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N e w s  B r i e f s

As expected, some nice pieces turned up at this 
year’s MidWinter GetTogether. A sampling 

of these pieces are displayed on this issue’s cover – 
ranging from the front-stamped 8 gallon ‘single-P’ 
water cooler that sold Wednesday, Feb. 6 to the 
blue and yellow Chromoline vase and candlesticks 
that sold in the auction the following Saturday 
night.

�e front-stamped 20 gallon butterny crock shown 
above that RWCS Member Dave Jones brought for 
sale had a cool story. A few years back he bought 
a diĊerent signed 20 gallon butterny crock at an 
auction in Greenleaf, Kan. when an elderly lady came 
up to him and told him she had one just like it at 
home. He followed her back to her place and she took 
him to her old limestone storm cellar out in the yard.

“She told me to be careful because there were 
snakes down there, but I didn’t care,” Dave recalls. 
“I went down there with my nashlight and sure 
enough – there was a snake and a 20 gallon 
butterny crock – just like she said there would be.”

Unfortunately he didn’t get a deal on the crock – he 
paid $1,950 for the one at the auction and she held 
firm at that price. But he sold it for the same price at 
MidWinter to a collector who always wanted one.

�e 1893 World Expo stoneware bank being sold by 
Steve Showers was yet another of his impressive dump 
finds. As we’ll discuss in the June issue of the RWCS 
Newsletter, fellow dump digger and RWCS Member 
Dennis Nygaard called in Steve and a couple of other 
diggers to help when he found a vein of bank shards in 
the dump. Each digger left with a complete bank.

Not all the pieces pictured on the covered were for 
sale, though. RWCS Members Mark & Marie Latta 
showed the unusual lunch hour dinnerware creamer 
they picked up at an antique shop on the way to 
Des Moines. �e price? Only $12. What a find! 
RWCS Member Scott Spompinato found the Rocky 
Mountain Root Beer mug at the Des Moines Antique 
Spectacular after the doors opened on Friday, Feb. 8.

RWCS Member Dave KuĊel brought the 20 lb. 
butter crock with “J. Dusek, Chicago” advertising 
to show. A mirror helped show that the “20 lbs.” 
and wing stamps were present on the opposite 
side – the only example he’s ever seen with both 
advertising and the other stamps.

About the Cover

KidsView will be ABUZZ at Convention

Hey, KidsView kids and parents – it’s that time of year again to start BUZZIN’ about this 
summer’s Convention activities! Last year we talked about stoneware jugs and found out 

that some were called beehives, and one of our speakers, Doug Perkins, talked to us a little 
about bees and honey. Well, this year he will be back to show you more about bees and honey 
with some fun surprises! Speaking of surprises, we are going to have more new activities to go 
with some of our usual favorites! Your parents might be diggin’ Red Wing by buying up all 
the pieces they love, but this year, we’re going to be diggin’ in a different way. 
     In order to do all these fun activities, KidsView is asking for volunteers to help during our 
sessions on �ursday and Friday. Again, we would like to thank the parents and volunteers 
who helped us last year. Without everyone’s help, our program cannot run so smoothly. Also, 
without your continued support and donations, KidsView would not be possible. Supporting 
the future collectors of our Society ensures a future for the Society!  
			   - KidsView co-chairs Aarika Floyd and Sue Jones Tagliapietra

Thank You, Office Volunteers

We thank Deb Gullickson, Heidi Hahlen, Ralph Ryan and Mike & Cindy Becker for once 
again volunteering in the office to help with data entry, mailings and other projects. 

�ere are a number of projects that members can do right from the comfort of their own 
home, including website content development, social media postings and the distribution of 
promotional materials for Convention and membership.

RWCS eBay Listing Reminder

Please note that the RWCS listings on eBay are intended to help attract new members. We ask 
current members to please renew their membership on the RWCS website or call the office, 

because it costs the Society more to sell on eBay. �ank you!

Three Longtime RWCS Members Die at Age 92

RWCS Charter Member Helen Bell died on Feb. 11. In addition to 
helping form the RWCS, she was deeply involved in the Red Wing 

community for most of her life; she served on the boards of numerous 
organizations like the Red Wing Public Library and did an incred-
ible amount of work for St. Joseph Catholic Church and the Goodhue 
Historical Society. In 1982 she was named the Red Wing Educator of the 
Year and also received the WCCO Good Neighbor Award.
     Helen presented many educational sessions at RWCS Conventions, 
often speaking under the title “Memories of a Pottery Worker’s 
Daughter.” She was inducted into the RWCS Hall of Fame in 2001. She 
is survived by twin grand-nieces, four godchildren, the Pat & Lois Barry 
family and the Edward & Mary Maranda family, plus many other cousins and friends.
     Longtime RWCS Member Evelyn Stein, the mother of RWCS Rep. at Large Russa Robinson, 
died on Feb. 26. She taught kindergarten at Central School in Tracy, Calif. for 30 years; she and 
her late husband of 68 years were very active in the community. �e George & Evelyn Stein High 
School in Tracy is named in their honor. (George passed away in October 2011.)
     Evelyn was an avid collector of Nokomis art pottery; her display (pictured below) won the 
People’s Choice Award at the 2008 Convention. 
She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, 
Russa & Mike Robinson, three grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren. She died shortly 
after learning that her sixth grandchild, Andrew, 
had been born earlier that day.
     RWCS Charter Member Kathryn Schroeder 
died on March 3. She resided in McFarland, 
Wis. with her husband, John since 1959. She 
loved antiquing, spending time outdoors and 
sharing time with family. Kathryn is survived by 
her daughter, son and three grandchildren. Her 
husband, John, passed away in 2002. �e family 
asks you to eat a piece of chocolate and plant some pansies in her memory.
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Convention News & Notes
Diggin’ Red Wing – July 11-13, 2013

Convention Sponsors: �ank you 
to Red Wing Pottery and Red 
Wing Stoneware for sponsoring 
the Convention this year!

CROCKFEST Sponsor: �ank you to Maple 
City for sponsoring CROCKFEST! We already have �e 
Cruisers lined up to perform and food tents by Meathead’s and 
Liberty’s. If you’re interested in volunteering for CROCKFEST, 
call the office. Stacy is in need of members to help throughout 
the event.

Crock Hunt: Once again, the annual Convention Crock Hunt starts on the 
Friday before Convention and runs through the Show & Sale. If you live in the 
Red Wing area and would like to help with this event, please contact the office.

Shared Interest Groups: Want to meet other collectors who have the same 
interests as you? Sign up for the Shared Interest Groups on �ursday!

Hands-on Pottery Experience: �e hands-on pottery class will be held at Red 
Wing High School during Convention on �ursday and Friday. Limited times 
are available! For just $35 you can make your own piece of pottery with local 
potter Richard Spiller.

Cafeteria Lunches: Back by popular demand are the meal deals from last year. 
Be sure to check out the awesome shakes, subs and more available for lunch at 
the high school!

Volunteers: Make a Convention memory and meet more collectors! All 
departments for Convention welcome members to volunteer. From set up to 
clean up, there is something for every member. Call the office to volunteer in 
your area of interest.

Convention Street Banners: We are accepting orders for new street banners. 
Please get your order in by May 15 to ensure it is hung for the RWCS 
Convention. �e price of a street banner is determined by the quantity 
ordered, so get your order in ASAP!

Red Wing Guest Pass: �e Red Wing Area Chamber will again provide 
Convention attendees with a Red Wing Guest Pass. �ey will be available at 
Registration pick up starting Wednesday of Convention Week.

Forms Due Soon: Don’t forget that Seller’s Table requests and Auction 
Submission forms are due May 15.

MidWinter Review

In February, more than 270 RWCS 
members donned their boots and cowboy 

hats and headed to the Watering Hole in Des Moines for the 
MidWinter GetTogether. �e Friday night reception was crawling 
with cowboys and cowgirls along with one big Chief. Check out 
the education manager column to learn more about the great 
seminars we had on Saturday morning. Saturday afternoon offered 
lots of great buys at Show & Sale and the Houghton auction. 

A big “thank you” goes out to the Badger Chapter for donating the 
Badger on Snowball for door prizes, the best dressed contest and for 
auctioning to raise money for KidsView, the RWCS Foundation, 
Young Collectors and the Society itself! In partnership with the Bad-
ger Chapter, Commemorative Manager Bob Morawski had a great 
auction on Friday night with door stop-sized Badger on Snowballs, 
umbrella stand-sized Chromoline vases and really big Chromoline 
candy dishes. A special treat this year was the MidWinter salt glaze 
crock that had the Red Wing Stoneware Co. building on it. More 
than $7,500 was raised when all was said and done!

We also thank the volunteers, speakers and everyone else who 
made MidWinter successful. We can’t do it without you! Finally, 
thank you again to the Iowa Chapter for providing the coffee and 
rolls before everyone hit the trail home on Sunday morning.

For those who missed this year, it’s time to mark your calendar 
for the 2014 MidWinter GetTogether – Feb. 7-9 – once again at 
the same time as the Des Moines Antique Spectacular. �e theme 
voted by the membership for 2014 will be camounage/hunting.

Unlike this time last year, spring has eluded Red Wing. 
Temperatures are only in the 30s compared to the 70s last year! 
Despite the chill, our phones are hot and the mailbox is full 
of members ordering their Commemoratives and registering 
to come to Convention. As you read this issue, we are only 12 
weeks from Convention!

Stacy

Wegner
Executive Director

Glenn

Beall
Education Manager

Although another 
MidWinter is behind 

us, the educational presentations are still fresh 
in our minds. I’d like to thank everyone who 
presented this year, starting with our keynote 
speaker, Dennis Nygaard. Last year was a busy 
one for Dennis, who had many attendees on 
the edges of their seats when talking about his 
very productive 2012 dump digging season. 
�e most surprising of Dennis’ �nds consisted 

of shards from advertising butter crocks 
made in the 1930s for Lambrecht’s butter 
and a number of small Wisconsin dairies that 
weren’t previously recognized as Red Wing 
products. Although he ran out of space in this 
issue, our editor, Rick Natynski, promises to 
include photos and information about these 
pieces in the June issue.

I’d also like to thank dinnerware experts Larry 
Roschen and Terry Moe for once again giving 
well-attended “Introduction to Dinnerware” 
talks. �anks also goes to Mike Orgler, who 
brought examples of Red Wing’s many din-
nerware patterns to discuss and display; Mark 
Wiseman and Tom Southard, who spoke about 

the history of Boone, Iowa’s Moingona Pot-
tery; and Mark & Marie Latta, who discussed 
the 1920 art pottery experiment by Iowa 
State College (now Iowa State University). 
And �nally, thanks to the RWCS Foundation 
representatives who held informative Q & A 
sessions about their plans to renovate the Red 
Wing Pottery Annex building – the future 
home of the Red Wing Pottery Museum.

We have some great speakers lined up to present 
some interesting topics at the July Convention, 
but we also have a few openings le�. If you’ve 
ever considered speaking about your favorite area 
of collecting Red Wing, make 2013 your year. 
Contact me if you’re interested in presenting!



Preliminary Plans for Your New Red Wing Pottery Museum
Story by Dave Hallstrom, RWCS Foundation President

It was a great time at the MidWinter GetTogether seeing so many 
of you and sharing news about what is happening with your Red 

Wing Pottery Museum. We were pleased to give two seminars during 
the educational sessions and excited about presenting preliminary 
plans for the new museum. I hope we were able to answer all of the 
questions that were asked. If not, please feel free to call or e-mail your 
questions, suggestions or concerns. �e preliminary plans illustrated 
here show the two stages of construction that will happen over 
the next 1½ years. Phase 1 shows us moving the existing Museum 
from its current location over to the Pottery Place Annex building. 
Before we do that, we must install security. At the same time, we 
will remodel the rest of our building so it can evolve into a more 
permanent setting 
next year.

Phase 2 shows a 
concept of the 
permanent use of 
space for offices, gift 
shop, storage, library 
and multipurpose 
room. Remember 
that these layouts of 
the museum space are 
still in the planning 
stages, so what is 
shown in the drawing 
is only preliminary. 
We want to make 
sure that the Museum 
has nexibility, plus 
we also have to get 
ready for the Schleich 
Red Wing Pottery 
Museum to “come 
back home” to 
Red Wing. Jerry & 
Louise’s wish was to 
keep their collection 
all in one piece, so 
we are working on 
plans to do just that. 
�eir collection is a 
very comprehensive 
collection of items 
that Red Wing 
made over its 90 
years in business. 
Over the next few 
months we hope to 
start construction 
or demolition in the 
new building, so if 
anyone would like 
to volunteer to help, 
please call Diane at 
612-247-9876.

�e 2nd annual RWCS Foundation Wine & Cheese Fundraiser will 
be held Wednesday, July 10 at the Pottery Place Annex. Don’t miss this 
fun-mlled event! Some new surprises are in store; watch for details.�e 
Foundation is also planning a fall auction in September as part of its 
fundraising efforts. �is will include items that have been donated 
specifically to be sold so the proceeds can benefit the new Museum. 
Items will consist of some great stoneware, dinnerware, art pottery 
and other antiques. We are still accepting donations, so please bring 
them to this year’s Convention or contact me to make arrangements.

�anks for all your support in creating your world class Museum! 
Remember, if you have any questions, ideas or concerns, please 
contact me at 612-718-0331 or davehallstrom785@gmail.com.
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Phase I Demolition & Construction
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Breaking News 

for Young 

Collectors!

Young Collectors
Scholarship Opportunity

Attention parents and grandparents! We 
are proud to announce that the RWCS 

Foundation has agreed to partner with the Young 
Collectors group to oĊer up to $1,000 in college 
scholarship money to qualifying Young Collectors. 
Beginning in July at the 2013 RWCS Convention, 
students will have the opportunity to apply and 
qualify for the scholarship by earning points for 
participating in several areas of the Convention, 
including attending Young Collectors activities. 
�e final criteria are being established and we will 
have more details in the June RWCS Newsletter and 
through future e-mails.
     Parents, it’s never too early to start thinking about 
college costs for your Young Collector. �is is a great 
opportunity for your student to continue their interest 
in Red Wing pottery and earn money for college costs.
     It’s time to start planning for your Young Collector 
ages 13-20 to attend the 2013 Convention. Please 
contact me at crocks701@aol.com with questions!

-Wendy Callicoat, Chair; RWCS Young Collectors

Fun Activities Scheduled
for Convention

Throwing on the potter’s wheel is back! Potter 
Frank Shelton, a member of the Golden State 

Chapter, will work with our Young Collectors 
during Convention on Friday, July 12, from 10 
am to noon in the Red Wing High School Art 
Room. Young Collectors will have the opportunity 
to create their own piece using actual potter’s tools 
and throwing clay on the wheel! (Pack some clay-
appropriate clothes!) 
     �ursday, July 11, activities will be dedicated to 
mentoring from RWCS Auction Manager Bruce 
Selfridge, where our Young Collectors will get a 
firsthand look at the official RWCS Auction process. 
�ey will learn the check-in, grading and viewing 
processes and also help with the event on �ursday 
night. Let us know if you arrive on Wednesday to 
assist with Auction check-in and grading. Be the 
first to see the items and learn what it takes to make 
this the premier auction of Convention Week. 
Watch for e-mail updates for more details. Parents, 
be sure to register your Young Collector so we can 
get an accurate head count for our activities. If you 
are interested in volunteering, we encourage you to 
contact us at crocks701@aol.com. See you soon!

 -Wendy Callicoat, Ann Tucker and Brenda Schwab

EXTRA! EXTRA!
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Color photos by Susan Ayer, black & white images provided by Bernie Banet

When it comes to being an expert on Belle 
Kogan and the pieces she designed for the Red 

Wing Potteries, few people possess more knowledge 
than RWCS Member Bernie Banet. In addition 
to being the famed industrial designer’s nephew, 
he and his wife, Barb, have a large collection of 
Kogan-designed Red Wing art pottery. �erefore, it 
was exciting when he agreed to share memories of 
his Aunt Belle for the RWCS Newsletter.

Q. How often did you see your aunt when 
you were growing up?

A. Aunt Belle and my mother, Sarah, were 
close. Born in 1902 and 1904, respectively, 
they were the oldest of eight children – five 
girls and three boys. When I was growing up, 

Belle frequently vis-
ited us in our apart-
ment, which was 
only a 30-minute 
bus or subway ride 
from Manhattan 
where she lived and 
worked. Sometimes 
we would visit her, 
especially after she 
married Nat 
Watman in 1954. 
When Belle Kogan 
Associates opened 
a design studio on 
Fifth Avenue that 
wasn’t attached to 

my aunt’s residence, my parents occasionally 
stopped in there with me. I also remember 
meeting her at her office for lunch in Man-
hattan, probably on school holidays at age 11 
or 12, once I could take the bus or subway on 
my own. Belle was always present for holiday 
meals, often hosted by my parents on �anks-
giving or for the Passover Seder. �ese would 
often include my grandmother and other 
aunts, uncles and cousins. Aunt Belle also had 
a small country house on North Quaker Hill 
near Pawling, NY on four acres of hillside 
land with terraced rock gardens, woods and a 
brook. �is was quite a paradise for a city kid, 
and I enjoyed week-long visits there during a 
number of summers. My wife, Barb, first met 
Belle at our college commencement in 1964, 
at Swarthmore.

Q. Did you and your cousins think of Belle as a 
famous person, or was she ‘just another aunt?’

A. I think my cousins and I knew that she 
was successful and admired in her field and 
were proud of her accomplishments. We 
probably didn’t appreciate how much of a 
pioneer she was as a woman in what had 
definitely been a man’s domain, designing 
products for production in factories.

Q. Do you remember there being any items 
designed by your aunt in your home when 
you were growing up? 

A. I did grow up with some of my aunt’s 
products. �e Red Wing pieces that my 
mother used regularly were a yellow apple 
cookie jar and other Gypsy Trail fruit shapes. 
A pear-shaped turquoise bowl that my moth-
er used to hold fruit is etched in my memory. 
When I was around 4 years old, I tipped over 
the small table it was on and the bowl cracked 
into several pieces. I knew I had done some-
thing terrible, and I cried in remorse. Instead 
of scolding me, my mother said, “It’s just a 
bowl, just a thing,” and tried to comfort me. 
When she was 90 or so, I presented her with 
a twin of the long-gone bowl that we found 
at an antique mall, in grateful restitution. My 
mother didn’t remember the incident or the 
bowl, but I felt that a debt had been paid.

We also had a beautiful chrome-plated art 
deco toaster she designed that had an unusual 
feature: it “popped” the toast horizontally 
as the bread tray shot out from the toasting 
slots. �is design probably worked well for 
square supermarket bread, but wasn’t so prac-
tical for slices cut from the rounded, freshly 
baked loaves we got from our wonderful 
neighborhood bakery in Sunnyside, Queens. 
Often the toast new out onto the noor. 

Q. Did Belle ever talk about the challenges 
she had to overcome as being one of the only 
women in her field?

A. Yes, she had stories to tell! One company 
was surprised to see they had invited a 
woman to discuss a design project and sent 
her packing after a long train trip. She also 
had stories about fending off unwanted male 
attention. �ere are a couple of photos of Belle 
at designer’s trade group meetings in in which 
she is the only female in a sea of male faces.

Q. Do you know if Belle was friends with 
fellow Red Wing designers Charles Murphy 
and Eva Zeisel?

A. Interestingly, the company would not let 
Belle meet with Charles Murphy when she 
visited Red Wing from New York to discuss 
production plans or new designs. She wasn’t 

Bernie Banet and his wife, 
Barb, have collected Red 
Wing art pottery designed 
by his aunt, Belle Kogan, 
for more than 20 years.

‘Baby’ Bernie Banet being held by his 
Aunt Belle in New York in 1944.

Memories of A
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quite sure why that was and would have 
liked to have known Murphy. Also, Belle 
claimed to be a great backer of Eva Zeisel 
and her very special talent. Belle told us that 
she helped Zeisel, a refugee, get work with 
various potteries, including Red Wing, and 
helped her get the attention of the Museum 
of Modern Art. You might think that Belle 
would have seen Zeisel as a competitor, 
but Belle claimed this was not the case. As 
I understand it from Belle, Zeisel was an 
extraordinary clay artist and my aunt didn’t 
really work in clay when she invented shapes. 
Belle and her staff visualized what could be 
produced in a mold and drew it, leaving to 
specialists the making of clay models that 
were part of the production process.

Q. How old were you when you started 
developing an interest in her work? 

A. I didn’t have an interest in collecting or 
documenting my aunt’s work until she was 
90 and I was 48. My wife became curious 
about her career and the things that she 
designed a bit before me.

Belle gave her clipping files, correspondence, 
and photographs to Helen Rice, who had 
written a paper about Belle’s career and 
contributions to industrial design. Helen started 
preparing them for the Smithsonian and then I 
took over, taking what she did and organizing it 
further into binders that focused on particular 
topics, such as Belle’s designs for different 
media – pottery, silver, glass, plastic and so on. I 
made multiple copies of those “books” and gave 
them to several design libraries and museums, 
including branches of the Smithsonian. 
Unfortunately most of Belle’s design drawings 
were destroyed in a nood in a factory in New 
England where they had been stored. 

Q. When did you start collecting Kogan items? 

A. Barb and I started collecting Red Wing, as 
I recall, when she noticed a Red Wing vase at 
a garage sale. Knowing that Aunt Belle had 
been one of Red Wing’s designers, she ended 
up buying the #757 vase from the Belle Kogan 

100 series. But at the time, we had no idea if 
she had designed it. It was only during our 
1992 trip to Israel for Aunt Belle’s 90th birth-
day celebration that she gave us books and 
catalogs with her designs circled so we would 
know which shapes and patterns she and 
her firm had designed. We began to explore 
antique stores and malls, and started collecting 
seriously. Of course, we found that nea market 
prices were a thing of the past. We also made 
three trips to the RWCS Convention in 1993, 
1995 and 2005, I believe, and greatly added to 
our collection at the Show & Sale and at the 
local Red Wing shops. We filled our station 
wagon on a couple of those trips. And yes, I 
began bidding on Kogan items on eBay. We 
have some non-Red Wing pottery that she 
designed, including a number of Fredericks-
burg Art Pottery pieces from immediately after 
World War II and a couple of her Roseville 
Keynote vases from 1964. We also have some 
other items she designed – a silver piece or 
two, including her popular hurricane lamp 
salt shakers, and some of her Boontonware 
melamine dinnerware. But the Red Wing is 
much easier to find and colorful to display.

Q. Do you have any memories of her that 
you’re particularly fond of?

A. Belle visited the U.S. in 1975, five years 
after moving to Israel, and came to stay 
with us for a few days in Michigan. She had 
visited us in Ann Arbor before, but in 1975 
we had just moved into a new house – the 
one we still live in today – and we found 
Belle eager to give us advice on interior 
decorating. 
She helped 
us plan the 
furnishings 
for several 
rooms. She 
had very 
definite 
opinions 
on colors 
and fabrics 
and had 

always advised my mother on what to wear 
and how to furnish her rooms. Belle very 
much favored “modern” furniture such as 
designed at the time in Scandinavia. Luckily 
we have a “mid-century modern” home, so 
her ideas worked well, though I admit she 
didn’t convince us to use a plum and green 
color scheme in our living room inspired by a 
Japanese hotel lobby. We have a walnut coffee 
table from Belle’s New York apartment, 
though it is not something that she designed.

During our 1992 trip to Israel, we had time 
to talk with Belle about her career and she 
initiated us in the details of her various Red 
Wing lines and her several different contracts 
from the 1930s to the 1960s. Since she only 
brought photographs, catalogs and publicity 
sheets to Israel, we shipped her some of her 
favorite Red Wing pieces after our visit.

Q. Did she give you any of her work as a gift?

A. She had very few of her own products 
to give away, but we did receive from her 
a beautiful silver bowl and a rendering of 
a glass bison that she had unsuccessfully 
pitched to a prospective client. She also gave 
us a portrait she drew when she thought that 
her career would be as portrait painter, before 
she discovered the new field of industrial 
design. She generously gave us other gifts, 
including art from her collection, jewelry and 
some of her tableware pieces that she didn’t 
design, but treasured.

A small portion of the Banet’s 
large collection of Kogan-
designed Red Wing art pottery 
that they proudly display in 
their home in Ann Arbor, Mich.

Belle Kogan and her male counterparts in attendance at the Industrial 
Designers Institute dinner at New York City’s Rockefeller Center in 1942.

9

of Aunt Belle

�e Banet’s #757 Red Wing Kogan vase is pictured 
on page 12. To see more photos of their collection and 
more images of Kogan, visit the RWCS website.



I purchased my mrst piece of SaĊron Ware in 1982, a casserole advertising an Allis-
Chalmers dealership in Jackson, Minn. Today, more than 30 years later, I am still 

intrigued by this extensive line of kitchenware made by the Red Wing Potteries.

Produced during the 1930s, SaĊron Ware was the yellow ware line made by Red 
Wing. Both the clay used and the manufacturing process were different than those 
used for regular stoneware production. �e earthenware clay gave Saffron Ware its 
characteristic ‘saĊron’ color. �e pieces were sealed with a clear glaze that didn’t 
hide that color. Saffron Ware proved to be more fragile than stoneware and the clear 
glaze was not sufficient in protecting the pieces from staining.

�e only company literature known that included Saffron Ware is a Red Wing 
Potteries, Inc. price list dated June 1, 1938. Many more SaĊron Ware pieces were 
produced than those shown on the list. Many pieces are marked with a circular 
ink stamp that reads “RED WING SAFFRON WARE”, while some bowls are 
marked with “RED WING USA” impressed into the bottom and other pieces are 
unmarked. Also, Saffron Ware proved to be a very popular choice for companies to 
use for advertising.

A number of the molds used for Red Wing ‘Stoneware Specialties’ – including 
two styles of bowls and several cookie jars – were shared with the Saffron line. 
Also shared were nearly all of the molds used for ‘Gray Line’ (also known as 
spongeband). With the discovery of a batter bowl in 2011, only the reamer, mug, 
and cake stand have yet to be discovered in Saffron Ware. A pitcher, teapot and 
other mixing bowls produced are related to items in both the “Wreath” and the 
newly discovered “Pansy” dinnerware lines. �e mold used for the Saffron pie plate 
was also used for the “Gypsy Trail Reed” pie plate. Finally, a few molds used were 
unique to the Saffron Ware line. �ese included three sizes of nappies and a number 
of the cookie jars. 

Adding to the variety of Saffron Ware pieces produced was the number of different 
decorations used on the pieces. �ese included the familiar brown-white-brown three 
stripe decoration and the overall blue and red ‘mottled’ or sponged decoration. Also 
produced were two blue-stripe, two white-stripe, and three blue-stripe decorations. 
�is past fall, an experimental casserole was found with a ‘brown tint’ decoration. 
And finally, some of the usually stripe decorated bowls and casseroles were made 
without any decoration. Also, most of the Saffron Ware cookie jars were available 
‘cold-painted’, i.e., with noral designs that were painted over the top of the glaze. 
Still, after all this time, there are pieces of Saffron Ware out there just waiting to be 
discovered. �is February, I found a SaĊron Ware ‘hexagon’ bowl that I had never 
seen before.

�is article is a broad summary of the extensive Red Wing Saffron Ware line. In 
future articles, I will try to provide more in-depth information on SaĊron Ware 
collecting. If you have a unique piece of Saffron Ware in your collection, I’d love to 
hear about it. Please contact me at bmischke@centurytel.net.

A rare Saffron Ware ‘hexagon’ bowl. 
�e shard dug by Dennis Nygaard hints 
that there may be ‘Pansy’ and ‘Wreath’ 
Saffron Ware bowls.

Story by RWCS Member Brent Mischke
Brent Mischke © Copyright 2013

�is marking is often seen on Red Wing’s 
Saffron Ware pieces.

An attractive, hard-to-find Red Wing 
‘grapes’ Saffron Ware bowl.

A variety of the different shapes and sizes of Red Wing Saffron Ware cookie jars.10



Have you ever seen a Saffron Ware bowl 
like the one below with two white stripes?

Saffron Ware items related to pieces found in the 
Pansy, Wreath and Gypsy Trail Reed dinnerware 
lines plus a nest of nappies, which are unique to 
Saffron Ware. �e teapot and pitcher pictured 
below are both considerably rare. 
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A sampling of Saffron Ware pieces produced from 
Gray Line molds. �e hanging salt is hard to find; 
the batter bowl is the only one Brent Mischke has 
ever seen.
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Red Wing Collectors Society – 2013 Budget
Red Wing, Minnesota

Revenues		               2012 Budget        2012 Actual         2013 Budget    

General & Administrative      $74,300.00            $78,410.99              $73,200.00

Convention			       47,700.00	       51,683.62 	            50,310.00

Commemorative		    167,200.00	      166,051.91 	          158,850.00

Auction			       70,700.00	       82,725.25 	            70,700.00

MidWinter			       10,271.30	         9,836.30 	            11,831.30

2011 Carryover		      25,000.00              25,000.00                10,000.00    

Total Revenues	              $395,171.30           $413,708.07 	        $374,891.30

Expenditures	              2012 Budget         2012 Actual        2013 Budget    

General & Administrative    $193,947.78	   $179,795.47	          $183,533.27

Convention			       41,931.80	       49,791.52 	             42,627.26

Commemorative		      79,457.00 	       81,320.16	             70,250.00

Auction		                   63,900.00 	       72,553.59                 64,150.00

MidWinter		                   10,911.30  	         9,939.49	             11,111.30  

Carryovers                                          0.00             10,000.00                         0.00    

Total Expenditures	              $390,147.88          $403,400.23             $371,671.83

Net Revenues	                  $5,023.42 	     $10,307.84 	              $3,219.47

Operating Income                                                       

Memberships	  $72,472.00 

Newsletter Ads	     2,242.70 

Donations	       132.00 

Carryover	   25,000.00 

Handling Fees	          79.50 

Interest	      3,484.79

2012 RWCS Financial Review
Operating Expenses                           

Accounting                 $3,200.00 

Advertising                  1,720.75 

Bank Charges - CC      6,628.32 

Capital Expenditures    1,037.53 

Donations                      101.76 

Dues/Subscriptions         470.00 

Insurance                   2,799.76 

Full Board                   1,504.22 

Legal & Trademarks         315.00 

Memorials	                       54.63 

Carryover to 2013   10,000.00 

Online Marketing        375.00 

Online Membership     7,775.00

Online Membership Support     250.00 

Website  	                     850.00 

Newsletter              75,752.97 

Newsletter Travel       899.19 

Office Expenses	           

Facilities                  $6,915.44 

Insurance - Employee    7,580.50 

Internet / Email         270.00 

Membership Costs      2,547.32 

Office Supplies & Misc.    1,435.24 

Petty Cash	                    261.56 

Telephone                2,911.48 

Payroll Taxes                3,486.27 

Salary - Exec. Director  50,238.48 

TOTAL REVENUES 	

$413,708.07
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 	

$403,400.23
NET REVENUE 	

$10,307.84 

Auction Income	           

Auction 	        $77,407.25 

Catalog	                618.00 
	

Commemorative Income       

Commemoratives	       $56,610.00 

Commemoratives (mailed)  59,105.00 

Commemorative Auction      4,700.00 

Late Fees	                645.00 

Lottery Sales	             9,700.00 

Mailing Fees	          13,436.05 

Silent Auction	          11,829.00 

35th Aniv. Combo Book  5,061.36 

35th Aniv. Novelties   9,665.50 
	

Event Income	                                  

Kids View	            $1,243.50 

Banquet	             2,220.00 

Facilities - MidWinter   611.30 

Gift Baskets 	             2,336.00 

Crockfest Sponsors         650.00 

Sponsors Picnic	                525.00 

Young Collectors       1,263.50 

Pre-registration         39,350.00 

Seller’s Tables	             6,810.00 

Sponsorships	             1,002.62 

Hands on Pottery Class      175.00 

Tile	                          33.00 

Walk-in Registration        5,300.00 

Auction Expenses                   

Auctioneer	          $1,622.95 

Paid to Owners	       68,351.75 
	

Commemorative Expenses         

Commemoratives	      $55,747.64 

Lodging	             832.29 

Meals	                        282.39 

Mileage/Travel	         3,871.05 

Postage & Shipping         6,807.19 

Printing - Commemorative   823.19 

35th Anniversary Book    8,949.10 
	

Event Expenses                                   

KidsView 	             $700.00 

Social Event -Banquet   2,610.92 

Facility - MidWinter      611.30 

Gift Baskets - Foundation   630.00 

Social Event - Crockfest  2,343.06 

Young Collectors            461.38 

Pre Registration            640.00 

Printing - Convention     1,728.67 

Publicity/Marketing     474.81 

Security	          3,356.37 

Show & Sale 	          1,100.00 

Signage	                      1,039.47 

Social Event - MidWinter    7,368.54 

Supplement	          3,382.00 

35th Anniversary         5,585.12 

35th Aniv. Landyards     2,417.63 

Walk in Registration      700.00 

Supplies (office supplies inc.)  2,971.75 

Volunteer Recognition 1,283.64 

Salary - Stipends         6,250.00 

Facility - High School Rental      11,000.00

Convention Banners      222.48 

Display		              800.00 

Equipment Rental         2,468.81 

Education Programs         6,586.31 

Every Spring, your Board 
furnishes you with a 

financial summary such as the 
one shown on this page. A 
financial status report is also 
presented at our Annual 
Business Meeting in July. �e 
financial information shown 
here is current through Dec. 
31, 2012. You can also receive 
a complete listing of 2012 
expenses by contacting the 
RWCS Business Office.

-Mark Collins, RWCS Treasurer

#757 
Red Wing
vase – 
Bernie &
Barb Banet’s 
first piece 
designed by 
Belle Kogan.



Wouldn’t it be great if we could go back to our 9th birthday 
and convince our younger selves to start collecting Red 

Wing? Just think of how big our collections would be if we had 
started collecting earlier, and how much more we’d know today.

One person who was fortunate to begin collecting at such an early 
age is RWCS Member Connor Tlusty, who actually bought his first 
piece when he was 9. We last visited with Connor when he shared 
his budding passion for collecting stoneware in the June 2006 issue 
of the RWCS Newsletter when he was 11 years old.

Interests change quite frequently at early ages, so you never know 
how long a kid is going to stick with something. But Connor 
predicted back then that he’d likely collect “forever”, so it’s great to 
see that his collecting habits are still running strong. Now at age 
18, a past summer construction job and his current job at Menards 
helps fund his Red Wing addiction; his collection has grown from 
about 50 pieces in 2006 to more than 120 pieces today. 

Connor figures he bought about 15 pieces of stoneware in the last 
year alone – some of which he bought and resold for a profit. One 
of his recent acquisitions was an all-sponge Red Wing casserole 
dish, which he bought on eBay for $400 – the most he ever paid 
for a single piece. But, he ended up reselling it for $550. Pretty 
savvy for an 18-year-old, but he’s not in it just to make a quick nip. 
In fact, he recently bought a 20 lb. transitional butter crock and 
passed on an offer that would have doubled his money.

“It’s pretty beat-up on the back, but the front of the crock is perfect 
and it’s got a really nice cobalt marking,” Connor says. “I paid only 
$60 for it and planned on reselling it. I was oĊered $120, but I 
decided to keep it…it looks too good.”

Most collectors can quickly recall their biggest regrets in collecting. 
Usually they’re related to not buying a piece when they had the 

chance, and Connor hasn’t 
been immune to those 
mistakes. He says he can’t 
begin to remember all of 
times that he saw a piece 
for sale that he liked, took 
some time to think about 
it and found out that was 
gone when he went back 
to buy it.

“My biggest regret is not 
buying a 10 gallon salt 
glaze leaf crock about 
five or six years ago,” 
he says. “It was mint…
didn’t have a nake on 
it. �e guy only wanted 
$400. I didn’t have the 
cash at the time, but 
my dad has always been 
willing to lend me the 
money and let me pay it 
off. �ere’s no doubt that if you see something you want, you better 
get it right away. I’d go back and do that one over in a second.”

But like most collectors, Connor also has his share of successes. His 
biggest came in 2009, when he and his dad, Mark Tlusty, were at 
an auction at Red Wing’s Treasure Island Casino that took place 
during Convention Week.

“We were there to bid on a 20 gallon salt glaze crock, but we didn’t 
get it so we took one last look at the pieces that remained,” Connor 
recalls. “�en we started talking to a guy who said he had some 
stuff in his car he was looking to sell, so we went out to take a look

Collecting with Connor
Story by Rick Natynski, 
RWCS Newsletter Editor
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A D  R AT E S C L A S S I F I E D S

ClassiÀed ads are 20¢ per word for members 
and 30¢ per word for non-members; $4 mini-
mum charge and are accepted on a Àrst-come, 
Àrst-served basis. In addition to appearing in 
the newsletter, classiÀeds and display ads are 
posted on the RWCS website.

DISPLAY ADS
Display Ad Size		  1x 	 6x
Full page 		  $425 	 385
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   225 	 205
1/4 page 		  125 	 115
1/8 page		  85 	 70
Display ads purchased by non-members cost an additional 15%.

Display Ad Dimensions
Full Page 		  7 1⁄2 x 10
1/2 page (horizontal or vertical)   7 1⁄2 x 4 7⁄8
1/4 page 		  3 5⁄8 x 4 7⁄8
1/8 page 		  3 5⁄8 x 2 1⁄4

Ads must be supplied electronically as an EPS 
or PDF Àle for PC. There is an additional 10 
percent fee for design and makeup if  needed 
($10 minimum).

DEADLINES

Issue 		   Ads           Editorial     Mail Date

February 	  Jan. 10	     Jan. 1	      Feb. 15
April 		   March 10    March 1    April 15
June 		   May 10	     May 1        June 15
August 	  July 25	     July 15       Aug. 31
October 	  Sept. 10	     Sept. 1	      Oct. 15
December 	  Nov. 10	     Nov. 1	      Dec. 15

EDITOR ADDRESS

Make checks payable to RWCS and mail with ads:
	 Rick Natynski, PO Box 198
	 Pewaukee, WI 53072
Ads can also be submitted by e-mail: send to 
newsletter@redwingcollectors.org and send checks 
separately. Or, call Rick at 414-416-wing (9464).

RED WING FOR SALE
King of Tarts cookie jar, blue speckled with black 
crown, scepter and “tarts”. Mint condition. Contact Pat 
at pbrtlt@hotmail.com.

All 25 Commemoratives from 1981-2005. Many 
RWCS Newsletters dating back to early 1980s. Anniver-
sary brochures and many Convention ribbons. We’ve 
dropped our price from $2150 to $1500! Call 928-232-
0269 or e-mail vanglorp@hotmail.com.

Advertising pitcher from Halstad, Minnesota; advertis-
ing pitcher from Shelley, Minnesota; 1965 All-Star 
Game Home Plate; Twins 1965 World Series ashtray; 
“Win Twins” ashtray; “Pretty Red Wing” ashtray; 
Gopher on a Football; Badger on a Football; 3# Land 
O’Lakes butter crock, 5# Land O’Lakes butter crock. 
Have much more for sale. Contact 406-670-8277 or 
deweydoris@bresnan.net for more information.

Complete set of RWCS Commemoratives, 1977-2012. 
Mint condition. $11,500 OBO. E-mail bigoljohnny@
msn.com for more information. 

4 gallon Red Wing beehive jug 
w/blue birch leaves. Excellent 
condition. No cracks or chips. 
Asking $600 OBO. Red Wing 
refrigerator stacking jar. 6” wide 
x 3” high. Excellent condition. 
No cracks or chips. Asking $200 
OBO. Contact Mary at gage6@
sbcglobal.net or 949-351-1356.

Copies of the Collecting the Legacy 
Volumes 1 & 2 combination book 
are still available. Only 500 copies were printed and a 
limited quantity remains. $20 plus $5 shipping. Con-
tact the RWCS Oċce at 800-977-7927 or 
membership@redwingcollectors.org to order.

MISSISSISSIPPI SHUFFLE 25th ANNIVERSARY 
crocks. �e American Cancer Society Relay for Life in 
Red Wing is celebrating its 25th year of walking this 
August. Numbered 4½” x 4” replicas of the 25 gallon 
crock with the Shuffle logo are being created. Preorders 
to be picked up at Convention or shipped. $25 each, 
$10 extra to select your own number, if available. Con-
tact Nancy Falk at nancy@falkautobody.com.

Cream & green Red Wing stoneware Bread box. Base 
mint, lid broken in half. $2,500. Call 641-228-1736 
for information.

RED WING WANTED
Wanted: Need Montmarte trivet (like pictured below) 
to complete our set. Contact 
816-510-2248 or jerry@
pressuremounts.com.

Seeking Red Wing bean 
pot (preferably with lid) 
advertising “Season’s 
Greetings from Eden Valley 
Lumber Co.” My grandfather owned the lumber mill in 
Eden Valley, MN. Please contact �omas Koetting at 
414-423-0092 or tkoetting@jrn.com.

Wanted: Lake Park, IA advertising ware. Contact 
bandjbush@hotmail.com. 8/13 

Wanted: Researching the existence of souvenir or 
advertising pieces from Knapp, Wisconsin. With 
any information, please contact Tim at 715-263-2118 
or rtwyss@gmail.com. 12/13

Wanted: Red Wing sponge cap bowl with advertising 
for “Prospect, Wis. Compliments of J.E. Elger, 1935”. 
Call Clint at 262-679-6427.

Wanted: Red Wing ash receivers – burgundy cat, 
any carmel ones. Contact morrisey3@msn.com or 
218-485-8345. 6/13 

Wanted: Red Wing 5-inch and 9-inch blue & white 
sponge panel bowls. Any condition considered. Contact 
redwingr@gmail.com or 414-731-0218.

Wanted: Mint pieces from Charles Murphy’s Red Wing 
Chromoline or Decorator line. Please e-mail me at 
mmbright2000@yahoo.com with pictures and prices.

Saffron Ware Information Wanted: Please help a fellow 
Red Wing collector gather information about rare 
Saffron Ware items, unusual decorations on Saffron 
Ware, company literature, paper advertising and ??? 
I plan on using the information gathered for future 
presentations or publications. Please don’t assume 
that I already know about your special piece of 
Saffron Ware. Contact Brent Mischke at 
bvmischke@centurytel.net. �ank you! 4/13

Wanted: RW vase #155, white, 9”. RW adv. jugs: 2 gal 
Sterling Wine House, St. Paul, Minn.; 3 gal Ladner, 
Aberdeen, SD; 3 gal RW Liquor, Red Wing, Minn. 
Contact ralphryan@charter.net or 651-388-9820. 4/13

Wanted: Mini and salesman sample nower pots. 
Contact Scott at cobe142@cox.net or 402-331-4749.

Wanted: Chromoline pcs especially #675, #687 & 
M3006 in blue/green. Contact Rick at 414-416-9464 
or newsletter@redwingcollectors.org. Will buy 
damaged Chromoline too.

AUCTIONS
3 p.m. Tuesday, July 9, 2013 at �e Bluffs, Hager City, 
WI – 20 gal wing crock, 6 gal birchleaf crock, 5 gal 
birchleaf churn, 20 gal lid, butter crocks, Mason fruit 
jars, assortment of brushware, large assortment of Bob 
White, many other dinnerware and art pottery pieces, 
plus and much more. 10 a.m. Wednesday, July 10, 
2013 at �e BluĊs, Hager City, WI – 2 – 30 gal wing 
crocks, lids, spongeband umbrella stand, pantry jars, 
large assortment of 3 & 4# advertising butter crocks, 
20# butter crocks, advertising jugs, canning fruit jars, 
mugs, assortment of grayline, spittoons, sponge Peterson 
and other advertising pitchers, Hamm’s Bear bank, 
plus much more. Catalogs available June 1 at $5 each. 
Houghton’s Auction, 1967 Launa Ave. Red Wing, MN 
55006 www.houghtonauctions.com.

EVENTS
Elkhorn Flea Market, Walworth County Fairgrounds 
in Elkhorn, WI. Sundays: May 19, June 30, Aug. 11, 
Sept. 29. More than 500 quality dealers! Visit 
www.nlpromotionsllc.com for information.

Walnut Antique Fall Festival – Walnut, Ia, Sept. 14-15, 
2013. Primitves, stoneware, advertising, toys, furniture, 
art pottery, etc. Dealer space available. Contact Tim 
Lockard at 641-862-3239. 6/13

Large Antique, Primitive & Stoneware 

AUCTION!
Sunday, May 5 8:30 a.m. 

N8779 Hwy 95, Hixton, WI 54635

65 Pcs of Red Wing Stoneware: 3 to 50 gal 

birchleaves, 3 to 40 gal wings, 10 beanpots, 

St. Paul Book & Sty water cooler, Success 

Filter coolers, plus many other pieces. Many 

other antiques and 

primitives, too! 

For photos and full 

listing, visit www.

millersauctionco.com
Auction conducted & 

clerked by Millers Auction 

Co Hixton, WI 54635.

Questions? Call Glenn at 

715-299-2543.
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NEW HOURS:
April thru December: Thursday thru Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

June thru August: Tuesday thru Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
          

2013 Convention Hours:
July 5 thru July 14 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
          

   Visit Larry’s Annex next door, where Larry and 

   additional dealers will be set up during Convention Week!

Also visit my booth at Countryside Antique Mall: 31752 65th Ave. Cannon Falls, MN  507-263-0352 

Mark your calendars! We’ll be at the Stoneware & Antique Sale in downtown Walnut, IA on Sept. 14-15.

BUY • SELL • TRADE

I’ll b
uy one piece, or the 

whole collection.

Also taking consignment.

1811 Old West Main Street  •  Red Wing, MN 55066 

651-388-3331 (shop)  •  612-719-6113 (cell)

ANTIQUES

 

COME SEE OUR LARGEST INVENTORY EVER!



Coming in the June Issue...
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R e d  W i n g 

B r u s h w a r e

“He had a 2 gallon Red Wing salt glaze 
crock with Chicago advertising (at left). 
It was cracked about three-quarters of the 
way around the base, but he only wanted 
$100 so we decided to take it. We weren’t 
sure exactly how good of a piece it was…
we thought we might be able to get $300 
or $400 for it. But then we started showing 
it to people and they got really excited, so 

we told them to make offers and we’d sell it to the highest bidder.”

�e Tlustys were shocked when the highest offer came in at 
$3,200. Mark gave Connor 30 percent of the promt and the next 
day he spent $500 of his earnings on a pair of absolutely mint zinc 
glaze petal lids. To this day, those 15 and 20 gallon button lids rank 
highly among Connor’s favorite pieces. Other favorites include 
his mint 5 and 6 gallon salt glaze leaf crocks, a 3 gallon birch leaf 
beehive jug and an 8 gallon Elephant Ear crock with a dark stamp.

So after nearly 10 years of collecting, what is Connor looking for 
next? Because passing up on that 10 gallon leaf crock still haunts 
him, it’s the top piece on his want list. As far as “dream pieces” go, 
Connor is still hoping to add a 60 gallon crock to his collection.

“I’d also love to have a couple of 40 and 50 gallon crocks someday, 
not to mention some of the big salt glaze crocks,” he says. “A 30 
gallon salt glaze butterny crock would be really cool. Man...having a 
whole set of butterny crocks would be awesome.”

Connor will graduate from Mason City High School in June and 
then he’s off to the Air Force. He expects to start basic training at San 
Antonio’s Lackland Air Force Base in late June. Serving his country 
and a fascination with aviation prompted his decision to enlist.

“I also wanted to do something to fill my sense of adventure and the 
Air Force will allow me to do that while still giving me the chance to 
get a good education,” he adds. During his eight-year commitment, 
Connor hopes to earn a college degree and enroll in officer training 
school. He’s interested in everything from engineering to air traffic 
control and possibly even becoming a pilot. He says the experience in 
the Air Force might even turn into a long-term career.

So how do Mark & Erica Tlusty (pictured on page 7 holding their 
“2013 MidWinter” Albany slip jug) feel about their last child 
growing up and leaving home?

“It’s bittersweet, of course,” says his mom, who has joined in the 
collecting fun in recent years. “We’ve been very fortunate that 

Connor’s always been a great kid and now he’s grown up to be a very 
good man. As for him entering the Air Force, we’re very proud of 
him. It’s his life and we can’t make decisions for him, but we’re really 
happy for him. He’s so excited – he’d leave tomorrow if he could.”

One of Erica’s favorite memories of Connor’s collecting came at 
the 2010 RWCS Convention, when she was lucky enough to draw 
a Version C Commemorative – the spotted pig. Connor was so 
ecstatic that he gave her a big hug on the spot. She told him he 
could have it, but Connor refused, saying, “Oh no, Mom – that’s 
your piece and I want you to enjoy it.” It still found its way into 
Connor’s collection; she gave it to him the following Christmas.

Sharing a mutual interest in Red Wing has turned out to be fun for 
everyone, but when Connor started out collecting, it was just him and his 
dad hunting for stoneware at the Oronoco and Rochester nea markets.

“He’d see a crock and go running after it and start rolling it around,” 
Mark recalls. “It was pretty neat. Collecting Red Wing together has 
helped us grow a kind of bond that a lot of parents probably don’t 
get to have with their kids, so I think we’ve been really lucky.”

Mark says carrying on their collecting when Connor leaves will be 
diĊerent, but he and Erica will keep buying him a Commemorative in 
his absence. And since they’ll hold on to Connor’s collection until he’s 
able to stay in one place and get a house of his own, they’ll constantly 
be reminded of all the great memories that each piece represents.

While Connor admits that he doesn’t expect to have the time or same 
opportunities to continue collecting for at least the immediate future, 
what would happen if he picked up the San Antonio newspaper and 
saw an ad for an auction with a rare piece of Red Wing on the sale bill?

“I am definitely there,” he laughs. “Definitely.”

On behalf of the entire RWCS, we wish you the best of luck, 
Connor, and thank you in advance for your service. Go get ‘em!

Continued from page 13 Connor poses with 
his collection of salt 

glaze stoneware.


