices so rightfully deserved. As

I travel, I now find that dealers
and collectors are aware of Red

‘Wing from coast to coast.

Being president was an enjoy-
able time and I made many
lasting friends. I've seen the
club grow from 400 to over 2500
members. As the club’'s auction-
eer I have witnessed the prices
for items increase drastically
from the beginning. Sometimes
too much for those of us who
could buy for $10 and now have
to pay $1000 for the same item.

I would like to thank the
people of Red Wing for their
gracious hospitality over the
last 10 years. Please remember
the early pioneers who made all
the beauty that we now trea-
sure so deeply. |
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but fellowship as well.

As founder of the Society and
publisher of the Newsletter it
was my desire to contact Red
Wing collectors and share with
them knowledge about Red
Wing. I found no lack of interest.
It amazed me when over 100
collectors showed up for our
first convention. It still amazes
me that there is such an interest
in Red Wing. It amazes me still
more that there is so much new
information coming out of the

“woodwork."
May the Society continue to
grow and prosper.

On the cover
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The Red Wing Argus news-
paper of April 22, 1875 stated
that David Hallum came to
Red Wing from East Liver-
pool, Ohio about 1872 to work
in the Terra Cotta Works.
With Henry Mitchell and L.
Bowman, he started business
in the backyard of his home
at the corner of Third Street
and Minnesota Street. Cour-
tesy Goodhue Couonty His-
torical Museum Collection.
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Banquet Speaker

Lyndon Viel's topic at Satur-
day's banquet will be “The
Confessions of an Afterwit
Author” (Afterwit means wis-
dom that comes too late.)

Lyndon 1is perhaps best
known to us as the author of the
books: Clay Giants I and Clay
Giants II. He has also published
two other books, one of which is
on midwest antique furniture. A
published poet, he has authored
magazine articles, receiving an
honorable mention from the
Council of Wisconsin Writers for
his article on Wisconsin auc-
tions. There 1s to be soon
published an article in Midwest
Living. Lyndon speaks with
authority on Red Wing Stone-
ware, timber house restoration

He has been a United
Methodist minister for 29 years,
is married and has three chil-

and antique midwest furniture. dren.
The Red Wing Collectors Society g
g Convention Supplement {
Volume III: 1987 \
i Editor: Helen E. Bell _g

Your Invitation to Membership

in the Red Wing Collectors
Society...

What you receive for your
membership fee:
@ A subscription to the Newsletter

e First-hand information on new
finds and discoveries
e Information on new books written on Red Wing

e An attractive, personalized membership card

The privilege of:

e Attending the national convention and taking partin its many
activities

e Purchasing acommemorative piece

e Attending state chapter meetings

APPLICATION FORM

Please start my membership and subscription with the next issue

of the Newsletter.

Enclosed is a check for (Make remittance payable to Red Wing
Collectors Society, Inc. Membership fee is $13.00 per year.)

3 ] T ———————————SS———
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Return to: Red Wing Collectors Society, Inc.

Rt. 3, Box 146

Monticello, MN 55362

My collecting interests are: [ ] Stoneware

[ Dinnerware [JArtPottery []General




By Helen Bell

David A. Newkirk of Mon-
ticello, Minnesota, is the found-
er of the Red Wing Collectors
Society and also it's first presi-
dent. In his book, The Red Wing
Years, he writes: “My first
awareness of the factory at Red
Wing and the products made
there occurred in 1965 when I
taught school in Red Wing. This
rather passive awareness was
in the purchase of items from
the Pottery Salesroom to give to
friends and relatives as Christ-
mas gifts.

Our collection began with a
three gallon crock which my
mother-in-law had given us to
make sauerkraut. Our first
purchase was a half gallon bail
handle vinegar jug made by
Minnesota Stoneware Com-
pany. The “bug” had bitten and
we were off and running.

I knew that there must be
many out there who also had
the same collecting interests as
I did and attempted to contact
them through an ad placed in
the Antique Trader. My initial
thought was to put out a four
page newsletter and present
new and interesting information
to other Red Wing collectors.

By April, 1977, the first
Newsletter, eight pages iIn
length, was ready to send out to
those that had sent In their
subscriptions.

Membership grew rapidly in
those first few months and by
June we began thinking about a
gathering in Red Wing. Lorraine
(Dave's wife) and I made
arrangements with the
Goodhue County Historical Soci-
ety to host an autograph party
and a display of Red Wing at the
museum. We drove to Red Wing
and made arrangements at the
St. James Hotel for a banquet.
We also contacted several club
members and asked if they
would set up displays at the
museum.”

In the fall of 1976 efforts were
started to gather members. By
the first meeting, 50 members in
17 states had enrolled.

July 9, 1977 is a memorable

Welcome to the 10th Anniver-
sary Convention of the Red
Wing Collectors’ Society. You,
the members, have made this
Society the largest organization
devoted to stoneware/pottery in
the United States.

I sincerely hope that you
enjoy the new activities that the
executive committee built into
the convention schedule this
year. The less hectic schedule,
the Friday night pig roast plus
the opportunity to socialize and
meet new friends at an organ-
ized function — a dance —
should help us to appreciate one
another as much as we appreci-
ate the wares of the Red Wing
potters. I personally am looking
forward to meeting and talking

day because a group that was a
Society in name only became
organized, elected officers, and
made plans for a second
gathering.

This new Society (incorpor-

ated later on February 15, 1979)
was named the Red Wing Col-
lectors Society and was to
attract people interested in col-
lecting Red Wing and American
made stoneware and pottery. It
very soon became apparent that
collecting per se was not
enough. There was need for
continuous learning. Questions
arose: “Where is all the Red
Wing?", “What was it like
working in the early potteries?”,
“How did they make it?",
“What is the significance of all
the markings?”, and on and on
and on.

An obvious source of informa-
tion was the Newsletter. The
first issue was published April
1977. A year earlier Dave
thought of its formation with
issues quarterly and a source of
education as well as enjoyable.
The objectives were threefold:
A medium where-by all who are
“hooked” on collecting pottery
and stoneware can learn more

about the products. A “meeting
place” for collectors who would

like to get to know other collec-
tors. A clearing house for new
information that invariably com-
es to light after the publication
of a new book. The Newsletter
is the official organ of the
Society and received by all
members. Special awards given
in recognition of member contri-
bution include: Red Quill, given
to the individual who has writ-
ten an article for the paper, the
Birch Leaf Scholar for the most
original research, and the Mas-
ter Potter for speakers.

Highlights

Convetions and activities of
the group were enhanced by the
comraderie among the mem-

bers, the ease and freeness with
which information was shared,
the on-going support of officers,
and the value of the newsletter
to maintain a cohesiveness of
the group.

Greeting from the president

with as many of you as possible.

Also, without letting the “cat
out of the bag,” at the Friday
business meeting, a special
“acquisition” will be shared
with the membership. We on
the executive committee are
particularly pleased with this
acquisition and know you will
be too.

The long hours spent in coor-
dinating and planning a conven-
tion of this size involves a great
deal of work. All of us owe a
thank you to the executive
committee for planning what, I
feel, will be the best stoneware
convention ever.

Again, WELCOME to the 10th
Anniversary Convention!

Decade of Discoverv

Display on the lawn of the Goodhue County Historical
Museum at the first convention, 1977.

In 1981 Grace Farr was
authorized to make an emblem
for the society in the form of a
silver pin with the title of the
society, a red wing, and 1977
imprinted upon the surface.

With expansion came more
duties and it was found to be
expedient to establish new
committees for housing, publici-
ty, and membership. The Board
of Directors was also expanded
in 1981 to include all officers
and committee chairpersons.

Convention agendas began to
change and we witnessed a
special session for new mem-
bers, a boat cruise on scenic
Mississippi, buffet supper, tours
of Oakwood Cemetery and the
old pottery building, a pig roast,
and a dance.

Aware of the important role
the Goodhue County Historical
Museum plays as a reservoir of
artifacts and literature of the
clay industries, plus the cheer-
ful willingness to give assis-
tance to the seeker, the Society
has been given a total of $2,000

~and yearly commemoratives to

the Museum.

The membership, concerned
about the future of the dump
site, voted $500 for legal fees to
allow for in investigation of the
situation.

A survey of Red Wing Stone-
ware rarities was made. Howev-
er, the response was fragmen-
tary and no conclusive evidence
could be presented.

I' bePasql

In 1985 a Vision Committee
was established to take a crea-
tive look at the society and
where it is going in the future.
Also, the same year, the first
program and 16 page supple-
ment to the RWRE was com-
pleted and edited by Helen Bell.
The theme was “A Time in
History.” In 1986 it was a 12
page supplement “Red Wing
Nostalgia” and the third edition
in 1987 is “Decade to Discov-
ery.”

Chapters of the Society have
formed in Minnesota, Iowa,
[llinois, Kansas, Arizona, Wis-
consin, California, North Dako-
ta, Nebraska. Some are still
“alive and well”; others are
slumbering.

First Convention

The first convention was held
July 9, 1977. Displays of stone-
ware and pottery rarities from
various collectors were shown
on the lawn of the Goodhue
County Historical Museum. An
autograph party for Lyndon Viel
was hosted by the Historical
Society. The business meeting
and banquet was held at the St.
James Hotel with 99 in atten-
dance. There was election of
officers, confirmation that all
wanted to continue meeting,
and thus the decision made that
an annual meeting (convention)
be held at the end of the second
week of July in Red Wing. (An
interesting sideline is that that
happened to be the only week
the Hotel was available for the
banquet.) The day was a tre-

~ mendous success!!! In the Edi-

tor's notes of the Newsletter
September 1977, Dave com-
ments: “. . . Perhaps in a few
years Red Wing Stoneware,
especially the earlier pieces,
will be something we can see
only in museums or private
collections.”

As the Society expanded from
the 53 members in 1977 to 2352
in 1987, encouraging, healthy
growth took place. Never stag-
nant, the welfare and wishes of
the membership is always con-
sidered. An executive commit-
tee composed of officers and
committee chair meet three
times per year to plan activities,
review status, and promote and
safeguard the general welfare
of the Society.

Turn to Decade, page 12

ANTIQUES
ACCESSORIES

Lower Level
St. James Hotel

Red Wing
11:00-5:00 Daily

Historic
Graham House
Red Wing's First
Antique Shop

625 West Fifth Street
(612) 388-2650

Open Daily
Sunday

Browse through our entire first floor
full of antiques and collectibles.

11 a.m.-S p.m.
1p.m.-5 p.m.

While in Red Wing be
sure to make a stop
at the

ST. JAMES
HOTEL.

Dine in one of our three
fine restaurants.

Browse in our elegant but
affordable shopping court.

Relax in the Port of Red
Wing Lounge or in
Jimmy’s Pub.

406 Mam Street
Red Wing, MN




Red Wing Collectors Newsletter * k&
December 1977 “The only thing we hear from the Claybank pits is the whistle that August
blows every morning and evening,
The Goodhue Enterprise January 10, 1918.

- Minnesota Smokes Michigan-

' Jug Returns Home

The “Little Brown Jug,” famed
trophy of Minnesota-Michigan
football history, has returned to
its state of origin after an absence
of ten years. Minnesota last beat
Michigan in 1967. The game
played at Memorial Stadium on
October 22, was a 16-0 victory for
Minnesota and marks the first
time in 113 contests that a team
has had a shutout against Michi-
gan.

The “Jug” has been given to
the winner of the Minnesota-
Michigan game since 1909. Over
the years, Michigan has won it 38
times, while Minnesota has taken
possession 20 times. There have
been two tie games. Michigan has
held the jug for the longest period
of time — 1943-1952. Minnesota's
longest string was from 1934-
1942.

Several stories concerning the
jug’'s history as a football trophy
have been handed down. The
most logical comes from Tommy

Greetings from
Goodhue County
Historical Society

By JEAN CHESLEY

Once again it is a great pleasure
for the Goodhue County Historical
Society to welcome the members
of the Red Wing Collectors Society
and to extend a special invitation
to wvisit the historical museum
during your stay here in Red
Wing.

We are proud of our collection
of Red Wing Pottery at the
museum and each year look
forward to showing it to you. This
past year has not been spectacu-
lar as far as acquisitions go, but
we do have a few pieces which
have been donated that we are
sure you will enjoy seeing.

During the past year our build-
ing fund has grown substantially,
giving us hope that within the
foreseeable future we will be able
to achieve our priority needs,
namely remodeling the present
building, and expansion which
will provide a new entry area that
will accommodate large groups,
access throughout for the hand-
iIcapped, increased space for
administration, an adequate stor-
age for the collections, a multi-
purpose meeting room, larger
library and resource center, and
increased space for exhibits.

The board of directors and the
membership of the society want
to again express their apprecia-
tion to the Collectors Society for
the wonderful contributions it has
made toward the museum's exhi-
bit programs and long-term plans,
as well as our lovely set of
commemoratives.

-Best wishes for a successful
convention on vyour Tenth
Anniversary.

Roberts, Michigan's student man-
ager in 1903. Fielding Yost had
brought his undefeated team to
play an undefeated Minnesota
Team: _

‘In those days there was no
such thing as sportsmanship. You
tried to win ... fair or foul
Although the home team usually

furnished the drinking water for .

both sides, we were afraid Minne-
sota might dope the water. So
Kenne Fitzpatrick told me to go
out and buy a jug to hold our own
water supply. For 30 cents at a
Minneapolis variety store called
the Busy Bee I bought the jug.

It wasn't little. It held five
gallons. It wasn't brown. It was a
dirty putty color. And what's
more, we didn't forget it. We
purposely abandoned it. even in
those days 30 cents wasn't a
fortune.”

The story continues. Oscar
Munson, an immigrant from Nor-
way and janitor at the University
of Minnesota, supposedly found
the jug after the game and, taking
it t0 Louis Cooke, head of the
athletic department at the Univer-

sity, announced, “Jost left his
Yug.” Since the score had been
tied 6-6, a large ‘6’ was painted on
the jug for Minnesota and a small
‘6’ for Michigan.

The two teams didn't play
again until 1909. The jug was
hauled out and used as a trophy
for the first time.

The original jug is a five gallon
beehive. No markings can be seen
under the paint, but the shape
and glaze indicate it is a Red
Wing product.

One half of the jug is painted
maroon, Minnesota's color. The
other half is painted blue, Michi-
gan's color. Gold ‘M's adorn each
side. Three panels contain the
scores of the 60 games played by
the two teams.

Several copies of the original
jug exist. Michigan owns a five
gallon replica. Minnesota also has
a five gallon copy which is kept at
the Bierman Building at the Uni-
versity. It is painted exactly as the
original and is a beehive from the
1906-1920 period. A large wing is
partially visible under the paint,
but no oval can be seen.

History of the BIG “Little Brown Jug"

When Red Wing Potteries
opened its Twin City Branch in
1930, Branch Manager, Paul
Jansen, had Potter Lou McGrew
make this jug. It appears to be
the size of a 12 gal. Imperial.
Paul's wife Janette, painted the
jug exactly like that of the
Minnesota-Michigan Little
Brown Jug. The jug was loaned
out to customers for use in their
window display during the foot-
ball season. When the jug was
going to be disposed of Margie
Bougie purchased it from the
branch manager. (This was one
of Margie’'s better buys.)

Courtesy of Stan Bougie
o
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Take Out Items Available

DURING THE CONVENTION . Ay

fiig Ben
HFamily
Restaurant

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!

FEATURING:
— BOX LUNCHES TO GO
— WHOLE PIES
— FRESH CROISSANTS

During Your Visit to Red Wing
Enjoy Shopping in our Unique Stores

YOUNG SET

Children’s boutique
LEVEE

Women's wear, matemity
& uniforms

DAHL HOUSE
Women's fine apparel.
PERMAN'S
Fine women's apparel and
accessories.
CHEESE DOCK
Deli sandwiches, cheese.
meat, fudge, candy,
M'DONA’S
Feminine apparel
WEDDING DREAMS
Bridal gowns, formal wear,
consulting
RED WING BOOK COMPANY

From regional books to new
releases,

]

% 6th Edition 1987
Pewter
Collectors’ Spoon..

% Wooden
Spoon Rack........
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All Red Wing Dinnerware
reduced to *1.00 per piece

WEEKEND HOURS:
FRIDAY 8:00 2.m.-9:00 p.m.
SATURDAY  8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. o L

Located on Historic 0ld West Main Street
Red Wing, MN @ 612-388-3562

——— S — — =  SN— S—

Phone 388-3269

YANKEE PEDDLER
Quality men's wear and
accessories

RIVER PEDDLER
Antiques, accessories, trea-
sures past and present
STEAMBOAT PARK

A gallery of select art, gifts &
cards

SHEAR PERFECTION
Contemporary full service
salon for men, women &
children
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